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Yes, We Have No 


= 


Borscht Circuit 


Anymore; Resort Show Biz Big Time 





2 
v 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Maybe in this day and age of sen-| 
sitivities, we who are alumni of the) 
summer resort strawhats are a shade 
hyper-sensitive about the somewhat 
libelous nomenclature of ‘borscht 
circuit’—but don’t you think some- 
thing should be done right here and 
now to scotch not only an onerous 
appellation but a rank misnomer? 
We do. | 

The simple fact is that it’s now a 
thoroughly outmoded synonym, it’s 
invidious to a degree, and frankly, we 
think it’s rather corny. It’s about as 
corny, in fact, as another lingering 


but conveniently retained cogno- 
men such as Tin Pan Alley. With 


ASCAP and BMI in the Radio City 
zone; with Cole Porter apartmenting 
in the Waldorf Towers and Irving} 
Berlin equally at home in Lindy’s on | 
the breakfast shift, as he is at his 
fashionable East 78th street resi- 
dence, there’s neither Tin Pan nor 


Alley about the present-day song- 

writer, That hangover from the 

mauve decade referred to a West 
(Continued on page 52) 





Anti-German Opera 
Antipathy Reason For 
Slashing Met’s Stars 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. is 
understood to be planning to institute 
the most drastic pay cuts in the last 
decade among its stars. Reasons for 
the plenned cuts are fears of a ter- 
Tific deficit which is expected to re- 





sult because of a growing apathy 
toward German opera, which has 


kept the Met going for the past six 
years since Kirsten Flagstad’s debut. 

In 1932 the Met cut its stars ap- 
proximately 25%, with all except 
Beniamino Gigli accepting the cut in 


g00d grace. Highest salary at the 
housé is $1,000, paid to Lily Pons, 
with others such as Miss Flagstad, 


Martinelli, Tibbett, et al. receiving 
from $900 down. 

The Met lost about $25,000 this 
year, including $14,000 on its N. Y. 
season and $11,000 on the road, plus 
$160,000 it had to pay out in taxes. 


Boyer’s British War 
Relief Play in Mont’! 


Charles Boyer comes east for a/ 
New York vacation before embark- | 
ing on @ series of stage plays and 
broadcasts in Montreal. 

French screen star will appear for 
the benefit of British War Relief. 
FATHER-SON (HOLTS) CO-STAR 

Hollywood, May 13. 

Father and son share leads 
RKO’s ‘The Marines are Ready.’ 

They’re Jack and Tim Holt. 











in 


nitery. > 
'new, adjoining cafe to the East 54th 


9 A.M. ‘Defense’ Mats 





‘Defense Shows,’ to take care 
of odd-hour workers in defense 
industries, have been adopted 
by Loew’s in a number of its 
New England houses. Idea is 
similar to that instituted by 
Warner Bros. in the Philly terri- 
tory. 


Loew's opens the ‘Defense 
Show’ houses at 9 a.m., charging 
regular matinee prices. 








Hotels’ N. G. Biz 


Clue to General 


~ Bway B.0. Skid 


There has been no recovery from 
the weakness that most shows on 
Brozedway developed recently. Last 
week some managements claimed 
that business was ‘about the same,’ 
but further declines w gistered 
in a number of instances. Hotel reg- 
isters point to distinctly offish room 
occupancy and when New York’s 
visitor volume drops it is reflected 
in theatre attendance. 


were re 


» 


In show circles there is interest in 
the makeup of the summer list, 
which will get only two more shows 
after this week. Indications are 
there will be four musicals on the 

(Continued on page 55) 


KREISLER PROBABLY 
NEVER TO PLAY AGAIN 





Fritz Kreisler may never play the 
violin in concert again. However 
from those close to him, it is under- 
stood that the Viennese master 


planned, anyway, to devote his time 
to composition, prior to the accident 


which resulted in critical injuries 
Kreisler is in Roosevelt hospital, 
N. Y.. with a fractured skull, sus- 
| tained when he crossed the street 
against the traffic lights. Early this 
week his condition was reported 


slightly improved but he is still on 
the danger list. 





SAND-DANCING ? 


A midtown Monte Carlo Beach 


club will be the new summer key- | 


note that Felix Ferry and his as- 
sociates plan for the class Manhattan 
The ‘Beach’ part will be a 
street Monte Carlo, arrenged in a 
Riviera setting, with sand, etc. 

Ferry and Gene Cavallero (Col- 
ony restaurant, N. Y.) are taking 
over a nextdoor site for the summer 
room. 


ST. LOUIS BLUES 





—_—_— 


MUTUAL GRABS 
THE oPOTLGHT 


ASCAP and F.C.C. Issues 
Overcloud National Ass’n 
of Broadcasters Conven- 
tion in St. Louis — U. S. 
Defense Problems and the 
Radio Industry 








NBC-BLUE STATUS? 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
St. Louis, May i3. 
This, the 19th annual convention 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters, is the convention that will 
undoubtedly go down in radio his- 
tory as the one Mutual dominated. 
Mutual Broedcasting System stole 
the front pages of the nation during 
the prolog period by its bold strategy 
in lining up its affiliates to accept 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers’ terms. 
left NBC and CBS in the awkward 
position of holding back and refus- 
ing to exercise leadership on a major 
industry problem in whose solution 
| (Continued on page 21) 
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2-IN-1 THEATRE, 


~ MILWAUKEE 
NOVELTY 





Milwaukee, Mey 13. 
Making two theatres out of one is 
the unique idea being given a tryout 
here by the Fox people, and the 
inaugurated Saturday (10), 
hed with unusual inter- 





periment 


» ; ‘ wrat 
s pelng walt 


t by chain execs. The Strand, used 
for extended runs of pictures that 
have played the firm’s ace houses, 
Wisconsin end Palace, in the same 
block, is the place where the novelty 
has been put into operation. 

After, the boxoffice closes at night 


(Continued on page 55 
| 
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GOVERNMENT ‘HOT’ 
ON WILLIE BIOFF 


Hollywood, May 13. 








next three weeks. No inkling of 
what it will be, but U.S. officials ad- 
| mit ‘something hot’ uncovered. 
Guild and union leaders in the in- 
dustry are being quizzed. 


v 


| 
| 





This | 


| 
| 
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|Family’ (Ezra Stone) and B« 


Realistic Approach to Army Camp 





Shows; Ed Wynn Heckled in Va. 


Wants More Vice 


Denver, May 13. 
KOA recently received a let- 
ter from a listener claiming it 
was violating the N.A.B. code in 
presenting religious programs. 
‘You are not giving equal time 
to sinners,’ ran the complaint. 


~~ 


Fibber McGee 
And Molly Now 


No. 1 Crossley 








‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ program 
has grabbed the No. 1 spot in Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting 
ratings by the process of taking le 
of a dive than Jack Benny, former 
top-rater. In the latest C.A.B. re- 
port, Fibber McGee shows a 2.5 drop 
for a rating of 34.1. Benny, on the 


other hand, slid backwards 5.3 points 
to a rating of 32.8. It’s the wax 
stanza’s first crack at the ace-rating 
spot, long held by Benny or the 
Edgar Bergen show. 

Chase & Sanborn (Bergen) in 
No. 3 position, with the ‘Aldrich 


»b Hope 


in fourth and fifth spot respec- 
tively. Besides C.A.B. (Crossley) 
the C. E. Hooper check also show 


‘Fibber’ on top. 

During the daytime, Kate Smith’s 
comment series continues to hold 
firm in first place. 








‘NAB MRS. A. B. MARCUS, 


ex- 


DANCER ON “‘INDECENCY’ 


Springfield, Ma May 13 


3eatrice F. Marcus, 38, wife of A 
B. Marcus and manager of the Mar 
cu unit currently at the Court 
Square here, was arrested yesterday 
afternoon (Monday) on a charge of 
managing an_ indecent hov A 
dancer in the unit, Bernice T. Tas- 
isin, 25, of New Orleans, was also 


arrested on a charge of participating 
in an indecent show. Each was re- 
leased in $200 bail 


Miss Tassin, billed as Ha-Cha-San, 


|presented a dance in the ‘Conti- 
nental Revue’ clad in a coet of 
silver paint and little more 


Government is expected to uncap | 
explosive developments in the Willie | 
Bioff income tax investigation in the | 


| 
| 
| 





KATE SMITH, MUSIC PUB 

Kate Smith and Ted Collins have 
formed their own music publishing 
firm, Coilwill Music. 

Firm is starting three 


out with 


Newest | tunes, including Miss Smith's latest 


| development is said to have been | patriotic plug, ‘We're All Americans.’ 


‘touched off by a statement recently | 


Latter was written by Jim 


|made back east by an important film | Mangan, of Mills Novelty Co., juke- 


‘industry figure. 


box firm 





Fort Belvoir, Va., May 13. 

Ed Wynn got a lesson the hard 
| way in how not to stage an Army 
| camp entertainment here last Thurs- 
day (8). Playwright Robert E, 
|Sherwood, representing the Joint 
Army end Navy Committee on Rec- 
reation and Welfare, and the Citi- 
zens Committee, sponsors of the 
show starring Wynn and Jane Fro- 
man, likewise learned the boys want 
|} more action and less talk. [A real- 
istic plan for U. S. trainee entertain- 
ment has been mapped out and is 
detailed below.] 

Wynn was badly heckled through 
the start of the one-hour show, al- 
though reports thet he was booed 
off the platform are exaggerated, 
He made a mistake in giving a 15- 
minute ‘introductory address,’ as it 


was described by one_ spectator, 
while the soldiers wanted girls and 


zip. 

Heckling so surprised the vet 
former, inasmuch as he was cone 
tributing his services and everyone, 
it sumed, 


pere 


Wes a: was duly grateful, 
he got rattled. Instead of playing 


along with the audience, Wynn be- 
(Continued on page 55) 


Mpls. Mayor Points To 
‘DuBarry’ Ban as Good 
Reason for Re-Election 


Minneapolis, May 13, 


In his campaign to obtain renom- 
ination, Mayor George E. Leach is 
citing his ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ 
banning as an instance of hi ‘re. 
sponsiveness to public opinion with 
respect to keeping the city clean.’ 
He kept the show out of Minneapolis, 
he is saying in his addresses, because 
‘decent public opinion had repre- 
ented it to him as salaciou 

The mayor's statements are in re- 
ply to opponents’ charges that the 
underworld’ ntrols the « and 
that é I pant 

Aftel DuBa VA manned iv 
the ma the company manager n 
a statement to the pre called at- 
tention to the illegal liquor spot 


Sarah Bernhardt’s Kin 
In Deal for Film Biog 


Vichy, Mey 13. 

Lyssianne Bernhardt, granddaugh- 
ter of the ‘Divine Sarah,’ is due in 
New York from France on a picture 
deal which Irvin Merks is nego- 
tiating in New York. Will be author- 
ized film biog of Sarah Bernhardt’s 
life and career. 


Another deal set by Marks is Annie 
Vernay, French actress, soon due to 
sail from here for 20th-Fox. 

He also sold ‘800 Convicts March 


On Caraibo’ to 20th, an original by 
Jacques Companees, now in Vichy, 
but who may go over to work on 
the script. However, Metro is also 
interested in the Russo-French au- 
thor for Hollywood. 
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Quip Blends With Tribute in H'wood 
Salute to Jack Benny's 10th Air Anni 








By JACK HELLMAN 


Los Angeles, May 13. 


It was an evening of rich memory 
for the 1,250 radio and picture big 
shots who paid homage to Jack 
Benny on: the threshold, of his 10th 
year on the kilocycle circuit. Quips 
that passed in the night from the lips 
of past masters of the witty word 
will go ringing down the corridors 
of time—to land on meny a program 
in various and sundry forms. It 
was a gagwriters’ field day, and a 
benefit for those who remembered to 
bring along a pad and a stick of 
graphite. 

NBC gave the party and wrote off 
$25,000 to < sentimental gesture. It 
must have been worth it to Niles 
Trammell just to hear Benny as- 
servate, without any trace of levity, 
‘] hope I’m with NBC the rest of my 
radio career.’ Hear ye, Ward Wheel- 
ock. 

Le affaire Benny out-Hollywooded 
Hollywood in all its glamorous facets. 
Biltmore Bow! was festooned with 
all manner of blooms, there wasn’: 
a polo shirt in the house (you win, 
Clay Morgan) and the wifies anu 
champagne that flowed were of rare 
vintage and good grape years of old 
France. Guest list wes studded with 


(Continued on page 34) 


L. A. Papers Boycott 
Jack Benny Dinner, 





' Salting Old Wound 





4 Los Angeles, May 13. 

Breach between radio and the 
downtown dailies widened consider- 
ably last week when publishers let 
it be known that there would be no 
news or art coverage of the Jack 
Benny testimonial dinner. Although 
as a social event it ranked second 
only to the Academy dinner, the 
sheets decided to give it a wide 
berth. 

Niles Trammell, NBC. prez, had a 
chance to tell them off when the 
rags sent their reporters to his hotei 
for an interview, but he discreetly 
refrained from any mention of it. 
Later, however, he said he was sur- 
prised to learn of their action be- 
cause of Benny’s many appearances 
at benefits. Nowhere else in the 
country does such a condition ob- 
tain, he said. 

The sheets will know where they 
stand hereafter when they want any 
favors of radio. 


GARBO NAME ‘ARTISTIC 
ACHIEVEMENT’ —COURT 


Budapest, April 20. 
The name of Greta Garbo may be 
used as a term signifying the highest 
degree of artistic 
Hungarian law court stated recently, 
bringing a verdict against Metro’s 
Budapest branch and in favor of 
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One Very Easy Lesson 





Panama City, May 13. 

They are telling the gag around 
town about the Hollywood agent 
who books the leading Canal 
Zone cabaret. 

If he’s stuck for gals for his 
next show, he fits the future en- 
tertainer to a hula skirt, gives 
her few fast lessons in hipwav- 
ing, a stock arrangement of ‘Song 
of the Islands,’ puts her on the 
boat and trusts to luck thet she 
wows ’em. 

From stenographer or waitress 
to actress in one easy lesson and 
an eight-week contract in the 
tropics, is the lure. So far, it’s 





worked. 











Butcher Union’s Top 
Exec a Songwriter 


On Side; 27th Anni 


Louisville, May 13. 
Unusual party was thrown at a 
; local hotel Monday (5) when Mr. 
and Mrs. Pat Gorman celebrated 
their 27th wedding anniversary. All 
the tunes played by the 15-piece ork, 
and sung by three vocalists, were 
composed by Gorman, international 
president of Amalagmated Meat 
'Cutters & Butcher Workmen of 
' America, AFL affiliate. 


Affair was sponsored by friends of 
; the union chief, who heard of the 
| labor leader’s avocation. Seems thet 
|Gorman was a prolific writer of 
|tunes in his younger days, some of 
| Which attained some’ degree of suc- 
'cess. The 27 tunes played at the 
anniversary party were just a part 
|of the 200 he has written over 2 
|long period of years. 








numbers submitted to a publisher. 


Affair was aired for 30 minutes over | 


WINN. Friends of Gorman are 
working on an idea, whereby the 
| tunes can be eired over a network, 


|under sponsorship of various labor 


| 
i 
| 


achievement, a | 


organizations, and details are being 
worked out at the Washington office. 





-HEARN’S ALWAYS GETS 


(TO) ITS CUSTOMERS 


Fantastic, in view of the reported 
heavy sinkings of British ships in 





| the north Atlantic, is the claim of 


Hearn’s, N.Y. department store, of a 
perfect record 
parcels to England. Store, 
guarantees person to person de- 
| liveries, states that it has shipped 
7-8,000 parcels, valued at more than 
$50,000, on 15 boats since last De- 
cember without a single loss. 

Store parcels rationed food, such 
as butter, sugar, tea and lemon juice 
| concentrate, in variously priced 
| packages, with the cost including 
| shipping, British duty and insurance. 


Mozgokepipari Co, in an unusual | Latter is carried by Lloyds. 


case. | 
Metro sued Meozgokepipari, dis- | 
tributing company, because pres: 


publicity advertising picture ‘Strange 
Woman,’ spoke of star, Christine 
Soederbaum, as ‘European Greta 
Garbo,’ compared her style of acting 
with Garbo’s and pointed out 
parallels between the two actresses’ 
lives. Miss Soederbaum is also of 
Swedish origin. 

Metro’s local branch objected to 
this exploitation of a Metro star’s 
fame for another actress’ publicity, 
contending that such unfounded 
praise constituted unfair competition 
and an encroachment upon Metro’s 
rights. 

Court obtained expert 
whether Miss Soederbaum’s talent, 


reputation and her performance in | 
| Howard Hughes under pressure from | 


the picture in question warranted 
comparison with Miss Garbo. 


baum’s performance was of the 


highest order. 


Custer Rides Again 


Hollywood, May 13. 








opinion | 


Ex- | 
pert opinion stated Miss Soeder- | 


Gorman ad- | 
|mits that songwriting is his hobby, | 
and he has never had any of the | 


in delivering food | 
which | 


Bromfield on the Stand | 





Louis Bromfield, author, was ex- 
amined (Friday (9) before trial in 
N. Y. federal court in connection 
with a $50,000 suit against 20th Cen- , 
\tury-Fox Film Corp. by Eleanor 
Harris, who claims she is the author 
of the original on which ‘Brigham 
Young’ was based. 

The plaintiff avers both she and 
Bromfield worked on the screenplay 
together, but that he received all the 
screen credit. | 


200 Harvard Frosh 
Do a Mass Strip At 
Sally Rand’s Invite 








Cambridge, Mass., May 13. 
Harvard took it off for Sally Rand 
| when, in response to a surging chant, 
'‘Take off your clothes!’, she an- 
| swered, ‘I will if you will” Almost | 

as one man the 200 students attend- 
ing the freshman smoker in Sanders 
| theatre here started to disrobe, hurl- 
ing neckwear, shirts and other wear- 
ing apparel about. 

It was the greatest mass undress 
‘in Harvard history. 

Unruffled, the balloon dancer, cur- 
rently appearing at the Latin Quar- 
ter, Boston, said, ‘This is something 
I never thought of before, but I | 
think of it now. I’ve never danced 
a Viennese waltz with a Harvard 
man!’ She stood with outstretched 
arms. 
| A-rush for the stage resulted. She 
danced about with several until order , 
was restored again by Ed Sullivan, 
,columnist, acting as master of cere- 
monies. 

The students removed coats, ties, 
shirts and some tried to do other 
things in the mass undress. During 
her Viennese Waltz, Miss Rand wore 
a very feminine white marquisette 
dress trimmed in white lace, while 
the Joe Collegers were stripped to 
the waist. 








Hottest May in 50 Years | 


Slows Film Production 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Hottest California weather for May 
in half a century slowed up film 
production, particularly on the out- 
door sets, where players and crews 
had no protection from the sun. 
Mercury climbed to 97 and caused 
the postponement of a Civil War 
battle in ‘Belle Starr’ at 20th-Fox. 
| Other troupes on back lots and near- | 

by ranches were similarly affected. 
One picture that went on regard- | 
less of the heat was, ‘Sun Velley | 
Serenade’ at 20th-Fox, where the 
| players worked indoors on ice skates. | 


| ‘Journey’ Deferred, Indef 








Hollywood, May 13. 

War, and its sudden diplomatic 
shifts in the Balkans, ruined plans 
for the early production of ‘Journey 

iInto Fear,’ the David Hempstead 
feature slated at RKO. 

Hempstead, with the approval of 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, de- | 
ferred shooting of the picture indefi- | 
| nitely on the theory that it might be | 
| historically inaccurate when it hits | 

‘the screen. 





UA's Archibald Clippers Into N.Y. “awe 
London; Says British Keep Pic Stride 





‘Howard Hughes Dusts Off 
‘Queer People,’ Once Tabu 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Leo McCarey is dusting off ‘Queer 

People,’ a tale of haywire Hollywood- 

ites, shelved several years ago by 





| studio execs. 
Hughes has a releasing deal with 
| 20th-Fox and may film the picture 


who handled the original prepara- 
tions, as director. 


Harpo’s Strawhatter 








| 
| 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Harpo Marx goes east in August 


Errol Flynn’s next starrer at War- to play a comic role in ‘Yellow- 
ners is ‘They Died With Their Boots | jacket,’ a strawhatter at Marblehead, 


On,” slated to start June 16. 
Story deals with the career of 
General Custer. 


| 


| 


Maine. 
Deal was made by Alexander 
Woollcott. 


— 


for that company with McCarey, | 


By GEORGE FROST | 


Neither bombs nor blitzkrieg, war 
nor worry, cannon nor conqureor | 
has appreciably slowed the whir of | 
projection rooms in England, George 
Archibald, European representative 
| of United Artists, declared at La 
Guardia Field, New York, when, on 
Friday (9) he landed at the Inter- 
national Marine Terminal with his 
| wife Elizabeth aboard Pan-Ameri- 
can Airways’ Yankee Clipper from 
Lisbon. 

‘Considering the blitz and every- 
thing else,’ Archibald stated, ‘busi- 
| ness is extremely good in the United | 
Kingdom. For the first three months | 
| of 1941 we established a record.’ | 
| The Continental exec said that | 
about 4,500 houses of an approximate | 


} 
} 


5,000 are operating full swing. Lon- 
‘don, he said, favors the same type of | 
‘good. pictures’ that win acclatm. in | 
New York, with ‘The Great Dictator,’ | 
| “Thief of Bagdad,’ ‘Rebecca’ and ‘For- | 
(Continued on page 42) 


| which went into production at Metro. 


~ aati 


+ POPC COSOSOCEGE Ss, + 


THE BERLE-ING POINT 
{ By Milton ented e : 2 


Arrived in N.Y, Monday. Heard Mayor LaGuardia hasn’t been busy the 
last couple of weeks, so I came back to start a couple of fires. 

Open June 11 at the Paramount—by special permission of Red Skelton, 
Though I'm playing the Paramount, my heart belongs to Piermont. 

What a trip back. When the train stopped at Albuquerque, I gave the 
porter a $20 bill and told him to get me a couple of cigars and something 
for himself—so he got himself a Bulova watch. 

Before leaving the Coast went in to say goodbye to Darryl F. Zanuck, 
For an half hour we played tug-of-war with my contract. 

Broadway Dept. 

Broadway Sam reports that 90% of the tickets bought for the show, 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ are sold to vegetarians. 

Georgie Jessel was born under the sign of Taurus. J. C. Flippen under 
the sign of Leo, the Lion. But Oscar Levant had to be different—he was 
born under the Wrigley sign. 

Holly woodiana 

When ‘Citizen Kane’ was premiered the other night at the El Capitan, 
Orson Welles arrived in a 16-cylinder planet wearing a neon-top hat which 
spelled out ‘Released at Last.’ 

Barney Dean paid $15 for a steak dinner at Ciro’s the other nite—his 
stomach thought he had struck a gold mine. 

Took Betty Grable to the ‘Ice-capades’ last week and she froze up on me, 

John Payne doesn’t like to play screeno. He's afraid his draft number 
might show up. , . 

Went to the Legion Stadium before leaving town and saw two midgets 
wrestling. One midget won by applying a %th Nelson. 

Errol Flynn knows a certain actress in town who gives the director a 
screen test before she appears in a picture. (It’s a switch.) 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back celluloid collars? 

Saw the premiere of ‘Major Barbara’ and wrote a new song, ‘High on a 
Wendy Hiller.’ 

Suggestion for a new theme song for the Jello program: ‘The Night Is 
Young and You're So Rubicam.’ 

Radice Department 

It was so crowded at the CBS Radio Theatre for the Glenn Miller show 

that his musicians were only playing half-notes. 
There’s No Truth to the Rumor: 

That Fibber McGee and Molly supply Johnson Wax to Adolphe Menjoif 
for his mustache....That Vic Mature joined a lonely hearts club... .That 
M. Proser will be known as “Three Club Monte’....That Jimmy Stewart 
is knitting a sweater for Maxie Rosenbloom’s cauliflower ear....That 
Broadway Rose wears a turtleneck girdle. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Romo Vincent: ‘Son of Monte Crisco’...Eddie Davis: A Medley with 
Legs...Alfred Lunt: ‘Fontanne of Youth’...Kay Kyser: ‘Citizen Corn’... 
Orson Welles: ‘I, yi, yi, Dolores!’ 

Observations 

Just found out what a Municipal golf course is—‘Biood and Sand.’ 

With the Borscht circuit opening up Crosby and Hope ought to do a 
picture called ‘The Road to Grossinger’s.’ 

The weather in Hollywood has been so bad the only way you could 
get a burn on your face was to shave close. 

Eavesdropped at Copacabana: ‘She used to look like a Powers model— 
now she looks like a Powers elephant.’ 

Eavesdropped at Stork Club: ‘Hey, waiter. 





Give that Ickey a Rickey 


| with a Mickey.’ 


Eavesdropped at ‘21’: ‘Is she noisy? 
Still department.’ 
A 46th street jitterbug-character was drafted and refused army shoes— 
he demanded black and whites. 
Whatever Became of —————? 
Val & Ernie Stanton 
Boyle and Della 
Pilcer, Douglas & Raft 
Afterpiece 
Contrast: When a plane flies over a country in Europe, they start shoot- 
ing. But, when a plane flies over a studio in Hollywood, they stop shooting. 


She can’t even keep quiet in the 


Hale & Harty 
Joe Phillips & Co. 
Tracy, Gale & Leonard 


KEEP SMILIN’ 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Jeanette MacDonald has her hus- 
band, Gene Raymond, as male ro- 
mentic lead in ‘Smilin’ Through,’ 


Rockefeller Center 
Permanent Ice House: 
| Henie-Wirtz Cut Costs 


It is the intention of the Rockefel- 
lers to establish the Center, Radio 
City, as a permanent spot for ice 
revues, That was brought out after 
conferences with the theatre man- 
agement and Arthur M. Wirtz, who, 


Frank Borzage directs the Victor 
Saville production, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Robert Arden. 
George Bagnall. 
Robert Benchley. 


Ingrid Bergman. ° with Sonja Henie, presents ‘It Hap- 
Milton Berle. pens on Ice’ there. Business since 
Irving Berlin. the show returned after playing 


Nate Blumberg. | arenas out of town has not been bet- 
John Boles. | ter than fair, but operating expenses 
Charles Boyer. | have been reduced so that it is 
Harry Brandt. | breaking even and visitors, espe- 
Everett Crosby. | cially when the schools are out, fig- 
Rufe Davis. ure to support the revue through 
Lew Fields. | summer. 


Robert Foulk. Confidence of the Rockefellers in 
William Gehring. ‘Ice’ was indicated when the refrig- 


Eddie Golden. (Conti a 18) 
Tom Harrington. ontinue a page 


George Jessel. 
Arthur Kelly. 
William Kupper. N. Y. to L. A. 
Laudy Lawrence. | Emil Brisacher. 

Eleanor Lynn. | Phyllis Brooks. 

Tony Martin. Rene Clair. 

Louis B. Mayer. Fred Feldkamp. 

Charles E. McCarthy. John Garfield. 

Victor McLaglen. Tito Guizar. 

Gladys Mensh. Miriam Hopkins, 

Irving Mills. Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 


Clay Morgan. Lawrence Langner. 
Connie Nickerson. Edmund Lowe. 


Steve Pallos. Myrna Loy. 
Gabriel Pascal. Lucien Mandelik. 
Pat Paterson. Armina Marshall. 





Phil Regan. Pete Mayer. 
John Royal. Arnold Moss. 
Dave Sigal. Alan Mowbray. 


Howard Strickling. 
William Sussman. 
Norman Taurog. 
William Thomas. 
Felix Van Newman. 
Francia White. 

Jules White. 

Herman Wobber. 
Marjorie Woodworth. 


Ben Piazza. 
Rags Ragland. 
Niles Trammell. 
Lana Turner. 


SAILING 


Johannes Stee] (May 10), New 
York to Lisbon (Atlantic Clipper). 
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Writers Guild Demanding Three Times 


Minimum Offered by Studio Heads 








Hollywood, May 13. 


Although the Producers and 
Screen Writers Guild continued 
their contract huddles today (Tues.), 
the Guild has called a special meet- 
ing for Monday (19) to sound out the 
sentiment of the membership on the 
advisability of calling 2 strike if 
their demands are ‘not reasonably 
met.’ Shop stewards, who have been 
canvassing the working writers, say 
the scriveners mean business this 
time, and that they are certain to 
order a stoppege of work if the Pro- 
ducers try to shove them around. 


Counter-proposals have been sub- 


mitted to the Guilders by the com-' 
pany representatives, but it has been | 


indicated that most of these do not 
meet the writer demands. The Pro- 
ducers offered a minimum wage of 
$50 per week, with the Guild insist- 
ing on three times that amount. 


A showdown on negotiations be- 


tween the two groups is expected: 


after the executive board has hed 
an opportunity to discuss the situa- 
tion with the membership. 

A symposium on the economic and 
creative problems of writers will be 
a feature of the Authors League of 
America Conference to be held 


under the sponsorship of the SWG) 


May 23-24 at the University of Cali- 
fornia et Los Angeles. Special em- 
phasis will be laid on the problems 
of scriveners employed in the mo- 
tion picture and radio fields. A 
lineup of prominent speakers is now 
being arranged. 

Radio Writers Guild at a meeting 
yesterday (Monday) voted full sup- 
port to the Screen Writers Guild of 
a strike is called. 


Resolution adopted expressed full 
sympathy with the demands and 
conditions of the scribes and offered 
complete cooperation. 


ALL BUT PRO-NAZI RAG 
IN B.A. HAIL DOUG, J 


Buenos Aires, May 13. 
El Pampero, principal Nazi propa- 
ganda organ here, took up the at- 
tack begun last week by German- 
financed papers in _ other 








Fairbanks, Jr., on the actor-good- 
willer’s arrival in Buenos Aires yes- 
terday (Monday). Fairbanks, ap- 
pointed to a cultural mission in 
Latin-America by President Roose- 
velt, came here from Rio for a 
three-weeks’ stay. 

Hollywoodite got a large and cor- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Ear! Carroll Denies He 





And Schnoz Are Feudin’ 





Hollywood, May 13. 


Earl Carroll says that he and 
Jimmy Durante are ‘the best of 
friends’ and denies a report from 


San Francisco that the showman and 
comedian were at odds over a bit the 
Schnoz is due to use at the opening 
this week there of Stairway to the 
Stars, night spot formerly the Em- 
bassy. 

Carroll also said there is no deal 
with Durante about appearing in 
the former’s forthcoming new Holly- 
wood cafe show. 





Durante was in the current Holly- 
wood Carroll show, going to New 
York because of his father’s death. 
Upon returning to the Coast he did 
not resume at the nitery. 





Phyllis Brooks West 


Phyllis Brooks, RKO _ contrect 
Player, who has been in two New 
York legiters during the past season, 
returns to Hollywood this week. She 
has no definite assignment yet. 

Femme started the season in 
‘Panama Hattie,’ B. G. DeSylvia mu- 
Sical, which she left to join ‘Night 
Before Christmas,’ Paramount-back- 
ed comedy. Letter did a quick fold. 


v 


South | 
American countries against Douglas | 


Nix Nazi Pic Ads 





San Francisco, May 13. 

First instance of newspaper 
censorship of propaganda ads in 
this area cropped up this week 
with refusal of the Berkeley 
(Calif.) Gazette to accept copy 
on ‘Blitzkrieg in the West,’ Nazi 
propaganda flick. War reels 
have been booked into the 
Franklin, Oakland and the Ti- 
voli, San Francisco. 

Previously played the Princess, 
last remaining Deutsches show- 
case in the west. 











Eddie Bracken Will Sub 
For Bob Burns on Kraft; 
Ameche in Crosby Spot 








| Eddie Bracken replaces Bob Burns 
when the latter goes off the ‘Kraft 
Music Hall’ program for the sum- 
mer. He'll be co-starred with Don 
Ameche, who will sub for Bing 
Crosby, and will probably remain 
with the show when Crosby returns 
in the fall. It'll be his first major 
|radio series. Contract is for three 
years. 

Young character comedian, signed 
with Paramount, gets his first star 
billing on the screen in his next 
picture for the studio, ‘The Fleet’s 
In,’ scheduled to start shooting about 
July 1. He’ll be the only star in the 
film, with Betty Hutton and Cass 
Daley featured. Bracken is cur- 
rently personaling at Paramount, 
N. Y., and in the film ‘Reaching for 
the Sun,’ at the same house. He re- 
turns to the Coast as soon as he 
closes the present engagement, prob- 
ably next week. 
| Mrs. Bracken, the 
| Connie Nickerson, who was severely 


| injured in an auto accident on the | 


| Coast last fall, accompanied the ac- 
tor east. 


| 
TOMMY FARR HEADS 








London, May 13. 

Tommy Farr, one-time contender 
for the world’s heavyweight boxing 
championship, has built a vaude act 
around himself. It’s set for a hefty 
road ___ schedule. Labeled ‘Keep 
Punching,’ it uses the Gordon Ray 
Girls for dressing. 

A Welshman, Farr has done some 
warbling for discs and on personals. 
It’s his first time out with a unit. He 
was accepted for duty with 


nixed because of eye trouble. 





‘Pittsburgh Singer Joins 
Gene Autry Enterprises 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 
‘Tiny’ Ellen Sutton, 240 pound, 17- 


year-old Pittsburgh singer who has 
been on Brian McDonald’s Wilkens 
Amateur Hour over WJAS, has been 


set to go with Gene Autry. A student 
at Allegheny High School, girl ac- 
companied Autry to New York fo 
his network show week ago Sunday 
(4) and while there auditioned for 
Wrigley and CBS officials, who put 
their stamp of approval on her. 
Miss Sutton will appear 


programs and is also scheduled to 


get a build-up in Autry’s Republic | 
Autry’s been scouting around | 
/for some one to replace Mary Lee, 


| pix. 


| who’s going to be starred in a series 
of her own at Republic, 


20TH HOLDS FORDE 
Hollywood, May 13. 
| Darryl Zanuck signed Eugene 
Forde to a director contract at 20th- 
Fox. 


Pact goes into effect after he fin- | n 
ishes ‘The Dead Take No Bows’ on| of the Frying Pan, 


that lot. 


COL. PEMBERTON 





legit actress | 


BRITISH VAUDE REVUE 


Royal | 
Air Force at outset of war, but was| 


with | 
Autry on his weekly ‘Melody Ranch’ | 


| York, Sunday 
| First assignment may be ‘New York 
| Story’ or ‘Honky Tonk.’ 


version of ‘Hattie.’ 


| test 








INCOMES DOWN 
FOR 400 SCAIBS 


—_—-——_—_— 


Heavy Drop Attributed to 
Studio Blackout of Term 
Deals—Most Jobs on a 
Weekly Basis — 300 Idle 
Despite Production Boom 





AGENTS HIT 





Hollywood, May 13. 

Film writers are currently enjoy- 
ing a business boom, resulting from 
heavy preparations for 1941-42 pro- 
duction plans, which will aid con- 
siderably in bringing up the average 
of their yearly earnings. Latter 
have shown a big drop-off during the 
past year, largely due to the fact that 
term contracts for picture scribblers 
have reached a new low. 

Falling off of term pacts, accord- 

(Continued on page 20) 





WORKING OUT 


Senator Wheeler's Newsreel War 
Propaganda Charges Anew: H' wood 
Producers Disavow Warmongering’ 





Defense Payoff 





Miami, May 13. 

To hypo sales of Government 
defense bonds, station WKAT, 
Miami Beach, began yesterday 
(Monday) to pay off all contest 
and quiz program winners in de- 
fense stamps instead of cash. 
Frank Katzenstine, owner of the 
station, hopes other stations and 
sponsors will adopt the idea. 

WKAT is an NBC Blue outlet. 








Band Managers Settle 
$300,000 Suit Against 
Buddy Rogers, Pickford 


Breach of contract suit against 
Buddy Rogers and Mary Pickford, 
preferred by Arthur Michaud and 
Jim Peppe, has been settled out of 
court. Suit asked $300,000 from 
Rogers and Miss Pickford charging 
the ex-bendleader abrogated a 10- 





Pickford was named co-defendant in 
the action because she allegedly in- 








LEGIT DEAL 


Deal is set between’ Brock 
Pemberton and Columbia Pictures 
whereby the latter would finance 
tryouts in summer stock and pro- 
duction next season if shows are 
deemed to be Broadway possibilities. 
Little money would be required for 
the tryouts, but in the event the ma- | 
terial looks favorable, financing of | 
regular production would proceed | 
without further huddling between | 
the manager and the film end. 

Columbia has been eyeing legit for | 
some time, but has rarely partici- 
pated. It was not represented on | 
Broadway this season. Paramount 
is a participant in ‘Lady in the Dark’ 


(Alvin) and was also in on ‘The 
Night Before Christmas,’ which | 
closed swiftly in the red. Metro 


wholly backed ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ 
still playing (Belasco) and will sim- 
ilarly finance ‘We Fought at Arques.’ 

Other picture companies have ex- 
hibited little interest in backing 
shows, some saying the Dramatists 
Guild conditions are still not ac- 


| ceptable. 


15 Original Berlin 
Songs in ‘Holiday’; 
Deal on 10% Basis 


Irving Berlin will have 15 original 
songs in ‘Holiday Inn’ which Mark 
Sandrich will produce-direct for 
Paramount with Bing Crosby and 
Fred Astaire co-starred. Instead of 
being a Be cavalacade, as 
first intentioned, the only oldie 
‘Easter Parade’ and, 


15 new songs will comprise 


rliniana 

will 
the 
ths 


be instead, 
core, 

Berlin’s deal with Par is a straight 
10%-of-the-gross, no guarantee, by 
Berlin’s explicit preference. In fact, 
the deal was only signatured by the 
tunesmith the past week when he 

(Continued on page 18) 





Ragland to Coast 
Rags Ragland, comic in ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ and inked by Metro, left New 
(11), for the Coast. 


He'll later 
repeat his legit role in the screen 
Red Marshall is 
viceing Ragland in ‘Hattie.’ 

Al Altman of Metro also made a 
last wee of Florence Mc- 
Michael, who was in the cast of ‘Out 
recently closed 
legiter. 


|to have gone to trial May 21. 
| Eastman, attorney for Michaud and 
| Peppe, worked out settlement. 


duced Rogers to breach the contract. 


Settlement was worked out efter | 


the plaintiffs lost a motion for a 
summary judgment, which was de- 
nied them by Judge Murray Hul- 
bert in N. Y. federal court. Case was 
Lee 





SWANSON, MENJOU MAY 
BE REUNITED BY RKO 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Gloria Swanson and Adolphe Men- 
jou will be*co-starred at RKO if a 
suitable story can be found within 
a reasonable time. Studio has op- 
tions on both. 

They once were topliners at Para- 
mount although they never were 
teamed. 





“GREAT LETTERS?’ 


year managerial agreement with 
Michaud and Peppe. Amount of set- 
tlement was not revealed. Miss | 


4 





| 


| 


—_—_—_—_—_——____ 


Legislation to force newsreels to 
give equal footage to proponents of 
both sides of any controversial ques- 


tion is planned by Senator Burton 
K. Wheeler, he revealed last week. 
Montanen has frequently criticized 
the reels. An isolationist, he claims 
they have ‘propagandized’ to ‘push 
America into war.’ 

Bill he promised to introduce in 
Congress would force newsreels to 
give equal treatment to pros and 
cons as the Federal Communications 
Act forces broadcasting stations to 
do. Measure admittedly would have 
small chance of getting through 
Congress now. 


Wheeler announced his intention 
in speaking at Ann Arbor, Mich. He 
was commenting on a study (printed 
in last week’s Variety) made by 
College Men for Defense First, anti- 
war group, in which it was pointed 
out that of some 575 newsreel clips 
on war and defense in the past three 
months, only seven gave the iso- 
lationist side. 

‘The study made by College Men 
for Defense First,’ Wheeler stated, 
‘simply corroborates the charges 
made by opponents of war that the 
newsreels are being made to propa- 

(Continued on page 42) 


CAPRA, RISKIN AFTER 
CHAPLIN FOR FANTASY 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Frank Capra and Robert Riskin, 
who have not signed with any studio 
to date, contrary to reports, cre 
dickering with Charlie Chaplin to 
play the title role in ‘The Flying 
Yorkshireman,’ a fantastic story 
which has nothing to do with the 
current war. 


Rights to the yarn belong to Frank 
Lloyd, with whom the Capra-Riskin 
combo expects to reach an agree- 
ment this week. Chaplin compact 








| is still in the offing. 


| 


Frank Sullivan-Dick Maney Epistles | 


In Book Form 

Ribbing letters that have made 
their way back and forth in the 
press between Frank Sullivan and 
Dick Maney may be enlarged upon 
and become a small-sized Simon & 
Schuster volume. Pubs have. been 
talking to the pair about it. 

Sullivan is holder of a small piece 


of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ and 
Maney is p.a. for the legiter. Series 
of letters started in Variery with 
Sullivan giving Maney instructions 
on how to behave. Ismucl he 
now bore the Sullivan colors. and 
his actions would reflect on his em- 
ployer. 

Pair are slated to guest on ‘Infor- 


mation 


Ile: »” "rida, 
Pleas Friday 


‘Hattie’ for McLeod 


Hollywood, Mey 6. 
Norman McLeod inked a director 
contract at Metro, with ‘Panama 
Hattie’ as his first assignment. 
Pilot is currently in New York, 
ogling the stage play. 


20TH’S BETSY BLAIR TEST 

Betsy Blair, whom William 
Saroyan signed for the lead in his 
‘The Beautiful People’ after gander- 
ing her in a 45th street, N. Y., bistro, 
has been option by 20th-Fox. 

Femme’s total experience before 
Saroyan saw her saunter into the 
spot was in a bit dancing role in 
‘Panama Hattie,’ which she left to 


(16) night. 





| join ‘People.’ 


| 
iti 
i 
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RKO Sets ‘Fantasia 
Single Sound Track; Other Pix Deals 


Wrong Steer 


_ 


Hollywood, May 18. 
Warners had an _ unscripted 
stampede on the Calabasas ranch 





Into 15 Houses, 





when a sudden wind storm 
caused 400 steers in ‘Bad Men of 
+ Missouri’ to forget their lines 


RKO has booked Walt Disney’s 
‘Fantasia’ into 15 theatres where the 
picture will be shown with the single 
sound track developed by Disney | 
engineers and claimed to retain many 


and gallop into the motor high- 
way nearby. 

Dennis Morgan and several 
film buckaroos were bruised be- 
fore the stampeders were herded 
| back into focus. 


Rep. Readies Dozen To 
Compete Against Tives 





RCA’s Theatre Television On Large — 


Screen Not Overly Impressive 





Large screen (15x20 feet) theatre 
television as revealed Friday (9) at 
the New Yorker theatre, West 54th 
street, New York, is intended by its 
authors, the Radio Corp. of America, 





| 000. A. T. & T. cable fees and other 
/royalties and maintenance charges 
are additional. Also added are the 
terms for rights to sports events, ete. 





of the finest features incorporated in nh 
the elaborate system used when the mr Hollywood, May 13. 
picture first wes released. With all Republic is speeding up its produc- 
the sound elements combined on the tion schedule to turn out 10 to 12 fea- 
single track, RKO oo to jo le tures before the opening of the new 
production to exhibitors withou f ; 
elaborate, costly installations or selling season Aug. 1. While not 








to be a service for or a supplement | No information seems available at 
to regular film exhibition. RCA’s|!the moment as to what kind of 


Tree RCA will confine itself’ to the | *ttaight fees or percentage-wise con- 
manufacture and sale (or lease) of tracts the sports promoters have in 
equipment and will expect others, | mind. 

outsiders, to produce, stage, book and| Sports fraternity was much in evi- 
deliver sports events or other items | 


changes in their regular projection 
booth. ‘ 

Initial engagement in Canada for 
‘Fantasia’ will be at His Majesty’s 
thectre, Montreal, May 26 or June 2. 
It began its reserved-seat run at the 
National, Washington, yesterday 
(Tuesday), as well as at the Apollo, 
Indianapolis. Tomorrow (Thursday), 
the him opens in Louisville, Hartford 

nd Baltimore. It also hes been set 

for Reading, Harrisburg, Memphis, 
Duluth, Seattle, Cincinnati, Elmira, 
LaCrosse and Portland. 


‘Dictator’ in Minn. 
Minneapolis, May 13. 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
finally has made a deal with United 
Artists for ‘The Dictator’ and pic- 


technically affected by the consent | 


PANS HWOODS 
decree, Herbert J. Yates, board, BRUSHOFF T0 
chairman, has ordered at least wd 

pictures to be readied for competi- | THE PRESS 

tive selling. Shooting will be done | 

during June and July. | 


| 
| First of the new program is ‘Hur- 
ricane’ Smith,’ to be produced by 
Robert North, who is elso preparing 
‘There Goes My Wifé’ Armand 
Schaefer has four on his production | 
schedule: ‘Big Bonanza,’ ‘Mercy | 
Island,’ and two untitled. Four to | 
be produced by Albert J. Cohen are ' some lusty wallops at film producers 
| ‘Memphis Belle,’ ‘Pardon My Stripes,’ | tor blacking out the picture previews 
‘The Devil Pays Off’ and ‘Navy Blue | to, the West Coast correspondents. 


'Eyes.’ First of the Don Barry west- Pointing out that newspapers had 
erns for 1941-42 will be ‘The Oregon | paid the pictures the intelligent com- 


Trail, to be produced by George | Dliment of sending out correspon- 
Sherman. dents who lifted the Hollywood ma- 





Detroit, May 13. 
Taking up the cudgel in behalf of 
its Hollywood correspondent, Harold 
Heffernan, who also is syndicated via 
N.A.N.A., the Detroit News takes 


of boxoffice appeal. 

Theatre television conveyed from 
point of origin by coaxial telephone 
lines directly to the theatre or thea- 
tres on the circuit is a ‘private’ serv- 
ice as distinct from the ‘home’ tele- 
vision that goes out over the air un- 
der FCC license and in which opera- 
tion RCA-NBC presumably wilil con- 
tinue, along with other and competi- 
tive companies, to provide actual 
program service. 

Emphasis was made in the cere- 
monies Friday of the fact that Madi- 





65 public events each year, all of 
them, it was suggested, appropriate 
for and presumably available to fu- 
‘ture theatre television. 

A provocative publicity stunt at 


} 


son Square Garden (N. Y.) nas some | 


ture will go into the Minneapolis | 
and St. Paul Orpheums this month 
at regular admission prices. UA’s 





- 


terial from the plant of inane chat- the New Yorker theatre was large 
ter to a useful section of the press, it display frames using sports montages 
pointed out that commercial amuse-|t0 visualize the idea, each display 





50% demand was the hitch that kept 
the parties apart until last week. 
Minnesota Amus, held out for a les- 
ser split and understood a compro- 
mise was reached. 


The same thing happened with | 


‘Gone With the Wind’ for its second 
pop price runs. 
mand was a stumbling block for sev- 
eral months and the _ distributor 
finally made concessions before Par 
elosed for the film. of 


KANE’ 2-A-DAY 
DISAPPOINTING 


High hopes held at RKO that ‘Citi- 
zen Kane,’ the new Orson Welles 
composite biographical, would quali- 
fy as a two-a-day roadshow picture 
at advanced admissions had a seri- 
ous jolt during the week on reports 
from openings away from Broadway. 
Film now is in its second week at 
the Palace, New York, and although 
not a smash, it is doing well. 

Same is not true in Los Angeles 
and Chicago. Showmen in both 
cities are critical of the method of 
handling the engagements. On the 
Coast it was lined up in two houses, 
El Capitan, on Hollywood boulevard, 
which never previously had played 
a picture and had been used ex- 
clusively for stock and occasional 
road legit, and the RKO Hillstreet, 
in the downtown section. Latter 
house never had played a film at 
upped admissions. Before the week 
was over the film was pulled at the 
Hilistreet and the run confined to 
El Capitan, where receipts were 
very disappointing. 

In Chicago, the film was day-and- 
dated at the Palace and the Woods. 
Neither house got a good start and 
the picture was pulled from the Pal- 
ace before the week’s end, 
hope that business at 
would improve. 

Only other bookings immediately 
in prospect are Boston, at the Ma- 
jestic, following ‘Fantasia,’ and in 
San Francisco, at the Geary, legiter. 

Trade comment is that ‘Kane’ is 
made to order for the regular re- 
leases, but not strong enough for 
roadshow policy at $1.65. Showing 
film in two competing theatres also 
is considered an unnecessary show- 
manship hazard, particularly after 
recent experiences of ‘Meet John 
Doe.’ 

‘Gone With the Wind’ hurdled the 
dual theatre scheme a year ago. 
Broadway showmen comment 
‘Orson Welles is good, but he isn’t 
Rhett Butler.’ 











Studio Prod. Overflow 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Production is so heavy on the 
General Service lot that two pro- 
ducers, Edward Small and Alexan- 
der Korda, shifted over temporarily 
to the Goldwyn studio. 

Small is making ‘International 
Lady’ and Korda is filming ‘Illu- 
sions.’ 


Metro’s 50% de-| 


in the 
the Woods 


1S, 


Enlarged WB Sales 
~ Dept. Causes Sharp 
Home-Office Revamp 


| Because of plans for enlarging the 


peed CAGREHIOR, © WHTEEE : Hves. ‘Only the impetus of pre-arousing 
shifting departments around at the | public curiosity can send a film off 


home office on West 44th Street. | to a flying start,’ the News observed. 
|Blaine-Thompson agency, which had | ‘It is always fascinating, if a little 


|several offices on the second floor, | gruesome to see an enterprise which 

ing. Space formerly occupied by the | 

department oftces in promect” UA ALMOST SET ON 

for the increased sales staff is mak- | 

5 K ANF’ ALUMNI NOW |product lined up and ready to an- 
| Kelly said he would also have de- 
| meetings. 


|will move out of the Warner build- | exists by the public’s favor in the 
WB clubrooms also may be taken 
ITS 1941-42 LINE 
ing the changes necessary. 
|nounce next Monday (19), v.p. Ar- 
| SET FOR HOLLYWOOD CPosedinr following his return from 
termined by Monday the dates for 
5 e 
Hearst’s Anti-Welles 


|ing and be centered in Sardi build- | act of cutting its own throat.’ 
over and a realignment of publicity 
New equipment and large desks | 
| | United Artists will have its 1941-42 
ur W. Kelly declared yesterday 
two weeks on the Coast. 
| the twice-postponed regional sales 
Drive Upped Air Show 


ment, whatever the type, depends on 
public good will. 





it was indicated that if club owners 
became so ridiculous as to bar 
writers from the training camps, the 
game would wither within a few 
weeks from lack of interest. 


} 
| 








is 














Five members of the cast of Orson 
Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ have obtained 
film pacts or are negotiating for 
them as result of their work in the 
RKO picture. Three of the five had 





never appeared on the screen be- 
fore. 
Newcomers to Hollywood who | 


have been handed term contracts are | 
Joseph Cotten, who has been signed 
by Alexander Korda and makes his 





‘Free Company’ program, which 


debut d the latter’s 

‘Tiusione’ pl et Wecslake the recently went off CBS after com-| 
by RKO and “tees off in “True pleting its scheduled 13 weeks, | 
Form’ and ‘Two on an Island’ W ~ubled it rating during the two 


weeks the Hearst press was attack- 
ing it for alleged radicalism. Ac- 
| cording to a special Gill survey, the 
rating went from 2.1 to 4.5 during 
that period. 


liam Alland, another novice to cel- 
luloid, is understood to have a deal 
set with another studio. 

Dorothy Comingore, who had 
previously appeared in minor parts | 2 
in a few films with little notice, has | Hearst papers ganged up on the 


been added to RKO rolls also and | Series in an attempt to discredit 
starts in ‘Valley of the Sun” Gus | Orson Welles, whose ‘His Honor the 


Schilling, who had likewise been in ae a of the in- 
pix several times before, and had a eens 


very minor part in ‘Kane,’ has been 
Hackel’s 2-Pic Mono Deai 


working steadily ever since in smal! 
Hollywood, May 13. 


roles at a number of studios. 
A. W. Hackel closed a deal to pro- 
duce two features for the 1941-42 
program at Monogram. 
First is ‘Murder By Appointment’ 
and second is “The Man With Many 
Faces.’ Director is Phil Rosen. 


Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


Hungary’s U.S. film ban..... GUUES CUS CRSASEM ON Aside ec ese ened Page 14 








HOLDEN INTO PORT 
Hollywood, May 13. 
Wit'iam Holden's next top role is 
in ‘Channel Port,’ slated to start 
July 1 at Paramount. 
Fred Kohlmar is 
ducer. 





associate pro- 
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Drawing a parallel out of baseball | 


marked ‘Coming—On RCA Theatre 
| Television.’ 


| $30,000 to Equip 


| The estimated present cost of tele- 
, vision equipment for theatre is $30,- 


| 


U Expects to Have 50% 
| Of Its 1941-2 Program 


Completed by Sept. 1 


Rushing production plans, Uni- 
versal expects to have 50% of its 
entire program for the 1941-42 sea- 
| son completed by Sept. 1. Total of 
'32 pix will be ready for delivery or 
in the cutting room by Labor Day, 
| studio execs declare. 


U, at its sales conclave in Febru- 
/ary, announced 65 films, including 
|three Frank Lloyd productions, 
seven Johnny Mack Brown westerns, 
seven actioners with Dick Foran and 
Andy Devine and four serials. 








Among important productions 
skedded for summfer camerawork 
are ‘Almost an Angel,’ co-starring 


Deanna Durbin and Charles Laugh- 
|ton; ‘Hellzapoppin,” Jules Levey’s 
| pic with Olsen and Johnson; ‘Ride 
"Em Cowboy,’ new Abbott and Cos- 
tello starrer; ‘Heartbeat,’ co-starring 
| Charles Boyer and Margaret Sulla- 
van, and W. C. Fields’ ‘Never Give 
a Sucker an Even Break.’ 





Production Shuffle 
Hollywood, May 13. 

New shuffle in Universal’s produc- 
tion department advances four execs 
who have been hitherto working in 
the background. They are Milton 
H. Feld, Jack Gross, Milton Schwarz- 
wald and Joe Gershenson. Recon- 
struction of the staff was made dur- 
ing recent huddles by J. Cheever 
Cowdin, Nate Blumberg, William A. 
Scully, Cliff Work, Matty Fox and 
others. 

Feld takes over productive super- 
vision of the company’s biggest films, 


including the Abbott and Costello 
comedies, which have become the 
highest money-makers on the lot. 


and the Mayfair Productions (Jules 
Levey). Gershenson is advanced to 
a supervisory post over pictures 
turned out by Paul Malvern, Mar- 
shall Grant and Will Cowan. Gross 
supervises a new unit, with George 
Wagener and Josepi: Bernhardt, Jr., 


dence at this experimental event, of 
| which the middleweight champion- 
‘bouts between Billy Soose and Ken 
Overlin was the high point and the 


|raison d’etre, An audience of 1,200 
/persons also witnessed several items 
| sent out of the NBC television stu- 
|dios at Radio City. This included 
|emceeing by Ray Forrest, news by 
Lowell Thomas, an appearance by 
John Boles, a ‘Parker Family’ sketch 
with Taylor Holmes, Violet Heming, 
William Lynn, Helen Claire and Leon 
Janney. A Pathe newsreel and a 
sign-off (Lucy Monroe singing ‘The 
|Star Spangled Banner’) were also 
| included. 

As regards the 15-round fight. it 
came through surprisingly well. Not 
as clear as a good newsreel, but it 
was pretty consistently easy to catch 
most of the nuances with the excep- 
tion of facial expressions. A pink 
/canvas was used at the Garden, this 
being the only apparent production 
| change required by television. 
Deficiencies 


| Several observations 
| ranted: 


1. Television continues to carry an 
| element of eye-strain. 


2. The constant exploding of news- 
paper cemeramen’s flash bulbs at the 
moment of maximum mixing it up 
will detract from enjoyment, espe- 
cially if theatre-goers hereafter lay 
it on the line to watch. It will be 
the public versus the publishers, with 
both sides probably annoyed. 


3. Sports personages make indif- 
ferent sdles promotion advance agents 
for a new medium requiring busi- 
ness respectability and confidence as 
basic conditions. 


4. The job of the announcer is 
especially difficult in television. The 
audience on this occasion was fre- 
quently and audibly in disagreement 
with the comment. Blow-by-blow 
description of Jack Fraser suffered 
the handicap of immediate conflict 
with contrary impressions. The be- 
tween-the-rounds filler of William 
Spargrove was inconclusive, just so 
much rambling gab without an au- 
thoritative air. That the Soose win 
over Overlin was an unpopular ver- 
dict at the Garden found an odd 
parallel at the theatre. There, too, it 
looked like Soose had failed to es- 
tablish a valid claim to the cham- 
pionship. It seems probable that the 
accidental circumstance of a peculiar 
kind of fight and an unsatisfying 
kind of verdict distracted the audi- 
ence’s attention. 


But perhaps the greatest compli- 
ment to RCA theatre television's first 
semi-public trial is that the audience 
was so annoyed with the descrip- 
tions and so piqued by the decision 
that it did not pause very long to 
give the accomplishment of theatre 
television itself its appropriate ‘tskt, 
tskt,’ although at one early point in 
the ceremonial part there was a 
salvo of acclaim at the mention of 
David Sarnoff’s name. 

The audience was predominantly 
a film, sports and Broadway mob 
rather than radio. It was significant 
that many Broadway gamblers were 
present to get an advance hint of 
this new development in_ sports. 
They paid particular attention to the 
sample of horse-race stuff that was 
given early. Land. 


are wafr- 








Exhibs’ 0.0. Television 


| @Ss associates, and takes under his 
|wing the W. C. Fields comedy, | 
|‘Never Give a Sucker an Even 


Break,’ ‘Bad Lands of Dakota,’ ‘The 
Yukon Trail,’ ‘The Ghost of Frank- 
_enstein, ‘The Wolf Man’ and ‘Cap- 
tive Wild Weman. Schwarzwald 
collaborates with Ken Goldsmith in 
| the production of the Dead End 
_Kids-Little Tough Guys group, the 
| Hugh Herbert pictures and a num- 
| ber of musicals. ¢ 
| palate 
U Ups Salaries 

One of the results of the switches 

and U’s favorable earning statements 


| was salary increases to minor execs | 


|}on both Coasts. 


In line with a bulletin sent out by 
New York Allied, of which Max A. 
Cohen is president, regarding the 
possibility of Government regula- 
tion over television in theatres, Ed 
L. Kuykendall, head of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, 
has set up a special committee to 
look into the situation. 

It will be a fact-finding committee 
|} and has been instructed to prepare 
|a report on television as relating to 
the film industry for the June con- 
vention of the MPTOA. 

Cohen is chairman, other two 
members being Leonard Goldenson, 

| Par theatre executive, and Arthur 
| Lockwood, theatre op of Boston. 
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FILMS EXPECT NO U.S. CURBS 





FP-Canadian Meeting Today (Wed.) 
May Determme N. L. Nathanson’s 


Future Status; J. J. Fitzgibbon Up? 








Action concerning the future 
status of N. L. Nathanson, president 
of Famous Players-Cenadian Corp., 
may be taken today (Wed.) at the’ 
annual stockholders meeting of the 
eompany following negotiations on a 


renewal recently which, from ac- 
counts, have not proceeded with the 
greatest unction. 

Among other things it is said that 
Pzramount, in control of most of the 
common stock of FP-C, has been dis- 
satisfied with the film deals that 
have been made on 
under the Nathanson regime. Be- 
lieved it also looks with disfavor 
on the private expansion in the ex- 
hibition field that is being under- 
taken by Paul Nathanson, son of the 
FP-C president. If Nathanson bows 
out, as reported he will, J. J. Fitz- 
gibbon will be offered the top 
spot in the company. He is now 
vice-president and has been with 
FP-C about 11 years. Whether he 
should accept such a vacancy cre- 
ated by Nathanson’s resignation or 
not, it is understood that he still 
would prefer to be back in the 
States. 

Fitzgibbon is en American citizen 
and stated that he’s not happy in 
Canada especially under the weight 
of the present taxation in the Do- 
minion. Also, he owns two houses 
on this side of the line, one in 
Brookline, Mass., and another on 
Long Island. 

Barney Balaban, president of Par, | 
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the 
executive committee, and Austin C. 
Keough, v.p. and legal counsel of | 
the company, all left yesterday 
(Tues.) for Toronto to attend the 
annual meeting of FP-C. Before 
leaving Balaban stated he heard} 
nothing of reports concerning | 
Nathanson nor did he know whether | 
the question of renewal of his con- 
tract was on the agenda of the meet- 
ing. Both Balaban and Keough are 
directors of FP-C. 

Circuit operates 168 theatres across 
the Dominion. 





Cowdin Still on Coast, 
Blumberg East But Il!, 


U’s Meeting ‘Routine 


? 





Mostly routine business occupied | 
the attention of Universal directorate 
at the session last Friday (9), with 
no action taken on the pending long- 
term loan. Fact that J. Cheever 
Cowdin, chairman, remained on the | 
Coast undoubtedly caused delay on | 
carrying out the loan. Nate Blum- 
berg arrived in time for the meet- | 
ing although still suffering from a| 
Severe case of grippe which forced | 
him to bed again last Monday (12). 

Cowdin now is not expected back | 
from Hollywood for another week oF} 
10 days. 


U EXPECTS $1,500,000 





its pictures ; 


\ 


Pair Raft-De Havilland 


Hollywood, May 13. 
George Raft and Olivia de Havil- 
land draw co-starring spots in ‘All 
Through the Night,’ slated for early 
summer production at Warners. 
Vincent Sherman gets the director 
chore. 








Par’s Pre-Sales 
Previews June 1 


Conferences will be held by high 
Paramount officials on the Coast 
around June 1 to screen 1941-42 pic- 
tures that are completed and to 
map sales plans for the coming year, 
followed possibly by a convention or 
regionals. If no plans are laid for 
conventions or district meetings, 
h.o. distribution execs may cover the 
country to discuss the new selling 





and pictures, sales policy, etc. 
Barney Balaban, Stanton Griffis, 


| Neil F. Agnew and in all probability | 


also Adolph Zukor, will go to the 
| Coast six weeks from now for the 
| huddles with Y. Frank Freeman, 
v.p. over production and others. 
Gillham will be there at that time, 
preceded on the way out by some | 
Agnew may also 


| exchange stops. 


| visit some of the branches either on | 
| the way west or following the studio | 


' 


powwows. 


PRC EXTENDS BRIGGS, 
FROMKESS CONTRACTS 


Long-term extensions of their} 
contracts were handed O. Henry 
Briggs, prez, and Leon Fromkess, | 
| v.p., of Producers 
lat a board meeting in New York, 
Saturday (10). Production plans for 








| the 42 pix on the coming aie 


| program were also discussed. 
Attending the session were fata 


| Harry Asher, chairman of the board | 
and Boston franchiseholder; and} 
other franchiseholders who are} 
|members of the board, including | 
|George Gill of Washington, Lee 


| Goldberg of Cleveland, Bert Kulick 
of New York, Milton Lefton of Pitts- 
| burgh, William Flemion of Detroit, 


iHerb Given of Philadelphia, and | 


Jack Adams, Jr., of Dallas. 


RKO Seeks to KO Suit 





On Revels’ Plagiarism 


RKO last week sought to 


G-MONTH NET PROFIT 0" ov: of court the aut by 





Although the earnings statement 
covering the first 26 weeks of the} 
company’s fiscal year will not be out 
until late this month or early June, 
Universal is expected to show $1,500,- 
000 net profit for the first six months 
ended April 30 last, according to 
Wall Street estimates. This is before 
deductions for excess profits tax but 
after writing off around $300,000 for | 
federal income taxes. Figure com- 


pares with $1,381,001 shown in the | 


first six months of the previous fiscal 
year, 

Universal’s net profit before any 
federal tax deductions is expected to 
hit $1,800,000 in the six months 
ended last April 30, or in excess of 
$1,000,000 for the three-month period 

‘overing February, March and April 

‘is year. 


esse Gian 
| Matt Brooks, Eddie Davis, Anthony 
| Veiller and Mortimer Offner with 
| plagiarism in ‘Radio City Revels, 
| made in 1937. Judge Samuel Man- 
delbaum in U.S. district court took 
the motion for summary judgment 
hog dvisement after arguments 





| by Gurdon Youngman for RKO and | 


Gustave B. Garfield for Solomon. 
| Solomon claims that Brooks and 
Davis. original writers on ‘Revels, 


Goes Through Here.’ Both plots are 
about a radio gag man who can | 
write only in his sleep, but gets in- | 


him insomnia. 
were assigned by RKO to assist | 
Brooks and Davis on the technical | 
i'end of scripting. 





Set for the Coast 


Bob | 


Releasing Corp., | 





have 


chacgine the satin 


copped their idea from his play. ‘It | 


volved in a bad romance which gives 
Veiller and Offner | 


‘GLAMPDOWN 
UNNEGEOOARY 


1941 Differs From 1917 Pe- 





Position Today 





GEN’L COOPERATION 


The film business does not antici- 
pate any heavy clampdown or 
meddling by the Government such 
as experienced in World War No. 1, 
as, when and if the U.S. enters the 
war or a state of national emergency 
is declared, as some believe is in the 
offing. Question on whether the 
same conditions prevail as in the 


first World War has been raised 
lately because trade veterans are 
aware of the propaganda and cen- 
sorship strictness maintained, mostly 
via George Creel, who held the mild 
title of Chief of Communications. 

Answer to these fears is that the 
situation is vastly different today in 
-contrast to 1917 as far as the film 
business is concerned. Then the pic- 
ture industry was admittedly. in a 
disorganized state while today it is 
well organized via the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc. 

The MPPDA wisely adopted: a} 
policy of cooperating with the Gov- 
ernment by setting up a group of} 
national defense committees and 





|}ago. This is now well organized 
and actually operating, maintaining 
|a pipeline between industry defense 
committees and Lowell Mellet, who 
| heads the administration’s public re- 


lations presently. 

Voluntary Coope: tion 
However, with any establishment 
of a national emergency or declara- 
tion of war, the present key men in 
the film business’ defense committees 
likely would go on a _ permanent 
basis. This accounts for recent re- 
| ports that Francis L. Harmon, co- 
| Coaiosakar for all the industry’s de- 
fense committees, would accept a 
| post as permanent coordinator for 
| industry defense work. If this is 
done (Harmon has denied all reports 
to date), he doubtlessly would. be 
given a leave of absence from his 

(Continued « on page 18) 





JOE BREEN SET 


AS RKO STUDIO 
BOSS 


Hollywood, Mey 13. 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, 
(Tuesday) 








| yesterday 
| 
| Joseph I. Breen as general manager 


in charge of the company’s studio. | 


Schaefer stated Breen had been 
signed to a long-term contract and 
will be elected a v.p. of RKO at the 
next meeting of the board. 

Breen will take over the new post 
as soon as he winds up current job 
as chief 


He resigned from the post several 
weeks ago but is serving until a 
successor is named by Hays. 





Par’s Legit Stager 
Louis Allen, 





lseven years, has been signed by 
Paramount for a direction job. He 
is due on the lot June 1. 

Allen was in charge of produc- | 
tion for the legit showman and 


handled the staging of a number of | 


Miller attractions. 


riod Because of the In- 
dustry’s Well-Organized 


swinging into action several months | 


confirmed | 


of the Production Code | 
Administration for the Hays office. | 


who has been on the} 
staff of Gilbert Miller 19r more than | 





+ 





U.S. Film Committee Will Huddle 
With Aussies Premier Menzies 
On Easing Frozen Coin in Antips 


| 





I’m From Dixie, Too Committee from the film industry 
likely will huddle with Australia’s 
Prime Minister Robert G. Menzies 
some time this week regarding the 
situation in Anzac territory and fu- 
ture prospects for American distrib- 
utors there. Undoubtedly, the ques- 
tion of getting additional remit- 


tances from the U.S. coin frozen 
of Niles Trammell, NBC prexy, there will be taken up, either di- 


guest at a luncheon of picture | rectly or indirectly, Workability of 


execs. ; ; the lease-lend law also will be 
They’re both from Gawgia. tested in this regard since Menzies 


is reported keenly aware of the 
necessity for maintaining a steady 
20th-Fox Execs 
3 
Set 41-42 Prod.; 


Australia. 

U.S. film officials feel that Men- 
zies is highly cognizant of motion 
picture problems because he was 
active when representing exhibitor 

Hollywood, May 13. 

Expecting to have its first block- Council of Foreign Relations yes- 
of-five ready some time in June, | terday (Tuesday) gave a N.Y. lunch- 
20th-Fox is tentatively set on a eon in honor of Menzies, with sev- 
national convention in Chicago but | eral film yengee | on the guest list. 


interests while still a barrister in 
Sydney previous to being elevated 
to the present chief executive post. 
will not hold it until it has at least 
f fi fil ly for | 
ron eg A “the pat a , Kilroe Vice Schenck 
To Be Voted On By 
? 
20th’s Stockholders 





Hollywood, May 13. 
‘It’s good to know scmeone 
who speaks my language,’ 
chuckled Y. Frank Freeman, 
Paramount’s studic head, as he 
put an arm around the shoulder 














for Par in Australia. 








Several American picture execu- 
tives knew him well then, including 
John W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount's for- 

eign chief, then managing director 

Parleys dealing with production | 

| and the relation of the consent de-| 
;}cree to 1941-42 film production | 
| schedules were concluded over the 


| weekend at 20th-Fox. Since then | 
| 20th-Fox distribution executives | 

here from N. Y. have headed for the | 

east. Edwin P. Kilroe, director named 


Conferring with Darryl Zanuck, | 
Joseph M. Schenck and William 

Netz were Herman Wobber, sales 
chief, and division managers William 
Sussman, William Gehring and 
William Kupper, Chas. E. McCarthy, | 
advertising-publicity chief, who came 
out at the same time for the confabs,| _.. : 
remained on the Coast until today, adjourned annual meeting tomor- 
when he started for N. Y. |row (Thursday). Kilroe, who has 


LB. MAYER’S $697,048 S22. “seems, ator 
AGAIN TOPS TYCOONS 


to the vacancy on 20th-Fox direc- 
torate when Joseph M. Schenck re- 
signed as director and board chair- 
man, will come up for election in 
place of Schenck when the stock- 
holders name 12 directors at the 





recently 
is the 
only new nominee in the list of 12. 

Other directors coming up for re- 
election at tomorrow’s annual session 


charge of copyright matters, 





are H. Donald Campbell, John R. 

Washington, May 13. Dillon, Sidney R. Kent, W. J. Eadie, 

For the third successive year,; Daniel O. Hastings, Felix A. Jenkins, 
Louis B. Mayer rates as highest paid | W. C. Michel, William P. Phillips, 


Hermann G. Place, Seton Porter and 
Sydney Towell. 

| Because 20th-Fox has not paid a 
| dividend on the common stock for 


American industry or business ex- 
ecutive, with other film personalities 
| near the top of the list. Annual fre- 


ports filed with Securities & Ex-| more than a year, more than the 

has antag | USUal share of beefs are anticipated 
change Commission show Maj hes in official circles from stockholders 
$697,048 was $8,677 more than in| o¢ this session. 


1939. .Next in line was Eugene G. | 
Grace of Bethlehem Steel with $478,- | 


- es a a mt WILL HAYS OUT OF 
: hs Set ab ee © HOSPITAL THIS WK. 


came in fourth and Nicholas M 
Schenck, paid $318,881, was fifth. 








Like Mayer, they’re Loew-Metro | Chicago, May 13. 
execs. Other big salaries included:| wij] H. Hays will be out of a Chi- 
1. C. Fie 5! ; Deanna Dur- ; ° 
W. C. Fields, $255,000; Se Pants cago hospital in a few dzys. He has 

| bin, $209,833; and Bing Crosby, $150,- |. ! ; 
000. been taking a rest on order of his 
hysicie r. Joseph Cap} whe 
Many film companies have not re- | P?Y®* ian, Dr. Joseph Capps, who 
ported yet. has given him the annual checkup 





for several years. 
Mayer’s M. D. Checkup | 
Louis B. ayer arrived in New York | a 
on Monday (12) to undergo a physi- | recovery went to Celifornia in time 
cal checkup. | for the rainy season. 
He may have to undergo surgery.| He selected Chicago spring climate 


as the ideal health restorer and has 
Play’s’ the ‘Thin Wall 


been here for three weeks. 
Hollywood, May 13. 


I.ucite Ball draws her first so- 


Ratoff Takes Off 
phisticated comedy role as femme 


Hollywood, May 13. 

First of Gregory Ratoff’s pictures 

as an indie producer-director for Co- 

‘ lumbia release, ‘Tonight Belongs to 

lecd in ‘Through the Thin Wall’ | W700 telease, tonight Belongs * 

| at RKO. 

| Graham Baker production is being 
adapted from the Ferenc Molnar 

{stage piece, ‘The Play’s the Thing.’ 


Nuring the past winter Hays had 
session with pneumonia, and on 

















Us,’ went before the cameras at the 

| RKO-Pathe studio. 
Heading the cast 

| Young, Conrad Veidt 

| Jagger. 


are Loretta 
and Dean 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 14, 1941 





More Than 1,500 Reservations for 7th 
Annual Variety Clubs Conv.—A Record 








Atlantic City, May 13. 

Reservations at boardwalk hotels 
indicate an attendance of delegates 
and friends at the seventh annual 
convention of the Variety Clubs of 
America of more than 1,500, a record 
turnout. Officials from the Phila- 
delphia tent, sponsors of the con- 
vention, already have taken over 
headquarters at the Hotel Tray- 
more. The shindig will open Thurs- 
day (15) and the first chance given 
to delegates to get some sleep will 
be following the banquet on Satur- 
day night (17). 

Notable for the wide variety of 
entertainment which always is of- 
fered delegates from the 20-odd 
Variety Club tents, the convention 
this week is geared also to a more 
sober note when iocal reports are 
issued.of the widespread charitable 
work of the different chapters. Al- 
though membership in Variety Clubs 
embraces showmen from all fields, 
each tent performs active and out- 
standing civic service. Aid to un- 
derprivileged children has been the 
principal purpose of the organiza- 
tions. 


It has been the custom annually 
for the clubs to make an individual 
award to the person selected from 
aii fields of humanitarian endeavor. 
At the convention in Dallas a year 
ago the award was given to Mrs. 
Martha Berry, founder and admin- 
istrator of Mount Berry, Ga., school. 
In 1939 the designation was handed 
to Father Flanagan of Boys’ Town, 
Omaha. Announcement of this 
year’s selection will be made by Bob 
O’Donnell, of Dallas, at the closing 
banquet. Name of the person se- 
lected has been carefully guarded. 


Festivities incidental to the meet- 
ing will commence over a wide rail- 
road area outside of Atlantic City. 
The reception committee has ar- 
ranged to stop all special trains long 
enough for a group of bathing beau- 


vv 


'END B’KLYN TRUST 


SUIT BY CONSENT 


Formal order dismissing the triple 
damage, anti-trust suit of the Folley 











Amusement Holding Corp., operators 
of the Brooklyn Folly theatre,- 


against Randforce Amus. Corp., 
Samuel Rinzler, Louis Frisch, the 
major film companies, Monogram 
and Republic, was signed Monday 
(12), by Judge Samuel Mandelbaum 
in the N. Y. federal court. Suit was 
dismissed by consent. 

Action sought $750,000, claiming 
the Folly was put out of business by 
monopolistic acts on the part of the 
defendants. 








OTH HITS PEAK 
WITH 13 PIX 
IN WORK 


Hollywood, May 13. 


Thirteen pictures will be in work 
at 20th-Fox this month, making it 
one of the busiest periods in the 
history of the Westwood lot. Eight 
films are facing the lenses now and 
five more are ready to start before 
June. 

Eight in production are ‘A Yank 
in the R.A.F.,’ ‘Sun Valley Serenade,’ 
‘Belle Starr,’ ‘Man Hunt,’ ‘Dance 
Hall,’ ‘Private Nurse,’ ‘Last of the 
Duanes’ and ‘Dressed to Kill.’ Com- 








ties to board each train and act as 
guides, ushers and pied-pipers. 

On arrival, delegates are instructed 
to report at the registration rooms | 
on the 11th floor of the Traymore. 
Each will be handed an envelope 
containing the three days’ program. 
He also will be given a silk hat, false 
nose and mustache, a box of salt 
water taffy (to be carried home to 
the kids), a convention badge and a 
barker’s cane. Thereafter he’s on his 


ing up are ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ ‘Wild 
Geese Calling,’ ‘Remember the Day,’ 
‘Charlie Chan in Rio’ and ‘21 Men 
and a Girl.’ 

Stewart Edward White’s novel, 
‘Wild. Geese Calling,’ went into pro- 
duction yesterday (Mon.), with 
Henry Fonda and Joan Bennett 
heading the cast. John Brahm di- 
rects. 

Randolph Scott and. Dean Jagger 
will be teamed in ‘Sioux City,’ an 





own, with nothing more pressing on 
his mind than the time of train de- | 
parture the end of the week. | 


John H. Harris, of Pittsburgh, | 
founder of the Variety Club, will be | 
special guest at the business meet- | 
ings. 


Group entertainment that has been 
arranged includes a Pan-American 
Night of Nights blowout on Friday 
evening at the Hotel Chelsea,’ a 
whirl at deep-sea fishing for” mid- 
westerners who have never been on 
the ocean, for Thursday afternoon,’ 
and a two-hour boardwalk parade on 
Friday afternoon. Ted Schlanger is 
chairman of the parade committee 
and has enlisted 20 brass- bands, a 
regiment from Camp Dix, 
planes from Lakehurst for aerial 
display, Tony Sarg balloons, and 
floats from commercial organizations. 
Laurel and Hardy will be featured 
in line for the benefit of the large 
number of children who are coming 
here from Philadelphia. Free, open 
air circus also will be given for the 
youngsters. 

Largest delegation of Variety Club 
members is expected from Atlanta. 
They already have put in their bid 
to hold the convention next year. 





Hardie Meakin’s Tough Break 
Washington, May 13. 
Hardie Meakin, manager of RKO 
Keith’s and former Variety mugg 
here, is town’s most disconsolate 
citizen. Also chief barker of local 
Tent No. 11 of Variety Club, he’s 
had his eye for weeks on escaping to 
Variety’s convention in Atlantic City 
this Thursday through Saturday, 
with expenses paid by the club. So 
‘Citizen Kane’ opens Friday (16) at 
Keith’s, with Orson Welles here for 
personal appearance, and Meakin 
will stay home while Variety ca- 
vorts. 





Dalias Variety’s 9th Yr. 
Dallas, May 13. 
Celebrating Founder’s Day, the: 
Dallas Variety Club, May 9, gave a 


Fetes | 


battle | 


early western feature to be produced | 
by Harry Joe Brown at 20th-Fox. 

Picture is based on a novel by J. 
Hiatt Downing. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 13. 


| Wayne Morris drew option lift at 
| Warners, 
| Aneas McKenzie inked. one-year 
writing ticket at Warners. 

Betty Grable renewed for year by 
20th-Fox. 














Georgia Carroll’s player option 
| picked up by Warners. 
| William Conselman, Jr., handed 


' writing contract by 20th-Fox. 
Larry Parks inked actor pact at 





Columbia. 





| before taking up 


While Getting’s Good 


Hollywood, May 18. 

War in Europe is causing a 
rush of requests for early vace- 
tions in the Hollywood studios 
and headaches for department 
heads. 

In the past years employes pre- 
ferred late summer or early au- 
tumn holidays, but now they 
want to enjoy their two-weeks- 
off before they are drafted, or 
before international complice- 
tions become more acute. 


Tom Gorman West 


As Koerner (RKO) 
Shifts Into N. Y. 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Charles W. Koerner moved from 
California to New York to succeed 
John J. O'Connor as general man- 
ager of RKO theatre operations. 
Appointment was made by George 
J. Schaefer, president of the cor- 
poration. Tom Gorman, currently 
in charge of theatre operations in 
Chicago, is slated to take over 


Koerner’s post as manager of the 
western division. 

Koerner broke into the film busi- 
ness in 1914 as an exhibitor in the 
northwest and joined Jensen & Von 
Herberg in Seattle in 1919. For six 
years he handled First National dis- 
tribution in the Oregon and Mon- 
tana districts and in 1925 became 
general manager of the George 
Mann circuit in northern California 
until the Hughes-Franklin chain ab- 
sorbed the houses in 1931. In the 
shift, Koerner became personal rep- 
resentative of Harold B. Franklin 
and went over with his boss as di- 
vision manager for RKO in south- 
ern territory, later taking over the 
handling of theatres in New Eng- 
land. 

Koerner was given a _ farewell 
dinner at the RKO studio by 
Schaefer Monday (12) night, with 80 
exhibitors and studio executives at- 
tending. Schaefer praised the choice 
of Koerner to head the RKO circuit, 
saying ‘he is the best man for the 
job.’ 

To succeed Fred W. Meyers, who 
resigned along with O’Connor, Max 
Fellerman will head the film buying- 
booking. 




















Both to Universal? 

Meantime, both O’Connor and 
Meyers are reported to be virtually 
set for important home office posts 
at Universal, the former as assistant 
to the president (Nate Blumberg) 
and Meyers as executive aide to 
William A. Scully, v.p. in charge 
of distribution. They plan vacations 
any new duties 
O’Connor said he hoped to get 
away for a rest this Saturday (17). 
O’Connor would succeed Matty Fox 


who is being called in the draft, 
it is said. 
Blumberg, U’s head and an old 


friend as well as former RKO as. 
sociate with O’Connor and Meyers, 
reached New York Friday (9) in 


Faith Dorn, John Winfield and {time for the board meeting held 
Lorraine Gettman drew court ap- then but was laid up at his N.Y. 


| proval of their minor contracts with | home with grippe over the weekend 


| Warners. 


| 
| 


and on Monday (12), thus delaying 


| Spanky MacFarland was handed | more concrete action on the two ap- 


| new minor’s contract by Metro. 


pointments reported to be in work. 


| Michael Maltese signed five-year | Matter of taking on O’Connor and 


deal as 
Leon Schlesinger cartoons. 

| Stuart Heisler renewed as director 
at Paramount. 

a meinber of Metro’s ‘Our Gang’ 
group. 





| lift by Columbia as writer. 
| Irving Cummings, Jr., renewed as 
soripter by 20th-Fox. 

William Clemens optioned for an- 


story and gag man for, Meyers 


| 


| 


Harry K. Moritz given an option} hadn’t seen 


was not discussed at the 
board session Friday (9) but if they 
are given contracts the agreements 


will have to be presented to the di- | 
William Thomas drew new pact as! rectors of the company for approval. 


Blumberg yesterday (Tues.) in re- 
fusing to confirm reports, said he 
O’Connor nor Meyers 
and had no present appointments 
with either. 

O’Connor was in charge of film 
buying before succeeding Blumberg 


other term as director at Paramount. | in RKO on latter’s shift to U, Meyers 


Gloria Warren, moppet singer, con- 
tracted at Warners. 

Catherine Craig handed renewal 
of player deal with Paramount. 

Jack Andrews signed to scripting 
deal by 20th-Fox. 

Robert Paige inked acting ticket 
at Universal. 

Ronald Reagan’s option picked up 
by Warners. 

Richard Davis drew Universal 
player contract. 

Sophie Rosenstein’s option as dra- 
matic coach renewed by Warners. 





luncheon honoring Claude Ezell, 
who seven years ago organized the 
club, 


Max Steiner closed four-year deal 
as musical director and compvser at 


, 





Warners, 


at that time moving up in the book- 
ing department to become its head. 
Fellerman, assistant to Meyers, was 
placed in charge of buying-booking 
temporarily when Meyers walked. 

Significance is being attached to 
the fact that it was Schaefer who 
announced the appointment of Koer- 
ner rather than Malcolm Kingsberg, 
the Mike Meehan man who holds the 
title of vice-president of KAO, the 
theatre subsidiary of RKO. Kings- 
berg and Leon Goldberg, latter 
treasurer of the circuit, were large- 
ly responsible for the friction which 
resulted in the resignations of 
O’Connor and Meyers. 


Film Biz May Dodge Film Rental 


0. Tax Base 





WB ADDS ANOTHER IN 
FLA. TIFF WITH SPARKS 


Tampa, Fla., May 13. 

Warner Bros., making progress in 
fight against Sparks Theatres chain 
boycott of its product in Florida, will 
get a new outlet for its pix with the 
opening of the Daytona theatre in 
Daytona Beach May 22. It’s being 
built by Drew Eberson, New York 
architect, and seats 1,000. 


Sparks chain operates about 60 
houses in Florida and has not shown 
any Warner pix for two years, 
breaking with company over cor 
tract squabble. Producers did not 
have any Florida outlet for some 
time, but ‘indies recently have 
opened places in Tampa, St. Peters- 
burg, Miami and Orlando and others 
are building. 


WB'S BAND YARN 
AMONG STORY 
DICKERS 


Story of a band working In a Jer- 
sey nitery outside of New York will 
be filmed by Warner Bros. It has 
purchased a play with that back- 
ground by Edwin Gilbert and Elia 
Kazan. Comedy has been variously 
titled by WB ‘Opus 802’ (New York 
Musicians Union is Local 802), ‘Big 
Boy Blue’ end 
Beast.’ 


Play was partially set for produc- 
tion on Broadway last fall with Gil- 
bert given sole author’s credit. Ka- 
zan, who’s better known as an actor 
than writer, collaborated on revising 
it end WB bought it to film without 
benefit of a legit presentation. 


WB last week also purchased an 
original, ‘Jook Girl,’ which, despite 
the name, has nothing to do with mu- 
sic boxes. It’s localed, however, in 
Florida, whence derived the ‘juke 
box’ tag for the coin-in-the-slotters, 
since they were used in swampland 
niteries down there known as ‘jook 
joints.” Yarn was scripted by Theo- 
dore Pratt, who did ‘Mercy Islend,’ 
sold to Republic last year. 

Hornblow’s Option 


Par producer Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., visiting in New York last week. 
took a i0-day option on ‘Hula 
Honeymoon,’ unproduced musical 
book by Martin Gosch and Howard 
Harris. 
property if it lifts the option. 

Hornblow also inked Gosch and 
Harris to 14 weeks’ work on the Par 
lot. If ‘Hula’ is bought, authors will 
probably work on that to develop it 
into a vehicle for Bob Hope. If not, 
they’ll probably be assigned to script 
another story for Hope. Gosch- 
Harris air serial for Keglined, ‘Amaz- 
ing Mr. Smith,’ goes off Mutual in 
July, but another sponsor has made 
offer for fall. 

Richard Rodgers had an option on 
‘Honeymoon’ and intended to do it 
on Broadway in September, but deal 
has been made by which Gosch and 
Harris retrieved their rights. 

Schechter’s Off ’n’ On 

Possibility of filming Abe Schech- 
| ter’s ‘I Live On Air,’ which ap- 
peared good for awhile, seems to 
have faded somewhat. Negotiations 
| by Robert Sherwood, indie producer 
| releasing through Columbia, are un- 
| derstood to have cooled. Jack Kirk- 
land was supposed to work with 
Sherwood on the production and to 
do the script from the book, which 
is a series of events in the work of 
the NBC special events chief. 

Story editors are awaiting proofs 
of the new A. J. Cronin volume, 
‘Keep to the Kingdom,’ which will 
be published by Little, Brown in 
July. Story with a religious theme, 
of a Scottish priest in China, has 
been allotted a tremendous $20,000 
ad appropriation by the publishers. 
In that case, virtually any story is 
considered ‘good film material.’ 

















Upstate N. Y. Drive-In 
Albany. May 13. 
New Drive-In theatre opened by 
Hellman circuit at Lathams Corners. 





Accommodations for 465 cars. 


‘Sooth the Savage’ 


‘Tap by Broadening B. 





Par will pay $15,000 for the | 











Because industry spokesmen from 
New York and other key cities were 
able to show the House Ways and 
Means committee how $12,000,000 
could be raised by broadening the 
amusement admission tax base, the 


picture business may not have any 


taxation of film rentals, as proposed 


in this committee. Understood that 
the Treasury Dept. does not want 
this tax, and spokesmen for the film 
industry pointed: out that an ad- 
mittance tax on such places ag 
bowling alleys, poolrooms, skating 
rinks and some dancehalls, which 
ordinarily charge no _ admission, 
would supply the coin which would 
be raised via a film rental tax. 

Originally it was believed that the 
distributor would have to foot the 
bill on this film rental tax. Few in 
the trade believe this and feel that 
once it is made clear that the burden 
will have to be carried by exhibitors, 
the film rental taxation may be side- 
tracked. Exhibs now oppose this 
tax. 


In presenting its case last week, 
the film industry, along with several 
other industries, naturally tried to 
point up the added burden. Dif- 
ference with the picture business 
spokesmen is that they admitted 
willingness to pay additional taxes 
but cited that the lowering of the 
admission tax level to 9c. would 
represent heavy enough additional 
burden, 

Summary of the tax picture found 
film reps showing that the present 
drive is to raise 40% additional rev- 
enue throughout the nation, but that 
the film business already is receiv- 
ing a 60% tilt via the new admis- 
sion tax setup. 


JOE HAZEN PICKED UP 
1,700 SHARES OF WB 


Washington, May 13. 

Purchase of 1,700 shares of $5 par 
common stock in Warner Bros. Pic- 
tures was recorded by the Securities 
& Exchange Commission in_ its 
monthly summary released Friday 
(9). Purchaser was Joseph H. Ha- 
zen, New York officer and director 
of the company, who bought 300 
shares on March 15, another 300 on 


March 18, 1,000 shares on March 20, 
and 100 shares on the last day of 
the month, according to S.E.C. This 
represented Hazen’s entire holdings 
in the stock at the month’s end. 
Other film stock dealings involved 
purchase of 500 shares of 6% con- 
vertible preferred RKO $1 par com- 
mon by Atlas Corp., holding com- 








| pany of the firm. Brought the total 


Atlas nest-egg to 39,481 shares of 6% 
convertible, plus 327,812 warrants for 
common, and 762,127 shares of $1 
par common at the end of March. 
American Co. was credited with 268,- 
230 shares of the latter stock on the 
same date. 


Modest purchase of 38 shares of 
$25 par common of Loew’s Boston 
Theatres was recorded during the 
same month for Loew’s, Inc., of New 
York, the parent company. Brought 
the total holdings in the same type 
papers to 117,958 shares by March 
31, however. 


B’klyn Strand Wk.-to-Wk. 


With likelihood the Strand, Brook- 
lyn, will be closed down for the 
summer, the house goes on a week- 
to-week basis today (Wed.). Owned 
by Warners, it is in the WB-Para- 
mount-Fabian pool, with the Fabian 
circuit on the operation. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,’ tab version 
of recent legit, which played two 
weeks at the State, N.Y., goes into 
the Fox, Brooklyn, another Fabian 
house, next week. 








Castle Switches to U 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Nick Castle was signed to a dance 
director contract at Universal after 
five years in the seme capacity at 
20th-Fox. 

First job is a series of dance rou- 
tines in ‘Oh, Charlie,’ to be followed 
by another Abbott and Costello fea- 
ture, ‘Ride ’Em, Cowboy.’ 


he 
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As Result of Minn, Anti-Consent 


Bill, Exhibs F ear Film Shortage 








v 


Minneapolis, May 13. 


Pending action to test the consti- 
tutionality of the new Minnesota 
state law which contravenes the 
consent decree’s groups-of-five sell- 
ing plan by requiring distributors to 
gell their entire season’s product, the 
‘big 5’ major compenies still are re- 
fusing to do any selling in the state 
and most will not even spot-book 
a picture. Instructions from the 
New York home-offices still are be- 
ing awaited. 

However, Columbia and Universal, 
which do not come under the decree, 
as well as such independents as Re- 
public, are going ahead selling in 
compliance with the lew’s terms 
which require the distributors to 

ent a minimum of 20% cancellation 
and to desist from forced selling of 
any pictures. 

If the ban on selling by the five 
majors continues much longer, such 
theatres as Bennie Berger’s Esquire 
here and St. Paul World, along with 
some of the Twin City independent 
neighborhood houses which didn’t 
buy all the major companies, will be 
in trouble for lack of product, it’s 
indiceted. 

These houses have been spot 
booking to a greater or less extent 
and they’ll be up against it for pic- 
tures. Berger says he may have 
to appeal to arbitration in order to 
keep his theatre open. 

There’s some difference of opin- 
ion among the distributors regarding 
the interpretation of the law relative 
to the selling of individual pictures. 
War >rs and United Artists have! 
been advised by their attorneys to | 
sell ‘Meet John Doe’ and ‘The Great | 
Dictator,’ respectively. On the other | 
hand, M-G has not resumed selling 
‘Gone With the Wind’ and 20th-Fox | 
has ceased taking Minnesota con- 
tracts on ‘The Outlaw.’ 











Att’y Hess Sues Erstwhile | 
Theatre Client for $13,000 


La Crosse, Wis., May 13. | 

Echo of the long drawn out and | 
finally dismissed $1,476,900  anti- | 
trust suit of LaCrosse Theatre Co., | 
Inc., against Paramount and other 
defendants was heard in circuit 
court here when Robert A. Hess, of 
Milwaukee, who was counsel for the 
plaintiff, brought suit against his 
erstwhile employers for $12,924 al- | 


legedly still due him in fees. Coin- | 
cident with the filing of the suit, 
garnishment was had on four La- 


Crosse banks, tying up the theatre 
operating company’s funds pending 
trial or settlement of the case. 

Hess in his complaint alleges that 
he did work for the LaCrosse The- | 
atre Co, Inc., in its suit against | 
Paramount, 20th-Fox, United Artists, | 
Wellworth- Theatres, Inc., Minnesota | 
Amus. Co. and Eddie Ruben, the at- | 
torney’s labors covering the period | 
from Nov. 4, 1937, to March 21, 1941, | 
and the action involving $1,476,900. | 
Hess asserts that $14,111.50 was a| 
reasonable value for the services | 
berformed and that he also incurred 
expenses of $3,312.79 in doing this 
work, making a total of $17,424.29 
due him in all. 

Relating that the LaCrosse company, 
paid him $2,500 on account May 18. 
1938; $500 more on Aug. 11. 1939, 
and an additional $1,500 on Oct. 11. 
1940, Hess now sues for the balance 
of $12,924.29 allegedly still due him. 

€ has retained Daniel Grady. of 
Portage, as his attorney. 

When chief LaCrosse witnesses— 
William Burford, the operating com- 
Pany’s president, and Frank Koppel- 
eines’ V.p. and general manager— 
auled to appear, Judge Stone was 
ved and dismissed the entire 

e€, at the same time expressing 
Sympathy for Hess at the way he | 





ad been let down by the very 
ale who had retained him to | 
ght their battle. | 

| 


jin camp. 


MARCH OF TIME’S REVAMP 


De Rochemont’s European 0.0.— 
Also Meditteranean Special 








Richard de Rochemont, managing 
editor of the March of Time, now in 
Vichy, is endeavoring to arrange a 
film story on France, Spain, Portugal 
and the general Mediterranean sit- 
uation. He’s also trying to straighten 
out staff and business difficulties of 
the MOT since closing by the Nazis 
of its Paris office last spring. De 
Rochemont left New York -about a 
month ago and will be back in an- 
other month. 

Marcel Rebiere, MOT cameraman, 
has also returned to Vichy. He left 
on a Red Cross boat about three 
weeks ago and reported that he ar- 
rived safely. 


NEAR-CAMP CITIES 
ENJOYING A BOOM 


Nation’s drive to arm itself and 
train a gigantic military force is be- 








ling reflected in resorts and amuse- 


ment parks throughout the country 
Virtually all of them in any prox- 
imity to large industrial centers or 
Army camps are opening up far 
ahead of the ordinary seasonal un- 
veiling time. 

An example is Asbury Park, N. J., 
which lies in a particularly strategic 
location with Fort Dix, Fort Mon- 
mouth and the Lakehurst Naval Air 
Station to draw upon. Shutters gen- 
erally are not taken down until mid- 


| June, shortly before school closing | South Carolina goes into state senate 


time. It'll be a full month earlier, 
spots eyeing the soldier trade which 
has already begun to put in an ap- 
pearance. Many of the places open- 
ing earlier will confine activity to 
weekends. 


Strong contributing factor to the 


big grosses the resorts expect to pile | 


up is the freedom Uncle Sam gives 
to his soldiers. Although regula- 
tions vary in different camps, boys 
are usually free from after dinner 
(about 6 p.m.) until 5:45 the follow- 


|ing morning and from noon on Sat- 


urdays until 5:45 Monday morning. 
Hard day’s drill and necessity of get- 
ting up at quarter to six, in the grey 
dawn, discourages too much late 
gaiety-seeking during the week, but 
leaves the field wide open on Satur- 
days. 

Resorts also get trade from rela- 
tives and girl friends of the recruits 
It’s figured many parents 
will choose a spot for vacationing 


near sons rather than go to their | 


usual summer place 








NOT SO ‘DUMBO’ 


Disney Inker Speeding Up and Sav- 
ing Coin 





Hollywood, May 13 

Work on ‘Dumbo’ has progressed 
so fast that Walt Disney announced 
that his animated feature would be 
ready for RKO release by Aug. 15 
Budgeted at $650,000, the film 1: 
likely to be under that 
figure. 

Combined animation and live ac- 
tion feature, ‘The Reluctant Dragon,’ 


completed 


is slated for a preview within two, 


weeks and is dated for release June 
6. ‘Bambi’ is scheeduled for dis- 


tribution in early autumn, and the | 
feature-length Mickey Mouse for the 


Christmas holidays. 





On the Snoop Again 
Hollywood, May 13 
Ellery Queen started snooping fo! 


+ 


Maisie At Ringside ithe third time under the a 
guidance of ‘ry Darmour at Co- 
Hollywood, May 13. | guidance of Larry | 
‘Ringside Maisie’ “* Ann Sothern’s | lumbia, James Hogan directing. 
next starrer at Metro, slated to start| Third picture of the series is ‘The 
2 


J. Walter Ruben produces 


: and | and featuring Charley Grapewin and 
dwin L. Marin directs, | 


Margaret Lindsay. 








ay 20. | Devil to Pay,’ starring Ralph Bellemy | 





MILITARY YARNS 


Comparable to the Sailors 
Who Hire Rowboats When 
on Leave — Dixie Boxof- 


fices Aided by Soldiers 








SUNDAY OK MOVE 





Spartanburg, S. C., May 13 

Carolina managers angling for all 
available army atmosphere pix, due 
to demands from thousands of sol- 
diers who, despite available military 
theatres, are pouring coin into box- 
offices. Even B films and oldies are 
in demand. Example, ‘Hell’s Angels’ 
is back in Dixie again for about 10th 
trip. ‘Buck Privates,’ formerly billed 
briefly as a B, did three days and 





- Across the Wis. State Line: All Cos. 


| Will Test Minn. 


Anti-Consent Law 





| Pending any decision on the part 
'of major distributors to sell Minne- 
sota from outside, or not to sell the 
state at all, a case to test the con- 
stitutionality of the law, which goes 
contrary to the consent decree, will 
be brought. The complaint, under 
preparation, will probably be filed 
by the end of the week in the Fed- 
eral court at Minneapolis before a 
three-judge jury. 

At the same time an application 
will be made for a temporary in- 
junction so that the distributors may 
carry on business in a normal man- 
ner until a decision comes down on 
the case to determine the consti- 
tutionality of the Minnesota legisla- 
tion recently passed, 

Court action will be sought in the 
name of the five major distributors 
who are party to the decree, 20th- 





| nights to packed houses at Carolina, 
Wilby-Kincey’s top local house. 

Although fourth theatre opens soon | 
;}at Camp Croft, 18,000-man camp 
here, Bob Tolbert, W-K’s city man- 
| ager, is rushing completion of chain’s 
| fourth unit, 900-seat Palmetto. Big | 
problem of Dixie chains is to jerk 
enough contractors, workmen and | 
materials away from military con- 
struction push to keep expansions up 
}to schedule. Roughly, 24 theatre 
|construction projects in Carolinas, 
Tennessee and Georgia are behind 
schedule, having planned _ early 
| spring openings, which now will be 
| Summer or fall debuts at the earliest. | 
| Long delayed bill to legalize Sun- | 
;}day pix and commercial sports in| 
|military area cities and towns in 


| 


| 





|soon. Mezsure, 
, Croft, since provisions pertain only 
|to cities having areas designated as | 
‘forts.’ 


Move to Okay Sunday 
Pix Near Army Camps, 


Philadelphia, May 13. | 

A bill was introduced in the Legis- 
lature in Harrisburg last week to 
allow the showing of Sunday films 
within 10 miles of army cantonments. 

The measure was aimed et the ter- 
| ritory surrounding the huge reserva- 
tion at Indiantown Gap, which even- 
tually will housé 50,000 men in active 
training. Many of the towns in the} 
area are 100% closed down on the 
Sabbath and doughboys on furloughs 
'over the weekend are heard-put to 
find recreation, since the recrea- 
tional facilities at the camp are still 
under construction. 

The bill is expected to evoke the 
| opposition of the militant Lords Day 
| Alliance. It was introduced in the 
Senate by Senator J. H. Dent of 
Jeannette, and in the lower house by 
Representatives M. F Kenehan 
Serenton, and H. P. O'Neill, Dun- 
more. 


Your Old Aunt Benny 
Hol yYwood, May 13 
Jack Benny went to work yester- 
1.) as the star in ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ at 20th-Fox. 
Archie Mayo directs and 


May 
A . ] x 
Marley 


Peyverell 


handles the camera. 


Trevor’s Col. Kickoff 
Hollywood, May 13. 


Claire Trevor gets the femme lead 


| “The 


Fox, RKO, Warner Bros., Paramount 
and Metro; also United Artists. 
While latter is not under the terms 


SIX TUNEFILMS ON 
M-G SUMMER SLATE 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Metro musical for the sum- 
mer season, with six tune, films on 
the production roster, beginning with 
‘Lady Be Good,’ co-starring Eleanor 
Powell, Ann Sothern and Robert 
Young. 
Others 
Bargain 
‘The 





goes 


with a musical strain are 
Basement,’ ‘Smilin’ 


Thru,’ Chocolate Soldier,’ 


: passed by house, |‘Bzbes On Broadway’ and ‘Panama 
| however, this year, with boardwalk | omits Spartanburg which has Camp | 


Hattie.’ 





Quakertown Unusually 
Quiet-—For Exhibitors 


Philadelphia, May 13. 
M. R. Yetter has replaced William 
Elliott as secretary of the Philly ar- 





bitration office, it was announced 


last week. Elliott, a veteran mem- 
ber of the A.A.A. setup, was recalled 
to the New York headquarters. 

The change is believed to have 
been caused by the dearth of cases 
in the local office. The area, the 
hotbed of contention between exhibs 
and distribs before the consent de- 
cree, has been strangely quiet of late. 
Only four cases have been filed here 
since the arbitration office opened. 
One has been adjudicated. 

Milwaukee’s First Trial 
Milwaukee, May 13 


First qaee -pefore-joeal arbrtraven— 


tribunal. which was dragged out 
through its first week by lawyers’ 
arguments and since then twice ad- 
journed, 1 cheduled to resume to 
(Tuesday ) Latest adjournme?! 
Was caused whe! Al D Kvool head 
of the Warner-Saxe office, who fi 
reported in the hospital for an 
appendititis operation, was found to 
have chickenpox in an aggravated 
forn 
His recover’ from the juvenile 


malady will not permit the case to 


proceed. It is an ‘unreasonable 
clearance’ action started by Evans- 
ville Theatre, Inc., against Para- 


the Jeffris 
operated by 


theatre in 
Warner- 


mount and 
Janesville 


in ‘Texas’ as the first job under her | Saxe 

new contract with Columbia. | puree re mene 

| William Holden and Glenn Ford | Author Sues WB 

are male tops. Irving Gaumont, euthor, filed suit 
ee eee sar Thursday (8) in N. Y. federal court 
A Cowboy Natator? against Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Buster Crabbe inked a five-year 
contract to star in Sig Neufeld’s ‘Billy 
|the Kid’ series, for distribution by 
Producers Releesing Corp. 
Filming starts about July 1 when 
| Crabbe finishes his current eastern 
| tour. 


{seeking $250,000 d 


amages for alleged 
plagiarism of his scenario, 
Got to Swing It,’ in ‘MyeLove Came 
Back.’ Gaumont = submitted the 
scenario to WB in February, 1940, 
and it wes rejected. 

Damages of $250,000 for the alleged 
| plagiarism are sought. 


‘You've 


of the decree and _blocks-of-five 
selling, it markets its films individ- 
ually in most cases. Columbia, Uni- 
versal and lesser distribs are not 
affected since they are continuing to 
offer their full line of product. 


None of the major distribs affected 
by the adverse Minnesota law have 
given thought to moving out of Min- 
nesota excepting Warners which 
despatched representatives to Hud- 
son, Wis., just across the Minnesota- 
Wisconsin state line to look the town 
over with a view to setting up an 
exchange there. WB was unable to 
find suitable space in Hudson for 
lease but the mayor of the town is 
said to have agreed to cooperate in 
obtaining a site on which a building 
could be erected. ; 

Because of the cost that would be 
involved, including moving of the 
exchange to the Wisconsin town, WB 
very likely will hold off for a while 
to see what happens in the test case 
being brought in Minneapolis. 

Liquidation 

Immediate thought of Warner 
Bros. was to open up.at Hudson as 
soon as possible since it will prob- 
ably start selling under the decree in 
two months, meantime immediately 
shuttering the Minneapolis office. It 
is well sold in the state on this year’s 
(1940-41) product, with principal 
business being the liquidation of con- 
tracts. Other distribs are also more 
concerned about liquidation at pres- 
ent than what may have to be done 
on the selling of the '41-42 pictures. 

Understood if it must be done, WB 
will set up business in Hudson to 
service Minnesota and handle the 
balance of the. accounts now on the 


| Minneapolis books, namely, the two 
| Dakotas, 


between the Omaha and 
Des Moines exchanges. The same 
step would no doubt be taken by 
other distribs unless they decide not 
to service Minnesota at all. That 
may happen with 20th-Fox and 
Metro which have been mentioned 
in this connection. Paramount 
would be most unlikely to do that 
since it is the largest operator of 
theatres in Minnesota, having around 
85 houses there. Hudson is only 41 
miles east of Minneapolis, thus as an 
exchange point would not create 
much inconvenience for exhibs who 
would have to go across the state 
line to do their buying. 

In being forced to come outside 
to contract for their film, the exhibs 
at the same time would have to buy 
it under the provisions of the consent 
decree which calls for sales in 
blocks-of-five or less. The Minne- 
sota law prohibits distribs from sell- 
ing piecemeal in accordance with the 
decree, but has nothing to do. with 
delivery of film when bought out- 
side. Also that places the film very 
definitely in interstate commerce in 
thé opinion of ftfadesmen. 

Paradox 
The Minnesota legislation creates a 
! r the distribs if they 
decree in 47 


to it in just one, 


problem fe since 
were to sell under the 


tates and contrary 


they would have to offer a full year’s 
program in advance for the single- 
ton. In marketing film in groups of 


five they are not setting’ up a season’s 


product in advance Another diffi- 
culty would be to decide on bracket- 
ing if they were to sell Minnesota 


under its radical law. 
A report in major distrib circles is 


that Al Steffes, former head of 
Northwest Allied, may bring some 
legislation of his own against the 


Minnesota law. One of the distribs 
made an effort to check this but 
couldn’t reach Steffes since he has 
had a relapse and is at his country 


home outside of Minneapolis. He is 
in partnership with Paramount on 
the World, Minneapolis, a small- 


seater which is operated by Par. 

A bill similar to that which was 
passed in Minnesota has been intgo- 
duced in Michigan asserted on - 
urging of certain Minnesota indie 
exhib leaders. One was introduced 
in the Georgia legislature but was 
killed. 


SOLDIER PIX 
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N. Y. Subway’s ‘Susan Lee Claims 


Top Film ‘Critic’ Circulation, 5,000,000 








Although it maintains that ‘free- 
dom of the press’ extends to car | 
cards, New York Subway Advertis- | 
ing Co. admits it is perturbed by 
film industry carping about its 
‘Movie of the Month’ 
Subways two months ago, in an en- 
deavor to add reader interest to ad- 
vertising, instituted cards recom- 
mending the best picture of the 
month, Some theatremen have 
called it unfair. 


Cal Swanson, of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency, which is handling 
the car card advertising, declared 
Monday (12) that the best picture 
was chosen entirely by merit. He 
said there was no advertising tieup 
at present or contemplated and that 
ads*from the companies whose pix 
were chosen would not be accepted 
for the month their picture’s card 
Was up in order to preserve ‘edi- 
torial integrity.’ 

Whether the best-film selections 
will be discontinued if squawks by 
picture men increase, Swanson said, 
hasn’t been determined. They may 
be, although much will depend on 
the popularity attained by the cards. 
Film companies do so little trans- 
portation advertising that any threat 
of reprisals from that quarter would 
be meaningless, JWT exec declared. 


Anonymous Pickers 


Cards are signed ‘Susan Lee, New 
York Subways Movie Editor.’ Name, 
of course, is phony and Swanson re- 
fused to say who does the picking 
except that it is a group in New 
York and Hollywood which is fa- 
miliar with the picture business but 
not employed in it. 

Slightly over 17,000 of the film 
cards, two to a car, are placed in the 
subways each month. With 5,000,000 
passengers a day, Swanson estimates 
from past surveys that 1,250,000 per- 
sons see that particular card daily. 
Survey is currently being made to 
more accurately determine ‘circula- 
tion.’ 

' First selection of the below-sur- 
face critics was ‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB), second was ‘Road to Zanzi- 
bar’ (Par) and current one is ‘A 
Woman’s Face’ (M-G). Fact that 
three different companies were rep- 
resented in the first three choices 


| 


selections. | 


WB’S.N.Y. PRESS SETUP 





In Charge of Trades 





Warner home office publicity-ad- 
vertising department under Mort 
Blumenstock has undergone realign- 
ment with several promotions figur- 


ing together with taking on Don 
Carle Gillette, who until recently 
was with American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers under 
A. P. Waxman. Gillette will serve 
as trade paper contact as well as 
editor of the house organ. 

Sid Rechetnik, who has handled 
trades, is promoted to post of press 
book editor and special exhibitor 
service, while Paul Lazarus, who has 
had charge of press books, moves 
| over on trade paper advertising and 
trade promotion, plus other duties. 

Gil Golden, formerly on trade ads, 
,takes over consumer advertising; 
Lee Blumberg is promoted to head 
the field exploitation department and 
Morton Gerber, who has been Re- 
| chetnik’s assistant, moves up to be- 
come short subject publicity head. 

Shifts and promotions were 
worked out following arrival in the 
east of Charlie Einfeld, who remains 
at the h.o. another week or longer. 


9-REEL DOCUMENTARY 





FOR B’WAY ROADSHOW 





' ‘Native Land,’ a full-length docu- 
mentary on civil liberties, may play 
a roadshow engagement on Broad- 
way. Frontier Films, which is mak- 
ing the picture, will seek e house 
for a two-4-day run when cutting on 


‘Land’ is completed. That'll be 
around mid-June, from present in- 
dications. 

Paul Robeson will not appear in 


ithe pic, but will speak the com- 
mentary and sing several songs. 
Music is by Marc Blitzstein. Com- 


mentary for the nine-reeler is by 
‘David Wolff, with Blitzstein con- 


is entirely coincidental, Swanson de- | tributing words to some of the tunes. 





clared. 

Thompson agency got into the car 
card picture as résult of the failure 
of the Barron Collier Company last 
year. Wrigley interests, largest 
users of card card advertising; to 
protect their prime medium, ongan- 
ized the New York Subways Adver- 
tising Co. to take over the Collier 
business. JWT handles the Wrigley 
account. 

Ad agency 
study of the 


immediately began a 
drooping car card 


business and determined that some- | 
thing was necessary to regularly at- 


tract the line of vision ef riders up 
to the cards. It decided that reader- 
interest features would do the trick 
and then made a study of news- 
papers to find what attracted most 
attention. Leaders were found to 
be picture pages, cartoons, oddities, 
weather and films. 

As a result, the film 
were instituted, along with other 
features, such as cartoons, ‘prettiest 
subway rider of the month’ (selected 
by John Powers) and oddity draw- 
ings. 

JWT also abolished such bad busi- 
ness practices of the old regime as 
allowing cards to remain up four 
and five months after contracts had 


selections 


expired and a ‘bonus’ system that | 


became so misused advertisers in 


some cases were getting two cards | 


free with each one bought. 
son agency also established a two- 
duplicate-cards-to-every-car system 
on the theory that riders can’t see 
s card at the opposite end or the 
other side of the car, and therefore 
at least one duplicate is needed. 





Par ‘Shorts as ‘Dessert’ 


Paramount shorts department 
Monday (12) presented film buyers 
and exhibs in New York each with 
a quart of ice cream. Tie-up, ex- 
plained in an accompanying letter, 
was that ‘Paramount’s shorts are 
the ice cream dessert for theatre 
bills.’ 

Ice cream was supplied by Seal- 


Thomp- | 


Paul Strand, prez, and Leo Hur- 
witz, v.p. of Frontier, are camera- 
man and director, respectively, of 
,‘Land.’ It was all shot on location 
in various parts of the east. Only a 
few professional] actors were used, 
all members of the Group Theatre. 


RKO’s Ballyhocers 





George Gomperts, who for a short 
time recently headed United Art- 
ists’ Coast publicity department, 
has joined the RKO staff in New 
York to handle special press and ex- 
ploitation work on 
Bob Barzl, who was doing the ‘Kane’ 
job, has been shifted by RKO to 
Seattle to puff ‘Fantasia’ there. 

Toni Spitzer is handling press for 
the last two engagements of ‘Fan- 
tasia’ under Disney management, in 
Washington and Baltimore. All fu- 
ture ‘Fantzsia’ dates are under RKO 
aegis. Joe Heppner, of Disney head- 
quarters in New York, handled the 
Baltimore preem. 





| a a * e,@¢ 
Disguising Critics 

Every critic a George Bernard 
Shaw—in appearance—was the aim 
of United Artists Monday (12) in 
plugging opening of Shaw’s ‘Major 
Barbara’ at the Astor, N. Y., last 
night (Tuesday). 

UA sent each of the crix a phony 
beard. wig, mustache and eyebrows 
a la Shaw. 





Yergin With WB in Chi 


| Chicago, May 13. 

| Irving Yergin has joined Warner 
Bros. midwest publicity department 
as assistant of Monroe Rubinger. 

| Yergin was formerly with the Chi- 


,cago Daily Times and a trade re- 


test, on whose radio show John Bar- , porter. 


rymore is heard each Thursday. Par 


In new Warner setup the midwest 


is releasing an ‘Unusual Occupation’ | publicity district will take im the ex- 


short featuring Barrymore with his 
collection of curios. Ice cream gag , 
was idea of Manny Reiner, shorts 
and newsreel p.a. ' 


changes and towns of Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Minneapolis, St. Paul, In- 
cianapolis, Louisville, St. Louis, Des 
Moines, Kansas City and Omaha. 


Shift East and West. 


‘Citizen Kane.’ 


PINCERS MOVEMENT? 


Indie and His Attorney Sure te Get 
Their Men 








Philadelphia, May 13. 
The $210,000 damage suit against 
the major film distribs filed by 
|Henry Friedman, operator of the 
| Lansdowne, is skedded to go on trial 
|in Federal court May 21. Subpoenas 





—— 


RKO Gives Up 2d N.Y. House to 
Indie Exhib; Other Exchange Briefs 





RKO walks out of another theatre | 
tomorrow night (Thurs.), when 


| in the case are expected to be served turns over the keys to the Midtown | 
Revamp with Don Carle Gillette on the exchange bosses during the) 


Variety Clubs convention in Atlantic 
City over the weekend. 

| There won’t be any trouble in lo- 
cating the defendants, if this hap- 
|pens. Friedman is chairman of the 
| hotel reservation committee. If the 
film bigwigs attempt to dodge proc- 
| ess-servers on the golf links, they’ll 
be out of luck, too. Chairman of the 
| golf committee is Harry N. Ball, 
| Friedman’s attorney. 





‘Just io Give ’Em An 
Idea of What Goes On, 
See New Defense Films 


Hollywood, May 13. 

What the United States is doing 
|about national defense in the way 
|of training and equipment is being 
made plain to the citizens of Latin- 
America by the simplest and most 
adequate means, the motion pictures, 
according to Nate Blumberg, presi- 
dent of Universal, in a talk to his 
colleagues at a meeting of produc- 
tion and sales representatives. Serv- 
ice films, he said, were giving our 
friends south of the border a vivid 
picture of the vast work that is go- 
ing on up here. 

Following ‘Buck Privates’ and ‘In 








productions with Marine, Air Corps 
|}and Coast Guard backgrounds. 


WB Defense Shorts 


Conference between Jeck L. War- 
ner and Major Mason Wright, U. 8. 
|Army, resulted in plans for more 
| national defense shorts at the Bur- 
bank studio. 

Next on the list is “The Tanks Are 
Coming,’ most of which will be shot 
on location at Fort Knox, Ky. 


N.Y. PUBLICISTS GUILD 
SEES NLRB STALLING 


Growing impatient now that five 

weeks have gone by without a de- 
cision by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board on its petition to be 
|mamed bargaining agent for home- 
|office press department employes, 
|New York unit of ScreemgPublicists 
, Guild will meet tonight (Wednesday) 
| to decide what to do about it. Out- 
side chance exists that membership 
|may vote the executive council 
| power to call a strike, when and if 
| it deems necessary. 
Coast SPG unit is ready to go 
|along on ‘strong action,’ according 
to a letter from George Thomas, Jr., 
secretary, to the New York group. 
| He said: ‘I believe that unless you 
; are prepared for a long period of 
| waiting for the Board decision, the 
situation . . . requires more militant 
,action than either Guild has sug- 
|gested so far... I think you will 
find the Coast SPG ready to take 
reasonably strong action.’ 














Par Execs in N. Y. on Biz 
And for Variety Conv. 








| Monday morning (12) 
| ences with home office 

| executives with whom he has been 
closeted since arrival. 

He is going to Atlantic City Satur- 
day (17) for the Variety club con- 
vention. Bob O’Donnell, who will 
| attend that, may also come into N.Y. 
| to contact on theatre matters affect- 
ing the Interstate chain. 

Bob Wilby was in to see Par execs 
and others last week, but has re- 
turned to Atlanta. He is also ex- 
pecting to attend the Atlantic City 
Variety affair. 


Dietz’s Defense Shorts 


Howard Dietz, who is in charge 
of making the industry shorts on the 
sale of national defense bonds, called 





| 








to assist in editing the material to 
workable length. 

Original shorts were cut down in 
length and made more effective fromm 





the original footage. 


the Navy,’ the studio is preparing | 


on the upper west side in New York. | 
Theatre is being taken over by Mil- | 


Washington, where 44 theatres are 


it | involved. 


New 400-seat Heights theatre in 
Crafton Heights will be ready to 
open in next six weeks, according to 


| lard Ochs, son of the late Lee Ochs, | Charles Philbrook, former Sheraden 


| 
| 
| 
| 





independent operator, who turned , 
over several houses to RKO about 
10 years before he died. | 
About six weeks ago RKO moved 
out of the Yorktown, which is now | 
being operated by George Walsh, | 
whose father-in-law owns the prop- | 
erty. Yorktown was also a part of | 
the old Ochs chain. Millard Ochs, . 
who managed it for RKO, shifted to 
the Midtown when Walsh took pos- 
session. , 
RKO has no immediate plans to 
give up any other houses, it is said. 


Frank Marshall to Philly 


Assigning another home office 
buyer to the field to prepare for 
deals under the consent decree, War- 
ner Bros. is sending Frank Marshall , 
of Clayton Bond’s h.o. staff to the 
Philadelphia territory, where he 
will serve on film deals with Ed 
Hinchy, already there. John Turner 
is also on buying in the Philadel- 
phia zone. 








Indie L. A. Exchanges Merge | 
Los Angeles, May 13. | 


Majestic Pictures and Astor Dis- 
tributing Corp., indie reéleasers, 
merged into one company, to be 


|known as Majestic, to be operated 


jointly by Sam Decker and Lou 
Goldstein as a distributor in this 
territory. Decker recently purchased 
the interests of Hi Peskay and Harry 
Denny in Majestic. 

Rivoli, dark for about two years, 
being rebuilt by Fox-West Coast, to 
be operated as subsequent run in 
een part of town. It seats 

Montrose theatre, in Montrose, 
formerly operated by Mont friend, 
taken over by Edwards circuit: 





‘Murphy Jotns Dipson 
Buffalo, May 13. 

Robert E. Murphy, former booker 
for the Shea-Paramount, Buffalo and 
Niagara Falls, 42 joined Dipson as 

buyer and chief booker. 
sil Brady, former branch man- 
ager for Tiffany and Pathe, now 
onnected with Eleanor Paradeis’ 


-o-Film. 
James Sper, former Syracuse | 
lesman for RKO, assigned the | 


ochester territory. Syracuse RKO | 
representative will be E. J. Smith, | 


exhib, who is underwriting project. 
At same time, firm of Fineman & 
Shapiro announced that Sheraden 
theatre, which they purchased from 
Philbrook, will be dismantled. F-S 
recently launched a new house, the 
Temple, in neighborhood of old 
Sheraden. 

John Lund & Son opened 
Daisytown, Pa., where they have 
established the central operating 
headquarters for their circuit. 


in 





Fete for Pop Korson 


Philadelphia, May 13. 

At least 300 members of the film 
industry are expected at the 
luncheon hororing Louis (Pop) Kor- 
son, veteran exchange man, at the 
Ritz-Carlton May 26. Korson leaves 
for California where he will make 
his future residence. 

Oscar Neufeld, Horlachers exec, 
has been chosen chairman of the 
committee to select ‘Miss Philadel- 
phia’ for the Variety Jubilee Beauty 


‘Pageant in Atlantic City this fall. 


Walt Potamkin, Girard manager, 
joins the ranks of the benedicts 
June 8. 

The Ellis brothers, A. M. and 
Martin, have taken over the Park- 
side, Camden, N. J. House réfurbish- 
ing and will reopen June 1. 

Four houses in the Affiliated Thea- 
tres chain undergoing remodeling— 
Strand, Star, Eagle and Lorraine. 

Fire Marshall Jacob Clinton ap- 
pealed to exhibs here to fireproof all 
draperies on their stages. 

William Rosenfeld added to sales 
staff of Producers Release Corp. ex- 
change. 


Luckie Sells Out 


Houston, May 13. 

D. F. Luckie, builder of the Uni- 
versity, nabe, sold his half interest 
in the theatre to Interstate Circuit 
for $12,000 cash. Luckie built the 
theatre four years ago. Last year, 
he sold Interstate a 50% interest in 
it. It is a small house, which seats 
535, but it is now being enlarged 





| and modernized. 


Bobby Bixler, former vaudeville 
dancer, named manager. 





Richey’s Arkansas Spiel 
H. M. Richey. exhibitor relations 
counsel for Metro, is expected back 





formerly with Universal and FBO. 


A. H. Blank arrived in New York | 
for confer- | 
Paramount | 


Jack Reed, operator of the Holly- 
wood, Gowanda, and director of 
MPTO of N. Y. State, recently mar- 
ied Florence Mason in Hamburg, 





* - 

RKO exploitation staff in upstate 
|New York has undergone several 
| personnel changes. Ted Wynn, 
| previously connected with the Mil- 
| waukee Post staff, in charge of Buf- 
| falo-Albany territory. James Boyle, 
'who formerly handled upstate pub- 
| licity, to Chicago. 

| Crescent, Ithaca, reported reopen- 
ing by Bernstein Bros. following 
| alterations. 

Leroy, Leroy, and Strand, Brock- 
| port, operated by R. E. Blauvelt for 
|} many years, taken over b~ the Kal- 
lett Circuit. 

| Joseph Lachiusa booking for the 
| Genesee, Mt. Morris, in absence of 
Richard De Tota, proprietor, drafted 
|for military service. 

| Office of Basil Bros. in the Gene- 
see theatre is being streamlined and 
will include a modern screening 
room. 

| Recent and impending additions to 
| the armed services from this zone’s 
| theatre colony include Marvin Arent, 
|Schine booker; Bob Davis, Univer- 
sal; Howard Lurie, Orpheum; Ray 
Culkowski, Lincoln; Don Stevenson, 
| Rivoli, and David Zachem, Artistic, 
latter pair being of Rochester. 


Snyder’s Portland Revamp 


Portland, Me., May 13. 

Expansion in local nabe field of 
R. E. Snyder Theatrical Enterprises, 
with leasing of Cameo theatre from 
| Leon Gorman and erection of the 
Cinema, seating 600, has resulted in 
|; expected managerial changes. Leo 
Young from the Strand to city man- 
| ager, with Joe McGonagle replacing 
|from Empire. William A. Field ad- 
vanced from assistant at Strand to 
|Cinema. Both Empire and Cameo 
| are to remain without resident man- 
agers, Young handling them from 
his city office. 





Republic’s WB (Pitt) Deal 


Pittsburgh, May 13. , 
Republic here last week announced 
deal with WB, which operates more 


| than 80 theatres in this territory, 
| calling for 


Rep’s entire 1941-42 
Harry Kalmine, zone man- 
and Harry Feinstein, chief 


product. 
ager, 


| booker, represented Warners in the 
in reps from different film companies | a while Jim Alexander | 
| an 
| holders in Pittsburgh territory, and | 


Sam Fineberg, Rep franchise 

R. Grainger, company’s general 
sales manager, represented the stu- 
dio. At same time, Grainger an- 


|}nounced similar deal with WB in 


at the home office today (Wed.) 
after attending she convention of the 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Arkansas at Little Rock, Sunday and 


Monday (11-12). Addressing the 
delegates, he pointed to the many 
inroads that are being made on the- 
atres by other amusements and 
sports. 

Burtis Bishop, Méetro’s_ district 
manager headquartering at Kansas 


City, also spoke. 

N.O, Leads RKO Sales Drive 

In the stretch this week on the 
15-week billings drive in RKO, the 
New Orleans branch headed by 
Pake Baker, is in the lead and prob- 
ably will be adjudged the winner 
following an auditing of the figures. 
Runners-up toward the finish of the 
drive are Atlanta, St. Louis, Okla- 
homa City and Washington. 

On the shorts drive, St. Louis is 
in the lead in the States, while 
Montreal is heading the Canadian 
group of exchanges. 





Steele Sells Out 
Cleveland, May 13. 

Earl Steele sold his Lincoln, large 
naber, last week to Meyer Fine, 
owner of circuit of houses. 

Charles Voasberg, RKO district 
sales manager who was married to 
Betty Straus April 23, took bride for 
Caribbean cruise-honeymoon. Re- 


|ceived large silver platter as wed- 


ding gift from 
his territory. 


exchange forces in 





Forced into Show Biz? 
Detroit, May 13. 

Howeversit comes out, Jack Broder 
is either going to have the city or 
the state as the owner of his new 
Town theatre, in operation § since 
early this year but recently closed 
until fall. Theatre was created in 
former Orchestra Hall here, long 
seat of the Detroit Symphony Or- 
chestra, but so many back taxes have 
accumulated on the building that it 


has become a question of whether 


the state or the city, both of which 
have foreclusure actions pending, 
take it over. 

The city has the most due—$31,182 
—and probably will take over since, 
because of the parlous state of show 
biz, it can’t be guaranteed any reg- 
ular steady income as long as it 
leaves the building in the hands of 
its present trustees. 





Fred Shagrin’s Switch 
Youngstown, O., May 13. 
Fred Shagrin, resident manager of 
the Park, Youngstown, for Shea, 
now assistant at Colonial, Akron, 
also operated by Shea. 
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_ (UA), ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), ‘Flame of New Orleans’ (U), ‘Devil and Miss 
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tata Sill Sal tis Sphinn lr tale i tated 
Dip In National B. 0. Caused By: 
Dearth of Strong New Releases: 


me 

Rise and dip of the nation’s film boxoffice graph reflects the quality 
and supply of the week's first-run releases. Conditions of general in- 
dustry, employment, weather and other factors play a surprisingly small 
part in comparison with the screen offerings themselves. Glimpsing the 
country-wide return in the adjacent telegraphic reports from key cities, 
the conclusion readily is reached that there is great scarcity of new high- 
powered product. The exhibition structure is being supported by the 
better releases of late March and early April. 

These include Paramount's ‘Zanzibar,’ which is finishing off the last of 
more than a score of important extended first runs. It is completing its 
third weeks in Baltimore, Brooklyn and Pittsburgh, and its second week 
in second run in Philadelphia. 

Two other features are pressing it for extended engagement honors. 
They are ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and Columbia’s ‘Penny Serenade.’ Former 
has shown strength in three weeks in Philadelphia, same number of 
stanzas in Pitt and Frisco. It is completing its second week in Washing- 
ton and is standing up in Providence, Louisville, Cincinnati and Lincoln. 
Returns in Buffalo are disappointing. 

On the other hand ‘Serenade’ is a standout everywhere, aided and 
abetted not a little by an unusually effective advance cooperative news- 
paper campaign. In addition to cities previously reported in the past two 
weeks, the current score stands: Louisville, three weeks; Los Angeles, 
three; San Francisco, three, and two weeks each in Washington, Balti- 
more, Buffalo, Boston (two houses, day-and-date) and Detroit. Smash 
first weeks reported in Kansas City and Cincinnati. 

Crowding these three grossers are ‘The Great Lie’ (WB), ‘That Hamilton 
Woman’ (UA), ‘The Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Men of Boys’ Town’ (M-G). 

Films that are just moving into the release hopper are ‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB), very good; ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB), good, but not big; ‘Affectionately 
Yours’ (WB), too early to estimate; ‘A Woman’s Face’ (M-G), good in 
Lincoln; ‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G), spotty, and ‘Major Barbara’ 
(UA) just starting. 
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‘Fantasia’ Big, ‘Citizen Kane’ NSG 
‘Fantasia’ is heading the list of the season’s best (to 
date) two-a-days. Extended runs are finishing in Boston and San Fran- 
cisco, ‘Citizen Kane,’ despite unusual newspaper raves and free reading 
space, has yet to prove itself in the class with’roadshow films. Now play- 
ing in New York, encouraging; Chicago, bad; Los Angeles, terrible. Early 
openings set for Boston and ’Frisco. 

Back of the big headliners, listed above, is a small group of features, of 
recent release, that are carrying the top billing in the rurals, but with vary- 
ing success. These are ‘Great American Broadcast’ (20th), ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ 


At higher prices 


Jones’ (RKO), big in spots, mediocre in others; “That Uncertain Feeling’ 
(UA) and ‘Night in Rio’ (20th). 

Judging strictly on the boxoffice record ‘Zanzibar,’ ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ 
(M-G), ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), “‘That- Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘The 
Great Lie’ (WB) are carrying the exhibitors’ load at the moment. More 
of equal boxoffice calibre are badly needed to maintain the May-June 
theatre receipts at anywhere near par figures. 

Unloading the B’s 

In the absence of strong offerings, the exchanges are unloading a large 
package of B’s, some of which have been gathering dust in film vaults for 
several months. The week’s reports show many theatres are experiment- 
ing with dual combinations on a hit or miss basis—mostly miss. 

Some of these films never saw the marquees of first runs; they were 
shunted to one side to await the occasion when they could slip into release 
without attracting too much attention. : 

Nearly every releasing company has its headaches with this type of 
product, which is stamped as second-rate by the very method of its 


‘position entertainment 
| whacking, too, however. 





handling. Except in rare instances, neither paid advertising nor ingenius 
publicity has softened the exhibitor impact. They are booked because | 


SUMMER IN MONT’ 





sum nig wane, us nsw, B WAY Down; Wagons Roll-Tucker 


Also Neat 





Montreal, May 13. 

Early summer this year is begin- 
ning to affect grosses, but there will 
be one pic currently that will be a 
stand-out on take. That’s ‘Hamil- 
ton Woman,’ at Loew’s, moving to 
handsome $10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Great Lie’ (WB). Pacing for good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO), good $7,000. 


Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U). Weak $5,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Footsteps Dark’ (WB) 
and ‘Knockout’ (WB), poor $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). In for a 
good run, with initial week sight- 
ing big $10,000. Last week, ‘Back 
Street’ (U) h.o., faded to $5,000. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO) and ‘Palm 
Springs’ (RKO). Fair $4,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Reaching Sun’ 
(Par) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par), 
weak $3,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘So Ends Night’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
Nice $2,800, after good $3,500 last 
week. 

Cinema de Paris 
(600; 25-50)—‘Mayerling et Sera- 
jevo’ (4th wk.). Fair $800, after 
good enough $1,000 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34)—‘L’Homme__ de Niger’ and 
‘L’Affaire Steinberg.’ Pointing to 
good $4,000. Last week, ‘Cavalcade 
d’Amour’ and ‘Toi, C’est Moi,’ good 
$4,200. 


(France-Film) 





Crying Towel Biz Oniy 
Good Thing in Mpls; 


‘Boys Town’ OK $7,000. 





Minneapolis, May 13. 

It’s the same old sad story. Cur- 
rent boxoffice situation affords no 
more reason for cheering than -its 
predecessors. Takine~ are of infini- 
tesimal proportions and the total 
Haul will be pathetic in its smallness. 

Peculiarly, no blame is being at- 
tached to the films themselves. 
Strikes, general uneasiness and com- 
parative lack of defense spending are 
generally accepted as the depres- 
sion’s cause. Bowling and other op- 
still get a 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 28)—‘Bor- 
der Vigilantes’ (Par) and ‘Convoy’ 
(RKO), dual first-runs, split with 


there is nothing else to book And the paradox, as reported by some ex- | ‘Big Boss’ (Col) and ‘Big Swindle’ 


hibitors, is that occasionally these forgotten films furnish better entertain- | (Col), 


ment than the toppers they support. 


The exhibitors’ choice of secondary product, as shown in the week’s =, Forge first-runs, split with 


} 
, ae ee | ‘Dead Men Tell’ 
Blonde Inspiration,’ ‘Trial of Mary Happiness’ (WB), also dual first-runs, 


booking reports, are: 
Metro, ‘The Penalty,’ ‘Free and Easy,’ 


also dual first-runs. Mild 
$1,200 indicated. Last week, ‘Burn- 
(Indie) and ‘Knock- 


(20th) and ‘Comes 


Dugan;’ Paramount, ‘Las Vegas Nights,’ ‘The Round Up,’ ‘Mad Doctor,’ | pretty good $1,400. 


‘Monster and Girl,’ ‘Magic With Music’ and ‘Power Dive;’ Warners, | 


‘Strange Alibi,’ ‘Shadow on Stairs,’ ‘Knockout,’ ‘Comes Happiness,’ ‘Lady | 44)—‘Great Ziegfeld’ (M-G). 


with the Red Hair,’ ‘South of Suez,’ ‘Black Parrot,’ and ‘Thieves Walk Out.’ 

Also, from 20th-Fox, ‘Dead Men Tell,’ ‘Sleepers West,’ ‘Street Memories,’ 
‘Night Train,’ ‘Jennie,’ ‘Cowboy and Blonde,’ ‘Ride on Vaquero; RKO, | 
‘Scattergood Bains,’ ‘Girl, Guy and Gob,’ ‘Met in Argentina,’ ‘Repent at | 
Leisure’ and ‘Melody Three;’ United Artists, ‘Monte Cristo’ and ‘Topper 
Returns® Universal, ‘Model 


Zonga,’ 


Columbia's fillers include ‘Blondie Goes Latin, ‘Lone Wolf,’ ‘Boston | 
Blackie,’ ‘Face Behind Mask,’ ‘Devil Commands’ and ‘Glamor For Sale.’ 


ir ’ 
Reason for plethora of -second rate pictures showing themselves in first Tall, Dark 


runs currently is ascribed by a distribution executive as seasonal. He 
declares that comparable condition has maintained late spring and 
early summer offerings in former years. 


Not likely any material uplift in standard is imminent, he avers, until | (5th wk). 
| this week. Stretching to mild $3,000. 


the new season’s product begins advance showings. 








| (850; 30-40-50)—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and 
| ‘Penalty’ (M-G). Moved over after 
two okay weeks at the Paramount. 
Pegged at neat $3,300. Last week, 
‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO) fourth 
week, $1,800, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(2,600: 30-40-50)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) 
and ‘Model Wife’ (U), second week. 
Indicate good $3,500. Last week, 
around $8,000, neat. 


‘Bad Man’-‘Argentina’ 
Top Seattle at $6,500 


Seattle, May 13. 
The burg is normal except for 
paucity of new films. Holdovers rule 
the roost and they are plenty okay. 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ has second fling at 
the Fifth Avenue; ‘Penny Serenade’ 
third at Liberty; ‘Dictator’ fourth at 
Blue Mouse; ‘Zanzibar’ moves from 
Paramount to Music Box for third 


Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28-39- 
Moved 
here from State, where it had fairly 
ood first week. Looks like fair 
3,000. Last week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) 
(2d wk), $2,300. 
Esquire (Berger) 

‘Mad Youth’ (Indie). 


(290; 15-20)— 
Sex film at- 


Wife,’ “Black Cat,’ ‘Double Date,’ ‘Horror | tracting some attention. Pretty good 
Island,’ ‘Invisible Woman,’ ‘Nobody’s Sweetheart,’ ‘Frisco Docks’ and ‘La | $1,000. 


Last week, “Torso Mystery’ 
(Indie) and ‘Face Window’ (Indie), 
dual first-runs, light $690. 


Gopher (Par-Singer) ‘998; 28—- 
(20th). Okay $2,600 in 

| prospect. Last week, ‘Bad Man’ 
(M-G), $2,700, fair. | 
Minnesota (Mpls. Theatre Co.) 
(1,855; 50-$1.50) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) 


Finishes profitable stand 


Last week, $3,200, fair. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 39- 


| 44-55) —Topper Returns’ (UA) and 


‘ting okay $7,000. 


: , . Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40) 
week, and ‘Nice Girl’ is a holdover ‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep) and 
at Orpheum. ‘Great Train Robbery’ (Rep) plus 

Estimates for This Week |vaude. Expect nice $4,500. st | 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and 
Dead Men Tell’ (20th), fourth week. | 
Indicates okay $2,400. Last week, 
fine $3,200. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—'Thing Called Love’ 
(Col) and ‘Footsteps in Dark’ (WB) 
(2d run). Expect bad $2.100. Last 
Week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
Maisie’ (M-G) (2d run), floppo 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green ) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk). Paced at good 
$4,700. Last week, great $10,200. | 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Break 
the News’ (Mono) (3d wk). Look- 
stone big $5,500. Last week, great 


week, ‘Roundup’ (Par) plus vaude, 
$5,200, big. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


and ‘Met in Argentina’ (RKO). 
Pointing to nifty $6,500. Last week, 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and ‘Penalty 
(M-G) (2d wk). Dandy $7,900. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Girl, Guy and Gob’ (RKO) and 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ (UA) (2d 
run). Expect fair $2,000. Last week 
(30-40-50) ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) (4th wk), 
$2,700, good. : 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
16-30)—-‘Come Live with Me’ (M-G) 
and ‘Flight from Destiny’ (WB) (2d 
run). Anticipate $2,100, good. Las 
week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and 7 
,Dark and Handsome’ (20th) ( 


Music Box (Hamrick - Evergreen) run), big $2,500. 


(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Bad Man’ (M-G) | ¢ 
| 55)—‘So Ends Night’ (UA). 


| Last 





| 
| 
\ 
| 


Major Bowes’ unit. Picture just so- 
so, but probably will account for 
most of mild $7,000. Last week, ‘Un- 
certain Feeling’ (UA) and Woody 
Herman band and acts on stage, hurt 
by warm weather Saturday and Sun- 
day, but built to $10,500, still leaving 
theatre in red. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G). Pres- 
tige of first in series and Rooney- 
Tracy combo spelling boxoffice. Hit- 
r Last week, ‘Great 
Ziegfeld’ (M-G), same. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39) -"To- 

bacco Road’ (20th). First neighbor- 
hood showing. Looks like fair $2,400 
week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
WB), good $2,700. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
Heavily 
advertised and cast names plus pres- 
tige of novel helping to offset propa- 
ganda drawback somewhat. Reach- 
ing toward good $2,500. Last week, 
‘Adam’ (Col), mild $1,500. 





SURE DOES 
Hollywood, May 13. 

Director chore on ‘We Go Fast’ at 
20th-Fox goes to William McGann, 
who just finished piloting ‘The Par- 
son of Panemint’ for Harry Sherma: 
at Paramount. 

Picture rolls May 26, Lou Ostrow 
producing 


| 


~ Band-McLaglen Mild $30,000; ‘Kane’ 
Stout; ‘Reaching Sun -Rey OK 356 





There isn’t a great deal to choose 
from on Broadway film shelves this 
week and the customers are staying 
away in greater numbers than usual. 
No accounting for it except that the 

|shows apparently don’t look very 
alluring. 

Strand brought in ‘Wagons Roll at 
Night,’ with Tommy Tucker and Vic- 

‘tor McLaglen as stage support on 
Friday (9), but it is finding the going 
slow. Only about $30,000 sighted, 

| but show will hold since it was 
booked for two weeks. : 

| ‘Reaching for the Sun,’ going into 

|its second stanza at the Paramount 
| today (Wed.), which will be its last, 
is doing satisfactorily, but no better 


| 
|e-o  _ C - C 


War aie OK Pix 


Hypo L’ ville; ‘Ziegfeld’ 
Tops Town at $11,000 


Louisville, May 13. 

War boom and first-class product 
responsible for free spending at 
downtown houses. ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ 
at Loew’s State, looks tops. 
| Plenty of outdoor opposish cur- 
rently, with the gee-gees still run- 
ning at Churchill Downs; a free air 
show at Bowman Field Sunday (11) 
| drew several thousands, and a rodeo 
|and thrill show at the Fai Grounds 
| promoted by Larry Sunbrock. 








Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s- Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col) and ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col). Played 
Loew’s State fortnight ago and get- 
ting average $2,000 here. Last week, 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th), pretty good $2,200. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
‘Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Virginia’ (Par). 
Probably okay $1,500. Last week, 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col), healthy $1,400. 


Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and | 
‘Penalty’ (M-G). Hottest thing in 
town, although long show will cyt 
down turnover. Heading for great 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Uncertain Feel- 
ing’ (UA) and ‘Adam’ (Col), oke 
$7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) — ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB). 
Aiming at fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk), fairish 
$2,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘American Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Cowboy Blonde’ (20th). Pulling 
fair quota of radio fans. Heading 
for all right $8,500. Last week, | 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Mr Dyna- 
mite’ (U), fair $7,500. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Model Wife’ (U) and | 
‘Black Cat’ (U). Couple of average | 
programmers, but pulling some fam- 
ily trade. House has been opening 


new bill on Thursdays, and current 
stanza will wind up Wednesday (14) 
with pretty good $3,400. ‘Fantasia’ 
opens Thursday (15) night at road- 
show prices. Last week, ‘Sis Hop- 
kins’ (Rep) and ‘Rio Grande’ (20th), 
h.o., okay $3,000. 





H.0.S FLOOD PORT. 


‘Great Lie’ Fine $7,000; ‘Miss Bishop’ | 
Average $4,800 








Portland, Ore., May 13. | 
Best new opener is “The Great | 
Lie,’ which is wowing ’em at the big 
Paramount. Otherwise the bills are 
mainly h.o.s. 
Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- | 
50)—‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep). Getting just aver- | 


age $4,800. Last week, ‘So Ends 
Night’ (UA) and ‘Road Show’ (UA), 
good enough $5,500 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50)—‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA) and ‘Outsider’ (Mono). Move | 
over from UA making nice $5,000. | 
Last week, ‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep), moveover | 
from Broadway, fair $4,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Penny Serenade’ | 
(Col) and ‘Met in Argentina’ (RKO) | 


(2d wk). Still okay, $4,900. First | 
week took great $7,800. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 


(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) | 
| and ‘Scotland Yard’ (20th). In line) 
for strong $7,000. Last week, ‘Zan- | 
zibar’ (Par) and ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col), | 
closed third week for still high 
$5,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—Dictator’ (UA) single billed | 
snd going over for heavy $6.800 on | 
first return at pop prices. Last week, | 
‘Topper Returns’ (UA) and ‘Out-/| 
sider’ (Mono), fine $6,600 and moved | 
to Mavfair. 








| other 


| week ending last night 


second $39,700, 


than that. Finished its first seven 
days last night (Tues.) at $35,000, 
aided by addition of ‘I Wanted 
Wings’ to yesterday evening's 
(Tues.) show. ‘Wings’ is due at the 
house next Wednesday (21), Par 
has the Alvino Rey band, Eddie 
Bracken and others on its rostrum. 


_Best of the holdovers but not espe- 
cially strong are ‘Great American 
Broadcast,’ in its second week at the 
Roxy, and ‘Uncertain Feeling,’ plus 
the ‘Madame Butterfly’ unit at the 
Music Hall. ‘Broadcast’ will get 
about $31,000. so-so, and goes a third 
lap. The Hall at $70,000 on the hold- 
over compares favorably with the 
first week’s $77,000. Much of’ this 
business, adding to fair profit, is be- 
ing drawn by the opera tab, which 
has received considerable word-of- 
mouth. 


‘Citizen Kane,’ on its second week 
at the twice-daily Palace, is not a 
sellout though doing a good business. 
It got $25,500 on the first full week, 
but is running behind that on the 
second, first four days being $14,000. 
Picture is weaker on the mats than 
at night. 


Astor turns to pop prices today 
with ‘Major Barbara,’ which was 
given a special opening last night 
(Tues. ). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 30-40-55-65)—‘Major 
Barbara’ (UA) begins pop-priced, 
continuous run today (Wed.) follow- 
ing a special benefit opening last 
night. (Tues.) to which press was 
invited. Par took ‘Wings’ out of the 
house Sunday night (11), final (6th) 
week being $6,500, light. 


Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (26th 
week). Reported departing shortly; 
last week (25th) $10,000, about $2,000 
profit. 


Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (3d-final 
week). About $17,000, slow this 
week (3d); second $25,000, under 
hopes. 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)— 
‘Lady From Louisiana’ (Rep). Opens 
today (Wed.) after pretty nice week 
with ‘People vs. Dr. Kildare’ (M-G), 


$7,500. In ahead ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) 
weak $5,500. 
Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Girl in 


News’ (20th) (2d wk.). Pointing for 
$5,500, fair, after first week’s take of 
$7,500 and goes third round. 


Palace (1,700; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —‘Kane’ (RKO) (2d week). 
Roadshow doing well but not within 
a stone’s throw of capacity; first 
seven days $25,500, while capacity is 
$30,800 as house is scaled. Running 
behind on second semester, with first 
four days $14,000, but Still good. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) and, on 
stage, Alvino Rey, Eddie Bracken, 

acts (2d-final week). A 
weaker b.o. show than house has had 
in some time, but at $35,000 on initial 
(Tues.) far 


from reason for complaint. Begins 
second semester today (Wed.). Last 
week ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (4th week) 
and Harry James (lst week), $28,- 
| 000, o.k. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960; 44- 


55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Uncertain Feeling’ 


| (UA) end ‘Butterfly’ (2d-final week). 


Condensed version of Puccini opera 
providing able support for weak pic- 
ture; holdover $70,000 while first 
week was $77,000. not fancy but no 
kicks, ‘Devil and Miss Jones’ (RKO) 
opens tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 


Rialto (750; 28-44-55) — ‘Great 
Swindle’ (Col). Moved in yesterday 
(Tues.). ‘Invisible Ghost’ (Mono), 
6 days, $4,800, light ‘Mutiny in 
Arctic’ (U) slow-goer, $4,500. 

Rivoli (2.092; 35-55-85-99) House 
closed Friday night (9) after two 
very disappointing weeks with 
‘Flame of New Orleans,’ first being 
under $20,000 and second only 
$10,000. Ordinarily closes for sum- 
mer but not zs early as this, reason 


being lack of suitable product right 
now. 


Roxy (5,835; 3B-55-65-75-85 )— 
‘Broadcast’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d week). Gross isn’t up to figure 


picture deserves but far from flop- 
ping at $31,000 indicated this week; 
good albeit not 


sockeroo. Holds third. 

State (3.400: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10) 
—‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d 
run), John Boles, others, on stage. 
Seats are not tough to find, with 


business looking no more than about 
$18,000. mildish. Lest week ‘So Ends 
Our Night’ (UA) (2d run) and 
‘Crazy With Heat’ unit (2d week), 
$22.000, good 


Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99)— 


‘Wagons Roll At Night’ ‘WB) and 
Tommy Tucker band. plus Victor 
McLavlen. Not in high gear at 
$30,000 but will hold because of 
stageshow commitments. Last week. 
fourth for ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 


Timmy Darcey G91 900 -11 richt 
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Philly Nifty; J. Dorsey- Melodrama’ 
Grab Fine $26,000, Doe’ Neat $18,300 
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Philadelphia, May 13. 


(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Three winners and two flops is the 
boxscore of the newcomers this 
week, while several holdovers con- 
tinued to show plenty of punching 
power. 

Best exploitation stunt was Stan- 
ley’s tieup with the Daily News for 
‘John Doe.’ For the past two weeks 
a man, impersonating the lead char-. 
acter of Capra’s production, has 
been searching the city for people 
doing ‘good turns.’ If someone is 
found, the pseudo-John Doe forked 
over $2 as reward. Stunt merited 
plenty of space and pictures in the 
News. - 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). First 
week of return to pop prices is net- 
ting putrid $7,000. Last four days of 
‘Fantasia’ (Disney) at $1.71 got okay 
$7;000. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Rage Heaven’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Fair $3,000 for six days. Last two 
days of second week of ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) fair $500 for third run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Still plenty of magic in Leigh-Oli- 
vier, with neat $14,500 for this trip. 
Opener bangup $21,000. May hold 
for third ride. . 


Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68)— | 
*Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) with | 
Jimmy Dorsey band. Jive customers | 


shelling out to the tune of cushy 
$26,000. Last week, ‘Magic Music’ 
(Par) and Raymond Scott’s band, 


sad $17,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Pot O’ Gold’ (UA). No gold at the 
gate with puny $13,000. Last week 
‘Miss Jones’ (RKO), lots better with 
$14,700. 

Karlton (\/B) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Rollicking along for husky $4,700 
and may rate another h.o. here. Last 
week sock $5,000 at opening of sec- 
ond run. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d run). Satis- 
factory $4,300. Last week ‘Dictator’ 
(UA), bare $3,500 for second run of 

op price showing after long run at 
initial house. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘John Doe’ (WB). Good ballyhoo 
and advance publicity helping to 
build this one up to neat $18,500. 
Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G), 
fine $7,500 for four days of third 
week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
*Wagons Roll’ (WB). Clicking along 
to fine $6,000. Last week ‘Man Made 
Monster’ (U), bright $5,200. 


ONLY ‘ZANZIBAR,’ 196, 
GETTING PLAY IN WASH. 


Washington, May 13. 

If the tourists are still in town 
they’re touring the monuments and 
Government buildings, not clamoring 
to get into the picture houses. Ex- 
cept for ‘Zanzibar,’ biz is just fair 
all over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Washington Melodrama’ (M-G). 
Owes it all to Ted Weems orch on 
stage if it hits even 








vaude, n.g. $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) (2d run). Ailing 
at $4500. Last week ‘Lady Eve’ 
(Par) (2d run), okay $5,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
*Affectionately Yours’ (WB). 
pearance of Charlie Spivak’s ‘local’ 
orch bolstering this to fair enough 


$17,000. Last week ‘Serenade’ (Col) | 
(2d_wk.), | 


and Joe Cook personal 
came through with good $14,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
“Lady Cheyenne’ (U). Customers 
don’t like it any better than critics 
did, meaning only $8,000, poor. Last 
week ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO) (4th wk.), 
=~ through with strong $8,000 for 
nale. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— | 


‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). 
comedy should go average $5,900. 
Last week ‘Great ‘Lie’ (WB) (2d run) 
below expectations at $4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 


Homespun 


*Zanzibar’ (Par). Having no trouble | 
coasting to very good $19,000. Last | 
week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk.), | 


held up for satisfactory $12,500. 


Opposish Clips Balto; 








Baltimore, May 13. 

Plenty of opposition with hoss rac- 
ing, -circus, opera and Stokowski 
Youth orchestra nicking grosses 
here, 

In the lead is ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at 
Loew’s Century. Combo Hipp, lean- 
ing heavily on p.a. of Guy Lombardo 
and orch to bolster screen portion of 


, $13,200. 


Prov. Heaithy; ‘Wagons’ 


‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
10 Days’ (Col). 


\‘Reaching Sun’ 
Age’ 


light $15,000. | 
Last week ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) plus | 


| Orpheum, and ‘Penny Serenade,’ at 


Ap- | 


39-55 )— 
i\‘American Broadcast’ 


| Opening. 
| week, ‘Horror Island’ (U) and ‘Mon- 


|'—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Pent- 


|look for strong $11,500. Last week, 





iegfeld’ Big $15,000 "star 8's 


| (Tuesday) 


‘They Met in Argentina,’ is inching | 
out fair response. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-| 
28-40 )—‘Ziegfeld’ (M-G). Attract-| 
ing very healthy $15,000. Last week, | 
‘Hamilton: Woman’ (UA), satisfying 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-38-44-55-66) — ‘Met Argentina’ 
(RKO) and Guy Lombardo orch. 
Strong weekend response means fair 
$13,000 for stanza. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
vaude, held fairly well at $9,200 
after reaching out for $12,800 on first 
round. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-35-40)—Topper Returns’ (M-G). 
Drawing some daytime response to 
mild $5,000. Last week, second of 
‘Flame of N. O.’ (U), fair $4,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
40). ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Ambling 
along to light $4,000. Last week, ‘Sis 
Hopkins’ (Rep), fair $4,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Holding up for possible $6,000, after 
totaling strong $22,800 in previous 
brace. 





Moves for Good $8,500 


Providence, May 13. 

Grosses fairly good in general, 
with ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at Loew’s State 
stepping along at top of list. ‘Wag- 
ons Roll at Night’ at Majestic also 
in the higher brackets. Fay’s has 
reverted to duals for the 
and will probably bring vaude back 
in the fall. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) and ‘South 
Panama’ (Ind). Pulling good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Model Wife’ (U) and 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), okay $5,000. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- | 
50)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and 
‘Big Boss’ (Col) (2d run). Slated | 
for nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Great 
Lie’ (WB) and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) 
(2d run), also good $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35)— 
‘Two-Gun Sheriff’ (Rep) and 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). Making 
play for juve trade and looking for 
good $4,000. Last week, ‘Mutiny 
Arctic’ (U) and vaude, fairish $4,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 





eVrmsrecr 





‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB). Looks like swell 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Flame New Or- 


leans’ (U) and ‘Man 
(U), nifty $500. 

State (Loew) ‘ 28-3: 
(lai-G ! i ‘Missing 
Had one of biggest 
weekends in some time and slated 
for swell $16,000. Last week, ‘Hamil- | 
ton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Big Boss’ 
(Col), good $13,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
(Par) and ‘Under 
(Col). Fairish $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Power Dive’ (Par) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ (Col), so-so $5,000. 


K. C. Picks Up; ‘Serenade’ | 
OK $11,500, ‘Doe’ $8,700, 


Kansas City, May 13. 
Biz at theatres is improved over 
last week along with the upped 
calibre of pictures. Looks like a 
brace of leaders in ‘John Doe,’ at 


Lost Himself’ 


St 


— 














Midland. 

Spring rains have subsided, but 
show houses will get new opposition 
from Fairyland Park, which opens 
for season next week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
(20th). Solo 
in both houses with Wednesday 
Solid $8,000 combo. Last 


ster’ (U), light $4,200 and did not 
stay ful] week. 
Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 


house Mystery’ (Col). Cary Granf- 
Irene Dunne team the draw and 


‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G), nice $9,000. 3 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—John Doe’ (WB). Playing solo 
breaks long dual precedent here. 
Getting heavy play nights, but mats 
weak; $8,700 and will h.o. Last week, 
‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Argentina’ 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) (2d wk). 
A bit slow and quits this evening 
for ‘I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par). Mild $4,700. First week was 
better, $7,500. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Mr. District Attorney’ (Rep) and 
vaude bill headed by Dick Todd. 
Only fair $5,700. Last week, ‘You’re 
One’ (Par) and mild stage bill was 
better draw at $7,000, with the pic- 





ture responsible. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 15 
Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
14). 
(Reviewed in Variety May 7) 
Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(27th wk). 
Capito! —‘A Woman's 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety May 7) 
Criterion— ‘Lady from Louisi- 
ana’ (Rep). 
Globe — ‘Girl 
(20th) (3d wk), 
Music Hall—Devil and Miss 
Jones’ (RKO), 
(Reviewed in Variety April 9) 
Palace—'Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
(3d wk). 
Paramount— ‘Reaching for the 
Sun’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘Great Swindle’ 
(12). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Roxy—'Great American Broad- 
cast’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Strand—'Wagons Roll at Night’ 
(WB) (2d wk). ‘ 
Week of May 22 
Astor—‘Major Barbara’ 
(2d wk). 
Broadway—'Fantasia’ (Disney ) 
(28th wk). 
Capitol—‘A Woman's 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
Criterion—'Rookies on. Parade’ 
(Rep). 
(Reviewed in Variety April 30) 
Music Hail—Devil and Miss 
Jones’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Palace—‘Citizen Kane’ 
(4th wk). 
Paramount—'I Wanted Wings’ 
(Par) (21). 
(Reviewed in Variety March 26) 
Rialto—‘Big Boss’ (Col) (19). 
Rexy—'Blood and Sand’ (20th). 
Strand— Affectionately 
(WB) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variety May 7) 


(UA) 


Face’ 


in the News’ 


(Col) 


(UA) 


Face’ 


(RKO) 


Yours’ 








Circus Is Hub Exhibs’ 
Alibi; ‘Sun’ Coid 116, 
‘Cheyenne’ Fair $14,000 


Boston, May. 13. 
Ringling-Barnum-Bailey circus did 
practically capacity during five-day 
run at the Boston Garden, closing 
May 10, ana that’s the main alibi 
for the film house managers. 


‘Fantasia’ wound up a healthy 15- 
week run Saturday (10) at the Ma- 
jestic. ‘Citizen Kane’ takes over 
the house for a road showing be- 
ginning next Monday (19). 


Estimates for Th! Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55).— 
‘Scattergood’ (RKO) and ‘House 
Mystery’ (Mono), dual, with Ina Ray 
Hutton heading stage show, four 
days; and ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Queen 
Detective’ (Col) (both 2nd run), 
dual, three days. Shooting for okay 
$9,000, thanks to Hutton band. Last 
week ‘Roar Press’ (Mono) and ‘In- 
visible Ghost’ (Mono) with stage 
show topped by Hal LeRoy, four 
days, and ‘South Panama’ (Prod) 
and ‘Robbers of Range’ (RKO), dual, 
three days, $8,500. okay. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373: 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Knock- 
out’ (WB) (both 2d run). Will take 
medium $4,500. Last week ‘Wagons 
Roll’ (WB) and ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 


(Par), $5,000. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 


| 39-44-55) —‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and 


‘Model Wife’ (U). So-so $14,000 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), 
dual, $15,500. 


Majestic (Shubert) (1,014: 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 
Wound up 15-week run Sat. (10) 


with spiffy $12,300. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 


44-55)—Reaching Sun’ (Par) and 
‘Power Dive’ (Par). Very puny, 
maybe $11,000 at best. Last week 


‘Pot Gold’ (UA) and ‘Penalty’ (M- 
G), $14,000. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 


55)—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) (2d wk-5 
days). Still powerful and aiming 
at $12,000. Last week combo hiked 
it up to $18,700. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 
‘Knockout’ (WB) (both 2nd run). 
So-so $6,500 pace. Last week 


‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par), $7,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ (Par) (both continued 
run from Par and Fenway). Around 


$3,500, n.s.h. Last week ‘Night Rio’ | 


(20th) and ‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB) 
(both continued from Par and Fen- 
way), ditto. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G) (2d wk-5 days). aim- 
ing fa $9,000. Last week hefty 





| 


| Press’ 
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L. A. Heatwave Sloughs Frisco 





‘Wagons Roll’ Slow $10,500, But Local Unit Ups 


‘Leisure’ to $15,500 





‘Doe,’ $24,000, Socko 


In H.O.-Ridden B’klyn 


Brooklyn, May 13. 

Business in downtown Brooklyn 
ranges from good to strong in at 
least three of the houses. Leader is 
the ‘John Doe’ dual at the Para- 
mount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50) — 
‘Met in Argentina’ (RKO) and ‘Cow- 
boy and Blondie’ (20th). Dullish 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Lady Cheyenne’ 
(U) and ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO), mild) 
$15,000. 


San Francisco, May 13. 

A Los Angeles heat wave snuck 
up this far north, keeping the gross 
graph on the downward slant. Boys 
are all crying the blues, with pos- 
sible exception of George Bole at 
the Golden Gate, who surprised 
himself by tossing together a stage 
review which is pullin way above 


| expectations. 


Downtown Tivoli lighted tempo- 
rarily for a short run of ‘Blitzkrieg 
in the West’ (UFA) and the last-run 
Embassy took a fling at stage shows 
with a 33c top two day: a week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50) — | ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Comes Happi- 


‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) and ‘Zanzibar’ | 
(Par) (3d wk). Good $14,000. Last 
week, bright $18,000. 

Met (Loew’s (3,618; 25-35-50) — 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) and ‘Free 
Easy’ (M-G) (2d wk). Nice.$16,000. 
Last week, strong $20,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘John Doe’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB). Booming $24,000. 
Last week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and 


‘District Aitorney’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
good $16,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40) — 
‘Great Train Robbery’ (Rep) and 
‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G). So-so 
$4,000. Last. week, ‘Federal Fugi- 
tives’ (Prod) and ‘Shadows Stairs’ 


(WB), quiet $4,000. 


BETTE ON DUAL NIFTY 
$9,500 IN HOT DENVER 


Denver, May 13. 

Weather is warming up and put- 

ting crimp in theatre biz. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ 
(U), after week ct Denver. Good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), 
after week at Denver, good $5,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Foot- 
light Fever’ (RKO), second week 
after two weeks at the Orpheum. 
Fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Men Boys 
Town’ (M-G) and ‘Footlight Fever,’ 
nice $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Wanted Wings’ (Par) (2d wk). 








Good $6,500. Last week, plenty 
strong $12,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 


‘Greet Lie’ (WB) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ 
(20th). Bette Davis starrer getting 
nice $9,500. Last week, ‘Lady Chey- 
enne’ (U) and ‘Black Cat’ (U), nice 
$9,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G), strong $13,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) (2d wk) and 
‘District Attorney’ (Rep). Good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Sis Hopkins’ 
(Rep) and ‘Model Wife’ (U), good 
$6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) 
Wolf’ (WB), after 
Denver and Ajiaddin, and ‘Roar 
(Mono). Good $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Night in Rio’ (20th), after a 
week at each Denver and Aladdin, 
and ‘Great Swindle’ (Col), ditto. 


‘Wings,’ ‘Hamilton’ Each 
$7,000 in Memphis Duel 


Memphis, May 13. 
‘I Wanted Wings’ and ‘That Ham- 


(878; 25-40)—‘Sea 
week et each the 








ilton Woman’ are waging a first- 
money duel on Main street this 
i week. Rest of biz also above ex- | 


pectations. 
Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,300; 10-33-44)— 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). Crix didn’t 
think much of this one. Fairish 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Wagons Roll’ 
(WB), $3,200, so-so. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Leigh- 


Olivier lure good here; mebbe $7,000. 
Last week, ‘People Kildare’ (M-G), 
four days; ‘Let’s Make Music’ 
(RKO), two days, $2,000, poor. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44)—“Wanted Wings’ (Par). Air 
defense stuff gets ’em all for likely 
$7,000. 
leans’ (U), six days, $3,100, off. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk-4 days) 
and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), three days. 
Pulling ahead of probabilities for 


Last week, ‘Flame New Or- | 


$3,000. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld,’ $8,000, | 


wham. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 
33)—‘First Beau’ (20th) and ‘Smith’ 
(RKO), split. Encouraging $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Lady Eve’ (Par) 
run), three days; ‘Night Train’ 
(20th) (2d run), two days, and 
‘Adam’ (Col) (2d run), two days, 
$1,400, ng. 


10-22- 


(2d | 


ness’ (WB) (2d wk). Tough going 
here, with $8,500 giving house as 
poor a sesh as it has had in years. 
“Last week, fair $15,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-1.10- 
1.65 )}—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (10th wk). 
‘Leaving soon’ notices keeping this 
up to about $8,000. Last (9th) week 
same. ‘Citizen Kane’ set to follow. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Repent at Leisure’ (RKO) and 
‘Revue Internationale’ on stage. 
Locally-built stage unit drawing 
critical raves and the weak picture 
is being lifted to an unexpected $15,- 
500. Last week, ‘Met Argentina’ 
(RKO) and Major Bowes unit, nifty 
$13,500. 

Orpheum (Biumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Penny Serenade’ (U) and 


|‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col) (3d wk). 


Holding up well for around $7,300 
on third lap, nice. Last week satis- 
factory $9,400. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—‘American Broadcast’ (20th) 
and ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB). Expect 


$13,000, but this may be optimistic. 
Radio plugging may help. 
(4th) week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) and 
‘District Attorney’ (Rep), okay 
$4,000 on abbreviated final stanza. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50) — ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and 
‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB) (moveover). 
Average $5,000 at best after two 
weeks at Warfield. Last week’s re- 
turn run of ‘John Doe’ (WB), at pop 
prices, nice $7,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (5th wk). 
This one still ‘healthy here at $7,000. 
Will stay sixth frame. Last (4th) 
week, satisfactory $7,300. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 
—Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Penalty’ 
(M-G). Weakie bill will be -lucky 
to pick up $10,500, same as second- 
final week of ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) 
and ‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB). 


PAR’S SHORTS 


6 More With ‘Quiz Kids’—Diito 
Number With Hedda Hopper 











Paramount has lifted its option on 
the ‘Quiz Kids’ and will release six 
more shorts next season. ‘Kids’ 
were originally inked for one trial 
briefie, which was made during the 
Christmas vacation period. Second 
one has since been issued from the 
excess footage at the initial filming. 
Shooting for the new series will take 
place in New York in late summer 
in a single session of several weeks. 

Par will also release a half-dozen 
one-reelers featuring Hedda Hop- 
per, in which the radio-gossiper will 
intro a variety of Hollywood names. 
Briefies will be made independently 
by Herb Moulton for Par distribu- 
tion. First one has been completed 
and includes Kay Kyser, William S. 
Hart, Judy Garland, Mickey Rooney, 
Fred MacMurray, Freddie Bartholo- 
mew and others. 





730 Educational Shorts’ 
Sale Is Being Contested 


Sale of the 16 mm. and sub-stand- 
ard non-theatrical rights to some 
730 one and two-reel shorts made by 
Educational Film Corp. of America, 
and now the property of Grand Na- 
tional Pictures, was put over to May 
23 following the rejection by a cred- 
itors committee of a bid of $10,000 
against 50% of the gross receipts for 
the property by Irving Levine, an 
attorney. The bidding was before 
referee Peter B. Olney, Jr., in N. Y. 
federal court, and was held Friday 
(9). 

Before the day ended, Edgar Wil- 
son, an Englishman, offered a bid of 
$16,500 for the property, and on May 
23 the bidding will resume from that 
point. 

The rejection of the previous of- 
fers was based on two appraisals 
which declared the property to be 
worth between $30,000-$37,000. The 
films’ 35 mm. rights have previously 
been sold. to Mohawk Film Corp., 
and it is understood that Levine }s 
acting as attorney for Mohowk. 


Last . 
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PICTURE GROSSES 11 





‘Kane’ $7,000, 6-Day Brodie in 1 Chi 


Spot, N. G. $8,000 


Nice 356, ‘Fantasia’s’ 12th Big 136 





in 2d; ‘Lie’-Vaude 





Chicago, May 13. 

Trade generally in the loop has 
been on the soft side for some time. 
Currently, however, there is a better 
undertone. 
. One exception is ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
which brodied sharply over the 
weekend and was yanked from RKO 
Palace last night (Monday) after 
less than a week, with the gross 
around $7,000. Pic will stay twice 
daily in the Woods, in which first 
week gross will be under $8,000. Ad- 
vance sale was disappointing -~and 
flicker started slowly, despite ex- 
cellent notices. 


After having announced closing | 
date ‘Fantasia’ holds over in the 
Apollo and is selling out. Now 
scheduled to close May 18, but may 
continue longer. 

‘Dictator,’ on its third loop run, is 
showing its best strength thus far. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 40-50-60- 
75-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(12th-final wk). Holds now until 
Sunday (18). Going to dynamite 
$13,000 currently, after socking home 
to brilliant $12,500 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — | 
‘Great Lie’ (WB) and stage show. | 
Picture got plenty of advertising 
space, and is bringing in the 
femmes for nice $35,000. Last week | 
‘Night Rio’ (20th) plus Wayne King | 
band, sagged toward finish, but man- | 
aged $31,800, oke. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Nigit Rio’ (20th). Moveover not 
going anywhere at poor $3,500. Last 
week ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB), poor $3,300. 





| 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Wee WORE on ov vacces $1,516,600 
(Based on 26 cities, 182 thea- 


tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
BOG WOOP... cicecccs $1,311,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 171 theatres) 





+. 


Indpls. Exhibs Plenty Blue 
But Jurgens Orch Helps 
‘Rookies’ to OK $11,000 


Indianapolis, May 13. 
Voices of downtown theatre man- 














|agers mix with the chorus of nabe 


operators here to chant, ‘What’s the 
matter with business?’ Not a stand- 
out in town, 

Strength of Dick Jurgens orch is 
helping Lyric to a profit. 
tention was garnered by Bill MclIi- 
wain of the Lyric for the appear- 
ance of Jurgens by booking the 
maestro into every music house in 
town selling his records, special in- 
terviews and several radio appear- 


Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Reaching Sun’ (Par) and ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ (Par). Poor $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Flame Orleans’ (U) an 


Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— | ‘Model Wife’ (U), poor $3,500. 


‘Cheers Miss Bishop’ (UA) and | 
‘Waikiki Nights’ unit on stage. Last 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)— ‘American Broadcast’ (20th). 


week for vaude in this house. House, | Poor $6,000 for eight days. Last 
steadily in the red, to try duals | week, ‘Lady Cheyenne (U) and 
starting Friday (16). Dismal money | ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO), jerked 
in the offing currently at $12,000. | after six days with very poor $3,100. 
Last week ‘Invisible Ghost’ (Mono),| Loew's (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
Teletone Newsreel of ‘33rd Army | — Penny Serenade’ (Col) and 
Division in Camp’ and vaude got | Queen’s Penthouse’ (Col). Average 
fair $15,800. $8,500. Last week, , Ziegfeld Girl’ 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; .75-$1.10- | {M:G) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), okay 


$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKO). Two matinee 


shows unreserved and a single night | 


reserved-seat show. Very poor and 
yanked last night (Monday) after 
just about $7,000 in less than week. 


Last week ‘Cheyenne’ (U) and 
‘Model Wife’ (U), snagged oke 
$9,500. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). Now 
at pop ayes and taking good $9,500 
currently after building last week to 
better-than-indicated $15,800. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘District Attorney’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Willie Shore and Dave Apollon 
heading unit. So-so money in the 
offing at $14,000. Last week ‘You're 
One’ (Par) and ‘Maid in America’ 
unit n.g. $13,800. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Hamilton Woman 
(UA) (2d wk). Holding up well, 
going to $11,000 after bringing in 
healthy $14,500 last week. 

Wood (Essaness) (1,200; $1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Kane’ (RKQ). Day and date 
with Palace, but on a_ two-a-day 
7, N.s.g. $8,000 for first stanza. 

ontinuing here despite ‘Kane's’ 
yanking from Palace. 


NOTHING HOT IN DET.; 
‘NIGHT’ DULL $13,000 


Detroit, May 13. 

Cold weather here and a chill on 
the boxoffices. 

Despite the biz skid, holdovers 
continue plentiful, 
skinny cow to death. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 
55)—‘Penny Serenade’ 
Black Cat’ (U). Former moved 
over from Fox _and given a new 
partner. Fair $6,000. Last week, 
Night Rio’ (20th) and ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO), oke $6,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Cheyenne’ (U) and 
Wife’ (U). Won't be too far off 
Pace with $14,000. Last week, 
Penny Serenade’ (Col) and ‘Ride 
Vaquero’ (20th), fair $15,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—‘So Ends Night’ (UA) and 
Footsteps’ (WB). Evidence of dull 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) 
and ‘Vegas Nights’ (Par), unen- 
thusiastic $14,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) 








30-40- 


and ‘Vegas Nights’ (Par). Bill 
moved intact from Michigan still 
800d for oke $8,000. Last week, 


‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Guy, Girl’ 
‘RKO), combination hold-overs from 
other houses, ditto. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55)—‘Men Boys Town’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) (2d 
wk.). Nice $8,000 in sight, follow- 
ing big $12,000 last week. 


like milking a | 


(Col) and | 


‘Model | 


$9,200. 
Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50) — 
‘Rookies Parade’ (Rep) and Dick 
| Jurgens orch. Okay $11,000. Last 
week, ‘District Attorney’ (Rep) and 
| Eddy Duchin orch, good $12,600. 





t= Opposish Getting 


| Tougher; ‘Zieggy’ Fair 9 


Omaha, May 13. 

Show biz’s headache is increasing 
over local opposition by ice shows, 
the ‘Water Follies, Boy Scout 
circuses, Shrine show and now a 
sudden development of roller skating 
fever plus the coming Ak-Sar-Ben 
30 days of racing. 

Roller rinks are beginning to pop 
up in spots and getting a big play 
from juves. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Land 
Liberty’ (M-G). Only fair $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U), $7,000, poor. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th). 
Last week, ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
and Ray Noble’s band on stage with 
vaude, good $15,000 at 10-45-55. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO). Light $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) (2d wk), 
fair $3,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-35)— 





|retary’ (M-G), split with 


Fair $900. Last week, ‘Western 
Union’ (20th) and ‘Thief Bagdad’ 
(UA), split with ‘Monte Cristo’ (UA), 
‘Keeping Company’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Red Hair’ (WB), fair $1,000. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Phantom Cowboy’ (Rep), ‘West- 
ern Union’ (20th) and ‘Bank Dick’ 
(U), split triple with ‘Texas Stage- 
coach’ (Col), ‘Bachelor Mother’ 

| (RKO) and ‘You’re One’ (Par), and 
‘Thief Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ (WB). Light $800. Last week, 
‘Old Cheyenne’ (Rep), ‘Romance Rio 
Grande’ (20th) and ‘Nobody’s Sweet- 
heart’ (U), triple split with ‘North 
Lone Star’ (Col), ‘Castles’ (RKO) 
and ‘Robbers Range’ (RKO), and 
‘Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par), fair $900. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (960; 600; 300; 25)—‘Hardy 
Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Buck Privates’ 
(U), split with ‘Dark Streets Cairo 
(U), ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) and 
‘High Sierra’ (WB). Fair $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Bagdad’ (UA) and ‘Western 
Union’ (20th), split with ‘Keep Com- 
pany’ (M-G) ‘Frisco Docks’ (U) and 
‘Lady Red Hair’ (WB), good $1,200. 


Extra at-| 


Rather slim $9,000. | 


‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Hardy Sec- | 
‘Dark | 
Streets Cairo’ (U), ‘Blonde Inspira- | 
tion’ (M-G) and ‘High Sierra’ (WB). | 


‘Woman’s Face’. Bright 
$3,500 in Dull Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., May 13. 
‘A Woman’s Face’ and ‘That Ham- 
ilton Woman’ top the picture parade 
here this week. They are about the 
| only ones catching any coin, how- 
ever. 





Exhibs are at a loss for an alibi 
for the way clients are staying away 
in throngs. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Devil’s Island’ (WB) 
nd ‘Billy Kid’ (PRC), split with 
‘No Place to Go’ (WB) and ‘Tumble- 
down Ranch’ (Mono). So-so $800. 
Last week ‘Ride, Tenderfoot’ (Rep) 
and ‘Killed Aunt Maggie’ (Rep), 
split with ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB) 
and ‘Pals Pecos’ (Rep). Fair $900. 
Lincoln (J.H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
16-25-40)—‘Woman’s Face’ (M-G). 
Got bad break opening Saturday 
(10), missing the college crowd’s 
Friday night out, but should hit 
good $3,500. Last week ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ (M-G), terrific $4,200. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-20-25)—‘Double Date’ (U) 
and ‘Penalty’ (M-G). Solid $1,700. 
Last week ‘Life Henry’ (Par) and 





‘Streeet Memories’ (20th), fine 
| $1,800. 

| Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
| 10-25-40)—‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), 


Should make comfortable $2,200. 
| Last week ‘Lady Cheyenne’ (U), 
' collapsed miserably to close after six 

days and weak $1,800. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 

10-25-40 )—‘Hamilton »Woman’ (UA). 
Extensive exploitation plus femmes 
will run biz up to $3,500, very good. 
Last week ‘Topper Returns’ (UA), 
got $3,000, not bad. 


LYMAN-‘KILDARE’ MILD 
$11,000 IN N.G. CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May 13. 
Exhibs are holding consolation 
| parties over bars and trying to out- 
| do each other in inventing new off- 
' biz alibis. Nobody’s escaping a ride 
| on the toboggan slide. 
| ‘Meet John Doe’ has the edge on 
others as result of raving critics. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 











, ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Nice for a shiftover, $3,000. Last! 
{week ‘Great Lie’ (WB) (3d wk.), 
fair $2,100. 


Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435; 50-75- 


| $1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (9th | 


iwk.). Trying to milk with another 
extension of time, but ninth week 
dropping off to about $5,000. Got 
good $7,000 last week. 

| Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
| 55)—‘John Doe’ (WB). Gary Cooper 
is the whole power here and potent 
enough to get okay $10,000. 
| week ‘Penny Serenade’ (Col), ditto. 

| Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘People Kildare’ (M-G), plus 
| Abe Lyman’s band and vaude. Com- 





| bo working hard to get mild $11,Q00. | 
|Last week ‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and 


| ‘Gay New Orleans’ unit dropped to 
' $13,300, not enough for costly stage 


show. | 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). ~Spanked 


| by reviewers; likely to be season’s | 


‘low at around $8,500. Last week 
| ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), fair $10,- 
; 500. 

| §tillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
155) — ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). 
| Stronger on moveover, $4,000. Last 
week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 
i; smart $5,900. 


| 


‘Buf Better; ‘Bishop’ Plus 
| H. Heidt Swell $19,000 


Buffalo, May 13. 

Turnstile activity has steadied for 
the current inning after a surprising 
| knockdown stanza which battered 
| several b.o.’s last week. 

Horace Heidt and ‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop,’ at the Buffalo, are headed 
| for a fine payoff. Ditto ‘That Hamil- 
ton Woman’ at the Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) and Horace Heidt 
orch. Rolling along for probably 
swell $19,000. Last week ‘American 
Broadcast’ (20th) and ‘Cowboy 
Blonde’ (20th), dismal $7,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Hamilton Woman’ (UA) = and 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) (8 
days). Looks virile, over $11,000. 
Last week ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) 
and ‘Strange Alibi’ (WB) (6 days), 
disappointing $8,000. ; 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Zieg- 
feld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Strange Alibi’ 
(WB) (2d run). Picking up some- 
what for probably nice $6,000. Last 
week ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and Bowes 
unit on stage, n.g. $8,,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (2d wk.) 
and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col). Should 
see nice $7,000. Last week ‘Ser- 
enade’ with ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col), 
potent $11,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
55)—'Sis Hopkins’ (Rep) and ‘Stars 
Over Hollywood Revue’ on_ stage. 
Brisk pace will probably hit $11,000. 
Last week ‘Melody Three’ (RKO) 
and ‘International Casino Revue’ on 
stage, under $10,000, fair. 








Last | 


Heat Scorches L.A: ‘Kane, N.G. $16,500 


In 2 Spots, Quits One House; Latins 





- Boost Miranda, 196, ‘Feeling’ Dull 136 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

; This Week............ $270,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 

Totai Gross Same Week 








(Based on 12 theatres) 





| 





‘No Pitt Alibis; King Orch 
Pushing ‘Wagons’ to Big 





Pittsburgh, May 13. 

No alibis needed this week. Biz 
generally running ahead of recent 
takes and also several points better 
than same time last year. Weather 
cooling off a bit, which is a break, 
and money seems to be much freer. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th) (2d wk). On 
h.o., musical is averaging around 
| $3, , or perhaps bit better. ee 
nally management had hoped for 
three weeks at least but biz doesn’t 
warrant that and ‘Flame New 
Orleans’ (U) comes in tomorrow 
(14). Last week, around $5,300. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA). Al- 
though picture didn’t rate many stars 
from crix, most of notices pointing 
|out that it was beautiful but dull, 
| marquee names of Leigh and 
| Olivier apparently enough. While 
|not exceptional, $14,000 will be 
pretty good. Last week, ‘John Doe’ 
(WB), good $14,700. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Zieg- 
feld Girl’ (M-G) (3d wk). Moved 
|here after successive stanzas at 
Warner and Penn. Heading for 
$3,200 or better. Last week, ‘Zanzi- 
bar’ (Par), also in third week, about 
$2,700. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). Judy Canova 
starrer won't better $2,000, if that. 
Last week, ‘Model Wife’ (U), three 
| days, and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col)-~‘Big 
Boss’ (Col), four days, pretty awful 
$1,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and Wayne 
King’s band. Picture may be help- 
ing some but chief credit for great 
$24,000 goes to King. Last week, 
Horace Heidt and ‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop’ (UA), around $22,000, good. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Shifted here from 
Penn and packing a better wallop, 
comparatively, than it did at previ- 
ous site. Present pace geared for 
$8,000, which means a third week at 
Ritz. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
| (M-G), also on move from Penn, 
| alright $7,300. 











' 
| 


‘Feeling’ Poor $5,500 As 


| Cincy Biz Keeps Skidding 


Cincinnati, May 13. 

Fanciful lure of ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ at 
the Albee is bracing b.o. aggregate 
of ace stands to a seasonal level, de- 
| spite biz droop by a couple of shades 
| for second straight week. B.O. de- 
tracters over the weekend were the 
return of the Reds for a long home 
stay and Saturday and unday 
(10-11) showing of the Cole Bros. 
Circus on the Cumminsville lot; first 
big top to spread here this season. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G). Glorious 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Penny Serenade’ 
(Col), good $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par), 





second week of moveover, okay 
$4,000. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 


‘Penthouse Mystery’ (Col) and ‘Bor- 
der Vigilantes’ (Par), split 


of Press’ (Mono), 
Last week, ‘Double Date’ (U) and 
‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th), divided with 
‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Hor- 
ror Island’ (U), strong $2,100. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk.). Holding 
for second week of moveover run. 
Pleasing $4,500. Last week, very 
good $7,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Magic in Music’ (Par). Terribly off 


——— 


$24,000, ‘Hamilton,’ 146 


‘Federal Fugitives’ (PRC) and ‘Roar | 
Seasonal $1,900. | 





Los Angeles, May 13. 
Terrific heat wave which hit town 
last midweek, struck the first-runs 
| heavily and most of the theatres suf- 
fered in consequence. Grosses are 
away off in numerous instances and 


there are only one or two bright 
spots. 


El Capitan, for many years ace 

Hollywood legit house, went over to 
pictures last week with preem there 
of ‘Citizen Kane’ and day-date run 
starting (9) with the RKO Hillstreet. 
Biz at both spots poor and film is 
being yanked from Hillstreet after 
| one week. Carmen Miranda is top- 
ping stage show at the Paramount 
and will garner good week. Loew’s 
State and Chinese are in the dumps 
currently. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) 1,516; 83c- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(15th wk). Holding comparatively 
strong despite the heat, and current 
stanza looks like around $6,800 after 
14th week garnered neat $7,200. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Uncertain Feeling’ 
(UA) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th). 
Just a washout as witness brutal 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl 
(M-G) and ‘Dead Men Teil’ (20th), 
neat $12,600. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Wagons Roll’ (WB) and ‘Sis Hop- 
kins’ (Rep). Not much to brag 
about with around $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Great Lie’ (WB) and ‘Black 
Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk), held strong 
for nearly $7,000. 


El Capitan (RKO) (1,571; 83c- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO), 
Opened to around $2,700 at ad- 
vanced-priced preem (8) and then 
opened following day on two-a-da 
run, day-dating with the RK 
(downtown). First stanza will hit 
only $10,000, disappointing. Opus is 
first picture ever to play the Holly- 
wood bivd. legiter. 

Four-Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30- 
44-55)—‘Major Barbara’ (UA), 
Despite a near sellout for British 
war charity, regular performances 
starting (7) not panning out so well 
and best in sight for premiere week 
in slim $3,600. Last week, ‘Hamil- 
ton Woman’ (five-day, seventh wk.), 
okay $1,600. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55)— 
‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) and ‘Hor- 
ror Island’ (U) (3rd wk.). All- 
spook show will likely garner ane 
other $1,500 after hitting $3,400 on 
second stanza. 


Hollywood (WB) 2,756; 30-44-55)— 


‘Wagons’ Roll’ (WB) and ‘Sig 
Hopkins’ (Rep). Getting fair $8,500 
here. Last week, “The Lie’ (WB) 


and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2nd wk.), 
Okay $5,700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)—~ 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col) (3rd wk.) 
and ‘Little Men’ (RKO). House 
holding ‘Serenade’ for third week 
after day-dating on the opus for past 
two weeks with the RKO theatre. 
Headed for possible $6,000. Last 


week, ‘Serenade’ (2nd wk.) oe 
‘Boston Blackie’ (Col), very goo 
$8,100. 


Paramount (Par) (3,585; 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Model Wife’ (U) and Carmen 
Miranda heading stage show. Lati 
lassie gets bulk of credit for $19,0 
draw, which will get house out okay, 
Last week, ‘Zanzibar’ (Par) (3r 
wk.) and ‘Man Lost Himself’ ( 
with stage show, fair $12,900. 

RKO (RKO) = (2,872; 83c-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Citizen Kane’ (RKO). House 
went road-show for first time but 
big n.g. and film being yanked after 
one week. Take will be only $6,500, 


|Last week, ‘Serenade’ (Col) and 
| ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col), very good 
| $7,900. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
55-75)—Uncertain Feeling’ (UA) 
and ‘Ride Vanquero’ (20th). Dipping 
deeply in the red and $7,500 best i 
sight. Last week, ‘Ziegfeld Girl 
(M-G) and ‘Dead Men’ (20th), lucra- 
tive $16,200. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100 
30-44-55 )—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G an 
‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th). Fairl 
strong on moveover for okay $4,30 
Last week, ‘Night Rio’ (20th) (2n 
wk.) and ‘Topper’ (UA), okay $3,100, 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—‘Ziegfeld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Dead 
| Men Tell’ (20th). Pulling okay at 
| this Wilshire blvd. moveover and 
looks like around $6,500. Last week 
‘Rio’ (20th) (2nd wk.) and ‘Topper’ 
(UA), satisfactory $5,500. 











key at $2,500. Last week, ‘Great Lie’ | 


(WB) (2d run), fair $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Zanzibar’ (Par). Second moveover 
for fourth week. Good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Miss Jones’ (RKO), second 
switch and third week, poor $2,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). Way 


'down under at $5,500. Ditto last 
| week for ‘Pot Gold’ (UA). 

| Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) and 
‘Latin Quarter’ revue. Poor $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
| Bob Crosby’s band, plus Cass Daley 
and other acts, nice $11,500. 
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Mappiness hit that dazzled Broadway, 
on a screen aglow with the best- 


lof all JEROME KERN music! 
;, 


that steals your heart away... 
Tuned... 4 


oom to make you dream all d A 
Ly n | e lam 7... and dancing to alia you . 


Super entertainment, with the screen’s “Irene” girl in 


a whirl of Mardi Gras gaiety . . . with the world’s top 
dancing star at his best, and with a howling appearance 
of the incomparable Hartmans. THE OUTSTAND-: 


ING SPECIAL ATTRACTION FOR THEATRES 
- EVERY WHERE! 





















with 


AY BOLGER- JOHN CARROLL 


HELEN WESTLEY and THE HARTMANS 
Produced and Dinected by 


HERBERT WILCOX 
« 


Screen Play by Sig Herzig + From the Musical 
3 Ss Comedy — “Sunny” * Book and Lyrics by Otto 
ee ee eee : Harbach and Oscar Hammerstein I 
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U.S. Pix in British 


Negotiations 


To Carry Over Unfulfilled Quota 
Credits of 1940-41 to This Year 








American distributors are ne 
gotiating with the British Board of 
Trade in London to have quota film 
credits, due in the period ended last 
March 31, carried over into the new 
quota year. The reason is_ that 
nearly every U.S. film company is 
behind on their quota films in the 
year just concluded and see no pros- | 
pect of catching up in the coming’ 
12-month period. Thus far no de- | 
cision has been reached. 


It is unlikely that any fines will | 
be handed to American distributors | 
for failing to comply with the quota) 
law regulations, for no reason that! 
they could help, since exhibitors in | 


England likewise are considerably in 





arrears on compliance with their 
quota. 
Dearth of technicians, British 


quota law requiring that only local 
labor be employed, and the small 
number of name players available 
even from British actor ranks, has 
crippled all production efforts of 
U.S. film companies in England. So 
many of these workers are on active 
military duty that only a few pro-| 
ductions can be turned out, and then 
on a slow schedule. 


Extremely few triple quota credit | 
features have been made by Ameri-| 
can companies because of the in-| 
ability to obtain U.S. film stars and 
British supporting players. Another | 
factor in the failure to make these | 
more expensive pictures, suited for 
world distribution, is that not many 
American producers want to risk 
such a large investment under pres- 
ent Nazi bombings. 








Powers Not Going to 
Aussie Now That Hake 
Is Due In From Sydney 





William Powers, chief buyer for 
National Theatres, is not going to 
make any trip to Australia in the 
near future, despite proposal that an 
executive of this theatre company 
do so. Likely that no such Anzac 


vv 


Eckman Picks Hancock 


London, April 22. 
Sam Eckman, Jr., M-G boss here, 





has announced appointment of 
Edward Hancock to assistant sales 
manager. 


Hancock has been with M-G for 
seven years, first in the exchange at 
Newcastle and latterly as branch 
supervisor. Step follows recent swap 
of Fred Hutchinson, who went to 
Paramount as general sales chief. 








In London Studios 


London, April 22. 

Warner's ‘There's No Escape’ has 
gotten underway at Teddington. 
Feature went to John Harlow as di- 
lrector. He handled ‘Spellbound’ 
here for UA. In addition to stars 
Ann Dvorak and Griffith Jones, sup- 
porting roster includes Robert Mor- 
ley, Mary Maguire, Jeanne de Ca- 
salis, Harold Huth, Vera Bogetti and 
Harry Welchman. 














Marcel Hellman’s new indie pro- 


from Excelsior to Tansa Films. Os- 
car Deutsch, Charles M. Woolf and 
J. Arthur Rank are behind the set- 
up. Harold French is directing 
‘Jeannie’ for Hellman, Harold Box- 
all recently assigned as production 
chief. 








WB, HOYTS IN 
AUSTRALIAN 
BREAK 


Warners’ contract with Hoyts cir- 
cuit in Australia is being cancelled 
by mutual agreement with the de- 
livery of final 1940-41 product this 
fall, it was lzarned in New York yes- 
terday (Tuesday). Pact had sev- 
eral years to run, but it’s reported 
that Warners has been seeking to 
cancel for a number of months. 

While Hoyts’ executives are hope- 
ful of securing a new contract with 
Warners under new terms, Greater 
Union Theatres admittedly has been 
striving to make some sort of WB 
deal. GU already has Paramount, 
Universal, Columbia, part of Metro’s 
lineup, Republic and Monogram. 








G-B May Break Away 
Sydney, April 25. 
Gaumont-British, presently on dis- 
tribution by 20th-Fox, mey break 
away from this unit and join a Brit- 
ish producing organization in order 
to form a separate setup for the 
stronger plugging of the. British 





trip will be made by either a 20th- 


Fox official or exec from National | 
Theatres now that C. V. Hake, 20th | all 


manager in Australia, 
VU. S. this month. 

Hake is due on the Coast from 
Sydney May 18, and is expected in 
N. Y., for home office huddles the 
same week. Expected that he will 
furnish a first-hand summary of re- 
cent developments both with the 
picture company and National The- 
atres as to their relations with 
Hoyt’s circuit of Australia. 

Dan Michalove, vice-president of 
National, is considered the likely 
candidate for the Anzac trip if any 
such visit is deemed necessary after 
Hake outlines recent developments, 
which have included numerous fa- 
vorable product deals contracted by 
Greater Union Theatres, rival chain 
to Hoyts. 


Mex. City H.0.s Okay 


Havana, May 6. 

Last week found repeats and Latin 

flicks rising to the fore. 
Estimates 

America—‘Pot 0’ Gold’ (UA), $2,- 
400, okay. 

Radio-Cine—‘Heaven Too’ (U), $2,- 
050, strong. 

Fausto—‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKQ), $2,- 
100, fine. 

Encanto—‘Chad Hanna’ (20th), $1,- 
600, n.s.h. 

Payret—‘Rancho Alegre’ and ‘Ca- 
balgato Honor,’ two Mex flicks, $2,- 
200 very ok. 








TRADITION MAINTAINED 


is coming to | tract with 20th, figuring that British 


product in this territory. 


Understanding is that GB is not at 
satisfied with the present con- 


pix should be given e« bigger release 
| outlet than presently, indicating that 
| unless better terms are offered in the 
| future, a break will definitely occur 
| when current contract expires some 
few months hence. 


British National’s ‘The Common 
Touch’ will go into work May 21, 
with Geoffrey Hibberd and Greta 
Gynt starred. John Baxter will pro- 
duce and direct. Company’s ‘Penn 
of Pennsylvania’ held up by weather, 
but clear days should see feature 
canned within a week or s0. 





Michael Powell’s ‘49th Parallel’ 
just about finished at Elstree. 


BRIT. GOVT AT 
PEACE WITH 
REELERS 


London, April 22. 

Recent flare-up between .Ministry 
of Information and the newsreel or- 
ganizations here appears to have 
been settled via no more than a 
courtesy exchange of visits. Just 
what was said on either side is some- 
thing that rests with the parties 
concerned. No one talks about this 
kind of thing any more. 

Newsreelers were peeved at brush- 
off being handed them in coverage 
of political and military events of 
import, with MOI’s own camera 
unit grabbing off all the footage, by 
Government consent, and parceling 
out. Exhibs lined up with the news- 
men, althovgh retiring from the ac- 
tual deputation which went along to 
protest. 

Some mystery surrounds the rea- 
son for their bow-out, particularly 
after refusing to play the MOI 








the Navy’s Norwegian Lofoten raid. 
There’s recently been a further 
sortie by the Navy to Norway’s 
waters, but no details are yet avail- 
able as to whether there was any 
change in method of covering the 
event in celluloid. 








Britain's Gas-Mask Drive 





Enlists Aid of Film Thea 


London, April 22. 
Bearing down on the entertain- 


|ment industry to get its message 
lacross, government now ‘invites’ 
cinemas to cooperate in current 





drive to have citizenry carry their 
| Sas masks. BBC is already under- 
| way with a series of spot announce- 
ments, something unprecedented for 
| local radio. 

With war outbreak, admission was 
| denied to filmgoers not having their 
| masks along with them, then the 
| slack months and scare pass saw the 
command dropped. Cinemas had to 
hire special cleaners to collect the 
nosebags left under the seats by for- 
getful patrons, They numbered hun- 
dreds. 

Attitude of cinema-owners to ‘re- 
quest’ from government is_ that 
singling out the film trade is a one- 
sided view—no other business is 
called upon to turn patrons away if 





London, April 22. 


A casualty in the first September | 


air raids, the Metropolitan theatre, 
vaude house in central London,: is 
due to reopen week of May 5 to its 
age-long policy. 

Carroll Levis will take one of his 
adio units into the Metropolitan for 


they’re sans their masks. Cinema- 
tograph Exhibitors Assn. has indi- 
cated it'll work with the government 
if it’s a matter of urgency, but wants 
the ban spread to include transport 
and shopping. If it’s not given this 
prominence, sudden ban on attend- 
ance will drop plenty coin at the 





e opener, 


boxoffice. 


tres to Compel Patrons to 


Wear Nosebags 





(Texas Border Town 
Gets Film Production 


Mexico City, May 13. 

Monterey, the eastern Texas bor- 
der industrial center, is soon to have 
| picture production, for Alonso San- 
| chez Tello, the pioneer producer who 
quit this sector as e bad proposition 
because cf repeated labor difficulties, 
is readying to make 12 films this year 
in the border city. The first of this 
series is to start late in May. 

Chano Urueta, ace director, is as- 


sociated with Sancnez Tello in this 
enterprise. He is to meg all the pic- 
tures. Just how the Senchez Tello- 
Urueta combine can get around the 
ire of the picture workers’ unions, 
with which they are on not the best 
of terms, is one of the leading cur- 
rent speculations of the industry. It 
is expected that this new company 








market ite products In Mexico, but 
look to the Latin sectors of the U. S. 
and Spanish-speaking countries as an 
outlet. 





duction company switched its label | 


short which centered the outburst, | 


will not, for the present, attempt to | 





Mex Censors Named 


Mexico City, May 13. 

Picture censoring exnd supervising 
in Mexico, recently federalized and 
placed under the exciusive jurisdic- 
tion of the Ministry of the Interior, 
is being performed by these five men 
and a woman: 

Gregorio Castillo, chief; Adolfo 
| Fernandez Bustamante, technical ad- 
visor; A. Ortiz Mugica, Manuel del 
Campo, Mario Alvarez end Senorita 
| Elvira Vargas. 











BRITAIN WOULD 


DEPLETE PIX 
VIA DRAFT 


London, May 13. 








| to add up to the fact that practically 
'every branch of film production is 
liable for a service call after July 
15. 

Parliament has set up committees 
which are investigating the whole 
setup of production in England. Un- 
til their recommendations are pub- 
lished, it’s a pretty good assurance 
to film trade from the bigwigs that 
there’ll be no drastic cutting into 
production. 

Government’s idea in the com- 
mittees is to arrive at some definite 
standard of either reserving certain 
| key men, or declaring they shall be 
| left intact with the production game 
as is. With this promise in mind, 
| film makers are at work striving for 
| some workable scheme of rationali- 
| zation of both man-power and equip- 
ment. 

Claims and counterclaims are 
made by the many elements of the 
| industry against their common foe— 
|the grab of manpower and equip- 
|ment by government agencies. Right 
now it’s impossible to foreshadow 
|or discern anything tangible in the 
'melee, so confused is the whole 
‘setup within its mass of commit- 
| tees, panels and boards, seeking to 
| determine a workable future for 
| picture-makers. 

Indicative of the atmosphere sur- 
rounding the fight is the report that 
all members of the special inquiry 
| group, gathered to obtain a clear 
picture of the industry, were first 
‘sworn’ not to divulge to outsiders 
one detail of their investigations. 
This is a continuance of the hush- 
hush bug nowadays snipping all 
forms of inquiry. 

Industry’s latest bid is to have the 
production game tagged as an ‘essen- 
tial’ work-power. Exhibs, producers 
and renters are all back of this drive. 
Should it transpire that Government 
is in agreement with the idea, it 
automatically means personnel can- 
not be fired. This is a Government 
ruling and applies to all industries 
deemed ‘essential.’ 

On the wage and hour question, 
Association of Cine Technicians has 
already warned producers. there 
must be no more tarrying on inking 
the long-prepared standard agree- 
ment for studio workers. Ceaseless 
rise in cost of living is on union’s 
| side if matter ever has to come to 
|arbitration. Before that day dawns, 
however, it has yet to be decided 
that there’s an industry in which to 
work, 











‘Moss Empires Has °40 
Net Profit of $134,000 


London, April 22. 

Moss Empires Theatres accounts 
for year ended last Dec. 31 show a 
' gross of $790,000, $142,000 over 1939. 
Directors recommended a final divvy 
of 5% on the ordinary stock, making 
a total of 10% for the year. Pre- 
ferred shares have already taken care 
of a 5% dividend. After all ex- 
penses are paid, amount brought for- 
ward is $134,000. 

Proprietors of the Victoria Palace 
have declared a 5% dividend on the 
, ordinary stock; last year’s share wes 
10%. Amount carried forward is 
$24,000, down $1,000 on ’39. During 
the latter period, house had the bene- 
| fit of the record-breaking ‘Lambeth 
Walk.’ 


Ministry of Labor schedule seems. 





Hungary Deciding on Complete Ban 
Of US. Pix as Reply to Coin Freeze 


Budapest, April 20. 

Decision is to be taken within the 
next week whether or not censure 
tickets are to be granted to Ameri- 
can films in the future. This is an. 
other way of saying that govern. 
ment may shortly veto import of 
American films altogether. 

Even if this does happen, Ameri- 
can features which have already ar- 
rived in this country will probably 
be shown. Measure, if taken, will 
only apply to future imports, and 
may be considered as a reply to the 
U. S. freezing of Hungarian assets. 

Distributors and exhibitors will 
have to face a difficult situation if 
this comes to pass, for home product 
and French and German imports 
hardly make up for loss of Ameri- 
can pictures. 

At present cinemas are going 
strong despite blackouts, ordered 
throughout Hungary for the first 
time in the course of the war. Legit 
theatres are suffering from unfavor- 
able conditions greatly, but picture 
patronage is undiminished either by 
blackouts or general conditions. 

American pictures still have the 
greatest draw with Hungarian audi- 


ences. This season’s foremost hits 
were ‘Rebecca,’ ‘Blue Bird,’ ‘All 
This, and Heaven Too.’ ‘Babes in 


Arms’ did very well. Currently run- 
ning are ‘New Moon,’ ‘Real Glory,’ 
‘Gulliver,’ ‘My Favorite Wife’ and 
‘You Can’t Take It with You.’ 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ and ‘Lost Horizon’ 
are about to open. 





Hungarian Pictures 
Cry for New Talent; 
Same Faces Tiring 





Budapest, April 20. 

Hungarian film production is badly 
in need of new talent. Producers 
fight shy of experimenting with 
little-known actors and insist on 
marquee names. Since Magyar pro- 
duction is limited, the result is that 
some actors have figured in no less 
than 17 of the 38 features produced 
in 1940. Since the same actors also 
figure constantly on the stage, it is 
no wonder the public gets sick of 
them and demands a change. 

Actors’ salaries in the course of 
the past production year totalled 
about $120,000 (for 38 feature pic- 
tures). About half of this amount 
was paid to the dozen or so stars and 
principals. 


60 MEXICAN FILMS SET 
FOR NEW PROD. HIGH 


Mexico City, May 13. 

An indication that Mexican pic- 
ture production this year will be 
certainly bigger than that of 1940 
is the contracting of the Azteca stu- 
dios here for the making of 30 films 
before Dec. 31. This will oe the 
greatest number of pictures the stu- 
dios have made in their history. Full 
financing and other facilities, includ- 
ing assurance of freedom from labor 
snags, it is understood, have been 
obtained. 

Present plans call for the making 
of some 30 films in other studios. 

Mexican picture producers have 
seemingly forgotten the alarm they 
expressed some time ago regarding 
thé ‘invasion’ of Argentine films, for 
they are moving to get together with 
the South American makers. The 
domestic producers have commis- 
sioned Jorge Velez, ace picture juve- 
nile, to talk things over with the Ar- 
gentine makers during his forthcom- 
ing tour of South America, to see 
what can be done about arranging a 
reciprocal agreement on lower duties 
for Mexican and Argentine films. 


Mexico Nixes ‘Carson’ 











Mexico City, May 13. 
; Because it features a bandit who 
is represented as a ‘Mexican type,’ 
the federal film censoring and super- 
vising department hes forbidden the 
exhibition anywhere in Mexico of 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA), 

Exhibitors who had booked the pic- 
ture offered to delete the sequences 
in which the character to which the 
department took umbrage appears, 
but the department nixed that propo- 
sition, contending hat ‘Carson’ has a 
character it considers disparaging to 
Mexico and her ‘dignity.’ 
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It's greater than you've heard! The Industry's 


biggest Technicolor outdoor sensation since 
“Northwest Passage’! 





Robert Taylor as “Billy The Kid”* Photographed 
in Technicolor with Brian Donlevy * Ian Hunter 
Mary Howard + Gene Lockhart » Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Screen Play by Gene Fowler + Directed by David 
Miller + Produced by Irving Asher » An M-G-M Picture 
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LOVE CRAZY 


Hollywood, May 13. 





Metro release of Pandro 8. Berman pro- 
auction. Stars William Powell, Myrna 
Loy; features Gail Patrick, Jack Carson, 
Florence Bates, Sidney Blackmer. Di- 
rected by Jack Conway. Screenplay, Wil- | 
liam Ludwig, Charles Lederer, David 
Hertz. from original story by Hertz and 
Ludwig; camera, Ray June; editor, Ben! 
Lewis. Previewed at Academy, Ingiewvod, | 
Cal... May 12, ’41. Running time, 97 
MINS. 

Steve Ireland...............William Powell 
ee THORNE. . oo cicccsecccccecsMeeeee sam | 
Baobel Grayson......cccccsccces Gail Patrick | 
Were Witloughby....cccscsess Jack Carson 
lf ae Florence Bates | 
George Renny.............Sidney Blackmer 
Be, WUtHETING...<kecccvesscecs Sig Rumann 
Si) EDS ccs sceeeseses Viadimir Sokoloff | 
*Pinky’ Grayson...ecesces Donald MacBride 
Peitin.. WHEWOO. 64005 scsccsene Sara Haden 
Mrs. Bristol............. Kathleen Lockhart 
ON EET OE rrr rT eee: Fern Emmett 
Judge..... threo veaek mane ee Joseph Crehan 
TPG 006668606005 000000008 George Meeker 
Cs cnt) 6o006500R E000 04 Clarence Muse | 
Blevator Boy...--....ceees Elisha Cook, Jr. | 
William Powell and Myrna Loy 


romp merrily through another mari- | 


tal comedy loaded with solid com- 
edy; compactly set up and tempoed 
at a zippy pace. ‘Love Crazy’ is a 


standout laugh hit of top’ propor- | 


tions, a happy successor to previous 
Powell-Loy teamings. As _ such, 
will roll up hefty biz in all runs, 
with many key holdovers indicated. 

Powell and Miss Loy again dem- 
onstrate their combined ability to 
provide utmost entertainment in a 
frothy marital mixup. Under most 
expert piloting of Jack Conway, pair 
takes advantage of every opportunity 
to create maximum of laughs from 
every situation offered and even dip 


into broad slapstick and Sennettized | 
chase for smacko audience reaction. | 


This combo is still far out in front 
as the top exponents of marital com- 
edy on the screen. 

Story is light, but sufficient frame- 
work on which to hang the madcap 


antics of a most happily married | 


pair. It’s their fourth anniversary, 


and they plan to repeat happenings | 
of their wedding night, but mother- | 


in-law arrives to send plans awry. 
Meeting of Poweil with a former 
flame, Gail Patrick, prompts jealousy, 
separation, and plans for a divorce. 
To gain time, in endeavor to recon- 
cile with his wife, Powell simulates 
insanity; is adjudged insane by the 
lunacy commission, and lands in a 
private sanatorium. Escaping, he re- 
turns home to masquerade as his sis- 
ter until the mother-in-law discloses 
to Miss Loy confirmation of his in- 
nocent association with the old flame 
and the happy couple start off again. 

Picture is studded with laughs that | 
topple on top of each other, and in| 
many spots the dialog is lost during | 
and after hilarious episodes. Pow- 
ell scores as the ever-loving husband | 
who gets into jams over the situation | 


iss Loy provides her usual spark- | 
ling performance as the wife who} 
does not want to lose her mate. | 


Jack Carson makes capital of the | material. 


role of an archery champ who is | 


vamped by Miss Loy for jealousy 
purpose, and winds up as her com- 
panion until the reunion. Gail Pat- 
rick is intriguing as the siren, while 
Florence Bates provides a_ vivid 
characterization of the in-law. Ex- 
cellent support is given by Sidney 
Blackmer, Sig Rumann, Vladimir 
Sokoloff, Kathleen Lockhart and 
Donald McBride. 

There’s a wealth of comedy mate- 
rial in the script for Director Jack 
Conway to capably transform to the 
screen. A stuck elevator episode at 
the very start is great slapstick, 
while Powell's initial antics to simu- 
late insanity, and then his straight 
attempts to prove otherwise, which 
get him in deeper, are tops in farce 
performance. When Powell sheds 
his trim moustache for the Woman 
masquerade sequence, he _ clicks 
steadily with each situation gen- 
erated. Walt. 


ONE NIGHT IN LISBON 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, May 8. 
Paramount release of Edward H. Griffith 
heya me directed by Griffith. Stars 
‘red MacMurray, Madeleine Carroll; fea- 
tures Patricia Morison, Billie Burke, John 


Loder, Dame May Whitty, Edmund Gwenn, 
Reginald Denny, Billy Gilbert. Screenplay 
by Virginia Van Upp, based on play 
*There’s Always Juliet’ by John Van Dru- 
ten; camera, Bert Glennon; editor, Eda 
Warren; asst. director, Edward Bernoudy. 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, May 7, 
*41 Running time, 96 MINS. 

Dwight Houston.......... Fred MacMurray 
Leonora Perrycoste.......Madeleine Carroll 
Gerry Houston............Patricia Morison 
Catherine Enfilde: 9 ra adda a Billie Burke 
Commander Peter Walmsley....John Loder 
op eee ae Dame May Whitty 
Oe ee Edmund Gwenn 
Erich Strasser........0.... Reginald Denny 
EPL CPE EE eT Tee Billy Gilbert 
RAIGAENENE ss i:0.056:05000.800505bd4NeCeL EMO 
Strasser’s Aide.......... Bruce Wyndham 
SRST ere ee CTae ers Jerry Mandy 





‘One Night in Lisbon’ is an effer- 
vescing romantic comedy saturated 
with some racy lines for the sophis- 
ticates but with plenty of broad 
levity in both dialog and situations 
to catch on with adult audiences 
generally. Light and breezy, pic- 
ture will prove a tonic for spring 
and summer biz and has a good 
chance to hit surprisingly good 
grosses for this particular time of 
year. 

Edward H. Griffith functions as 
both producer and director, re-team- 
ing with scripter Virginia Van Upp 
and the starring duo of Fred Mac- 
Murray and Madeleine Carroli from 
‘Cafe Society’ of a year ago. Grif- 
the storv. 


nacre to lightiv-textured 


it | 


| spective roles. 


smacking over several boudoir epi- 
sodes with MacMurray and Miss 
Carroll that are decidedly zingy and 


‘filled with machine-gun, two-edged 


dialog thrusts which can easily be 
missed by unsophisticated audiences. 

More than the first half unfolds in 
war-scarred London but the back- 
ground never intrudes above the 
action and, as such, is incidental. 
MacMurray is an adventurous Texan 


‘who ferries U. S. planes across the 


Atlantic to England. Miss Carroll is 
a reserved English girl brought up 
to expect formal courting. Pair 
meet in an air-raid shelter. Mac- 
Murray launches a whirlwind cam- 
paign that dazzles the girl, and two 
days later she accompanies him to 
Lisbon where the pair get tangled in 
a spy roundup—and then MacMur- 
ray convinces her to marry him and 
| fly back to America. 

Interwoven is the interference of 
'MacMurray’s campaign by naval 
commander John Loder, who expects 
to marry the girl himself, and the 
kind offices of socialite Billie Burke 
and sympathetic Edmund Gwenn in 
breaking down resistance. Individual 
incidents are built up for laugh pur- 
poses, and never miss their aim to 
catch reaction from general audi- 
ences. 

Story focuses attention directly 
on the romantic by-play of MacMur- 
ray and Miss Carroll, with Loder 
continually around to make ita mad- 
cap threesome. MacMurray surprises 
with the excellence of his perform- 
ance in a light role as the con- 
tinually aggressive suitor—a per- 
formance which indicates he can 
carry such assignments in top style. 


Miss Carroll is beauteous as the 
English girl and object of the 
Texan’s campaign, teaming most 


‘competently with MacMurray. Loder 
‘ably handles the part of the slow- 
moving and bewildered naval officer 
who valiantly pursues the fast-step- 
ping American. Supporting players 
|provide strong contributions to the 


overall setup. Patricia Morison, in 
a brief sequence as MacMurray's 
divorced wife, does a sparkling bit. 
Billie Burke, Edmund Gwenn and 
Reginald Denny click in their re- 
Billy Gilbert is on 
for only a flash. 


Cafe chorus sings ‘There'll Always 


_Be an England’ during an air raid 
'attack, and MacMurray deliberately 


sings ‘Home on the Range’ to Miss 


|Carroll slightly offkey. His periodic 
_demionstrations of bird calls are good 
|for laugh reactions, a good running 


gag neatly spotted for maximum 
reaction. 

Producer-director-scripter combo 
of Griffith and Miss Van Upp is a 
strong asset to the Paramount pro- 


enerated by the conniving in-law. | auction cote. Fee, Wenet Ras pre- 


vided plenty of lightness and gen- 
eral gayety in both lines and situ- 
ations, with Griffith wringing every 
last ounce of entertainment from the 


Production is A grade throughout, 
with particularly excellent job of 
|editing on intercut of studio scenes 
| with clips of London air raid fires. 
| Photography by Bert Glennon is uni- 


formly tops. Walt. 


Miniature Reviews 


——__> 


‘Love Crazy’ (M-G). Topnotch 
Loy-Powell domestic farce com- 
edy, a cinch for top grosses 
everywhere. 

‘One Night in Lisbon’ (Par). 
Breezy and racy romantic com- 
edy of lightest texture. Good 
laugh tonic for summer b.0. 

‘They Met in Argentina’ 
(RKO). Czepable people miscast 
and wasted on inane musical. 
Dubious for South America. 

‘ll Wait For You’ (M-G). B 
program remake of ‘Hideout’ of 
minor importance. 

‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). An 
| Over average ‘B.’ 

‘The Wild Man of Borneo’ 
(M-G). Unfunny, shoddy farce, 
dull even for twin bills. 

‘The Great Swindle’ (Col). 
Jack Holt meller with minimum 
action. Extremely mild even for 
duals. 

‘Scattergood Baines Pulls the 
Strings’ (RKO). Further estab- 
lishes the series es strong en- 
tertainment for the family trade. 

‘Here Comes Happiness’ (WB). 
Trite comedy-romence. . 

‘Country Fair’ (Rep). Corny 
hillbilly comedy with Eddie Foy, 
Jr., June Clyde and radio folks. 
Weak dualer. 

‘Invisible Ghost’ (Mono). Bela 
Lugosi in an inept horror at- 
tempt. , 








=a 


ae Hispanic players in this pic- 
ure. 

Basic difficulty, as will face all 
|producers in the current Latin- 
| American ‘good will’ trend, is in de- 
cision as to whether the film is to 
appeal primarily to audiences in 
the U. S. or South America. This 
pic turns out to be a compromise that 
will please neither group. Vila, in 
his first Hollywood appearance, is 
obviously not enough of a name for 
U. S. marquees, no matter what his 
standing in the southern continent. 
| So, with S.A. providing only a small 
| proportion of the gross which is 
| necessary to make a film profitable, 
| a Studio must necessarily inject names 
and plot that will snag coin from U. S. 
| filmgoers. And it is these conces- 








the Argentinians. Problem is one 
that’s going to give Rockefeller com- 
mittee and all the other good-willers 


plenty of headache before it is 
solved. 
Story is one of those things. A 


Texas oil millionaire loses out in se- 
curing oil lands in Argentina, and 
then seeks a race horse which has 
been cleaning up at the Buenos Aires 
track. He orders his representative, 
youthful Texan (James Ellison) to 
get the nag at any price. In the lad’s 
maneuvers, aided by a Texas cow- 
boy (Buddy Ebsen), he falls in love 
with Lolita (Maureen O’Hara), the 
| Argentina heiress and daughter of 
| the horse owner, Don Enrique. 


| Much is made of the romance be- 





sions to the latter group that will irk | 


topped by Joseph Buloff, recruit 
from the Yiddish and Broadway legit 
stage, as the funny man-servant to 
the Argentina ranch owner. Script- 
ers and authors of the original, both 
directors and dance director Frank 
Veloz (and Yolanda) must share the 
blame for the rest. It lags in all 
departments. J. Roy Hunt's photog- 
raphy is superb while Vernon L. 
Walker has chipped in with some 
remarkable special effects. Wear. 


’LL WAIT FOR YOU 


(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, May 6. 


Metro release of Edwin Knopf produc- 
tion. Features Robert Sterling, Marsha 
Hunt, Virginia Weidler. Directed by Rob- 
ert B. Sinclair, Screenplay by Guy Tros- 
per, based on story by Mauri Grashin; 
camera, Sidney Wagner; editor, Elmo 
Veron; song, A! Siegel, Ralph Freed. Pre- 


viewed in studio projection room, May 5, 






’41, Running time, 73 MINS, 

*‘Lucky’ Wilson.......-.+e++ Robert Sterling 
Pauline Miller.....csccccccess Marsha Hunt 
Lissic Miller... .ccceceeses Virginia Weidler 
Lieutenant Mecl‘arley......+.-+. Paul Kelly 
BEre. MOR. co ccccccseccccececce Fay Holden 
Br. MilleP.cccccvcoceccccece Henry Travers 
Sergeant Brent..........seeee: Don Costello 
Sally Travers. .......-sceceees Carol Hughes 
Tony Barell)....ccccecscsccesce Reed Hadley 
Dp, AMG. oc cb ects ccovccnes Ben Weldon 
Casnell..cccces .... Theodore von Eltz 
LMDABOB. .ccccccccssccccsseses Leon Belasco 
Bl nasser dsnedesseseocescees Mitchell Lewis 
TNE po Kennbeeonee es eveeeesonnas Joe Yule 
BOD. veckacccocesvesesosceseoonees Eddie Hart 
GG. 5.60058 000eesoesseseeeen . Jerry Jerome 
Napkin Counter........+ceee:. Steve Darrell 
DET cxbeseoccnceasancetss William Tannen 





This is a remake of ‘Hideout,’ 
which Metro released in 1934 with 
Robert Montgomery and Maureen 
O’Sullivan teamed. New verson of 
a city racketeer who takes refuge 
from the law on a farm, and falls for 
the straight and narrow, in addition 
to the girl, proceeds according to 
formula. Picture mainly provides 
acting experience for the two leads— 
Robert Sterling and Marsha Hunt 
(both on the Metro stock list)—and 
will get by for filler dates in the 
secondary duals as a lower grade B. 

Sterling is the familiar business 
arranger for gang boss Reed Hadley. 
When Paul Kelly leads the cops in a 
campaign to break up the racket, 
Sterling blows town and winds up as 
guest on the hideaway farm, where 
the entire family tr Be in to make 
him feel at home. Yarn carries 
mainly on saccharine incidents and 
a romance between Sterling and Miss 
Hunt which carries an obvious strain 
throughout. Kelly arrives to take 
Sterling back to town, and the girl 
is willing to wait after being ap- 
prised of his former unlawful activi- 
ties. 

Sterling and Miss Hunt gain at 
| least experience as the two leads, 
| with Virginia Weidler romping 
| through as the pestiferous kid sister. 
Fay Holden and Henry Travers are 
the farm couple, while Carol Hughes 
is spotted as a night club entertainer 
in the first part, handling the one 
song, ‘A Lesson in Latin.’ Nothing 
unusual in either the script or direc- 
tion, both seemingly aimed at filling 
out the time allotment for a dual 
filler. Walt. 








SINGAPORE WOMAN 


Warner Bros, release of Harlan Thomp- 








} : " | tween Ellison and Miss O’Hara, | = production. Features Brenda Mar- 
| They Met in Argentina | which becomes a sugar-coated at-|Seecn, Bese Totart ete ee 
| tempt to depict the blending of the | Negulesco. Story, Laird Doyle; adapta- 
| : ; (MUSICAL) | am Argentines with the U. S. The sec- | cron, M. Coates Webster and Allen Rivkin; 
| RKO release of Lew Brock producticn. | ondary love affair ‘between Ebsen | Photveraphy. Ted, McCord; editor, Everet 
berto Vila, Buddy Ebsen, Diosa Costello. | and Diosa Costello is represented as | 10, °41 Running time, 65 MINS May 
| Directed by Leslie Goodwins, Jack Hively. | a catch-as-catch-can affair and so | Vicki Moore.,............ Brenda Marshall 
peg A ee ee te Se > J | burlesqued that South Americans yon oe Hoe seeereccesens avid Bence 
Roy Hunt: editor, Desmond Marquette; | likely will grimace at the effort. The Jim North ca 8s Santas’ Gueae 
dances, Frank Veloz; special effects, Ver- | El Pato contest, a sort of soccer on | Alice North...........227 17" Rose Hobart 
a pr tndnggs Rie ig olen 9A ne Glus- | horseback with no holds or clubbing | Frieda... ogg Heather Angel 
At Albee. Brooklyn, week May 8, “41, | barred, has the gringo from Texas Mrs. Bennett atria hb goo tres 
dualed. Running time, 76 MINS. | rescuing Alberto Vila. It’s a touch | Clyde..........0.5...°.." "Brave , Pha 
det dg Pe eee ree a Maureen O’Hara | that may go unappreciated south of | Suwa.......................... Connie Leon 
2 Aree James Ellison | the border Or ae Douglas Walton 
Alberto Delmonte............-4 Alberto Vila | 7 y - , : Sir Stanley Moore........... Gilbert Emery 
Duke Ferrel........+ssseeeees Buddy Ebsen| Failure to place Vila in the leading | Commissioner.:............ Stanley Logan 
Don 4 TERBPIGUS. «ov ccncecccceves Robert Barrat | role, as an Argentinian, and the chief Waren PeCKREDCCORECOROH CSS Abner Biberman 
nae PESSS 6 eT ERA SBESS SOEes a gato | femme agrinicny made a native of ES h wECS5 dsb cera bores wee he Eva Puig 
Nina Maria............... Victoria Cordova | the U. S., seems like erroneous cast- nla ry s 
Don Carlos................Antonio Moreno | ing. The film, as a matter of fact, PI dl nn b = Sanpore Woman’ 
ee Bn sae sanag SC eeinaae eS anne a is cluttered up with miscasting. The from the War e = of this ‘B 
Maaee... crt STs RIOR pe sma Barbe | capable Diosa Costello is smothered higher than he lot. fal 208 8 much 
Don Ramones.cecssccessss Francisco Moran| under inane dances with Ebsen, | phabetical Poa of films of this al- 
Pedro eee eee eeeeeenes Fortunio Bonanova while Chester Clute, usually compe- . oraer have been of late. 
SOM PROGR. darsn acs oscvteesncs Luis Alberni , It might have been developed into an 





Situation on ‘Latin-American good- 
will’—the cinematic kind, anyway— 
with 
every new feature having to do with 


becomes more complicated 


the republics south of the border 


It is extremely dubious if ‘They Met 
in Argentina’ will further the cause | 
despite 
leaning over backwards to soft-soap | 


of hemispheric solidarity 
some situations and weld Pan-Amer- 
icanism. And it is doubtful if the 
film will cause much of a ripple 


with exhibitors here despite a sturdy | 
Rodgers and Hart score. Picture will | 


be a dismal grosser; it’s a secondary 
dualer. 


the American eye which Argentin- 
ians might complain -about except- 
ing the exaggerated characterizations 
which are virtually caricatures. 
they doubtlessly will object to the 


only in a bit. Victoria Cordova also 
is given little or nothing to do. The 
Chaco, tabbed a new dance, possibly 
is okay ballroom material but prob- 


where. 


| ployed to introduce it. 
Of the Rodgers-Hart music, ‘You’ve 


tent supporting screen vet, is seen | 
| 


ably won’t cause any furore else- | 
It fails to excite even in the 
elaborate production numb2r em- 


‘A’ had that been the intent and a 
| higher budget figured. A lot of the- 
| atres that have been complaining of 
the B’s “will welcome this strong 
supporter. In some secondary runs 
it might take the top position on the 
show. 

Harlan Thompson is the producer 
|and Jean Negulesco the director, 
| while heading the cast are Brenda 


But | 


There is not so much apparent to | 


| film father. 


way Alberto Vila, rated a film star: 


in Argentina, is pushed around in 
the story. Here is a Latin-American 
star who measures up to his advance 


billing, yet his role is subordinated | : 
to little more than a bit. Also the} chewing Texas cow wrangler, pro- 


more 


ners of Maureen O’Hara, 


Got the Best of Me,’ ‘Amarillo’ and | 


‘Cutting the Cane’ stand out, with 
‘Carefree Carretero’ and ‘Never Go 
to Argentina If You Don’t Dance’ 
close behind as possibilities. Best 
song efforts are contributed by Vila 
and Miss Costellc. 

Miss O’Hara makes an intriguing 
Spanish girl, although not speak- 
ing with the same accent as her 
Her father is ade- 
quately portrayed by Robert Barrat. 
Ellison, as Texas representative of 
the oil millionaire, is improved over 
his cowboy characterizations in west- 
erns of a few years back, but is 
rather dismal when he sings. 


Buddy Ebsen, cast as the gum- 


squeamish Latin-Americans! vides the chief comic relief opposite 
_ further will resent the forward man-'| Miss Costello. é A 
as the dances like a hurricane when given 


Latter sings well, 


| heiress, and Diosa Costello (a Puerto, half a chance and looks like a future 


| Rican), as a native servant. 


But screen bet. 


However, in this picture 


| most of all, Yanks and Latins alike | she is not favored by the closeups or 
fith provides a consistently zestful will object to the lukewarm enter-| lighting. 


tainment and the waste of the 


Support is fairly satisfactory, 





Marshall and David Bruce, paired 
romantically. Both give excellent 
accounts of themselves as do others 
in the large cast, including Virginia 
Field, Jerome Cowan, Rose Hobart 
and lessers. 

The story has plenty of meat, in- 
volves a lot of plot and situations, 
adheres fairly closely to the plausible 
and moves along in a sprightly fash- 
ion. Among other things it takes 
surprising turns, at all times care- 
fully sustaining the suspense. Yarn 
was written by Laird Doyle and 
adapted with skill by M. Coates 
Webster and Allen Rivkin. Dialog 
has rather good punch but there 
isn’t much comedy relief either as to 
story or in the direction outside of a 
couple of free-for-alls in a Singapore 
dive where a prima donna keeps on 
singing through it all, her voice ris- 
ing with the tide of the fighting. 

Miss Marshall, who is on the way 
to stardom, clearly has much for 
films and is a striking screen type. 
Girl is a distinct personality who 


works with either charm or force as 
the occasion demands. In a way Miss 
Marshall reminds of Evelyn Brent, 
early talker star, who played roles 
similar to the one the featured player 
essays in this picture. 

David Bruce, another compara- 
tively fresh recruit for the screen, 
also has fine possibilities based, if 
nothing else, on the way he handles 
himself in ‘Singapore Woman.” He's 
a rubber plantation owner who falls 
in love with a fallen woman, re- 
generating her under circumstances 
that are both dramatic and unique. 
A dipsomaniac who has come to be 
known as a jinx woman, Miss Mar- 
shali turns a little rapidly from a 
bum into a lady after she has been 
brought to Bruce’s plantation. Also 
the auto smash, which results in the 
convenient death of a returning hus- 
band she had thought dead for years, 
is a little corny but these things do 
not mar the entertainment values of 
the film. 

Settings are effective and the 
photography good. Char, 


The Wild Man of Borneo 


Metro production and release. Features 
Frank Morgan, Billie Burke, Mary How- 
ard, Donald Meek, Marjorie Main, Bonita 
Granville, Dan Dailey, Jr., Connie Gil- 
ehrist. Directed by Robert B. Sinclair. 
Screenplay by Waldo Salt and Jchn Mce 
Clain, based on play by Mare Connelly and 
Herman J. Mankiewicz; camera, Oliver T. 








Marsh; editor, Frank Sullivan; music, 
David Snell. At Strand, Brooklyn, week 
May 8, ‘41, dualed. Running time, 78 
MINS, 
J. Daniel Thompson........ Frank Morgan 
Mary Thompson. ..........0. »Mary Howard 
Bernice Marshall..........se.- Billie Burke 
ee rrr Donald Meek 
BRU s nnd tab bso stcdnesoesen Marjorie Main 
Mire. Tyenmens.....cccecses Connie Gilchrist 
Francine Diamond........ Bonita Granville 
TE. TRIO. woccccccesccces Dan Dailey, Jr. 
‘Doc’ Dembaricccccccvcceces Andrew Tombes 
Te Ss 0 096-6606600 6:0 608 Walter Catlett 
REP, DOCGOPDE?. oc cess ccccced Joseph J. Green 
Te eee ee eT oe Phil Silvers 
Three fundamental faults mar 


what slim chance “The Wild Man of 
Borneo’ might otherwise have hod. 
First is that the legit original of the 
same title, produced in 1927, is com- 
pletely dated, if it ever amounted to 
much in its initial stage garb. An- 
other is that director Robert B. Sin- 
clair has employed talky stage tech- 
nique in directing. Third is the se- 
lection of Frank Morgan as the 
medicine show spieler and the pro- 
longation of his radio show ‘tall- 
story’ telling into an overlong film 
characterization. Result is feeble 
entertainment with meagre _pros- 
pects, even if dualed. ; 

This is a fable of a medicine show 
grifter in the early 1900s who decides 
to reform and retire because he 
thinks his long-neglected daughter 
has inherited a fortune. When he 
finally returns home and rejoins his 
offspring, now 18 years, the barker 
learns his daughter is as broke as 
he is, but his proclivity for telling 
lies enables him to bluff his way to 
New York pretending that he is a 
man of means. They go to live at a 
theatrical boarding house where the 
medicine show liar’s phoney char- 
acter is uncovered. 

Aside from the unoriginality of 
theme, a lighter directorial touch and 
much more action might have 
salvaged something from the plot 
absurdities. Instead, bulk of action 
takes place inside the boarding 
house and develops into a ponderous 
elongation of Frank Morgan’s fab- 
rications. A few minutes of this tall- 
story stuff is okay on the air but 
when stretched past 70 minutes it 


| becomes boring. 


Morgan makes a satisfactory grifter 
if a bit too pompous in the incredible 
characterization. He’s before the 
camera sO much it becomes a mono- 
log. Billie Burke, as the theatrical 
boarding house keeper, is wistful but 
dumb until the surprise finish. Mary 
Howard, apparently a newcomer, 
proves refreshing as the medicine 
show spieler’s long-forgotten daugh- 
ter while Donald Meek is strictly 
Donald Meek as Professor Birdo, a 
vaudeville whistler. Marjorie Main, 
Bonita Granville, Walter Catlett, 
Phil Silvers and Andrew Tombes are 
all known stage and screen players 
who add an_ occasional bright 
moment to the desultory proceedings. 
Dan Dailey, Jr., again evidences 
promise as a new leading man. 





Camera work of (the late) Oliver 
T. Marsh and the sound recording 
supervised by Douglas Shearer stand 
out because they are so much above 
other technical work on the film. 
Waldo Salt and John McClain are 
listed as screen scripters. Original 
play by Marc Connelly and Herman 
J. Mankiewicz only points up how 
far both have traveled in the last 14 
years. Wear. 


THE GREAT SWINDLE 


Columbia release of Larry Darmour pro- 
duction. Stars Jack Holt; features Jona- 
than Hale, Henry Kolker, Marjorie Rey- 
nolds, Sidney Blackmer. Directed by Lewis 


D. Collins, Story by Eric Taylor; screen- 
play, Albert DeMond; editor, Dwight Cald- 
well; camera, James S. Brown, Jr.. At 
Rialto, N. Y., «** * May 18, '41. Rune 
ning time: 58 MINS, ‘ 

Sn wR do hoa os ewetadee Jack Holt 
i, Sree eee Jonathan Hale 
Stewart Cordell... .....ccccee Henry Kolker 
Margaret Swann......... Marjoria Reynolds 
ES Paarew. 8. ib. sds de bb hobo Don Douglas 
Thomas Marshall.............¢. Boyd Irwin 
oo eee Sidney Blackmer 
‘Rocky’ Andrews.........-. Douglas Fowley 
ge ee Tom Kennedy 





Outside the opening conflagration 
scene, this new Jack Holt meller is 
a false alarm. What begins as an 
exciting yarn about fire insurance 





| adjusters and arsonists soon simmers 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Starring ~ iit thie 


PRISCILLA LANE 
JEFFREY LYNN 
RONALD REAGAN 


with MAY ROBSON LEE PATRICK 
Directed by CURTIS BERNHARDT 


Screen Play by Casey Robinson, Richard Macaulay and Jerry Wald 
From a Story by Leonard Spigelgass 
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ALLEGED THEATRE CYP 


VARIETY 


‘Sieg’ No Newsreel? 


is PICTURES 





| stock company. Richard Ainley, the 
|spurned socialite lover, lays it on 
‘too thick for results, while Russel 








‘Sieg im Westen’ Right Now a Tactical 
Error for the Nazis 


Propaganda 





‘Sieg im Westen’ (‘Victory in the 
West’) a grade-A Hitler error. 
Der Fuehrer in the past has used 
films boasting of Germany’s war 
might to soften up potential victims 
for the kill. Sending ‘Sieg’ to the 
United States is apparently part of 
that process. If so, it is a 100% mis- 
take and proves Hitler doesn’t know 


his United States. 

Nothing the so-called ‘oro-British 
warmongers’ have done to date is 
more calculated to send this country 
into the war aguinst the Nazis than 
‘Sieg im Westen.’ And that’s the last 
thing Hitler wants. Fortunately for 
him, the film, which opened last Wed- 
nesday (7) at the 96th St. theatre in 
Manhattan’s Nazi Yorkville sector, 
won’t be seen by enough Americans 
to make a dent. It’s doing terrific 
business night and day, but the great 
bulk of patronage is by German- 
speaking Nazis who seek something 
in Hitler to be proud of, even if it’s 
only a destructive military machine. 

Instead of making Americans 
frightened of the terrible power of 
the Reich’s Army, ‘Sieg’ inflames 
them. It would probably make them 
anxious to take weapons in hand 
and teach these arrogant butchers 
pictured on the screen that no arm) 
is invincible when it meets a foe 
determined to fight. ‘Sieg’ shows the 
Nazis marching into Belgium with- 
out opposition, taking sector: after 
sector in Holland and France—but 
also makes Americans think ’tain’t 
always going to be so. 

‘Sieg’ was filmed by Army pho- 
tographers assigned by the German 
high command, which gets a pro- 
ducer credit. Two other pix of Nazi 
conquest shown in this country last 
year, ‘Feldzug im Polen’ (‘Campaign 
in Poland’) and ‘Blitzkrieg im 
Westen,’ were made by UFA news- 
reel subsids. ‘Sieg’ is definitely not. 
a newsreel (as it is classified by 
American UFA, the distribs), but a 
documentary. | 

Picture was highly-touted both in 
Berlin and New York as something | 
very extraordinary. It doesn’t live 
up to its promise. Aside from a 
fancy editing job, a clever score and 
some slick photography, it’s the same 
old stuff. When you’ve seen 10 min- 
utes of one, you’ve seen them all. 

Only difference in ‘Sieg’ is that the 
emphasis is taken off machines 
and put on men. That's ineffective, 
however, in sustaining interest in the 
two-hour marathon, for the unbiiled 
cameramen and editors have prob- 
ably less understanding of people 
than they do of tanks and planes. 
Soldiers are shown marching, eat- 
ing, washing underwear, bathing, 
risking their lives in battle, caring 
for their wounded, but there’s seldom 
any humaneness, any feeling, any- 
thing to arouse the kindlier emo- 
tions. 

The troops are still marching, still 
throwing up miraculous bridges, still 
taking town after town 
tanks are still crossing rivers—just 
as repeated time after time in the 
previous two pictures. There’s one 
concession, however, in ‘Sieg.’ In the 
other films there were shots of no 
wounded and no dead. In this there 
are perhaps a half-dozen wounded 
and two German graves. Quite a low 
casualty list for the conquest of three 
nations. 


is 


So similar is ‘Sieg’ to the previous | 


two films, particularly ‘Blitzkrieg im 
Westen,’ which showed the uncom- 
pleted invasion of the same coun- 
tries, that sequences from the earlier 
film are frequently recognizable. 
They had an English commentary, 
however, which this one doesn’t 
have. Wording of the previous com- 
mentaries was better, too, for point- 
ing up the pictures. 

‘Sieg’ does have some daring cam- 
era work. Several lensers are said 
by the Germans to have died in film- 
ing it and that’s believable when 
shrapnel and shells seemingly land 
on all sides of the camera. Most 
highly-touted shot, however, is too 
far distant to be really good. Taken 
with a telescopic lens, it shows the 
tiny figure of a soldier climbing up 
on one of the encasements of Hol- 
land’s redoubtable Fort Eben Emael 
and dropping an explosive down into 
it, apparently by a string. Feat ap- 
parently cost the soldier his life. 

Musical store is also noteworthy. 
Cleverly, an excellent, deep-throated 
male chorus and martial tunes are 
heard when the Germans are march- 
ing, but the music turns squeaky 
when French or English are in view 
of the jens. In addition. the British 
air, ‘We'll Hang Out Our Washing on 
the Siegfried Line,’ which apparently 
burned up the Nazis, is used several 
times. First it is to the marching of 
English prisoners back from the 
front and secondly at the scenes of 
Dunkirk. When the commentator 
adds: “The British radio called Dun- 
kirk a ‘victorious retreat,’ the York- 
ville audience howled as though at 

a great joke. 

Included in the footage is some 
film supposed to have been captured 
from French, Belgian and British 
war cameramen. Not much is in 
evidence except some long sequences 


v 


mans took were conquered only be- 


| ing. 


and their | 


of the inside of the Maginot Line, | 
much of which was seen in the| 
March of Time’s reel on that subject | 
(or maybe the Nazis are getting | 
even with M. of T. for using footage | 
from ‘Blitzkrieg im Westen’ in ‘Ram- | 
parts We Watch’). 

Battle scenes are preceded by a 
10-minute prolog giving the history | 
leading up to May 10, 1940, when the | 
march on the Low Countries began. 
Usual Hitlerian lies are repeated 
that whatever countries the Ger- 


cause England was aiming to get 
there first and use them as bases 
for attacks on the Nazis. Reich is 
made completely innocent. In this 
prolog as well as in the main por- 
tion of the pic, various kinds of | 
maps are extensively used to show 
how Germany was endangered and 
in the development of military cam- 
paigns. 

Because of its length and the 
Hitler-applauding crowds perpetu- 
ally in line to see ‘Sieg,’ house is 
showing no shorts or anything else. 
With ‘Feldzug im Polen’ audience | 
got one of Paramount’s ‘Three Bears’ | 
cartoons. Herb. ! 





} 


} 
| 


| 


Protest was filed by the Non- 
Sectarian Anti-Nazi League last 
week against allowing ‘Sieg im 
Westen’ to escape New York 
State censorship by labeling it 
a newsreel. Squawk went to 
Irwin Esmond. director of the 
film division of the State Board 
of Regents. 

League also wired request to 
District Attorney Thomas E. 
Dewey to determine if a mis- 
demeanor was committed when 
the distribs of the German 
propaganda film described it as 
a newsreel. Newsreels are not 
subject to censorship, under 
freedom of the press guarantee. 

Four points were cited by the 
League in its claim that the pic 
is a feature and not a newsreel. 
They are: (1) It does not consist 
completely of news shots, but 
contains posed scenes; (2) mu- 
sical score was dubbed in; (3) 
film lasts almost two hours, and 
(4) there is a connected narra- 
tive. . 

League also pointed out tha 
Film-Kurier, official German 
trade paper, which was quoted 
in Variety last week, indicated 
that ‘Sieg’ is a feature and not a 
newsreel, 











Film Reviews 








THE GREAT SWINDLE 





down into a tangle of words and 
inane complications. One of the 
weaker B’s to come out of this stu- 
dio. 

‘The Great Swindle’ plants the | 
idea that a valuable warehouse has 
been touched off in an arson plot, 
and shoves Holt into the arena as 
the fighting insurance adjuster. After 
clinching evidence and photograph- 
ing the tell-tale proof, the insurance 
Sherlogk permits bungling firebugs 
to steal the photo from his apart- 
ment. After that it turns into a 
free-for-all of words and practicallv 
no action, with the insurance sleuth 
accusing about everybody within 
range of his voice except the right 
party; being fired by his new boss; 
working on his own; then rehired 
and finally stumbling onto the real 


culprit. Plot is rambling, muddled 
by complications and _ talkative 
scenes, 


Story is cut of trite pattern for 
such yarns, with scripting and di- 
recting failing to enhance its slim 
probabilities. There are as many 
opening and shutting of doors as in 
the average 60-minute radio show, 
but the effect is much more deaden- 
Dialog handed out in great 
doses largely includes such nifties 


-as ‘You boys cover the rear of the 


building,’ ‘he’s not the tyve that'll 
let you welsh on your poker debts,’ 
‘you can’t do this to me’ and ‘Oh, 
no, well listen to this.’ 

Holt does creditabiy in this insipid 
story, but is not nearly as active as 
usual in his vehicles. Jonathan Hale, 
Henry Kolker, Marjorie Reynolds 
and Sidney Blackmer head the sup- 
port, with Douglas Fowley, as the 
villainous ‘Rocky’ Andrews, indi- 
cating greatest promise amon un- 
knowns in the cast. Wear. 


Scattergood Pulls the 


Strings 
Hollywood, May 9. 


Jerrold T. Brandt pro- 
duction; production executive. Frank Mael- 
ford. Features Guy Kibbee, Bobs Watson, 
Susan Peters, James Corner, Emma Dunn, 
Dink Trout. Directed by Christy Cabanne. 


of 


RKO release 


Screenplay by Cabanne and Bernard Schu- 
bert, based on Clarence Budington Kel- 
land’s ‘Scattergood Baines’ stories; cam- 
era, Jack MacKenzie; editor, Desmond Mar- 
quette; asst. director, John E. Burch, Pre- 
viewed in studio projection room, May 8, 
’41. Running time, 69 MINS, 

Scattergood Batnes........ Guy Kibbee 
Jimmy Jordan ...-Bobs Watson 
a en ee Susan Peters 
Urban Downs....... --».-James Corner 
BEIPORGY BRIWSS.. 21. cvccesoss Emma Dunn 
xg By See Tritt, Dink Trout 
EE eerrrerer Ts re .Monte Blue 
Squire Pettibone ..-Carl Stockdale 
Ll” See ..Paul White 
CARPE TOUR ink ccc Fern Emmett 
ee Lee ‘Lasses’ Whit 
Mrs. Downs....... Ann Shoemaker 
Homer Savage..... .Gordon Hart 
Withers.......cceece.....- Howard Hickman 
Es cin Sowa 4.006eeaed ea eee’ Earl Hodgins 
DED. nck dues wntededeteves baescones Rex 





This is the second in the ‘Scatter- 
good Baines’ series, and will further 
add to the b.o. prestige of the group 
established by the initial entry. No 
question that Scattergood will stick 
in picture form for some time as 
cinch attraction for the family and 
hinterland trade with assured profit 
for the smaller houses catering to 
the trade. Key run audiences in 
metropolitan centers may tolerate 
Scattergood and his homely philoso- 
phies in the support brackets, but he 
can more than hold his own on the 
family circuit. 

Story picks up Scattergood as th 
leading figure of the rural commu 
nity, Coldriver, having acquired in- 
terests in varied enterprises of the 
county—and a friend of everyone. 
While pursuing his happy way, he 


Continued from page 16 








picks up a runaway boy to eventu- 
ally get a governor’s pardon for the 
kid’s father; takes a personal interest 
in the career and romance of a 
young local inventor to get the latter 
on the road to prosperity—and ex- 
pounds his humorous and folksy phi- 
losophies at every opportunity. 

Script is tigntly packed to obtain 
maximum results from the footage 
unreeled. Director Christy Cabanne 
does a fine job of injecting the nec- 
essary small town atmosphere in the 
tale, which is enhanced to a great 
extent by the incidents set up along 
the way. 

Guy Kibbee takes fullest advan- 
tage of the Scattergood character, 
and puts plenty of simcerity and zest 
into his work. Little Bobs Watson 
turns in a persuasive performance as 


the waif who is taken under Scatter- ' 


good‘s wing, while Susan Peters, 
newcomer, catches attention in her 
first part as the ingenue. Others in 
the cast are neatly selected for the 
rural and homey types required. 
James Corner does well as the young 
inventor; Emma Dunn is Mrs. Baines; 
Paul White is Scat’s colored assist- 
ant; and Dink Trout is the train con- 
ductor. Monte Blue does justice to 
the part of young Watson’s father. 
Picture is the second production 
effort of Jerrold T. Brandt, who 
seems to have hit a successful groove 
in assembling a competent produc- 
tion staff for his unit. Jack Mac- 
kenzie’s photography would be tops 
in a much costlier production; and 
all other technical contributions are 
fine for a moderately budgeted pic- 
ture. Walt. 


Here Comes Happiness 


Warner Bros. release of William Jacobs 
production, Features Mildred Coles, Ed- 
ward Norris, Richard Ainley, Russel Hicks, 
Marjorie Gateson, Directed by Noel M. 
Smith. Screenplay by Charles Tedford 
from original story by Harry Sauber; cam- 





era, James Van Trees; editor, Harold Mc- sys iging thich | cs li g . 
Lernon. At Paramount, Brooklyn, week we ; original, w hich looks like a med 
May 10, 1941. Running time, 56 MINS. ey of stock comedy melodrama sit- 
Jessica Vance...........6....Mildred Coles Uations. Wear. 
Chet BRAGS... vecdecscecs Edward Norris —— --——- 
Jelliffe Blaine..............Richard Ainley 
SOM VRRCO. 6.0 05 Cbd ceeoecice Russel Hicks 
emily Vance.............Marjorie Gateson INVISIBLE GHOST 
hag en Eee eg ee ee ee ee Monogram release of Sam Katzman (Ban- 
Sea ree no ee ee ne ere "Geenaah ner Pictures) production, Stars Bela 
tobi see; ladle ea Ea ih i “Hel Lynd Lugosi; features Polly Ann Young, John 
Clara... “ebtepone hee tone oe Blak McGuire, Clarence Muse, Directed by 
Bee ee te eee isdward G a © Joseph. H. Lewis Screenplay, Al and 
Mrs, dames.;... 0022073" ‘dward Gargan Helen Martin; camera, Marcel Le Picard: 
— ae. gil — ©“ editor, Robert Golden. At Rialto, N. ¥ 
ROOD EMER A iss ccccetses --JoSeph Crehan 47,, 4 44 Running time: 62 MINS 
a Serer Ann Edmonds “*” ‘* : ? lias ae ieee hy 
a a ee DeWolf Hopper Kessler............+.+.. ..Bela Lugosi 
patel _ VIR... 6 ececcecess Polly Ann Young 
a aa WIM ie sice nae os see vec hee McGuire 
Warner Bros. giving Harry Sau- j-.,),. ee 
ber billing for an ‘original’ screen Cecile............000.0°"" Terry Walker 
story on this is equal to giving a Mrs. Kessier............066. Betty Compson 
guy credit for adapting Chaucer, {ules a oe 
~ 4 » l ms ( orge %@ ro 2» 
The plot is just as much an old-hat pyan.. . eed ‘Kelnes 
classic. Rich girl doesn’t want to Tim ..Jack Mulhall | 


marry socialite boy whom mother has 


picked out, so scrams and falls 
love with a sandblaster with whom 
she lives happily ever after. Even 
the most bucolic of B-lovers will 
smell the corn in that one. 
Screenplay by Charles Tedford 
gets pretty nearly the maximum out 
of the yarn, although not avoiding 
the cliched dialog 


sionally builds to near 
although that’s no great trick with 
ov 56 minutes of screer time to 
fill. 

Cast won’t matter on the marquee, 
but the acting, aside from an occa- 
sional lapse into overplaying, is of 
good B calibre. Mildred Coles and 
Edward Norris in the boy-girl leads 
do okay jobs. Miss Coles is a pretty 
entry in the ~elluloid sweepstakes, 


but suffers from the appearance 
angle by stemingly an excess of 
avoirdupois. Norris, despite ability, 


registers as the type who remains 
permanently in the WF Jower-grade 


in 


which probably 
must necessarily go with the plot’s 
fairly obvious tripe. Noel M. Smith's 
direction has given pace and occa- 
climaxes, 


| Hicks and Marjorie Gateson, as par- 


'ents of the femme, give stan ard | 


| performances. : ; 
| ‘Here Comes Happiness may pro- 
| vide some hapiness for exhibs in the 
‘rural areas, but hardly anything but 
/tears where city folks gather. 

er 
' 


| COUNTRY FAIR 


(WITH SONGS) 
Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 
duction Features Eddie Foy, Jr., June 
Clyde, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams. Directed 


by Frank McDonald. Screenplay by Dorrell 
and Stuart McGowan from original by Jack 
Townley; camera, Ernest, Miller; editor, 
Ernest Nims: supervising editor, Murray 
Seldeen: music, Cy Feuer. Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., May 8, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 74 MINS, 

| Jenny Camipbe)ll . i ..s.c0<cens Eddie Foy, Jr. 


sebepevceeedsteneet June Clyde 
iVakeusae ee oho Guinn Williams 
.... William Demarest 
Harold Huber 
...-Ferris Taylor 


Pepper Wilson 
Gunther Potts 
Stogie McPhee...... 
Cash Nichols... 
Cornelius Simpson....... 


Sr. 
LABIUDORS. 2 ac cccccsccedcs Lulubelle Wiseman 
BOGRET. «on os codices + nnest ane Oy Wee 
GliderSlee Ve... cccrccoccccevces Harold Peary 
WF ROO so oeh 06.06 $0453 CeeMed ees Whitey Ford 


The Vass Family and Simp Phonies, 





Large group of radio folks plus | 


Eddie Foy, Jr., June Clyde and ‘Big 
Boy’ Williams wrestle valiantly to 
make something of ‘Country Fair’ 
but it still remains pure corn. Pic- 
ture starts out as a political yarn, 
swings into a hillbilly fable with a 
‘county fair background and then 
disintegrates ‘into a hokey gangster 
free-for-all with snatches of musical 
entertainment tossed in. Extremely 
mild ‘B’ film, strong only for support 
on twinners. 

Presence of the radio names may 
generate some b.o. interest, but the 
story material and the haphazard, 
slapsticky way it is put over gives 
the film limited appeal. 

Fast-talking campaign manager of 
an aspirant for governor secures the 
promise of Pepper Wilson (June 
Clyde) to wed him if his candidate 
wins. Of course, she starts elec- 
tioneering for the rival candidate, 
Gildersleeve. Both nominees decide 
they must win the vote in Potts 
county populated by rural folks— 
, who look like hillbilly moonshiners 
one time and farmers another. The 
village blacksmith is the mayor of 
the principal community’ while 
Lulubelle is the town’s belle. Gil- 
dersleeve finally is defeated while 
the blacksmith runs for lieutenant 


| governor and personally wallops 
five gangsters as a climax to his 
campaign. 


Musical interruptions are by Lulu- 
belle (known on the air as Lulubelle 
Wiseman) and Scotty (Scotty Wise- 
man in radio); the Vass Family, 
Harold Peary (Gilglersleeve of Fib- 
ber McGee’s radio show) and the 
Simp Phonies. Most of them are 
yanked into the plot with no rhyme 
or reason. ‘Mornin’ on the Farm’ 
by Jack Elliott is the best tune. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., successful as comic 


foil in better pictures, is good as the | 


enterprising campaign manager for 
Stogie McPhee. Latter is played in 
humdrum style by William Demar- 


est. Guinn Williams makes a realis- 
tic village blacksmith despite the | 
silly things he’s asked to do. June) 


Clyde, most recently in several Brit- 
ish-made pictures, is fetching 
Pepper Wilson, sweetheart of the 
politico manager. Lulubelle Wise- 
man shows real possibilities despite 
a tendency to mug, possessing a trim 
voice and personality. Harold Peary 
screens well but has little, to do but 
laugh sneeringly. 

Screenplay by Dorrell and Stuart 


as 


McGowan is as flimsy as Jack Town- | 


Except for Bela Lugosi’s name for 
the marquee, this would-be chiller 
adds up to approximately zero. It’s 
undoubtedly one of the feeblest pic- 
tures of the season. 

Yarn deals with a gimlet-eyed 
gent who goes into homicidal mania 
at the sight of his insane wife, who 
ran away with another man years 
before. Succession of people are 
strangled and an innocent man is 
executed for one of the murders be- 
fore the killer is discovered. Whole 
thing is beyond belief. 

Without going into detai’- of the 
film’s innumerable faults, 
story, characters, dialog, score, light- 
ing, photography and direction all 
terrible. Just one redeeming phase 
about the whole thing—the actors 
play the entire hodge-podge with ad- 
mirable sincerity. No one could be- 
lieve such stuff, but they play it for 
all it’s intended to be, anyway. 

Incidentally, a flaw in the Rialto 
screen is visible whenever a light 
portion of film is projected. It inter- 
mittently destroys illusion. Hobe. 


call the | 





INDICTED IN PTSBC. 


| Pittsburgh, May 13. 

| Louis Goldberg last week was tn- 
| dicated here by a Federal grand jury 
|on charge of using the mails to de- 
| fraud accident insurance companies 
| covering theatres in Pittsburgh. Govy- 


| ernment charges that Goldberg fre- 


/quently pretended to have been in- 
jured by falls on greasy or wet 
floors, by slipping on orange peels 
|}and also with having been hurt by 
| being wedged in the joints of seats, 

Indictment alleges his claims in 
|}most cases were untrue. Postal 
| fraud is. based on fact that he wrote 
letters to an investigator for the in- 
surance concerns in connection with 
his claims. 


i 
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activity in the. Hays organization. 
He heads the eastern Production 
Code Administration and is execu- 
tive assistant to Will Hays. 

By strengthening the industry’s 
voluntary defense committee activity, 
picture executives hope to have the 
liaison with Government defense 
work that will give the film busi- 
ness full representation and ‘satisfy 
Federal executives. Tendency of so 
many people to horn into the de- 
fense setup as far as pictures are 
involved is causing concern because 
many in the trade believe it is ac- 
tually crippling defense efforts. 


Common sense in spotting defense 
subjects and themes is the present 
crying need so as not to flood the 
screen with blah material, experts 
aver. Too much of this haphazard 
defense screen matter is rated as ac- 
tually becoming so irksome that in 
time it might keep people from at- 
tending film theatres, thereby de- 
feating the purpose of these subjects 
—to educate the public regarding the 
nation’s defense effort. 


Military censorship, worked out 
generally several years ago, gradu- 
ally is being invoked with the news- 
reels feeling the brunt thus far. 
However, the newsreel editors be- 
lieve this censorship will be carried 
out better and more sensibly in the 
near future when the industry co- 
ordinates its efforts with the objec- 
tives of the Federal Government. 
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D neademmmnnanedl 
eration system was improved. Plant 
|cost around $70,000 to install and 
new equipment pushed the total up 
to approximately $100,000. Show 
|paced around $18,000. It’s biggest 
one week’s gross was around $55,000, 








1S 


but that was during the holidays 
with additional performances in- 
serted. 

Wirtz arranged salary cuts front 


and back. 


singers 


Six line skaters and three 
were dropped, only princi- 
|pal out being Douglas Nelles. Joe 
Cook dropped out before the show 
returned to the Center. 

Announced that a skating show 
will be put on at Luna Park, Coney 
Island, this summer by Albert John- 
son, who staged ‘American Jubilee’ 
at the World’s Fair. Ice plant of 
‘Winter Wonderland, also a Fair 
show, will probably be used. 











! 
! 
ape? 
| Berlin’s Tunes © 
_———— Continued from page ee 


and Sandrich went to Arrowhead to 
develop the story after first being 
stymied. He’s since returned to New 
York. Besides the score, the story 
| is an original by Berlin, written with 
Crosby, Astaire and Mary Martin 
explicitly in mind. As a 10% 
| partner, he has more than a casual 
authorship interest, hence the accent 
on proper casting. 


At first Astaire was a hurdle be- 
cause of his terms, but that has since 
been ironed out. However, now 
Miss Martin will be unavailable due 
to her expectant motherhood by the 
'time the film goes into work in Oc- 

tober or November. Berlin and the 
| Paramount studio both see an ‘over- 
| night-stardom’ opportunity for some 
| newcomer in the Mary Martin role. 














Hollywood, May 13. 


Fred Astaire, to co-star with’ Bing 
'Crosby in Irving Berlin’s ‘Holiday 
| Inn’ for Paramount, starts May 19 in 
'‘You’ll Never Get Rich’ at Colum- 


| bia. 


| 
| Astaire at Columbia 
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WITHOUT QUESTION THE HILARIOUS LOVE 
D LAUGH FROLIC OF THE YEAR! 
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starring 


JOAN FRANCHOT 


~ BENNETT- TONE 


wih JOHN HUBBARD ¢ EVE ARDEN * WILLIAM TRACY 


Based upon a Cosmopolitan Magazine Story by Jane Allen » Screen play by Harry Segall, Kenneth Earl, Curtis Kenyon 


Sioa by Richord Wattace + Paiva y OMARLES R. ROGERS 
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AFL Orders Probe 


of Film Extras 





Hollywood, May 13. 


; ioati »! through the Central Casting, $81,579 | 
An investigation of the film extras & e ntra suing, ’ : : ; 
_ | by direct studio contact and $25,077/@ week, in spite of the high pay 

|checks collected by a few of the: 


setup in the Screen Actors Guild has 
been ordered by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. William F. Green, 


$375,675 as represented by placement 


in the independent field. 


Those earning more than $200 per 


AFL prexy, in a wire to Harry| month comprised 58 dress extra, 10 


Setup in the Screen Actors Guild to the film literary agents, has 
| 







|| Scripters’ Average 
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resulted in writers taking a heavy, 
loss on yearly intake with average, 


|weekly earnings for the some 700 
scribes registered totaling around $80 


| eve prominent. 
At the present time studios have 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The two suits brought by Charles L. Casanave against Herman Robbins 
and Toby Gruen, executives of National Screen, as well as the counter- 
action brought by Robbins against Casanave, are all to be tried in West- 
chester county. ne 

Appellate Division during the past week upheld the decision of the 
Westchester (N.Y.) supreme court that Casanave had a right to prosecute 
his suits in Westchester, alleging corporate fraud and attempted seizure 
of control of the National’s accessory company. Robbins’ counter-suit, also 
charging fraud and seeking an accounting plus other relief now, also will 
be tried in Westchester though that place of trial was bitterly opposed, 

Herman Bower, of Florida, filed suit yesterday (Tuesday) in N. Y, 





Mayo, chairman of the Extras Ad- Character people, seven cowboys and | federal court against Charles L. Casanave, seeking $18,753 due on a judg- 
visory Council, stated: j= oor ered * Semen secede Ot satgrearesiocd hg raptor secured > Chicago. Plaintiff claims he secured the judgment in 

‘I have requested our representa- | “in Soe hes getline ot te | ject pte ‘4 o0n euas Gente, Out April 1941, but Casanave has refused to pay -. a = = = reps 
tive, Meyer L. Lewis, to confer with up to $3,000 last year. There were!of the 700 writers in town, only|* judgment in N. Y. where Casanave is employed. eo Coca & on 
you, investigate complaint and sub- 268 who earned $1 250; 135 earned up slightly better than 400 are drawing official of National Screen. 
mit report to me. The Green wire to $1,500; and 104 earned $1,750. | pay checks at present, but some of 
wes © reply to one from Mayo Last year was one of the slimmest! those weekly stipends are of a 
sg yer po to appoint a com- for extras since 1933 with earnings healthy size, guaranteed to keep the 
mittee to make an investigation of | falling off $2,529,766. wolf away from the door for quite a 


the Four A’s (Associated Actors and | peried of month. 

Artistes of America) undemocratic K A {)’ 13 W k N t Majority of writing deals handed 
setup whereby the Screen Actors A” § -wee e out now by the studios call for a 
Guild, a branch of the Four A’s gov-| : writer's services on a ete 
erned by 1,100 Class A members, Profit Down $76,000; basis, or at the most, on a 4 
have denied a vote to the rest of | one-picture assignment which wou 








It took 3,400 men in Uncle Sam’s uniforms, 200 fighting planes and a 
troupe of high-priced actors end technicians to make one shot in ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ the Warners picture, at U. S. Naval Air Base, San Diego. Scene 
was filmed in Technicolor, with no chance of a retake. Michael Curtiz, 
director, had the full cooperation of the Navy, which stopped work in every 
hanger Ane machine shop during the shooting. 








Warner Bros. is getting 30-50% for ‘Meet John Doe,’ plus splits, which 
is being marketed separately rather than under the current season's (1940- 
41) contracts. Terms call for 30-50% up to the figure grossed by ‘Fighting 





the membership of approximately 
8,000 members.’ 

Lewis, western director of the 
AFL with headquarters in San Fran- 


cisco, has instructed Aubrey Blair, ing Federal excess profits tax of | 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. declined | 


AFL Hollywood organizer and Lewis 
spokesmen here, to contact Kenneth 
Thomson and other SAG officials 
with reference to the extra com- 
plamt. Guild tops said they had re- 
ceived no official communication 
from the AFL, saw no reason why 
the AFL should be concerned with 
internal affairs in the Guild, and 
that no cognizance would be taken 
of the situation until some official 
word was received. They pointed 
out that the extras themselves voted 
in favor of having the Guild board 
of directors handle their affairs. 

Simultaneously, it was learned 
that the San Francisco local of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
also had complained to the AFL, as 
well as to the national AGVA board 
over the recent national election. 
The members said the methods em- 

loyed during the election in the 

ay City was ‘equivalent to ballot 
stuffing.’ 

Considerable interest is being dis- 
played here as to whether these 
moves mean that the SAG situation 
will be taken up by the AFL Execu- 
tive Council at its meeting in Wash- 
ington next week. Two years ago 
the AFL recommended that the 
Four A’s be organized into one big 
union, but the recommendation 
never got beyond the conversation 
stage. It was claimed the Four A’s 
had been issued international char- 
ters instead of local charters, and 
that only the AFL had authority to 
issue the former. 

Break Down Extra Earnings 

Only 220 extras averaged $150 
monthly last year. The figure rep- 
resents 3.1% of the registered at- 
mospherics. Select group earned 


Keith Corp.’s $135,157 


Net profit after all charges except- 











about $76,000 in the first 13 weeks 
this year as compared with similar 
‘period of 1940. Company net 
‘amounted to $236,679 as against 
| $312,452 in the first 13 weeks last 
year. 

Although profit before provision 
for depreciation and income taxes 
totalled $492,374, as compared with 
$560,532 in corresponding period last 
year, hike in income tax rate from 
118% to 24% resulted in $92,896 be- 
ing set aside as provision for income 
| taxes as compared with only $75,660 
|in 1940. Net profit is equivalent to 
| $3.72 on preferred shares as against 
| $4.86 last year. 
| Net profit of B. F. Keith, another 
RKO subsidiary, also dipped in the 
| first 13 weeks of the year, being 
| $135,157 after providing for all 
,charges excepting Federal excess 
| profits tax as compared with $209,- 
|455 in the 13-week period ended 
March 30, 1940. Profit before depre¢i- 
j}ation and income taxes amounted 
| to. $299,199 as compared with $375,- 
| 280 in the first 13 weeks last year. 

Keith set aside $51,181 for income 
taxes as against $46,050 written off 
in the first 13 weeks last year. 








Lindsley Parsons Signs 
To Produce 3 for Mono 


Hollywood, May 13. 
Lindsley Parsons signed to pro- 
duce three features for Monogram 
| release, beginning with ‘City Limits,’ 
' slated to roll May 17. 





starting June 3, and ‘Sweet Sixteen,’ 
going before the cameras June 20. 








| New York Theatres | 














2ND WEEK 


“THE WAGONS ROLL 
AT NIGHT” 


A New Warner Bros. Picture—wijth 
HUMPHREY BOGART - SYLVIA SIDNEY 
JOAN LESLIE - EDDIE ALBERT 
In on VICTOR McLAGLEN 
TOMMY TUCKER and His Orch. 


Ss T R A N D BROADWAY 


AND 47th STREET 





ORSON WELLES 


Other two are ‘Isle of Lost Men,’ | 


run anywheres from three weeks up, 
until a chore could be completed, or 
the maximum number of weeks 
| guaranteed had been reached. Such 
'a method of doing business has re- 
sulted in considerable writing-off of 
studio overhead, but the agents who 
were formerly able to set a client on 
a nice fat ticket running for a period 
of months and then sit back and col- 
lect 10% aren't in favor. It is now 
necessary for them to get out and 
hustle to stir up interest and jobs 
for the writers on their list. 


As usual Metro registered the 
highest number of writers employed, 
both of long and short term con- 
tracts and week-to-week. Check 
at studio reveals that 95 writers are 
enjoying Metro paychecks, or around 
25% more than the average figure 
employed. Of these, 44 are work- 
ing week-to-week, 41 on term pacts, 
and 10 on the short-termers, Large 
crew is necessary to handle the 55 
stories currently going through the 
preparation mill. 


Quota Topped at 20th 


20th-Fox, with a total of 53 
writers on 41 stories, is running well 
ahead of its usual quota. Of this 
total 16 scribes are on term pacts, 
while company’s usual average is 
around 42 writers. Check of Colum- 
bia’s writer list puts that plant at 
what is just about an all time high— 
46 scribblers on 31 stories, of whom 
14 enjoy term deals while the bal- 
ance are doing their time week-to- 
week. 


Warners checks off 45 writers and 
39 stories being prepared, of which 
25 are on term contracts. Normal 
employment usually runs around 17 
with term pacts, and eight on a 
week-to-week basis. Paramount re- 
ports a total of 42 writers and 28 
stories, or about 25% above normal. 
Fourteen of these are holding down 
term pact. 





that studio has 41 writers busy on 
32 stories, but only one writer, Felix 
Jackson, under a term contract. Re- 
public, with none on other than a 
week-to-week basis, is currently em- 
ploying 32 writers on 24 stories, 
while the studio average is around 28 
usually working. RKO is now at 
peak for number of writers, having 


69th,’ after which there is 1% of film rental for every 3% increase in the 
take. Where the theatre did not play ‘69th,’ some other film is used as the 
basis for the split. 





Gin rummy is a headache to studio flacks, not because they play it them- 
selves but because the actors think of nothing else between picture takes. 
It was customary, before the epidemic, to catch players between scenes for 
interviews, still shots and whatnot, but not now. Pulling an actor out of a 
gin rummy session is harder than puMing his molars. ; 





WB’s ‘The Wagons Roll at Night,’ to be nationally released May 25, is a 
remake of ‘Kid Galahad,’ made by the same studio and released in 1937. 
The only switches are in the title and changing the juve lead in the Francis 
Wallace story from the original fighter to a present-day lion tamer. The 
very same farm house set was apparently used in both pictures. 


Universal's situation is unique in; 





Harry Sherman is taking advantage of weather conditions on location 


at Lone Pine to shoot backgrounds for three pictures at time. 


While pro- 


ducing ‘Secret of the Wastelands’ Sherman is filming footage for ‘Sheik 


of Buffalo Butte’ and “Timber Wolves,’ all ‘Hopalong Cassidys.’ 


Triple 


play saves the expense of three separate location jaunts. 





Magazines and newspaper syndicates are flooding RKO with requests 
for art on Gloria Swanson, who is returning to films in ‘Father Takes a 


Wife.’ 


To date the studio has had 22 interviews stressing the idea that the 


re-glorified star can hold her own with the new glamour girls. 





Joelson and Local 306 
To Arbitrate Ops Scale 


Involved in a dispute over what 
scale shall obtain for operators in 
the Consolidated Amusement chain 
following acquisition of the theatres 
by Julius Joelson, Local 306 of New 
York has submitted the matter to 
arbitration. Union, of which Joe 
Basson is president, went before 
Judge Ferdinand Pecora in N. Y. su- 
preme court, who appointed Harry 
C. Kane to act as arbiter. 


Kane is attorney for the Guggen- 
heim Crime Prevention Committee, 
and, following a preliminary meeting 
during the past week to lay the 
groundwork for arbitration of the 
controversy between Joelson and 
306, has scheduled the first hearing 
for Friday (16). 


Consolidated circuit, numbering 18 
houses in Greater New York and 
now operated by J. J. Theatres, Inc., 
set up by Joelson on taking over, 
wants the scale that is called for un- 
der the Independent Theatre Own- 
ers Assn. contract. which varies con- 





siderably in accordance with seating | 


26 busy on 21 stories and only two 
with term contracts. Usual writer 








Starts Thurs.: The 
New Hit—Directed 
by George Cukor of 
‘Phila. Story’ fame. 
Joan 


CRAWFORD 6 


Clot Street 
Melvyp 
DQUGLAS 


Breeéwar 


‘A WOMAN'S FACE’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Last Times Wed. 
Mickey 
TRACY - ROONEY 
Oxs TOW 
BOYS TOWN” 
in Person 


John BOLES 
SALICI Puppets 


NOT LOVE” 


In Persen 
Dick STABILE & Ore. 
Ethel SHUTTA & 
Henry ARMETTA 














GABRIEL PASCAL, Producer of 
“Pygmalien,” presents 
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW’S 


“MAJOR BARBARA” 
Starring WENDY HILLER 
All Seats 30e te | p. m. 


A 8 T oO R At + > , Continuous 
‘ perf’s. night shows. 
B'way & 45th Doors epen 9:30 a. a. 
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3 Joel McCREA In Person 
Elien DREW ALVINO REY 

. — as and Band 

‘ Reaching KING SISTERS 

M for the Sun” | JACK LEONARD 

‘s AParamountPicture | EDDIE BRACKEN 
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MUSIC HALL 


“THE DEVIL 
AND MISS JONES” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














load on the lot is from 12 to 15. 


In the independent field Samuel 
Goldwyn and Edward Small, both 
United Artists producers, hold deals 
with a total of 16 writers. Goldwyn 
has nine working on five stories, but 
Only one under a term deal. Small 
has a total of seven employed on five 
stories, but none with long term 
pacts, Alexander Korda counts off | 
| three writers and three stories; Hal 
| Roach has five busy on five forth- 
|coming pictures. Walter Wanger, 
|'two writers and two stories, Sol 
| Lesser, one and one, 


Influx From the East 

Influx of scribblers from New 
York to the Coast has also turned to’ 
a mere trickle, although if Para-| 
mount carries through with its plans | 
there will still be a number of such | 
| jobs open to those who can qualify. | 
|Studio plans engaging a number of, 
| promising writers to build a list for 
the development of future talent. 
Of the eastern typewriter pushers 
who are sent to the Coast it is the 
exception, rather than the rule, 
when one gets more than a six-week 
trial contract. Selling of eastern 
newspapermen to the studios, has, as 
a result, become far more difficult. 
Those writers who show promise are 
unwilling to go Coastward on a short 
term basis and those willing to make 
the jaunt are usually considered un- 











suited for screen writing. 





| capacity, run, etc. 
In view of the fact that 306 always 


had a separate deal with the Con- | 


solidated circuit at higher scale than 
under the ITOA contract, it insists 
that there be no change. It will be 
for the arbitrator in the case to de- 
cide which scale shal] prevail. 

Operator members of 306 are con- 
tinuing in the Consolidated houses at 
the old scale pending a decision in 
the matter. 





Loew’s Meeting Routine 





Only routine business was trans- 


acted at the regular monthly meet- | 


ing of Loew’s directorate Wednesday 
(7). 
pass on any dividend action. 
Loew’s board of directors is sched- 
uled to act on the common divvy 
at the June meeting. Company al- 
reedy has paid 50c this year which 
maintains the usual $2 annual rate. 





e 
RKO’S LEGAL SHIFTS 

Harry M. Pimstein, formerly attor- 
ney with RKO Radio Pictures, has 
been shifted to-the theatre division 
and will work under Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum management. 

Coincident with this shift, Phil 
Stern has joined KAO as an attor- 
ney. Stern was on the RKO legal 
staff some time ago. 


Session this month was not to | 


Wis. and Minn. 
Indies to Meet 
Jomtly June 4 


Milwaukee, May 13, 


In an effort to bring harmony into 
|a situation that for years has pre- 
vented the fullest cooperation be- 
tween Wisconsin and Minnesota inde- 
'pendents, exhibs from both states 
will gather for a regional meeting 
| June 4 in Chippewe Falls, Wis. Buy- 
ing, promotion and legislative prob- 
lems are all expected to be brought 
nearer to solution under plans being 
| worked out for the joint confab. 


| Difficulties in the past have arisen 
from the fact that many exhibs in 
|northwestern Wisconsin have been 
served out of Minneapolis and their 
own interests lay largely in thet 
direction. Other Wisconsin showmen 
| were served out of Milwaukee, and, 
while there has been no hostility be- 
|tween the groups, there has been a 
lack of unity in many cases where it 
would have been to the advantage of 
both to work together closely. 


Boards of directors of both the 
Minnesota and Wisconsin indie asso- 
ciations will attend the Chippewa 
Falls meeting, together with many 
individual exhibs from the territory. 
One plan to be passed upon by the 
meeting for ultimate ratification by 
the two organizations calls for ex- 
hibs’ split membership in both 
groups, dues to be no more than at 
present but divided equally between 
the two state associations so mem- 
bers will have en active voice both 
ways. 

Legislative influence is expecied to 
be greatly extended by this move. 


Con.’s $174,379, 3-Mo. Net 


| Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
net consolidated earnings amounted 
| to $174,379 in the first three months 
beeen year ended March 31. This is 
|equivalent to 43%c per preferred 
share or at the rate of about $1.74 
per year. Report shows company 
income is approximately the same 
as in 1940. 
| Consolidated is a heavy stockhold- 
er in Republic Pictures and is re- 
ceiving a considerable portion of its 
, income from the film company at the 
| present time. 
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oT. LOUIS BLUES. 


DESCEND ON NAB 


(Continued from page 1) 

he Government has expressed an 

terest. 

Following this ASCAP action, Mu- 
tual also dominated the second big 
question of the convention, the re- 
ent FCC orders, by boldly praising 

e regulatory body. StephenT. Early, 





secretary to President Roosevelt, ad- | 


essed a letter to Alfred J. Mc- 
ren chairman of Mutual, which 


represented a sensational develop- | 


ment, and gave further spotlighting 


to the youngest network. On White ‘after a brief interval, will cool 


House stationery under date of May 
9, this was the message: 
Dear AI: 

The President, who has been 
slightly indisposed for the past 
few days, has asked me to thank 
you and Mr. Macfarlane [W. E. 
Macfarlane, prez of MBS] in his 
name for your fine telegram of 
May 7. 

The President feels when two 
executives with such important 
interests at stake can view a 
situation with such detachment, 
there is every prospect of find- 
ing a just and equitable solution. 
He wants you and Mr. Macfar- 
laiie to know that he greatly ap- 
preciates the conciliatory spirit 
which prompted your message. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Steve. 
That Mutual has done itself a lot 
of good can hardly be denied. Its 
prestige is at a new peak. It is the 
dominant force within the conven- 
tion, regardless of what may happen 
between now and the Thursday (15) 
night banquet. 
Ironic Circumstances 


Meantime, the National Association | 


of Broadcasters is holding its 19th 
annual convention at the New Jef- 
erson hotel here under an ironic 
eircumstance, namely: 
At a time when the industry 
has just been jarred as never be- 
fore by one branch of the Gov- 
ernment (the FCC) it is being 
invited and warned to cooperate 
generously with other branches 
of the Government (the Army, 
the Navy, the Treasury, etc.). 
Not the least of the oddities of 
this present gathering is the picture 
of a large roomful of station and net- 
work broadcasters listening to the 
yoice and the message of James L. 
Fly, chairman of the FCC and a 
man who obviously does not share 
the broadcasters’ conception of their 
Own guiltlessness. 

The radio industry is, of course, 


more or less reconciled to taking | 


orders from the Government in con. 
nection with the worid crisis. That 
financial sacrifices, loss of some ac- 
counts through manufacturing ‘pri- 
orities’ situations, and increasingly 
numerous requisitions of choice 
evening time are likely is accepted 
as inescapable. Far from any 
luctance to accept its full war-time 
responsibility, broadcasting appre- 
ciates that it is its good luck as 
well as duty to be conspicuous in 
public affairs and national defense, 
Uncle Sam Everywhere 

Nevertheless it is evident from the 
mood and the comment of many 
N.A.B. members here in St. Louis 
that their enthusiasm for the Gov- 
ernment is strained a bit. It is part 
of the news background of the 19th 
convention that Uncle Sam is all 
things (good and bad) to all broad: 
Casters (large and small) and that 
the chief speakers before the con- 
vention are either Government 
spokesmen. 

The St. Louis convention is prob- 
ably going to spend its time and 
strength grappling with the Govern- 
ment issues and the interlacing issue 
of ASCAP. For this reason an effort 
wiil be made either openly on the 
floor or through committee recom- 
Mendation that a second convention 
comprising program directors of sta- 
tions be celled in order to consider 
and work out plans for broadcasting 
Policy on national defense programs, 
including the looming dilemma of 
priorities’ for Army, Navy, Treasury, 
Red Cross, et al. 

One group is strongly urging upon 
broadcasters the imperative need for 
them to voluntarily organize to an- 


monopoly report. With few 





filiates surveyed expressed themselves as not 
\liking the demanded changes in network reg- 
ulations, and that they will support any reso- 
lution opposing the report which is introduced 


at the convention tomorrow 
‘but they still felt that NBC 


adjust their differences with the FCC. 
_ Minority of the affiliates declared they fa- 
_vored the networks fighting the FCC’s latest 


| 


| temporary injunction stage. 


| rules to the bitter end, even as it seemed to 
them that litigation might not get beyond the 
In the viewpoint 


RADIO WILL GO ON 


St. Louis, May 13. 
Round-up of reaction among operators of 
network-affiliated stations attending the NAB 
convention disclosed that a majority were not 
too upset by the implications of the FCC’s 





exceptions, af- 


(Wednesday), 
and Columbia, 
off and try to 


measures, 


MILLER CHALLENGES 


























of the majority, the hardships that the change- 
over will entail won’t be so onerous as to make 
local station operation too complicated or un- 
profitable, any more than has happened in the 
case of other industries such as coal, utilities, 
oil and commercial credits, which have in time 
been forced, even after battle, to accept stiff 
governmental regulation. 
casterg declared that they would be amenable 
to the demand for revisions in network rela- 
tions if only they were sure it were not the 
prelude to more restrictive and tougher measures. 





FLY 


—— 


“COV'T BOGEY' 


OTTO FLARE UP 


St. Louis, May 13. 
Chairman James L. Fly, of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, appeared before the Opening 








These same broad- 





MILLER OBTAINS 
NAB. BOARD 
APPROVAL 








Fe- | 


St. Louis, May 18. 


; NAB board met. Monday night 


,and voted 24—1 approving Neville 
Miller’s various actions on copyright 
and monopoly issues and extending 
his tenure of office to July 1, 1944. 
| It is expected that on Thursday (15) 
an effort will be made to obtain a 
salary boost to $35,000 annually for 
him. Fred-Weber, of Mutual, cast 
the sole negative vote on the whole 
_question of endorsing Miller since 
the endorsement seemed to him a 
criticism of Mutual’s behavior. 

It is likely that stockholders of 
Mutual may resign from the trade 


association in resentment of the| 
critical attitude of other broad- 
casters. John Gillin, of WOW, 
Omaha, at board meeting, asked 


Weber if he had a private under- 
standing with ASCAP and also said 


Weber had let the industry down. | many networks at the same time. 


Weber read into the record the ad- 
vice of Mutual attorneys and also 
again raised the question of the 
NAB board’s right to criticize Mu- 
tual for acting in its own right ac- 
cording to its own lights. 

Edward Klauber agreed that the 
copyright problem at this stage 
should not be discussed by the NAB 
board, since ‘certain people had 


| visited the Department of Justice.’ | 


Late Monday the NAB press section 

| handed out a quotation from a let- 
iter written by Alfred McCosker to 
Miller protesting Miller’s statements 
on Mutual actions. 

KSO, Des Moines, and WMT, 
Davenport, both Mutual, but also 
Blue and Columbia respectively, an- 
nounced taking out ASCAP network 
licenses through Mutual. Both sta- 


tions are Cowles-owned 

ticipate and—as far as possible— 
control the emergency program and 
time apparatus of the near future 
As with so many other pending or 


41 


possible probrems of the N.A.B., the 
late start—Tuesday !s the official 
opener instead of Monday as tradi- 
tionally—complicates the news-re- 
porting task for VarieTy with its 
Tuesday afternoon deadline in New 
York City. 


Uncertainty Casts Pall 
As delegates gathered Monday 


(12) the industry’s wide uncertainty 
as to the future was evident in the 
Blue affiliates most conspicuously, 
and in their station sales reps’ only 
less conspicuously. Broadcasters 
were inclined to brand as 


body would concern itself as a friend 
of the industry against the regula- 
tory body. There was considerable 
private lobby criticism of the broad- 
casting industry’s backwardness in 
organizing its audience and friends 
so that in a crisis such as this 
something could be done. 


ASCAP News 


Just prior to the NAB con- 
vention Mutual and ASCAP 
signed, but NBC and CBS state 
they -want ‘better’ terms, Mean- 
time, BMI is reviging its rates. 

This and other ASCAP and 
BMI news on Page 43 in the 
Music Section. 





Increased Cost of 
Operation Seen by 
Hedges for Future 





|Gold Room of the 


wishful | 
thinking any hope that Congress as a 


St. Louis, May 18. 


Some 250 affiliates of NBC met 


Sunday night from 8 to 10 in the 
Jefferson hotel 


ito hear discussions by NBC execu- 


tives on-the possible meaning of 


|changes ordered by FCC. William 


Hedges dwelt at length on the me- 
chanical confusion resulting from 
stations having commitments. to 


Hedges informed the affiliates of 
the heavy telephone line switchover 
charges, and the probable need to 
hire more engineers and personnel 
to handle the traffic problem on 
programs. He also predicted a great 
increase inydead air and missed cues, 
and the probable loss of station- 
break announcements now accomo- 
dated by the 20 second lull. 

Niles Trammell presided at 
meeting. 

Judge A. L. Ashby briefly out- 
lined some legal aspects of contracts 
and relationships under the new 
rules, assuming they become law. 
Edgar Kobak, sales manager of the 


the 


Blue, provided the ‘we’re not down- | 


hearted’ note 


However, affiliates were quite ob- | 


viotsly displeased that NBC brought 
them no plan of action or concrete 


- f , 
noint (8) \ eV 
pVill A vi V 


WLS Reported Set 
| To Acquire WENR; 


Cowles Eye WCCO 





Chicago, May 13. 
A report germinated by the FCC 
situation is that station WLS, owned 
by the Prairie Farmer, hopes at long 
last to solve its time sharing prob- 
lem by buying WENR from NBC. 





WCCO Rumor 
Minneapolis, May 13. 
Following the FCC orders of a 
week ago, it is reported here that 
the Cowles group may buy WCCO 


from Columbia. Cowles now have a! 


local newspaper in addition to radio 


stations in Des Moines and Daven-| 
other satin | 


port, plus their 


| properties. 


+ 





BACKING F.C. 
ACTIONS? 


Washington, May 13. 
Question of President Roose- 
velt’s attitude toward the FCC 
crackdown efforts was further 
complicated today when White 
House Secretary Stephen T. 
Early declared his own response 
to the telegram from Mutual 
chiefs was ‘only a polite ac- 
knowledgement’ and in no way - 
a statement of administration 
policy. He did not say whether 
the Chief Executive approved 
of the anti-monopoly rules or 
was aware in advance of Com- 
mission intentions, or gave the 
green light. 


Early announced he has tele- 
graphed Lowell Mellett, head of 
Office of Government Reports, 
to advise the N.A.B. Convention 
that the President has not ex- 
pressed any policy on the reform 
rules. The wire to Mellett ob- 
viously was designed to counter 
reported Mutual efforts to spread 
the idea that the President 
favors the regulatory blitz. 

Hitting at a yarn in today’s New 
York Times, Early denied his 
letter has destroyed industry 
hope for relief from Commish 
regulations, but gave no clue 
where Mr. Roosevelt stands or 
what the present status of Mark 
Ethridge is. Attempt to clarify 
the situation (which still leaves 
industry people wondering if the 
Commish majority had _ White 
House sanction) was result of in- 
quiries by Al Warner, CBS com- 








| and 


mentator. 

In his wire to Mellett, Early 
directly slapped Mutual by re- 
questing broadcasters be advised 
‘I deeply regret that such use of 
the letter is being made by its 
recipients or their agents.’ 

Washington, May 13. 


Radio industry pulse-feelers still 


cannot tell their friends whethe! 
| President Roosevelt favors the death 
sentence served on the networks last 
week by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, Nothing indica- 


tive has come from the White House, 
meanwhile Mark Ethridge 
(WHAS), solicited to be an expert 
adviser, holds a large, empty bag. 
Whether the President had any 
detailed knowledge of what the 
F.C.C. majority was about to do is 
the town’s biggest mystery. Indus- 


'try people feel sure the President 


was unaware of the effect and nature 
of the ‘reform’ rules. But sophisti- 
cates can’t explain how the Comnfish 
would take such drastic action un- 
less the White House gave a green 
light. Particularly in view of the 
Ethridge situation. 

There is one possible explanation, 
though nobody professes to know 

(Continued on page 29) 


session of the 19th annual National 
Association of Broadcasters conven- 
| tion this morning (Tuesday) to say 
'that while certain regulatory prin- 
| ciples were fixed with regard te 
public interest, all matters of ‘means, 


It was also their belief that broadcasters | ™¢thods and timing are flexible.’ 
might as well not only reconcile themselves to 
smaller profits, but realize immediately that 
with more intense competition looming, they 
will have to apply themselves far more stren- 
uously to getting new business and keeping 
what accounts they have. 


PUZZLE: IS FDR. 


| He gave unmistakable evidence 
| that he is ‘grimly determined’ to 
keep radio away from either govern. 
ment ownership under the one ex- 
treme, or domination by two or 
| three great management groups on 
| the other. He charged that some 
| ‘men, to divert attention from the 
| fact of monopolistic control in their 
| hands, conjure up insistently the 
bogey man of government operation.’ 
Following Fly’s speech, which was 
bony third of four in a»panel on radio 
in national detense, NAB President 
Neville Miller stepped in as chair- 
man of the meeting to say that he 
felt that the Commission chairman's 
remarks should not be allowed to 
pass ‘entirely unchallenged.’ Mil- 
ler asserted that the government 
also used bogey men to hide its real 
purposes and declared that broad- 
‘casters are as patriotic as anyone 
in or out of the government. 
Miller Draws Applause 
The wave of applause for Miller’s 
| parenthetic comment created pos- 
sibly the most sensational episode 
|; ever to occur at any NAB conven- 
| tion in the presence of a member 
of the Commission. Miiller’s attack 
| and the reaction of the audience 
| caused the FCC chairman to color 
| up. It was an incident that obvious- 
| ly gave many broadcasters*‘a vica- 
but it also alarmed 





{rious thrill, 
others. 

During the question period not a 
single query was addressed to Fly. 


Only Lincoln Dellar, of KFSO, San 


| Francisco, asked Commander H. R. 


Thurber, of the Navy, a routine 
question whether radio stations could 
assume that Navy stories coming 


|over the wire ticker might be re- 


garded as sufficiently checked in an 
official sense. Thurber replied that 
such an assumption should not be 


made at the present time. Major 
Genera] Robert Richardsea of the 
Army, and Lowell Mellett, of the 


| Office of Government Reports, were 


other participants 
panel. 

Only other: significant action this 
morning was a breakfast meeting of 


in the morning 


| the Independent Radio Network Af- 


filiates, at which it was voted not to 
make any recommendations as to 
the position the IRNA should take 
regarding the FCC’s monopoly re- 
port, but to have the whole issue 
thrown into discussion at one of the 
regular sessions of the full NAB 
convention. 


WALLACE ADDRESSES 
N.A.B. VIA TELEPHONE 


St. Louis, May 13. 

NAB program committee received 
word Monday (12) afternoon that 
Vice-President Henry Wallace would 
be unable to attend the convention, 
but he would have to make his 
scheduled speech to the convention 
this morning (Tuesday) by tele- 
phone wire. Reason he gave was 
that a vote on an important issue 
was pending and he didn’t want to 
get burned, as happened a couple of 
months ago on the Argentine beef 
amendment. 

Wallace had also accepted an invi- 


_tation from Mutual to be guest at a 


cocktail party it tossed this after- 
noon (Tuesday) and some delegates 
speculated whether Wallace’s de- 
cision was influenced by a suggestion 
that his presence at the Mutual 
gathering might prove: embarrassing 
to NBC and Columbia in the light of 
Mutual’s moves in the ASCAP and 
FCC monopoly report issues. 
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Senator White Calls for ICC Probe 
Of Network Anti-Monopoly Rules 





vr 


Washington, May 13. 
Senator Wallace Kk. White, Jr., 
of Maine, today (Tuesday) called 
for an _ Interstate Commerce 
Committee investigation of the 
following points surrounding the 


recent Federal Communications 
Commission’s anti - monopoly 
rules: 


1) Their probable effect upon 
the broadcast system and net- 
work organizations; 2) their 
Probable effects on the quality 
of programs; 3) whether the 
rules give the F.C.C. supervisory 
control of programs, business 
management, or policies of either 
stations or networks; 4) whether 
they will adversely affect the 
broadcast structure and service; 
5) whether they are a threat to 
free speech; and 6) whether they 
contribute to Government owner- 
ship and operation of radio, or 
tend to make radio stations com- 
mon carriers. 


Except for White, there was no 
sign of any immediate intervention 
on Capitol Hill. Other law-makers 
were deeply interested, but nobody 
on either side was inclined to come 
into the open. 


The minority report last week at- 
tracted considerable attention from 
both sides. A number of legislators 
felt the Case-Craven viewpoint was 
soundest; many others thought the 
dissenters were protecting monopoly. 
Curiously, neither side in the F.C.C. 
split was publicly praised or damned 
by anybody in Congress. On the 


whole, it looks as if the law-makers | 


want to find out which is the most 
popular side of the tiff, and more 
importantly, where the White House 
stands. 

Sen. Wheeler's Stand 


Senator Burton K. Wheeler, chair- 
man of the Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee, conferred with 
Senator White Monday (12), but 


afterwards indicated he is far more | 


concerned about the war situation 
than about radio. Previously he has 
rapped the Commish for not taking 
action to break up the alleged 
monopoly and has seemed sympa- 
thetic to the complaints of Mutual 
Broadcasting System. Sometimes, 
though, he has looked askance at the 
regulators’ claims that they have all- 
Sweeping power. Wheeler 
doubiedly the most infiuential of the 
various solons interested in radio 
matters, but has fingers in so many 
other pies it is doubtful whether he 
can find time to give much thought 
to network regulation now. 

On the House side, silence also 
was the case. Only Representative 
Richard B. Wigglesworth, Massa- 
chusetts Republican, had much to 
say. The Bay Stater, who fired rocks 


at the Commish only a few days be- | 


fore the report came out, sarcasti- 
cally repeated he was interested in 
knowing what the regulators think 


about levying a tax on ‘the people | 


who make tremendous profits’ out 


of using the ether under cost-free | 


permits. 





United Press Sends Big 
Group to N.A.B. Conclave 


Meeting of United Press executives 
was held in New York last week in 
advance of tie National Assn. of 
Broadcasters’ annual convention in 
St. Louis. Edwin Moss Williams, 
vice-president and _ general sales 
manager, and A. F. Harrison, radio 
sales manager, reviewed UP 


lined plans for the future. 

UP representatives at the St. Louis 
gathering include Hugh Baillie, pres- 
ident; Williams and Harrison, 
Thomas R. Curran, central division 
manager, Chicago; Jacques D’Ar- 
mand, southwestern division man- 
ager, Kansas City; Stanley Whitaker, 
southern division manager, Atlanta; 
Jack Bisco, assistant business man- 
ager, New York; and business repre- 
sentatives Mims Thomason, Chicago, 
and S. D. Hales, Kansas City. 





Halsey Barrett to WHBI 


Halsey Barrett has. been named 
assistant manager and sales man- 
ager of WHBI, Newark. He was 
previously sales promotion manager, 
and later salesman, for WNEW, New 
York. 


Newark airer is currently opening 
an office in Manhattan, and plug- 


is un- | 


| affiliate contract forces him to ac- 





ging itself as a test station. 


Not So Liberal 


New television rules aren’t as 
liberal as they first seemed. The 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission digest indicated the 15- 
hour-a-week minimum _ operat- 
ing schedule could be filled as 
the proprietor saw fit. 

Actual regulations specify, 
however, that every video plant 
must be on the air two hours 
daily six days a week, between 
2 p.m. and 11 p.m. And for five 
of the six days, the picture pro- 
ducer must function at least one 
hour (of the two) between 7:30 
and 10:30 p.m. 


SPECULATIO 
ON FCC AND 
AT.&T. 


Speculation persists in broadcast- 
ing industry circles as to the status) 
of the American Telephone & Tele-| 
graph Co. relevant to the FCC. | 
Neither the premilinary report on 
the ‘monopoly’ investigation, nor the | 
proposed rules, nor the final set of | 
| regulations said anything about the 
tu 2% ae 

And yet, when the Commission 
originally set cut to draft a monop- 
| Oly report, it was almost openly 
stated that the A. T. & T. was going 
| to be one of the villains in the piece. 
Subsequently, however, NBC and 
CBS were assigned to the role, and 
ithe A. T. & T. got by with nary a 
| mention. 

In 1939, last year for which figures 
; are available, the three major webs 
| forked over more than $5,000,000 to 
the phone company for wire lines 

(exclusive of ribbons to the trans- 
| mitters). Speculators now want to 
know what the FCC will do if and 
when the current chains are whittled 
| down, and some new webs start com- 
ing in. 
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Convention 


St. Louis, May 13. 
All members of the NAB wearing 
| badges prominently marked BMI in 
red. 





Veteran staff members of the trade 
association took 185 registrations by 


Sunday (11) night as indicative of | Publishing and exploiting BMI num- | be 


| the total probable registration of 800 
at the convention. 





Bob Rosenwald, of Plough Chemi- 
cal, and Clark Brown, of Lake Spiro | 
Sherman agency, both of Memphis, | 
| in attendance. 
|. ean 

Charles Gaines, secretary and pro- | 
gram manager of World Broadcast- | 
ing, attending his. first NAB. con- 
vention after 10 years in business. | 
Al Sambrook and Pat Campbell, of | 
same company, also here. Standard, 
Langworth, NBC and Columbia also 
operating demonstrations for broad- 
casters, 


radio | 
activities during the year and out- | 





Owen Uridge, P. M. Thomas, M. R. | 
Mitchell and William Alfa represent- | 
ing WJR, “etroit, while Gene Carr, 
John Patt and R. Pierce here for 
| sister station WGAR, Cleveland. Leo 
| Fitzpatrick arriving later. 





Walter Bloeser, who has spent last 
three years in preliminary work on 
new style of advertising insertion | 
in newspaper station listings, is at | 
convention. 





L. B. Wilsun complaining he wired 
a gag to a Columbia exec and it ap- 
peared in print not only attributed to | 
someone else but the gag was mu- | 
tiliated. Says nothing in his CBS 





cept such conditions. 





Sales promotion display for sta- 
tions proved disappointment to 
broadcasters and other interested 
groups. Crowded into cramped 





| tion. 





quarters, with too many displays too 





Scherwin on Commercials 


St. Louis, May 18. 

Horace Scherwin, of the Spector 
agency, was ‘special guest speaker 
before the sales managers’ group of 
| the N.A.B., which held closed session 
| Monday (12) morning. 

Scherwin. a leader in qualitative 
‘radio research, discussed radio 
commercials. 


Vic Ratner Leaves CBS 
_ For Lord & Thomas, N.Y.; 








Chums Hand Him Watch 





Victor M. Ratner, director of Sales 
'Promotion at the Columbia Broad- 
‘casting System, suddeniy resigned 
|last Wednesday (7) and will go to 
‘the Lord & Thomas agency in New 
York. «His secretary at CBS, Ruth 


| Brown, will probably follow him to 
L&T in a month or so. Paul Kesten, 
boss and longtime colleague of Rat- 
ner, issued a statement of regret. 
Ratner has been with CBS over 10 
years. 

Temporarily, Dr. Frank Stanton 
will supervise the sales promotion 
directorship as well as the research 
‘directorship. Sudden decision of 
| Ratner forced Stanton to cancel his 
intended participation in the N.A.B. 
convention at St. Louis this week. 

At an intimate company farewell 





‘to Ratner, hastily arranged for last 


Friday, Stanton on behalf of Rat- 
ner’s fellow-workers presented him 
with a gold watch. 


Mildred Fenton to Bates 





| Mildred Fenton, script editor and 


writer contact for the New York 
office of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
joins the Ted Bates agency next 
week as head of daytime radio and 
director of scripts and casting. 

She will also act as general assist- 
ant to Jack Runyon, the agency’s 
radio head. 





Affiliates Faithful — Rosenbaum 
St. Louis, May 13. 
Sam Rosenbaum, of WFIL, Phila- 
delphia, on behalf of NBC affiliated 
stations, said he believed they would 
all string along with the network 
once the latter decided upon any 
reasonable course of action. 


Cross-Talk 


+++, 
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, much alike and not seen to best ad- 
|vantage. Most notable display is 
| large panel outside room for Broad- 
|cast Music. This includes miniature 

motion pictures photographed in 
| BMI offices showing the various 
| steps in selecting, smoothing, editing, 


| bers. 





Gags around new Jefferson hotel 
|lobby are playing up the FCC rules 
|and expected changes. One Colum- 
bia official kiddingly introduced him- 
self as from the ‘Columbia Advertis- 
ing Agency.’ 





Joe Miller, of the NAB, supervis- 
ing the press room for the conven- 
This is new policy of the as- 
sociation, as is the free admission to 
all events open for the press. 
25 trade and other journalists were 
expected to cover the doings. Sun- 
day (11) meetings on Mutual-ASCAP 


negotiations were extensively re- 
| ported by wire services. 
Julio Barata, of Brazil, and Glenn 


3annerman, of Canada, are guests of 
the NAB. Barata heads Brazil’s de- 
partment of information and Ban- 
nerman is the Canadian equivalent 
of Neville Miller. 





Another innovation at this con- 
vention wcy the preparation of \the 
advance registration list of broad- 
casters. 





KSD, St. Louis, invited’ all NBC 


affiliates and executives to cocktails 


today (Tuesday) at the home of 
Joseph Pulitzer. 





Abe Schechter, of NBC, and Paul 
White, of CBS, both here for stunt 
news demonstrations for the conven- 
tion. 





L. B. Wilson and Glenn Snyder, 
perennial convention tomboys, 


(Continued on page 27) 


D. of J. Silently Mulls ‘Monopoly’ 
Data; No Immediate Action Seen 





Cheerful Note 





St. Louis, May 13. 

A considerable number of Ca- 
nadian broadcasters ,turned out 
for this NAB session. Notably 
present were E. A. Weir and 
J. A. Dupont of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.; Harry Sedg- 
wick of CFRB, Toronto, and 
Glenn Bannerman, head of the 
Canadian Association of Broad- 
casters. 

Canadian contingent was able 
to give its U. S. colleagues some 
first-hand dope on the effects of 
tighter Government control of 
broadcasting. Not a few NAB 
members saw a ray of sunshine 
in the fact that Canadian radio 
biz, for all its restrictions, has 
been prospering as never before 
during the past year. 


NBC BLUE MAY 
BECOME A 
(0-0P 


—- 


St. Louis, May 83. 
Ultimate fate of the NBC Blue 
Network is the subject of endless 
conjecture at the N.A.B. conven- 
tion here. One movement that may 


gain momentum is for present af- 
filiates of the Blue to combine co- 
operatively in the manner of Mutual 
to take over the system. It is fig- 
ured that Washington would look 
sympathetically upon such a devel- 
opment rather than have an invest- 
ment syndicate float stock to finance 
a buy of the network. 

Edgar Kobak, vice-president in 
charge of sales, has assured stations 
they have less cause for worry ac- 
tually than either the Red or Colum- 
bia, which have more to lose. Since 
the FCC orders, the Blue has closed 





new program based on ‘Business 
Week’ material using 20 Blue sta- 
tions, starting this Thursday (15). 
Move for self-protection in an- 
ticipation of enforcement by the 
FCC of its new network rules has 
already been made by severel sta- 
tions. NBC has been advised by 
| these that they were addressing let- 
ters to networks, giving notice that 
their contracts would expire as of 
Aug. 1, And they would appreciate 
|starting negotiations for a new 
agreement. Such effiliates have their 
licenses coming up for. renewal 
| within that interim and they want to 
in the position of showing the 
FCC that they have undertaken to 
‘conform with new rules. 
i; KSO, Des Moines, which has been 
in the middle of negotiations for a 
new contract with NBC for the Blue, 





with General Electric to sponsor a |} 


+ POE a es am 
Washington, May 13. 

Conclusions cf the Federal Com- 

munications Commission on the 


question of alleged radio monopoly, 
along with the transcript of oral 
testimony and miscellaneous docu- 
mentary evidence, are getting ‘active 
consideration’ at the Justice Depart- 
ment but there is no likelihood the 
industry will know for several 
weeks more whether the _ trust- 
busters and the regulators see eye 
to eye. 

The report, supplemented by all 
the tables, answers to questionnaires, 
statistical and other data, has been 
turned over to Victor Waters, who 
handled most of the pick-and-shovel 
work leading to the consent decrees 
in the music row. Assistant Attor- 
ney - General Thurman = Arnold 
showed lively interest, but would 
not make any comment on the find- 
ings until all the material has been 
microscoped. 

Within the next 30 days or g0, it 
is likely Waters will make a pre- 
liminary report on which Arnold and 
Attorney General Robert H. Jack- 
son can base a decision about going 
further. Until he has decided 
whether there is prima facie proof 
of anti-trust law violations, Arnold 
and Jackson are sure to keep mum. 

D. of J. Actions Doubtful 

In some respects, it is highly 
doubtful if the Justice Department 
will move against the networks, no 
matter what the F. C, C. majority 
had to say, because there is no 
possibility of denying that the com- 
mish is largely responsible for the 
conditions now existing. A promi- 
nent D. of J. official noted there 
has been ‘acquiescence’ by the reg- 
ulatory authority,-and it would be 
hard to make charges stick, even if 
an indictment were returned, in 
view of the fact that the F. C. C. 
has tolerated the growth of what 
five of the regulators now condemn, 

The facts which were sufficient, 
in the minds of the F. C. C. ma- 
jority, to justify the drastic reform 
order may be absolutely insufficient 
to get an indictment, let alone win 
a case. Justice Department officers 
remarked on the difference between 
the kind of evidence needed in a 
criminal proceeding (a civil action 
is unlikely, inasmuch as the Com- 
/mish regulations, if upheld by the 
courts, will force wholesale changes 
| in business methods) and the facts 
|Trequired to support a regulatory 
| policy. While some of the evidence 
| gathered by the commish can be ac- 
cepted at face value, much of it will 
| have to be double-checked. Since 
|the industry has challenged the ac- 
|curacy of the conclusions reached 
jby F. C. C. accountants, the statis- 
| tical material in particular is likely 
ito get another going over from the 
| trust-busters. 





‘A. N. A. Meet Mulls 


| 


| Monopoly Regulations 


| 

| Possible effects of the new F. C. C, 
}monopoly rules on advertisers was 
one of the principal topics discussed 


notified Mutual it would be entitled |@t the Association of National Ad- 
to half that station’s time in 90 days | Vertisers’ convention early this week 


Some | 


and that the station’s policy would 
be first-network-come, first-served. 

On his arrival at St. Louis Monday 
for his speech before N.A.B. con- 
vention, FCC Chairman Fly in a 
press interview stated thet he did 





bia would ¢hallenge the FCC rules 
on ‘network affiliate relations in 


|court, although he thought it with- | 


in the ‘realm of probability.’ Fly 
added that all the Commission 
sought was to put the broadcasting 
industry in a state of healthy com- 
petition, which he did not think it 
was in at present. Said he was pre- 
pared to help NBC market the Blue 
network, which he described as a 
good going concern. 


EVANS MISSES N.A.B. 








Green Bay, Wis., May 13. 
Haydn Evans, general manager of 
WTAQ, is unable to attend the NAB 
convention. While playing golf Sun- 
day (11) morning, he was struck by 
a ball, necessitating eight stitches. 
Evans was unable to contact Bill 
Hines, his commercial manager, in 
St. Louis, as the latter is keeping 
whereabouts secret because he’s get- 
ting married while attending the 
convention. 





not anticipate that NBC or Colum- | 


AFTER GOLF MISHAP 


j}at the Westchester-Biltmore Country 
Club, Rye, N. Y. At the suggestion 
|Of Paul West, ANA executive, a 
|statement on the National Associa- 
ition of Broadcasters’ attitude toward 
| the rules was wired to the ANA by 
|Robert J. Landry, of Variety, at- 
|tending the NAB convention in St. 
Louis. 

Frank Stanton, of CBS, and Jack 
Greene, of NBC, gave ‘model pre- 
sentations’ to the sponsor group 
| Monday (12) afternoon. Paul Smeltz- 
ler, research head of Procter & 
|'Gamble, attended the ANA conven- 
|tion. He had intended to bring his 
wife, now restored to health after 
a year’s illness, but she was kept 
at home by a sprained ankle. Al 
Lehmann, manager of Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting, planed to 
St. Louis immediately after the con- 
fabs, to be a special advertiser guest 
of Neville Miller, NAB president. 


Bea Wain Exit 


After a run of approximately two 
years, Bea Wain drops off the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade program follow- 
ing this Saturday’s (17) broadcast. 
She’ll be replaced by Louise King 
who’s been with Percy Faith on the 
Carnation show out of Chicago. 
Barry Wood remains. 

Miss Wain will start a 
tour in a couple of weeks. 
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LOCAL RADIO LACKS PUNCH 


FCC Reforms Create Disturbing 
New Factors for Station Reps 


,% 
v 


Further Analysis of FCC’s Position | 


° 








peas Washington, May 13. 
The radio industry has naturally spent the past week in a close 
study of the text given out by the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. These points of the document are, among many others 
worth underscoring for significance: 


Self-Perpetuating Management 


Principal rock tossed at CBS was an indication the FCC majority thinks 
the Paleys have disproportionate interest in company affairs, consider- 
ing their actual cash investment and stock holdings. The corporate struc- 
ture of RCA also drew criticism, with the report noting there is in actu- 
ality no stockholder control but merely a ‘self-perpetuating management.’ 
Question was raised whether any stations should ‘own’ a network, but the 
Mutual proprietors were not ultimatumed or blasted as being enemies of 
the people to the degree that RCA and CBS saddle occupants were. 





Investment in Plant 


The majority looked askance at the physical plants and actual invest- 
ments of CBS and NBC and regarded their financial success with an air 
of extreme disapproval. Noting that by 1941 NBC has gained some degree 
of control over 26.4% of all outlets and can mobilize half of the nation’s 
night-time wattage, the report commented on the ‘increasing profits’ since 
the first 14 months of the enterprise. Top net of $5,834,772 in 1940 was 
merely shown in a table, with no direct comment. In reviewing Colum- 
bia’s development and experiences, the report pointed out the younger 
skein has 14.6% of all U. S. outlets and always has made a profit since 1928, 
reaching a peak of $7,431,634 in 1940. Mutual, which keeps little of its 
aggregate revenues, was dismissed quickly, with the report noting it now 
accounts for 19.3% of all licensed transmitters. 

Relative insignificance of the Columbia and National investment caused 
raised eyebrows. Together their tangible property is worth only $9,276,019. 
And in 1938 the combined net operating income topped this. Whole in- 
vestment of the two companies is $13,411,102, so that in a single year they 
had an operating income equal to 69% of the plant value. National en- 
joyed a return of 80% and Columbia of 71% on tangible investment. Fur- 
ther implication that these two have a fine get-rich-quick enterprise was 
contained in the comments on profits. Report noted NBC paid its parent 
in 1935-1938 a total of $18,100,000, while throughout its 12-year life CBS 
mua stockholders $13,329,688 in cash plus stock dividends worth 

943,175. 





Stations Called Mistreated 


The bulk of the report deals with the subject of contractual relations 
between New York and the affiliates. Tone of the whole discussion was 
that the individual units of the chains are bewildered, mistreated, defense- 
less things that want to do right but aren't allowed to. 

Remarking that exclusivity and time options now are matters of gen- 
eral policy, the majority engaged in a lengthy survey of the amount of 
freedom and discretion given the independently-owned affiliates and con- 
cluded that CBS and NBC continuously bully the members of their skeins. 
Privilege of rejecting programs is both limited and uniform, the majority 
declared. Only a slight choice is given, with the outlets forced to assume 
burden of proving they should reject programs and the network manage- 
ments in fact insisting papa knows best. Neither NBC nor CBS lets its 
outlets substitute local commercial programs for sponsored web features, 
though local sustainings are permitted, the majority complained. On the 
other hand, Mutual gives the sort of freedom which the reformers think 
everybody should have. 

Limitations on discretion of station managers results in actual shifting 


' @f control over operations to New York, the report said. 


FCC on Its | Own Status 


The FCC acknowledged that as a body it is not charged with enforcing 
the Sherman antitrust act but said they cannot ‘condone’ infractions. Thus 
laying the groundwork for the painful reforms and building a backfire 
against anticipated accusations in court the FCC went far beyond its 
statutory authority. Conceding that facilities are limited, FCC said the 
lack of opportunity for anyone who wants to enter the business necesst- 
tates such governmental solicitude. With the changes of newcomers auto- 
matically limited, a Federal umpire is more obligated than ever to compel 
Teal, not phony, rivalry, and see that the people now occupying the reser- 
vation don’t put up barriers against newcomers who might do a better job. 


——— 














John Royal Due on Stand ‘Edgar Guest Subs For 
For Pre-Trial Quiz By eS * 
Mike Jacobs’ Attorneys 


Edgar Guest, newspaper and ether 
John F. Royal, vice-president of 


poet, goes on the ‘We the People’ 
show for four weeks starting June 
the National Broadcasting Co., will 
be examined before trial in the 


4. Replaces Gabriel Heatter. Set 
through Biggie Levin office here, it 
N.Y : is understood Guest may stay longer 
* *. Supreme court May 19, in con- than the original four-week contract 
nection with an action by NBC period. 
against Mike Jacobs’ 20th Century Guest is doubling from his duties 
Sportin : ~ here thrice weekly over NBC for 
Co g Club, Gillette Safety Razor the Land O’Lakes show. Will. fill 
» and the Mutual Broadcasting jin the Wednesday show from N. Y. 
System, Inc. Justice Ernest Hammer but fly into Chi for the Thursday 
ordered the examination Wednes- and Friday shots. 
day (7), 
NBC claims the rights to broad- 
Cast fights from Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., and is suing to protect 
those rights. The 20th Century | 
Sporting Club, operator of the Gar- 


den, has given the rights to Mutual, 
and Gillette is the sponsor. 








GIRL AS TIME BUYER 


Dunlavey Upped at Erwin 
Wasey—Offsets Draft 





Mary 





Mary Dunlavey has been made 
time buyer for Erwin, Wasey & Co., 
replacing John Schultz, who has 
been inducted into the army. Agen- 
cy apparently has so many young 
fellows in the radio department who 
are eligible for a similar call that it 
decided to give the job to some one 
on the distaff side. 

Schultz makes the eighth employee 
to be called for army service, and 





Mass. Slander Bill 
Boston, May 13. 
Slander on the radio will be pun- 
ishable by imprisonment up to two 
and one-half years, via a bill ap- 
Proved by the committee on consti- 
tutional law. 
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BIOW AGENCY 1S 
UNABLE TO BUY 


Apparent Drying Up of 
Local Station Showman- 
ship Seen as Home Town- 
ers Depend Altogether on 
News, Sports and Phono- 
graph Records 








NO INITIATIVE 





Scarcity of established sustaining 
programs on local stations may cause 
the Milton Biow adveriising agency 
to change the basis of a spot radio 
campzign which it figured on pre- 
senting to Hills Bros. for Dromedary 
Dates. Outide of news, sports and 
home-economy participating pro- 
grams (most of which were already 
sold), ebout 80% of the Class A and 
B stations approached by the agency 
through their station reps either 
didn’t have e« sustaining show with 
a following or couldn’t produce 
worthwhile material that could be 
used to build a program. These sta- 
tions in general had gotten away 
from home town initiative and ex- 
cept for the formula sports, news or 
phonograph record program to be 
found on almost any outlet they had 
nothing. 

The original query put out by 
Biow was for five quarter-hour pro- 
grams a week on a daytime schedule 
with the sort of program that would 
appeal strictly to women. Agency 
found that in practically all im- 
portant spots this across-the-board 
arrangement as far as _ sustainers 
were concerned had become a rarity 
and the reps themselves reported 
that their stations couldn’t supply 
the agency’s order even if it were 
willing to take five different day- 
time shows, each heving been estab- 
lished for any length of time on the 
station. 


Philly Still Thinks 
Giveaways Pollute 
Validity of Surveys 


Philadelphia, May 13. 

Controversy anent the ‘polluted 
stream’ in Philly’s coincidental ra- 
dio surveys, allegedly caused by 
giveaway programs on a couple of 
stations, broke out anew last Thurs- 
day (7). Scene of the latest squab- 
ble was a luncheon at the Bellevue- 
Stratford given by C. E. Hooper, 
head of C. E. Hooper, Inc., survey 
service. Hooper had invited the 
heads of all Philly outlets to try to 
sell them on subscribing to his ser- 
vice in this territory. 

The ‘polluted stream’ charge was 
brought up by Joseph Connelly, pro- 
motion director of WCAU. He told 











Document now goes to the senate | 


for ratification. 


there are more in the agency tenta- 
tively tagged. 


Hooper that telephone surveys had 


{lost all their value in this city be- | 


| cause listeners were faking answers, 
| naming the stations feafuring cash 
jand merchandise gimmicks, whether 
| they were listening or not. 

Hooper replied that this objection 
|could be overcome by making the 
phone surveyor ask the callee to 
identify the program and sponsor 
| before tabulating the call as bona 
| fide. Connolly replied that even this 
method would be fallacious since 
persons have become ‘giveaway con- 
scious’ and would give false replies 
in the hopes of ‘getting something 
for nothing.’ Another objection to 
the value of a phone survey, raised 
at the meeting, was the fact that 
only 42% of the people in the city 
have telephones in their homes. 








W. G. Massey Turns Yank 
Wichita, Kas., May 13. 

William G. Massey, newscaster for 
radio station KANS, who came to 
the U. S. A. from Manchester, Eng., 
in 1930, has passed his final natu- 
ralization exam. 

Massey was at WGN, Chicago, as 
stand-in announcer for Captain 
Herne. He has been with KANS 
} several months. 
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Quiz Kid 





Clifton Fadiman in a lecture 
date months ago at Cincinneti 
was closely questioned from the 
audience concerning the modus 
operandi of the Cooperative An- 
alysis of Broadcasting and the 
implications of the rating of ‘In- 
formation, Please.’ 


Fadiman still doesn’t know 
that the questions originated 
with executives of Procter & 
Gamble and the Ralph H. Jones 
agency who were in the audi- 
ence. 


AFL MAY ENTER 
SOUND EFFECTS 
DISPUTE 


International “Allfance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees (Stagehands’ 
union) demand for jurisdiction over 
radio sound effects men will‘ prob- 
ably be carried to the forthcoming 
meeting of the American Federation 
of Labor’s executive committee. 
Stagehands have not applied to the 
offer by the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, which now represents 
the men, to let them decide the is- 
sue for themselves in an election un- 
der supervision of the American Ar- 
bitration Assn. 

There is considersble speculation 
in union circles about what action 
the AFL executive committee may 
take if the stagghands bring the mat- 
ter before that body. AFL heads 
could hardly assign the jurisdiction 
to the stagehands against the wishes 
of the sound effects men, as that 
would be a clear violation of their 
right to choose their own bargaining 














The Federal Communication Come 
| mission's demand for drastic changes 
in network-affiliated station relations 
| Seems to have had a particularly de- 
| Pressing effect on most of the stay 
| Hon reps. They are worried by the 
possibility that it will require an 
entirely new approach to selling the 
stations they represent and some of 
them have indicated a doubt whether 
they are prepared to meet the prob- 
lems which the new type of selling 
would offer. 

Some of the reps admit that they 
have been riding on the skirts of 
network commercial schedules, In- 
| stead of doing creative selling by the 
| way of programs developed by the 
stations, they have been engaged for 
the past several years in the prac- 
tice of taking orders for time around 
popular network commercials. 


If the FCC’s order against net- 
| work-affiliate exclusivity becomes ef- 
fective and the matter of putting to- 
gether a commercial hookup becomes 
subject to open competition among 
stations in the same market the reps 
might then be faced with the task of 
having to sell against the networks 
themselves. They would also be de- 
prived of those comparatively easy- 
| to-sell niches around network-pro- 





to make up for this loss they would 
have to go in for intensive selling 
of locally-built programs. All this 
would, it is pointed out, require a 
far more intimate knowledge of each 
station’s story than the average rep 
can lay claim to now. 

Stations may have to look at the 
rep picture in an entirely different 
light, while the reps themselves may 
find that to do the best job by a sta- 
tion they must be equipped with as 
thorough a knowledge of the sta- 
tion’s weak as well as strong sides 
and administrative angles, such as 
the AFRA code, the musicians’ em- 
ployment agreement and copyright 
clearance, as the particular station’s 
commercial manager. 


Cuffo Food—Piping 
Hot—Latest Twist 
In Product Sampling 











agent. However, the AFL heads 
might try to accomplish the same | 
thing by threatening AFRA with | 


charter revocation unless the per- | 


former union gives up the disputed | 
jurisdiction. 

That appears to be an outside | 
prospect, as AFRA’s charter is from | 
the Associated Actors & Artistes of | 
America, which is in turn chartered | 
by the AFL. Thus the AF would 
have to revoke the charters of all 
actor unions to achieve the compara- 
tively minor objective. There is ap- 
parently little chance that the stage-| 
hands could persuade the American 
Federation of Musicians to unite 
with them against AFRA, as the 
!tooters’ outfit-is already involved in 
an unexpectedly tough scrap with 
AFRA’s tiny affiliate, the American 
| Guild of Musical Artists, and ob- 





viously doesn’t want any added 
jurisdictional complications at the 
moment. 

AFRA’s annual ball, held Friday 


(9) night at the Waldorf-Astoria ho- | 
tel, N. Y., drew an estimated gross | 
of between $4,200 and $5,000., Net | 
proceeds will probably come to 
around $2,000 or $2,500, which will | 
| be divided among the British War | 
| Relief Society’s American Theatre 
| Wing, the Greek and Chinese War 
| Relief societies and the union’s own 
‘sick and benefit fund. About 1,500 
| persons attended the affair, with en- | 
tertainment supplied by numerous | 
radio, stage and picture names, 
| The national franscription code, | 
| previously scheduled to become ef- 
i fective May 1, is now slated to be- 
|ecome operative tomorrow (Thurfs- 
day). Reason for the postponement 
|was the delay of some of the out- 
'of-town transcription producers in 
receiving and signing the pact. About 
2970 different companies are sig- 
i naturing the code 


| hands out hot 


| Almanac’ 


San Antonio, May 13. 

KTSA here has originated a new 
way of doling out samples of a spon- 
sor’s product—it gives ‘em away 
piping hot. Jack Mitchell, conductor 
of man-in-the-street broadcasts, 
sandwiches, hot 
tamales, chile, and other products of 
the Gebhart Chile Powder Co., dur- 
ing three broadcasts a week. 

Shows are aired during 
hour, too. 


lunch 


Cuffo Coffee 
St. Louis, May 13. 

Cuffo coffee is served at breakfast 
time during KWK’s am. ‘Radio 
program which features 
pop, dance, and novelty § music, 
Listeners who contribute something 
to the program, a poem, a fave disc, 
etc., are invited to the kaffeeklatch. 
The femmes get a cake. It’s a sta- 
tion promotion stunt. 


Radio’s ‘Murder’ Reward 


Hollywood, May 13. 

For the first time in Coast radio 
history, a station is offering a re- 
ward for information leading to the 
apprehension of a killer. KFI-KECA 
is giving $250 reward for a clue 
leading to the arrest of a wanted 
local murderer. 

Heretofore, search for killers has 


| been an exclusive newspaper stunt, 





KYW TRIES REUTER’S 
Philadelphia, May 13. 

KYW is experimenting with a 
Reuter’s news agency ticker in its 
newsroom. 

If the British syndicate’s service 
proves okay, the station will boast 
three big time news services — 
Associated Press, United Press, and 
Reuter’s 


gram clicks in no small measure and ' 
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CBS May Use Scripts Instead Of 


Dance-Bands; ‘Forecast’ Revived 


—_—— 


Wednesday, May 14, 1941 


Pacific Coast Radio Puzzle 


VARIETY 


AFRA SIGNS CONTRACTS 
FOR THREE IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 13. 











Mathew Chappell, of C. E. Hooper, Comments Upon 


| American Federation of Radio e ° P 
| Artists here last week signatured full Listening Differences of Western Zone 


name talent. Series will probably | AFRA-shop agreements with three + 
P WAAF and the two 
DUNCAN COFFEE TEST 


— 











CBS program heads are readying 
preliminary plans to substitute an 
assortment of scrivt shows for the 


Editor, VARIETY: 


start early in July. bape wllgigrynoms, tlet WJJD a 
outlets, an 5 ri 
| A story appearing on page 45 of 


idea of the script shows in the 11-}| Ralph Atlass 
12 p.m. slot is more or less a re- | WIND. 





dance band programs in the 11 p.m.- 
to-midnight spot across the board. 
Nothing has been approved or even 
submitted to the network executive 
board so far, but the staff producers 
and directors have all been dele-* 
gated to line up various dramatic 
and variety program ideas. Number 
have already been outlined and are 
being mulled as possibilities. 


In addition, CBS is again planning 
to present a 13-week series of ‘Fore- 
cast’ shows similar to last year’s. 
This layout is also merely tentative 
as yet, but in general the series is 
expected to be spotted Monday 
nights again, with half-hour portions 
of each night’s offering originating 
in New York and Hollywood. As 
before, each stanza is to offer an 





vision of the plan CBS program 


heads had in mind last fall for the | 


10:30-11 p.m. spot, but with certain 
added factors. For one thing, the 
absence of ASCAP music from the 
network may have reduced the audi- 
ence for the late-evening dance band 
remotes. It’s figured that because 
the late hours cunnot readily be 
sold and are losing listeners under 
the present setup of dance music 
offerings, the substitution of dra- 
matic, variety and novelty programs 
should hypo dialer interest. 

In addition, it’s felt that the 11-12 
p.m. period might be used as a 
permanent tryout laboratory and 
showcase. Various program and pro- 
duction innovations could be tested. 


Also the time might be used for | 


‘on both sustaining and commercial 





This concludes a long series of ne- | 
gotiations and sets AFRA member- | 
ship requirements for performers 


shows. 


Simmonds Reps TSN 


Fort Worth, May 13. 











Lincoln P. Simmonds of the Texas 
State Network is now sales repre- 
sentative of the web in New York | 
City. Simmonds has been active in| 
the work of the regional web 
throughout this state. * 


Has been representative of the In- 
ternational Radio Sales, and prior to 


Lone Star Chain Plus Five Others | 


Get Series—Steele Agency Handles 


San Antonio, May 13. 


Radio test campaign has been set 
on the Lone Star Chain plus five 
other stations, making a total of 11, 
by the Duncan Coffee Co. Program 


the Wednesday, April 30, 1941, issue 
of Variety, entitled ‘Pacific Radio 
Listening Is a Puzzle,’ alleges that 


| the research executives of the net- 


will feature Bill Bryan and Trudy! 


Wood, with scripts written by Phil 
Alexander. Set through the Steele 
Agency. ‘ 

Series begins tomorrow (14) and 
will originate in the studios of KTSA 
here. 
the broadcasts 
Worth; KXYZ, Houston; 
Corpus Christi; KGNC, Amarillo; 
and KFYO, Lubbock. 
tary stations in Dallas, Beaumont, 





individual formula for prospective | training the junior members of the | that was with the John Blair or-| Weslaco, Shreveport, and Albu- 
sponsorship and each is to have! producer-director staff. | ganization. querque will also air the program. 
} _—__— == 
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@. Kester, here busy hitching his fine team with son, 

lowell, prefers WLW’s Boone County Jamboree and fre- 
quent news programs. He finds Everybody's Farm Hour 
entertaining as well as useful; likes the weather reports 
by Staff Meteorologist James C. Fidler. Lowell Kester’s 


of dally life. 


Mary Kathryn Kester, 
ig holding her 
» enjoys the 

day Morning Chil- 
dren’s Hour and is an 
avid follower of the 


= a Charlie 
‘Ye 


The family of H. G. Kester Is rep- 
resentative of the thousands of 
farm families In the midwest to 
whom WLW is an integral part 


Mr. Kester, a member of the Ohio 
Farm Bureau Federation, culti- 
vates 240 acres in Darke County, 
Ohio, which is more than 90 miles 
northwest of Cincinnati. 


The Kester farm is a model of intel- 
ligent, progressive farming typi- 


Porm Hour to = * in touch 
of 4-H dubs in 

enjoys the verious 
heerd from the 


MEET H. G. KESTER AND FAMILY 


cal of that found in the WLW area. 


Mr. Kester is one of the many mid- 
western farmers who appreciates 
the fact that WLW is making a 


conscientious effort to give the 


farmers through Its clear channel 
facilities not only the best in en- 
tertainment, 
the-minute weather reports, but 
also the most timely and compre- 


news, and up-to- 


hensive agricultural data that can 


Helen Kester. shown with herliprize- 
p serge calf, is @ member of the 4-H 
. listens regularly te Everybody's 


with activities 

e@ Midwest, especiatly 
programs 

"s Station. 


be assembled by its large staff of 
specialists. 









io > 
WF nts 


The Kester famiy—Loweill, Mary 
yn, Mrs. Kester and Mr. 
ester—gather about the radio 
for their favorite programs from 
their favorite station, WLW. Mrs. 
Kester enjoys and profits by 






THE NATION'S 
woul Mlerchanittse-able 
pe wereld: 


| any 


Lone Star. stations to carry | 
are KGKO, Fort, 
KRIS, | 


Supplemen- | 





; on 


works are ‘deeply puzzled’ by the 
fact that Pacific Coast ratings on 
network programs are consistently 
lower than those in other geographic 
areas. 

We of C. E. Hooper, Inc., find it 
extremely difficult to believe that 
network research men are 
either ‘deeply puzzled’ or puzzled at 
all by this well-known phenomenon, 
The solution to this puzzle was 
found some time ago. 

The answer is found in the second 
of the two speculations to which you 
refer—that more people are ‘not at 
home’ on the Pacific Coast than are 
‘not at home’ in the basic network 
area which is composed of the East 
and North Central regions. The first 
of your two speculations—greater 
sophistication on the Pacific Coast 
than in the East, is quite ground- 
less. 

The solution of the ‘puzzle’ may 
be illustrated by comparing the fig- 
ures for the Pacific and North Cen- 
tral areas obtained by ‘coincidental’ 
study for all broadcast periods on 


Sunday evenings during the four 
months, January through April, 
1940. 


The total interviewing sample di- 
vides itself, necessarily, into three 
groups: homes in which radio sets 
are in use; homes where someone is 
at home but no radio set is in use; 
and homes where no one is at home. 

The data for the Pacific and for 
the North Central areas in Local 
Time are as follows: 

North 
Pacific. Central. 


wets 10 WSs... cacevs 30.1% 41.0% 

At Home Not 
Listening ..ccccee 34.5% 38.3% 
Not at Home........ 29.7% 20.2% 
100.0% 100.0% 


Figures based on the total sample 
such as the above show that there 
is actually less listening (sets in use 
smaller) on the Pacific Coast than in 
the North Central area. 

However, the ‘not at home’ figures 


show that this group is 47% larger 
on the Pacific Coast than in the 
North Central area. Or, to put it 
another way, the North Central 
area has an ‘available audience’ 


(those who are at home and awake) 
of 79.8% on Sunday evenings while 
the Pacific Coast the ‘available 
audience’ is only 70.3%. It is from 
‘available audience’ that radio re- 
cruits its listeners. It is this quan- 
tity, not the total sample including 
‘not at home,’ that must be used in 
comparing radio’s effectiveness in 


| recruiting listeners in different 
|} areas. The 35% set in use on the 
Pacific Coast means 51% of the 





‘available audience’ in that area was 
listening. The 41% set in use in the 
North Central means that 51% of 
the ‘available audience’ in that area 
was also listening. The ‘puzzle’ is 
solved. 

The ‘recruiting efficiency’ of radio 
during this period was identical on 
the Pacific Coast and in the North 
Central area despite the fact that 
‘sets in use’ in the latter were ap- 
preciably greater than in the 
former. 

Matthew N. Chappell, 
Technical Director, 
C. E. Hooper, Inc. 


RCA’s Quarterly Dividend 


Radio Corp. of America last Fri- 
day (9) declared quarterly dividends 








| on both the first preferred and ‘B’ 


preferred shares. Dividends cover 
the second quarter of the present 


| year ending next June 30. 


_Class A and B shares. 


Directors declared 874%2c on the 
first preferred and $1.25 on the ‘B’ 
preference issue, same as in the pre- 
vious quarter. Both are payable, 
July 1, to stockholders on record, 
June 6. 





CBS’ June 6 Payment 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
maintained the pace set originally 
this year on dividend payments when 
it declared a 45c. divvy on both 
CBS already 


declared 45c. payable earlier this 


year, 

Latest distribution will be made, 
June 6, to stock holders of record, 
May 23. 
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TOWN HALL’S SELF-CLINIC 


00 DELEGATES| 
CRITICIZE FORUM 


George V. Denny Sits in 
N.Y. Auditorium While 
Program and He Are 
Analyzed by Open Demo- 
cratic Discussion Method 








RECOMMENDATIONS 





Taking a dose of its own medicine 
—open democratic discussion—)| 
‘America’s Town Hall Meeting of the | 
Air’ after its broadcast (NBC Blue) 
of Thursday night was subject on the 
following Friday morning (9) to a 
clinical study of the program’s faults 
and merits. Some 200 persons in 
New York for the purpose of attend- 
ing a three-day Town Hall Confer- 
ence (the first annual) conducted 
this program post-mortem. They 
had listened the night before to two 
speakers maul the subject ‘Should 
Our Ships Convoy Materials to 
Britain?’ 

Among various suggestions to 
emerge from the floor were these: 


Audience applause is bad and 
should be limited to the question 
period so that the intellectual level 
of the formal talks would not be 
lowered. 

More ‘detached statements’ and 
less partisan debate are desirable on 
all forums. 

Advance exchange of scripts be- 
tween speakers should be encouraged 
and the lines of the proposed dis- 
cussion marked by what new infor- 
mation or fresh viewpoint is to be 
contributed so that every talk does 
not become merely a hash-over of 
the speaker’s standard patter act. 

All speakers (and inferentially all 
Americans) should be trained to 
listen to what the other fellow says. 
It was generally agreed that there 
wds a near-universal tendency of 
speakers to ignore the other chap’s 
points, 

Clinic in Frank Vein 


The clinic continued in frank vein 
for some hours. Mutual’s American 
Forum (Ted Granik) got badly 
criticized as being conducted on the 
plane of a dog-fight with the mod- 
erator making little or no effort to 
restrain offside stuff. ‘The Town 
Meeting was not excepted from criti- 
cism of ‘too much personal disputa- 
tiousness,’ but the conference thought 
it was much nearer the ideal. 


Denny Stands Up 

After quietly listening in the audi- 
torium to himself and his program 
being analyzed and taken apart 
George V. Denny, the Town Hall 
moderator, finally stood up to make 
a few comments on his own. He 
told of the experiment at the begin- 
ning of this season when the Town 
Hall attempted to conduct discus- 
sions in series of three-broadcasts- 
— with the ‘debate’ aspect 
argely cut down. This policy was 
@ flop and just before Christmas, 


‘SKY OVER BRITAIN’ y ie 


Another British War Relief Society 
Program on Air 








‘Sky Over Britain,’ weekly dra- 
matic series at 8:15-8:30 Thursday 
nights on WOR-Mutual, starting May 
22, will be presented by the British 
War Relief Society. It will use guest 
name actors and will be based on 
actual deeds of British heroism in 


war-time. Writers are being sought 
to donate scripts for the show. Joe 
Milward is handling the series for 
the society. 

‘War Letters from Britain,’ an- 
other KWRS series, moves this week 





nights on WMCA, New York, and is | 
extended for 13 more weeks. | 


‘shot tabbed ‘Stop That Motorist.’ 





Come Nab Talent 





For Buff. Quizzer Code for Sacred Radio Programs 


Buffalo, May 13. 
Latest man-in-the-street twist finds | 
traffic cops flagging drivers on Buf- 
falo’s main. street and inquiring if 
they want to gab into WEBR mike 
during three-times-weekly 15-minute 


Stanza plugs traffic safety, which | 


‘casts, to provide’ both 


Proposed by Nat IF aith Conference 


National code for tae: broad- ay of James H. Scull, in charge of 
religious radio for the National Conference, 
makes bluecoats happy. If motorist groups and broadcasters with a guide will undertake exploratory work for 


can’t answer query about traffic | of ‘minimum standards’ for sacred | the development of such a code, poll- 


rules, etc., the cop obliges. 


|ing the coming year under the lead- | 
August Ebke, car dealer, backs ‘ership of the National Conference of 
,Christians and Jews. 


11:45 a.m. pickup. Through Baldwin | 
| & Strachan agency. 





augurated a weekly literary program Columbus, O. 
on WFIL. 


| programs, will be formulated dur- | ing various groups throughout the 


country for their ideas. 
will be analyzed and presented to 
Proposal was next year’s Ohio State Institute 
supported by participants in the re- meeting. 
ligious work-group sessions during 
Fred G. Hyde, literary editor of) | the Ohio State Institute for Educa- 
from Thursday night to 7:30 Friday |the Philadelphia Inquirer, has in-| ‘tion by Radio, meeting last week at 


Material 





New Britain, Conn. 


— Conrad 


| Bloomgarden added to WNBC’s sales 


Committee, under the chairman- | staff. 








having suffered a loss of audience, 
the forum resumed something closer 
to its standard formula of the past 
six years. However, Denny thought 
the experiment of using a ‘clarifier,’ 
which was tried on several occasions, | 
was rather successful and that it 
would be further employed. 

The Conference preceded by one 
week the beginning of a Leadership 
School which will run at Town Hall | 
for the next three weeks under the | 
direction of Mr. and Mrs. Harry | 
Overstreet. 
the first of its kind, aims to drill 
interested persons in discussion 
methods. It has an enrollment of| 
about 60 ‘students’ who are paying | 
$50 each. Among the students are | 
two public relations officials of the | 
Jewel Tea Company, several sales- 
men, four professors, a broadcaster | 
and a woman probation officer. 














John Duggan, Tenor, on WOR 
John Duggan, tenor, has been 
Signatured by WOR, New York, for 
a buildup on a night-time schedule. 

He was formerly on NBC, working 
under a haphazard a.m. and after- 
noon arrangement. 

















BUT A WOMAN WILL ALWAYS 
LISTEN WHEN THE TIME ANDO 
PLACE ARE RIGHT 


That’s why these special radio programs their markets... consistently preferred 


for women... 


tures...are such successful sales pro- 


ducers... They are broadcast 


these daily station fea- by leading spot and local advertisers. 


If you have a product women need for 
when their homes, their families or themselves, 


women want to listen... by women who you will certainly want to know a whole 


know how to keep them listening . . 


. And, lot more about these programs. Check 


most important, they are featured on the list at the right and then contact the 
eleven great NBC stations, dominant in NBC Spot Sales office nearest you. 





Representing 


WEAF ; 3 1 1 3 New York WMAL 
WIZ » 26: £4 New York KOA 
WMAQ «: - 3 «Chicago WTAM 
WENR i: : . . @ «& Chicago 

KGO i: . » San Francisco 

KPO <=: : « « San Francisco hae 
WRC 2 t 3 < Washington ({WBZA 


: Washington KYW i : 7 « Philadelphia 

> « é« « Denver KDKA . ° Pittsburgh 
- « Cleveland WOWO .. . Ft. Wayne 
WGL « « « « & Ft. Wayne 


oa eo. oF 


WESTINGHOUSE STATIONS 


33% 8 & « Boston GENERAL ELECTRIC STATION 
a8 @ 8 & Springfield} WGY 3 « « & Schenectady 


_——— 











CHOOSE 
A “GOLDEN 
MOMENT" 


ON THESE 
ELEVEN MAJOR 
STATIONS 


Here are well-established, adver- 
tiser-tested features... known by 
women .. . listened to by women 

. responded to by women... 
thousands of women in each of 
these great markets.:And each 
program is so favorably priced 
that it offers advertisers a value 
that cannot be equalled. 


WJZ ...New York — Nancy 
Craig’s ‘“The Woman of Tomor- 
row.” 9 to 9:30 A.M. (E.D.T.) 
Monday through Friday. 


WEAF ... New York — Isabel 
Manning Hewson’s ““The Market 
Basket.” 9:30 to 9:45 A. M. 
(E.D.T.) Monday through Friday. 


KYW ...Philadelphia— Ruth 
Welles, Woman’s Home Coun- 
selor. 1:30 to 1:45 P.M. (E.D.T.) 
Monday through Friday. 


WGY...Schenectady— Martha 
Brooks ‘‘Market Basket’ 8:45 to 
9 A.M. (E.D.T.) Monday through 
Saturday. 


WBZ-WBZA...New England 
—DMildred W. Carlson’s ‘Home 
Forum.” 11t0 11:15 A.M. (E.D.T.) 
Monday through Friday. 


WRC...Washington, D.C.— 
Mary Mason’s “The WRC Home 
Forum.” 11:15to 12 noon (E.S.T.) 
Monday through Friday. 


KDKA...Pittsburgh — Evelyn 
Gardiner’s ‘Home Forum.” 2:45 
to 3:00 P.M. (E.D.T.) Monday 
through Friday. 


WTAM .. . Cleveland — Jane 
Weaver’s ‘‘Woman’s Club of the 
Air.” 4:45 to 5:00 P.M. (E.8.T.) 
Monday through Friday. 


WOWO... Fort Wayne—Jane 
Weston’s “The Modern Home 
Forum.” 9:45 to 10:15 A.M. 
(C.D.T.) Monday through Sat- 
urday. On Saturday, 9:45 to 
10:00 A.M. 


KPO...San Francisco—Gladys 
Cronkhite’s “International 
Kitchen.” 8:30 to 9:00 A. M. 
(P.S.T.) Monday through Friday. 


KGO...San Francisco— Ann 
Holden’s “Home Forum.” 9:30 
to 10:00 A.M. (P.8.T.) Monday 
through Friday. 


N.B. Tear out this advertisement 
for your files. It lists every special 
radio program for women on N BC 
represented stations. 
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QBOLER-TITTERTON-MENSER IN BRUSH 
AT OHIO STATE INSTITUTE SESSION 





12th Annual Gathering Meets Under Shadow of Im- ?!2’¢¢ >y transcription. 
pending Changes in Broadcasting Industry— 


Many Suggestions Offered—About 500 Attend 


Columbus, O., May 13. 

The 12th annual Institute for Edu- 
eation by Radio met here last week 
at the Deshler-Wallick hotel under 
the nominal auspices of Ohio State 
University (but provided with no 
cash from that source). About 500 
persons registered to attend all or 
some of the events during the three 


days. These main currents of dis- 
cussion and apprehension’ were | 
noted: 


1. The broadcasters expect vari- 
ous Government agencies and the 
‘favored few’ of the service organ- 
izations to enjoy ‘priorities’ pro- 
gram status in the near future. 
This means that requests for time 
from these certain sources will 
have the force of a mandatory 
option. 


2. Educators, religious groups, | 


non-priorities service or pressure 
“groups will be ‘also ran.” They 
will have to content themselves 
with a proportional percentage of 
a reduced volume of available free 
time or alternately, to combine 
with related groups and possibly 
suffer some loss of individual 
identity. . 

3. Broadcasters and educators 
alike were disquieted by the impli- 
cations of taking the NBC Blue 
out of its present role as the prin- 
cipal provider of free time and 
facilities for ‘public interest’ pro- 
grams. A period of uncertainty, 
the possible need for re-establish- 
ing all contacts, and a general 
messing up of things as they are 
(good or bad) in non-commercial 
programming was foreseen, 

Oboler vs. Titterton 
A number of controversies broke 
out at meetings during the three-day 
period. Most newsworthy of these 








| the story fast. 


vv 


Man Bites Dog 





Columbus, May 13. 

While attending the Ohio State 
Institute for Education by Radio 
last week author Arch Oboler 
was’ tentatively invited by 
Parker Wheatley, of Northwest- 
| ern University, to preside at @ 

radio seminar next summer. 

A third party promptly sug- 
gested that Wheatley arrange for 
Oboler to be publicly psycho- 
analyzed and charge admission 
on the theory this would be the 
greatest event in educational 
redio history. 











|radio drama jointly presided over | 


by author Arch Oboler and NBC 
| serint editor Lewis Titterton. Oboler 
| went after the networks, charging 
that the powers that be were timid 
and that an author with anything to 
|say could no longer write for them 
| either because they were too scared 
'to broadcast what he wrote or be- 
cause he could not write under the 
| limitations they imposed. 

| Titterton defended the networks, 
| saying that it was not their proper 
|function to present dramatic ma- 
| terial that ‘took violent sides on con- 
troversial issues at a time when the 
American people had not made up 
their minds.’ 

Oboler scornfully referred to the 
| ‘Ma Perkins’ type of program having 
| the green light from radio while, at 
|the same time, the Army found it 


pilots it needed. 

The Oboler-Titterton clash drifted 
| off into discussions of getting into 
Both praised Sandra 





impossible to recruit 30,000 cadet | 


Finally, as 


the discussion slowed down, Clar- | 


ence L. Menser, production mana- 


ger of NBC, broke in from the audi- 
ence with a line of lively patter, | 


panning both speakers for taking 


half an hour to decide that a radio | 
(Menser on | 
conducted a) 


story had to start fast. 
| the following day 
| ‘demonstration’ by audience audi- 
i tioning and then enacting a scene 
from NBC's ‘Bishop 
goyle.’) 

‘Slow’ Rockefeller Committee 

International shortwave broad- 
casts were considered at a special 
| general session. Thus, the Institute 
| took note of the dawn of a new 
|phase of ‘cultural’ radio. John 
Begg, of the State Department, 
| Edward Tomlinson, NBC, and An- 
'tonio Gonzales CBS, participated as 
| did Philip Barbour, of the Nelson 
| Rockefeller committee. There was 
'a tendency to criticize the Rocke- 
feller committee as too slow, too un- | 


A general session on ‘Radio in 
War Time’ took place Wednesday 
the 


morning (7), two days after 


and Gar- | 


imaginative. | 


Bard vs. ‘Gangbusters’ 


Columbus, May 13. 

One mother, attending the 
children’s program discussions 
at last week’s Ohio State Insti- 
tute for Education by Radio, 
said she prevented her chiidren 
from listening to ‘Gangbusters’ 
by providing a substitute. 
| ‘I bought them a phonograph 








| record of Orson Welles as Julius 
Caesar. They play it over and 
over and keep healthily excited.’ 


teen 


professional ‘radio experts’ 
(capable of writing, directing, or- 
| ganizing programs) to rotate ina 
given area as between various 
cities or even over several states, 
the salary and expense to be pro- 
rated. 

(b) That radio news for children 
be broadcast locally just ahead of 
the youngsters’ daily dart for 
classes so that they can be up to 
date on current events. 

(c) That religious broadcasters 
seek to work out some ‘code’ or 
‘standards’ for themselves. 

(d) That organizations be edu- 
cated to think of radio production 
expense as similar to printing, for 
which they willingly make finan- 
cial provision. 














SCHOOL TEACHER WINS 


the AN Forum on ‘Radio andthe PALEY AMATEUR AWARD 


Present Emergency, in which Clif- 
ton Utley, of the Chicago Council on 
Foreign Relations; Ed Kirby, of the | 
Army, and Robert J. Landry, radio | 
editor of Variery, in that order, | 
'spoke. The Wednesday session did | 
‘not include Harold Lasswell or | 
Helen Hiett, both of whom, it had | 
been announced, would talk. At the | 
table commenting on each other’s | 








School teacher in Olathe, Kans., 
who for the last 10 years has used 
his short-wave transmitter to broad- 
cast free radio lessons to less-experi- 
enced amateurs, will receive this 
year’s William 8. Paley amateur 
award. Winner 


_Ensor, 41, teacher of industrial arts | 


at the Olathe high school. His call 


remarks, and upon audience ques- letters are W9BSP. 


tions, were Ed _ Kirby, 
Sharp, of the Navy; Col. Parker Hitt, 
of the Signal Corps; Louis Franke, 
H. B. McCarty, WHA, University of 
Wisconsin; Cesar Searchinger, Eric 
Sevareid and Louis Wirth. 


Some Suggestions 

| Suggestion for betterment of ‘edu- 
cational radio’ heard at Institute in- 
cluded these: 

(a) That service, community, re- 


perhaps was at the night meeting on | Michael. A bit of Oboleriana was | ligious and other groups employ 


Norvelle | 


Fact that Ensor’s training of other 


| amateurs has helped develop thou- | 


_ sands of prospective technicians for 
_ the U. S. Signal Corps is believed to 
| have been a factor in his selection. 
It is the first time the recipient of 
the award has not been someone 
| who had performed some spectacu- 
lar life-saving or similar feat. 

Award is to be made by Paley, 
president of CBS, at a luncheon 
June 2 in New York. 





is Marshall H.| 


soeeeeeeee 
Ohio State Echoes 


} 
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Columbus, O., May 13. 

| Ea Kirby, of Office of Chief of 
[in m Vv. S. Army, who participated 





in more meetings than anybody else, 
presided in Neville Miller’s place et 
N.A.B. gathering. 





| W. M. Newton, of British Broad- 
| casting, provided some nice chuckles 
describing probable improvements in 
English cooking as result of ‘experts’ 
_helping via air with kitchen queens 
under war-time rationing. 





| Ernest Bushnell, of Canadian 
| Broadcasting Co., offered Raymond 
Massey in ‘This Precious Freedom’ 
via dise. 





| 
| 
| Cesar Saerchinger, on to Canton, 
O., for weekend with friends. 

| Lt. Commander Norvelle Sharpe 
represented U. S. Navy. 








Institute banquet included a spoof 
on ‘Invitation to Learning.’ 





Faithful repeaters at Institute in- 
| cluded: Walter Preston, Judith Wal- 
ler, Mergaret Cuthbert, John Carlile, 
Clay Harshbarger, Mrs. H. V. Milli- 
gan, Lavinia Schwartz, W. B. Leven- 
son, Harold Kent, Jessie Magee, 
Leonard Power, Robert Hudson, 
Philip H. Cohen, Morris Novik, Wil- 
liam Boutwell, Geraldine Elliott. 





Research men present for the 12th 
annual: Frank Stenton, Hugh Beville, 
Paul Lazarsfeld. 








Louis Cowan of Chicago told Chil- 
dren’s meeting ebout his Alka Seltzer 
. ‘Quiz Kids.’ Mrs. Cowan also present, 





| 
Henriette Harrison, of YMCA, typi- 
cal of the delegates who manage to 
| attend nearly every meeting, even 
those whose times overlap. 





James H. Scull, cf National Con- 
ference of Jews and Christians, pre- 
sided over religious study group at- 
tended by, emong others, Frank Nel- 
son, Gilbert Harrison, Ted Heffron 
_ and Lewis Titterton. 


} 


Cecil Carmichael of WLW, Cincy, 
did a quick in and out as did Frank 
| Meson of NBC. 
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| ANOTHER REASON ADVERTISING IS MORE EFFECTIVE ON DOMINANT WBBM 
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PAT AND MIKE . . . Patrick Driscoll, 
6513 Ellis Avenue, is one of the Chicago 
school children in WBBM’s annual 
“School” to give youngsters from 6 to 
18 a chance to work with radio. Says 
Mr. Leonard Power of Federal Radio 
Education Commission, “I think this is 
the most interesting story that has come 
out of Juvenile radio activities.” 


FOR THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, a 
WBBM broadcast found World War I 
war veterans who had failed to claim 
their 18-year old bonus. Lively local 
handling of public service, special events, 
¢ivic welfare, religious, agricul tural, 
educational, outstanding news and 
sports programs keeps ten million lis- 
teners attentive to WBBM. ‘ 






0,000 Watts 
Midwestern Key Station for The 


Represented by RADIO SALES: New York, Charlotte, 
Chicago, Detroit, $t. Louis, Los Angeles, San Francisco 


CHICAGO 
Columbia Broadcasting System 





‘“ 
RUSHING THE GROWLER is Todd Hunter, WBBM newscaster. After 
being made Special Staff Safety Officer by Illinois Secretary of State for 
“outstanding special safety programs,” Hunter changed personalities, hurried 
to stage show which took WBBM listeners to the season’s first circus. 
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rigged up a new gag for this con- {| livered by special authority of man- 


| agement to Lester Gottlieb, of Mu- 
tual. 
legend, ‘This is reserved exclusively | 


vention.. Snyder stuck a sign on 
one of the Lobby chairs with the 


for L. B. Wilson, grand potentate 
of Whimsy’ and signatured ‘Glenn 
Snyder, chairman of the commiitee 
on ultra conveniences.’ 





NBC station rep department has 
John Norton, Easton Wooley, Otto 
Brandt and Sheldon Hickox here. 





Larry Wolters, of the Chicago 
Tribune, and Dorothy Doran, of the 
Akron Beacon, among radio editors 
covering convention. 





Bill Thomas, of Young & Rubi- 
cam, arrived Monday. Carlos Franco 
of same agency also here. 





Bill Kostka, NBC press* chief, has 
his cameramen, Tommy Weber and 
Maynard Stitt, on hand, 


W. E. Macfarlane, Mutual prez, 
didn’t wait for the convention to un- 
veil, but hurried back to Chicago 
following the close of the Mutual 
stockholders’ meeting Sunday. 








Lindsey and Gilmore Nunn in 
deep huddle first thing Monday, fig- 
uring how much their Louisville- 


Huntington stations will have to pay | 
under the Mutual-ASCAP plan onj| 


the basis 1940 income. 





Lewis Allen Weiss around in his 
usual sartorial splendor. Also rating 
as an esquire epic is Jack Howard, 
of Scripps-Howard stations. 





Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, figures he has averaged three 
hours’ sleep each night from Friday 
to Tuesday. 





W. H. Lancaster, WJHZ, Johnson 
City. Tenn., spent Monday afternoon 
greeting everybody in the Jefferson 
Lobby with an invitation to visit him 
back home even if the NAB can’t 
hold its next convention there. 





Fred Brokaw confessed in an in- 
timate moment that he plays the 
mad Russian in ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You,’ to be presented at the 
Playhouse, Summit, N. J., next 
month, 





Paul Raymer wearing wing insig- 
nia which he earned in last war as 
naval aviator. 





Don Withycomb at convention 
representing M. H. Aylesworth, of 
Pan-American Cultural Committee. 
Withycomb just became his aide. 





Capt. Barney Oldfield, fugitive 
from radio in Lincoln, Neb., visit- 
ing convention in khaki and pith 


helmet. He’s public relations officer 
of Jefferson Barracks, but lives in 
Chase. 

ASCAP -meeting Sunda, played 


ASCAP tunes throughout the broad- 
casters’ meeting, to the irritation of 
some members, who complained to 
the manager. 





Newspapermen, including Jack 
Gould, ot N. Y. Times, did five-hour 
session outside the ASCAP discus- 
sion chamber Saturday without food. 
Finally shared one sandwich de- 


FM FOR ROCHESTER 
W51R, Subsid of WHAM, Opens 
With Sponsor and $60 Rate-Card 








Rochester, N. Y., May 13. 

FM station W51R (sister-station of 
long-wave WHAM) bowed in last 
week with special invitation pro- 
gram in Kilbourn Hall, Eastman 
School of Music. Two-hour show 
and demonstration included trick 
stuff by visible and hidden musicians 
to emphasize quality of reproduction. 

New station, operating 8:30 a.m. to 
10:30 p.m. daily, is eliminating talk 
as far as possible and centering on 
class music. Estimated there are 
about 600 set-owners hereabouts at 
present. 

B. Forman Co. became first adver- 
tiser by sponsoring the inaugural 
program. Rate-card calls for $60 an 
hour basic price. 





WING, Dayton, to Blue 


WING, Dayton, becomes a basic 
NBC-Blue station tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

It has been part of the basic’ Red 
and Blue supplementary list. 


Convention Cross-Talk 


Continued from page 22 














Broadcasters were so confused by 
the technicalities of both the ASCAP 
and FCC issues that some kiddingly 
| Said they were going to wire their 
_lawyers to join them in St. Louis. 





Convention has receivec an un- 
usually heavy turnover of agency 
| time-buyers. Largest representation 
| is from J. Walter Thompson, with 
|Linnea Nelson, from New York, 
| Margaret Wiley from the Chicago 
office, and Helen McGrath from San 
| Francisco, Other agency people in- 
| clude Moe Kleinfeld, of Franklin 
_Bruck; John Lynch, of Esty; Ned 
Midgley, of B.B.D.&O.; and Barnie 
Procter, of Biow. Most notable ab- 
sence is probably Reggie Scheubel, 
of the Biow agency. 








NBC delegation here includes A. L. 
Ashby, Hugh Veville, Frank Chizzini, 
| Sheldon Coons, Mrs. Doris Corwith, 
| Ken Dyke, Lloyd Egner, Sherman 
| Gregory, O. B. Benson, Horton 
| Heath, William S. Hedges, C. W. 
Horn, Keith Kiggins, Harry Kopf, 
Bill Kostka, Frank Mason, B. F. Mc- 
Clancy, Roberts Morris, Frank Mul- 
len, Robert Myers, and Jennings 
Pierce. 








Suds Makers Woo 
Mpls. Radio After 


Klauber and Weber Swap Jibes 


Papers Refuse Ads CBS Exec Taunts Mutual as Non-Constructive—But 
Weber Says He ‘At Least Provided Competition’ 





Minneapolis, Mzy 13. 


With the Cowles interests gaining | 


complete control over the entire 


press here as a result of the consoii- 
dation of the Tribune newspapers 
with the Star-Journal, beer and 
liquor ads are completely out of all 
the sheets, and the suds dispensers 
are losing no time in hopping on the 
radio bandwagon. Previously, the 
Tribune mnewspapers-morning end 
evening—had accepted beer and 
liquor advertising. However, it has 
been persona non grata with the 
Star-Journal ever since its acquisi- 
tion by the Cowles. 

Starting May 16, a new half-hour 
local show, sponsored by Minne- 
apolis Grain Belt Beer, goes on 
WCCO. Entitled ‘Friendly Tavern,’ 
it will feature Clellan Card, WCCO 
announcer, as host, the station’s 14- 
piece orchestra, and other staff en- 
tertainers. Guest artists will appear 
from time to time, ostensibly visiting 
the ‘tavern.’ 

The Hamm Brewing company él- 
ready has a 15-minute sports show 
on WCCO daily. The Fitger Brew- 


ing company, starting May 26, will. 


take five minutes three days a week 
on the same station. Still another 
brewing company, Schmidt’s, has be- 
gun negotiations for time. 


About the only thing of signifi- 
cance that happened at last Wednes- 
day’s (7) meeting of the National 
Association of Broadcasters’ execu- 
tive committee at the Hotel Roose- 
velt, N. Y., -vas a flare-up by Edward 
Klauber, CBS executive v.p., in 
which he called the Mutual Network 
a ‘parasite. The committee had met 
to determine what stand the N.A.B. 


should take on the FCC’s monopoly | 


report. It was decided to let the 
full board of the N.A.B. decide this 
question at a meeting in St. Louis 
during the N.A.B. convention. 
Klauber also declared that Mutual 
has not contributed anything worth- 
while to the industry and has as a 
rule taken ‘undesirable business.’ 
Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, present as committeeman, par- 
ried these remarks with the state- 
ment that Mutual, if nothing else, has 
contributed competition. Anyway, 
Weber added, the issue had to do 
with the monopoly report and it 
was his opinion that it was not a 
matter for Klauber to discuss within 
the association, nor should he seek 
to get the N.A.B. to fight his battles. 
Present at this gathering, besides 


Klauber and Weber, were J. Harold 
Ryan, of WSPD, Toledo: John Ken- 
nedy, of the West Virginia Network; 
John Elmer, of WCBM, Baltimore, 
and Frank Russell, NBC’s Washing- 
ton v.p. Harold Hough, of WBAP, 
Fort Worth, was an invited guest as 
chairman of the Newspaper-Radio 
Committee. 





JOE WEED SUES WBAX 


Rep Alleges Station Owes $3,642 in 
Commissions 





Joseph J. Weed, stztion sales rep, 
filed a N. Y. supreme court action 
last week against John H. Stenger, 
Jr., doing business as WBAX and 
the Stenger Broadcasting Co., seek- 
ing $3,642 allegedly due on com- 
missions. Weed was national adver- 
tising representative of the defend- 
ant from June, 1938, to March, 1941. 

Under the contract with WBAX 
which operates from Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., plaintiff was to receive 15% of 
all advertising turned in. The sued 
for amount represents the difference 
due between what plaintiff received 
and what he claims he is entitled to. 








LIFE CAN BE 
A THING OF BEAUTY, 


Mr. Transcription Buyer 

















]JORN FINEGAN| 























Wrote Mocks “Cotemoia.~ cat QD tos. v0. Ps 0G 
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he’s ever run into, with RUSH signs written all over it! 





Ee 


OK at John Finegan, for instance... Right now he’s sitting on top of a 


mighty ornery little problem —the most important transcription job 


But John isn’t worried. Ten minutes ago he put his formula for tough ones 


into action by picking up his phone and giving us his headache. 


And he knows from experience that there won’t be any hitches on his job. 


be a studio cleared and waiting for him, All the equipment he needs 


happy, carefree transcription buyers? Try us on your next assignment—we 


have studios waiting for you in New York, Chicago and Hollywood. 


. ol 
A gp 


MADE BY THE COLUMBIA RECORDING CORPORATION * A SERVICE OF 





THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


When he saunters over to our new Columbia Transcription Service, there’]] 


and 


it’s the most modern in the world—will be at his exclusive disposal until 
he has finished recording. With NO DELAYS or INTERRUPTIONS. 
And, incidentally, he'll get as slick a set of ultra high-quality transcriptions 


as ever dazzled a client. Why don’t you join John in the ranks of Columbia’s 
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: Radio to Aid Army's Early-Risers 


Get-’Em-Up Cheerful, Regarded as Radio’s Long 
Suit, Cues’ Red, White and Blue Network | 


Washington, May 18. | CENTRAL FOUR A’S ELECTS. 

Another ‘network’—existing only 
in time and on paper—has been pro- 
posed by the War Department as the } 
latest move to get radio’s help in| 
sustaining morale of the expanding 
Army. All stations will get bids to 
join the ‘Red, White and Blue’ web 











John McDonald New District Chair- 
man of Admen’s Ass’n 





Chicago, May 13. 
Last week the Central Council of 
the American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies elected a new 
‘slate headed by John McDonald, of 


Educational? 





Ithaca, N. Y., May 13. 

WHCU, local station operated 
by Cornell University, last week 
sent exploitation notice to ad- 
vertising agencies and prospec- 
tive sponsors. It was a tiny 
three-cornered piece of cloth re- 
sembling a diaper and carrying a 
small safety pin, 

Message printed on the cloth 
called attention to WHCU’s new 
wave-length and added the re- 
mark, ‘Your Radio Needs 
Changing, Too.’ 


: Molar K.0.’s Barnes 

















that would carry special early-morn- 
ing programs for the boys in camp. 

Suggestion that the early-riser, | 
breakfast club, eye-opener and other 
crack of dawn spots be lerded with 
bugle calls—like reveille, mess, as- 
sembly—and tunes and news of spe- | 
cial interest to the listeners at nearby 
forts, air fields, and other posts is 
being sent out with a message from 
the Army’s morale division. Brig. 


the Buchen agency, as chairman; Ar- 
thur Mogge, of the Mogge agency, as | 
Schwimmer & Scott agency, as sec- 
retary-treasurer. 


Board also added three new two- 
year members—J. K. Laird, of Young 
& Rubicam, Jack Scott, of S. & S., 
me Leon Hussey, of Fuller, Smith & 

Oss. 


Pat Barnes, who does the recorded 
‘Manhattan at Sunrise’ program | 


vice-chairman, and Jack Scott, of| daily over WEAF, New York, and/| 


handles the Noxzema Borough quiz | 


‘series, is off both shows for at least 
|a week, 

| Bedded at his Bronxville (N. Y.) | 
| wens with strep infection and high! 
fever. Iiiness followed wisdom) 
tooth extraction. 





Bob Burke, Multi-Voiced, 
Sponsored in Fort Worth 


Fort Worth, May 13. 
Pangborn Co. candy and ice 
cream manufacturers, signed for 
quarter-hour progrems on KGKO. 
Series will be titled ‘Jolly Polly 
Party.’ Robert Burke, many voiced 


| comedian, will be talent. 


Set by Kane agency. 


New NBC Spieler 


Buffalo, May 13. 

Denton Butt, known as Robert 
Denton, leaving WBEN to join NBC’s 
general spieling staff in New York 
Thursday (15). 

He was with that web in Chicago 
for two years before going back to 
WBEN to handle production in 1937. 











KTBC, Austin, Tex.,' owned and 
operated by State Capitol Broad- 
casting Associetion, has appointed 
Furgason & Walker as national rep- 
resentatives. 


PROPAGANDA’ 
UNIT FOR WCAU 


Philadelphia, May 13, 
A miniature ‘institute of propa- 
ganda analysis’ has been set up by 
Joseph Connelly, promotion di. 
tector of WCAU. The ‘propaganda’ 
which is ‘analyzed’ are the trade 
paper advertising and promotional 
| pieces issued by WCAU’s com- 
Claims of other stations 








| petitors. 
‘are ‘debunked’ and a ‘true picture’ 
jot Philly’s radio industry is pre- 
| sented, to WCAU steffers and cus- 
| tomers, according to Connelly. 

The ‘analysis’ is sent in the form 
of a weekly news letter to repre- 
| sentatives of the station in distant 
points. Letter No. 1 attacked audi- 
ence claims of one of the other 
‘Philly stations, 











Gen. James A. Ulio of the Adjutant 
General’s office is making the zppeal, 
reinformed by Capt. Gordon Hitten- 
mark, local NBC announcer, and Ed 
Kirby, former public relations direc- 
tor for National Association of 
Broadcasters. Both of the latter are 
helping the War Department cook up 
program idees that will interest the 
industry and general public as well 
as the draftees. 

War Department thinks it would 
be a great contribution if every sta- 
tion with a military post in its serv- 
ice area (and there aren’t many 
which fzil to cover some assemblage 
of the armed forces) would help 
wake the Army up. No gratis tran- 
scriptions are in sight, but Hitten- 
mark would send frequent ideas and 
spot announcements which could be 
sandwiched in with the regular re- 
cordings and news bulletins. 





Two Miles Away 
Louisville, May 13. 

One of the new developments at 
Fort Knox, Armored Force Replace- 
ment Center, about 30 miles from 
Louisville, is the installation of a 
complete loud speaker system, over 
which will be played bugle calls 
from reveille to taps. Instead of the 
well-known bugler, new mechanized 
forces will be roused by calls re- 
corded by four trumpeters, and all 
other standard Army calls are 
rapidly being recorded, a job running 
into 50 to 100 recordings. 

Specifications are for the speckers 
to be heard a distance of 1,800 feet, 
but judging from the tremendous 
power of the speakers under test, 
music and bugle calls will be heard a 
distance of some two miles. 


WEMP Ball Spieler 
Quits Day of First 
Game; Manager Subs 








Milwaukee, May 13. 


Fahey Flynn, announcer broad- 
casting the Milwaukee Brewers’ 
baseball games for WEMP, which 
this season got the American Asso- 
ciation radio contract for the first 
time, quit the job this past week to 
accept an announcing berth with 
WBBM in Chicago. He offered C. J. 
(Chuck) Lanphier, station manager, 
a two weeks’ notice, but was de- 
clined pronto on the grounds that 
his quitting had put his boss behind 
the eight ball. 

Flynn’s decision to leave was 
given to Lanphier at 1:30 on Wednes- 
day afternoon. The ball game was 
scheduled to start at 2, so Lanphier 
dashed to the ball park and did his 
Own announcing, although he had 
not spieled a baseball game since 
he announced the White Sox games 
in Chicago in 1933. 

WEMP’s baseball broadcasts are 
under sponsorship of General Mills 
and Fahey Flyan’s name is in the 
contract as announcer, but the sta- 
tion had not put him under contract 
with itself. When Lanphier notified 
General Mills of what had hap- 
pened, execs took a tolerant view of 
the situation, so relations between 
station and sponsor apparently won't 
be disturbed. 


Flynn had been announcing at 
WEMP about a year, coming from 
WIBU, Poynette, Wis. When he was 
picked for the baseball job, Lan- 
phier took him to Ocala, Fla., for 
the Brewers’ spring training season, 
and recently billed him heavily all 
ever town to build up a listening 
audience. 
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London Calling 


London, April 22. 

perrick and Terence De Marney 
have carried their teamwork to the 
ether, going on in a weekly serial 
hy Peter Creswell, ‘Robbery Under 
Arms.’ Piece is adapted from Aus- 
tralian adventure yarns of Rolf Bold- 
rewood. The DeMarneys also have 
a film production unit in operation, 
turning out briefies in which they 
act, direct and produce. Piece brings 
them to radio for the first time to- 
gether—all previous chores being 
along the solo route. 





Renee Houston and Donald Stew- 
art drew two ether interviews in a 
week; former quipped, they’re now 
open for dates. 





Evelyn Laye back to radio for a 
special airer for her by Charlie 
Tovey. Songstress has much of her 
time taken up these war days in ar- 


—EE ——— 


ranging entertainment for the Navy, 
| of whose show biz group she’s chair- 
| man, 





City of Manchester as a try-out 
| spot for legit shows, given an ether 
buildup by S. R. Littlewood, dra- 
| matic critic, in a series of recollec- 
| tions of stuff that’s bowed and come 
| West End-ing. He’s doing a smooth 
| job, along with support from vocal- 
| ists Denis Noble, Helen Clare, Hor- 
ace Percival and Sylvia Cecil. 





George Shearing, blind pianist, 
ethering with the Ambrose aggrega- 
tion on his own compositions. Ann 
Shelton and Sam Browne, warblers, 
are also booked into the session. 





Frank Cellier from legit will take* 
on the star guest spot with BBC 
| Drama Group, for month of May. 








Gasmask Blurbs 





London, April 15. 


Latest thing in spot announce- 
ments, style 1941, is uncovered 
by BBC. At opening and clos- 
ing, with frequently a cut-in 
during the show itself, announc- 
ers ask listeners ‘Are you car- 
rying your gas mask?’ The short, 
punchy lineage will undoubtedly 
do more to make the nation gas- 
conscious than press blurbs. 

It’s being done systematically, 
choosing the better shows, but 
being cued in by the name per- 
former in order to mesh and, at 
the same time, sidestep annoying. 

ee 








Steel’s London Trip 





Johannes Steel, commentator for 
WOR and WMCA, New York, left 
Saturday (10) by Clipper for Lisbon 
and London. He'll be in England 10 
days or two weeks, looking over the 
situation and interviewing govern- 
ment officials. 


| 





CBS KEEPS MOTHER 
OF WHITE INFORME 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Mrs. Mary A. White, mother of 
Leigh White, CBS correspondent in 
the Balkans, is receiving regular 
bulletins whenever possible about 
her son’s adventures with the British 
forces. 

Latest information was that her 
boy had been wounded by a German 
machine gunner in an airplane, but 
/ wound up safely in Egypt after har- 
rowing days in a small boat. 











| Oak Harbor.—James Barnhart has 
been named technical operator of 
WGTC, Greenville, N. C. 

















The Sporting thing to do is to tune to Mutual. The Baseball World Series has for years 


been a Mutual exclusive. 80, too, last year was the Professional Feotball Play-off. And 


now (starting June 18th) all World Championship Boxing Bouts come into our corner. 


All are sponsored by Gillette. Bayuk “Phillies” found out long ago that sporting people 


are loyal to Mutual, that’s why they have presented “The Inside of Sports” over this 


network 8 days a week on some stations (6 days on others!) for 156 consecutive weeks. 





| radio in Mexico. 


Mexican Radio Substantially Better; 
XEW Alone Is 207, Ahead of 1940 


Mexico City, May 13. 
Radio business Station XEW 
here is 20% ahead of 1940. This fact 
is revealed by Othon Velez, general 
manager of the station. 


‘The Mexican public and business- 
men have at last become decidedly 
air minded,’ Velez declared in an in- 
terview with Vaniery. ‘This falling 
in line is on the part of manufactur- 
ers as well as distributors. There is 
now far less sales resistance. Mexi- 
can businessmen in the provinces 
who have been notoriously reluc- 
tant to take on modern methods for 
advertising their wares are now be- 
ing rapidly convinced. 

‘In 1940 all commercial radio sta- 
tions in Mexico had a very good 
year, indeed the best year they had 
since radio was really commercial- 
ized in this country in 1930. There 
are strong indications that this year 
will be perhaps even better for all 
Part of this is due 
to confidence in the government, 
thanks to the really important works 
President Manuel Avila Camacho 
has accomplished since he took office 
last Dec. 1. Also there is less of 
war jitters in Mexico than in most 
countries. While there is certainly 
no boom in this country, as some had 
expected, things are going along 
pretty nicely.’ 

Radio stations in Mexico are free 
of labor difficulties for the present. 
The manager was careful to say for 
the present, for the biggest, strongest 
and toughest of the four unions with 
which they must deal, the musicians, 
will be asking for a new work con- 
tract in September, and ‘quien sabe’ 
what their demands will be. The 
musicians’ union has 3,000 members 
here. The other unions the radio 
stations have had to deal with are: 
the song composers; general white 
collar staffs; technicians and artistes, 
and, of course, carpenters, bricklay- 
ers, painters and other artisans, 
These unions and the stations now 
get along very nicely, Velez said. 

XEW is the largest and most im- 
portant station in Mexico, now that 
‘Doc’ Brinkley’s mouthpiece (150,000 
watts), at Villa Acuna, across from 
Del Rio, Tex., has been at long last 
silenced. 


F.D.R. A Puzzle 


= Continued from page 41 
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whether it’s the right one. That is 
that Mr. Rooseveit was horrified 
when Ethridge let the world know 
he had received a ‘Dear Mark’ letter 
asking him to make a comprehensive 
study of the many controversial mat- 
ters related to government versus 
radio. 

In view of the President’s illness, 
which meant no press conferences 
last week, nobody has been able to 
ask direct question that might clear 
up the Situation. Attaches at the 
White House have failed to throw 
any light on it. Ethridge was unable 
to get the interview he hoped for. 
Chairman Fly has been unwilling to 
indicate whether he had the Presi- 
dent’s backing, while other regula- 
tors either say they are entirely un- 
informed or act mysterious. 

Industry front men profess not to 
believe that Mr. Roosevelt gave Fly 
et al the nod. Not in view of the 
Ethridge letter. Their only explana- 
tion—based entirely on deduction— 
is that on one of his recent trips to 
the Executive Mansion the Commish 
chairman talked in generalities about 
getting out the report and the Presi- 
dent, without knowing exactly what 
was intended, agreed it would be a 
good idea to clean up the matter. 

If the President was taken by 
surprise or the F.C.C. majority 
stole a march on Ethridge, a chance 
remains that the rules may not go 
into effect. A week has passed, 
though, since the report was issued, 
and the White House hasn’t shown 
any disposition to interfere or re- 
spond to squawks about the news- 
paper criticism. 

The effectiveness of the regulations 
can be averted by a Commish motion 
to hold a hearing. Such a move 
would cause blushes, but if the 
White House gave the word there 
would be no reason for not backing 
down, no matter how embarrassing. 
Remonstrance by the Chief Execu- 
tive naturally would make the 
crack-downers think again. If the 
chains or individual licensees 
formally petition for a chance to 
argue against the new rules, it is 
possible to stave off the execution. 





Then the Commish could decide it 
had made a serious mistake. 
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John Wilstach Calls Calamity Jane 


Seattle, May 13. 


— 
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On ‘We the People a Hoax; Rebuttal 





Rhinebeck, N. Y. | 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Of all the fakes that have ever 
been heard on ‘We the People’ May 
6—worse than one of the often ex- 
posed member of the Dalton Gang— 
was the appearance of the supposed 
daughter, offspring of the marriage 
of Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity 
Jane. This is a libel on a great 
western peace officer, who was only 
married once and then to the only 
woman who ever ran and owned a 
circus, Mrs. Agnes Lake, who took 
over Lake’s Circus after her hus- 


band was killed by a desperado. Her 
son-in-law was Gil Robinson, of the 
great Robinson circus clan, who died 
a few years ago, but not before 
writing a fine book about the Rob- 
inson Circus called ‘Old Wagon 
Show Days.’ “Yickok and Mrs. Lake 
were married “March 5, 1876, some 
years after the mythical marriage to 
Calamity Jane, which is a libel, 
brought about, no doubt, by the fact 
that Jane asked to be buried beside 
Wild Bill, many years after his 
death. 

My father, Frank J. Wilstach, 
wro‘e the authentic life of ‘Wild 
Bill Hickok,’ and I had the privi- 
lege of helping him in -this work, 
which he dedicated to me. The book 
was used by Mr. DeMille in the 
making of “The Plainsman.’ There 
is a chapter called ‘The Calamity 
Jane-Wild Bill Myth.’ This is a quote 
from Ellis T. Pierce, an old plains- 
man, who knew Calamity Jane well, 
on any relationship between Jane 
and Bill: 

‘Wild Bill was a married man | 
and seemed to think much of | 
his wife, and I never saw him 
associating with lewd women, I | 
camped with Jane when we 

were scouts and, drunk or sober, | 
she never made any talk to me | 
about Bill, or even mentioned 
his name that I can remember. 
Jane was great on notoriety and 
that is why she asked our Pi- 
oneer Society to plant her next 
to Bill so she also could be in 
the limelight.’ 

Continues the biography: 

‘It is little wonder that those 
who knew both Wild Bill and 
this unfortunate woman have 
been reluctant to admit that he 
could have any interest in her 


outside of purely casual 
quaintanceship.’ 


ac- 


Gabriel Heatter should do more. 


investigating before broadcasting 
libels on a great sheriff and his wife, 
a noble showwoman, who broke in 
James A. Bailey, afterward to be 
Barnum’s partner, into the circus 
business. Her daughter, Emma, 
married the son of John Robinson, 
Gil. Mrs. Lake, first a performer, 
had toured Europe in her adapta- 
tion of Byron’s ‘Mazeppa.’ Poor 
Calamity Jane was a scout and a 
pioneer, but she was a woman, ac- 
cording to all authorities, who had 
lived a life that was, even for the 
times, very free and easy. It seems 
too bad that, without any historical 
verification, people of note in the 
history of the early west, should be 
lied about in a national broadcast- 
ing program of repute like ‘We the 
People.’ Just a slight looking into 
the subject would have stopped such 
misinforming of the public. 

Incidentally, I was over to Dou- 
bleday-Doran, which published ‘Wild 
Bill Hickok,’ and talked to one of 
their editors, Schuyler Crane, and he 
thought that Calamity Jane fake on 
‘We, the People’ outrageous. 

I think, quite seriously, that this 
history-faking is something that 
should be discouraged. Just before 
‘We, the People’ went on the air I 
said: ‘Now we will hear the guy who 
was in the other box the night Lin- 
coln was shot, or a cousin of Jesse 
James, or some other history fak- 
ing’—and then they brought on the 
alleged daughter of Wild Bill and 





Calamity. Next week, from the 
poorhouse, Lillian Russell’s first 

beau! 
John Wilstach. 

[Ed. Note: John Wilstach is a 


writer and historian.] 


Committee Replies 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
In the letter from John Wilstach, 


the Listeners’ Radio Committee of | 


‘We The People’ has the following to 


say regarding the story of Calamity | 


_ RADIO FUNDS 


} 


Jane on a recent broadcast: 

First, every story told by the 
guests and accepted by the Listen- 
ers’ Radio Committee is his or her 
own story, authenticated as thor- 
oughly as is possible by the sources 
at our command. Second, pho- 
tostatic copies of Calamity Jane’s 












41,000 
CLEVELANDERS 


“CAME THROUGH!” 








E THINK every American schoolroom deserves an 


American flag! That’s why, on May 10th, we staged 


the program “Old Glory for Young America,’ 


> 


one of the 


most potent radio shows ever produced locally... to raise 


funds for placing the Stars and Stripes in every public and 


parochial school in the county. 


Rounded up by Special Events Director Sid Andorn were 


Bob Feller, Abe Lyman, Bernie Cummings, Lang Thompson 


«..22 acts, 253 performers, a production staff of 59... 


backed up by the co-operation of the Cuyahoga County 


Council of American Legion Posts and the Board of Education. 


It was ‘‘May tenth at ten” 
y 


when the program took the air 


... 2:47 A. M. when, with the sign off, came announcement 


that more than 41,000 contributors had “come through!” 


And so, on June 2nd, when youngsters return to school 
after the Memorial Day week-end, Old Glory will be at the 


head of every class! 


We think this generous response from folks out our way 
might give you advertising men some information that’s 
not found in market data studies! 
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THE FRIENDLY STATION 


CLEVELAND 





BASIC STATION ... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. INC., NAT'L REPRESENTATIVE | of his nationality. 


Beginning May 9, KOL will 
have no daytime serials on its 
schedule. Dropping of ‘Friendly 
Neighbors,’ Alka-Seltzer’s morn- 
ing drama show, leaves the sta- 
tion without a single tear-jerker 
during the day. 

Mighi be some sort of a rec- 
ord. The fizz product has taken 
the 10 o’clock news across the 
board instead, upping it from a 
former twice-a-week deal. 








diary to her daughter, Mrs. Jean 
Hickok McCormick, were sent to us 
prior to the broadcast; photostatic 
copies of letters registering the diary 
in Washington as original material 
from Calamity Jane were sent to us. 
Third, photostatie copies and two 
letters to her foster-father, who was 
James O'Neil, and Calemity Jane’s 
last will and testament were for- 
warded to us prior to the broad- 
cast. There was no indication of 
anything unearthed that was con- 
trary to the details of the diary és 
forwarded to us before the broad- 
cast. Also, Mrs. McCormick gave us 
assurance such facts as sent to the 
Listeners’ Radio Committee were 
authentic and without any reason for 
questioning, upon which the Listen- 
ers’ Radio Committee accepted the 
detzils of the story in all good faith 
from her. 

Again, as stated above, ‘We The 
People’ presents stories as the 
guest’s own story or experience as 
a cross-section from all walks of 
life. There was no effort on the part 
of the Listeners’ Radio Committee 
to distort any facts such as were 
avcilable to them which, as I have 
already said, were accepted in good 
faith as being what might be called, 
after seeing the article of Mr. 
Wilstach’s, a disputed bit in Amer- 
ican history. 

Assuring you that all concerned 
acted in good faith, I em very sin- 
cerely. 

Donald W. Severn. 
For the Listeners’ Radio Committee. 





CONGRESS OK'S 


INTERIOR DEPT. 





} 
| Washington, May 13. 


| Funds for continuance of the In- 
terior Department’s radio section 
| have been approved by Congress, 
| with $3,000 transferred from the 
contingent expenses fund to the 
|salaries account of the Secretary of 


Interior and an additional $4,280 au- | 


| thorized for the hiring of a radio 


engineer and an assistant clerk- 
stenographer. 
Opposition that cropped up last 


year over alleged propagandizing by 
Secretary Ickes and his radio staff 
| was lacking when members of Con- 
| gress quizzed Michael W. Straus, the 
Department’s director of informa- 
| tion; Ickes and Assistant Secretary 
| Burlew about the needs of the radio 
|} section. Representative Charles H. 
| Leavy, supplied a satisfactory pat 
| on the back for the ‘patriotic duty’ 
| that is being performed by the in- 
|formation division, stating that the 
$76,530 requested for all information 
service ‘is extremely small.’ 

Budget estimates for the radio sec- 
| tion for fiscal 1941 were $21,650, 
with $15,000 appropriated. The 1942 
|estimate adds a radio engineer to 
the payroll at $3,200 and a clerk at 
$1,620. 

One of the chief complaints of the 
information director was remedied 
by Congress when strings were re- 


| moved from a $3,000 item which last | 
|; year was voted for the production | 


| Of transcriptions. Through a tech- 
|nicality, the money could not be 
used for the purposes intended. 


Czechs Don’t Like 
Time Change—Squawk 


Milwaukee, May 13. 

Foreign language programs may 
be a source of revenue, but they also 
produce their headaches. Now the 
Czecho-Slovaks assert they are be- 
ing kicked around because WEMP 
| has been compelled to shift their 
programs from one spot to another, 
| due to the baseball season and day- 
| light saving. 

John Klabouch, publisher of a lo- 
cal Czecho-Slovak newspaper, who 
registered the newest complaint, 

to represent 40,000 listeners 








Clean Sweep | 


: From The Production Centres 


+ 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Nancy Grey, WTMJ, Milwaukee, commentator, is currently in New York 
interviewing Carrie Chapman Catt, Ethel Barrymore, Thyra Samter Wins. 
lew, Sophie Kerr and Cleire Tree Major. 

Peggy Gould and Helen Harmon doing series of half-minute recorded 
commercials for Lamston’s stores....Gifford Cochrane scripted next 
week's (20) ‘Grand Central Station’ show... .Jessie Royce Landis hospital- 
ized for operation, so Violet Heming replaced her on ‘Grand Central’ last 
night (Tuesday)....John Hurley, ex-Variery, on night shift in CBS pub. 
licity department....Albert Scharper, Jr., also ex-Variety, joined pub- 
licity department of N. Y. Centra] R. R. 

Helena Horn joined ‘Cats 'n’ Jammers,’ with Erskine Butterfield orch 
....Show moved from Friday to Sunday evenings....George Hamilton 
Combs, Jr., cracked his ankle playing tennis and is now originating his 
WHN commentator series from his home....Josef Honti marks this month 
his 10th anniversary as NBC staff conductor....Jose Renatc, Spanish gui- 
tarist, started first U. S. series Sunday afternoons on WOR. 

Ilka Chase, Lucille Manners and Ben Grauer will be among the auctioneers 
at the benefit auction for British War Relief this afternoon (Wednesday) 
at Temple gallery....Curt Conway joined cast of Helen Walpole’s serial, 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’....Jock MacGregor added to ‘Orphans of 
Divorce’ cast....Walton Butterfield, who formerly had an interview se. 
ries on CBS, joined ‘Just Plain Bill’ serial....ditto George Sturgeon..., 
Lois Hall newcomer to ‘Stella Dallas’ troupe....‘Tournament of Knowl- 
edge,’ quiz series with students of highschools in Queens borough, aired 
weekdays on WWRL....Peggy Juaranick, WWRL receptionist, will be 
married next month. 





POooese 


Don Becker Lought a 240-acre farm near Richmond, Va., and plans to 


modernize the 150-year-old house. Will commute by plane next year..., 
Budd Hulick (formerly partner of Stoopnagle) and Ralph Dumke (for- 
merly with Ed East) teamed for five-mornings-a-week comedy sustainer 
on NBC....Ruth Chatterton guests Friday (16) night on ‘Campbell Play- 
house,’ doing ‘Alien Corn’....Judith Anderson gets the nod next week 
(23) in play not yet selected....Hal James and Florence Sper] (Mrs. 
James), of the Compton agency, to Boston for brief visit....Recording 
band leaders and singers are presenting Martin Block, conductor of ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom’ on WNEW. with a special scroll, June 9. Barry Wood 
will make the presentation. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Ray Coffin, program director for Thomas Lee’s W6XAO, sold his seeing- 
eye dog serial for sponsorship on KHJ. He'll write the chapter and su- 
pervise production. Coffin was one of the earliest Hollywood press agents 
....-Sam Hayes begins his 1lth year of newscasting May 20....Dennis Day 
goes on a personal tour through the east after Jack Benny calls it a season 
....Frank Bull doing a nightly baseball series on KFWB for DeSoto deal- 
ers. Each night he highlights the big inning that won the day's major 
league ball game....Kay Kyser calls on Bing Crosby May 22, which should 





'mean that later Bing Crosby will call on Kay Kyser....Tony Martin’s 


sponsors are still mulling his summer status. He’ll know definitely by 
May 21, which is option time....Robert Arden, KFWB’s war analyst, east 
on a deal that would shortwave his daily comment to Europe in six lan- 
guages.,..Four indie stations profited from exploitation of the 20th-Fox 
picture, ‘Great American Broadcast.’ Lion’s share went to KFWB, which 
rarely plugs any pictures outside of Warners’ product. 


‘IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


| New high in sports cooperation with radio here was set this week with 
| KSFO’s arrangements to air the state tennis championship matches from 
the California Tennis Club. Racqueteers are making up their sked accord- 
ing to the time the station can clear, so that a feature match will go on at 
ro time, regardless of the hour....Two months after trekking to Mex- 
|}ico on a good-will tour, Bob Forward, KFRC announcer, is still talking 
| about it—in a weekly series of quarter-hour sustainers....Newspapers and 
| radio really got together this week when Robert J. McAndrews of NBC, 
| Hollywood, and Thor Smith, Call-Bulletin promotion chief, were teamed 
_for a direct mail session, at the Frisco Ad Club in Palace hotel....Peace 
| broke out on KFRC this week with inauguration of a daily quarter-hour 
| tabbed ‘Warless News’....Wax network-repeat of KFRC’s early-morning 

Breakfast Club, started last week, have been replaced by a live copy, with 
| Musician’s Union getting blame or credit 
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| WHA MODERNIZATION 

Madison, Wis., May 13. Denver's 
Radio station WHA, operated Original 

under state sponsorship at the Uni- ° 

versity of Wisconsin, is to be mod- All-Night 

ernized and improved to the extent Station 

| Of $32,250. The assembly this week 

passed a bill appropriating money Represented by Blair 

for such a purpose. 
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| COLORADO SPRINGS 


| CBS NETWORK 
AFFILIAT 


TED. WITH WKY; OKLAH 
THE OKLAHOMA \PUBI 
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Coast to coast by listeners’ vote, NBC 
Red sweeps the Movie-Radio Guide 1941 
Star of Stars Poll. More than 50,000 


radio listeners cast their votes—ballots were tab- 





‘ulated under the supervision of the American 
Audience Institute—and here’s what they show. 
The ballots for radio’s “star of stars" placed the 
crown on the brow of Bob Hope, ace comedian on 
Pepsodent’s Red Network program. And what's 
more...seven of the ten "Best Comedians”... seven 
of the ten "Best Announcers”... six of the ten “Best 
Actors"...seven of the ten “Best Masters of Ceremo- 
nies" and eight of the ten "Best Serial Dramatic Pro- 
grams” are heard on the RED. 

Congratulations to Bob Hope and to all the art- 
ists and sponsors whose outstanding showmanship 
is making NBC Red the nation’s first network 
again in 1941. 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 








NBC 


NETWORK 


THE NETWORK MOST PEOPLE LISTEN TO MOST 


Radio Star of Stars 


* Bob Hope 

* Jack Benny 

% Don McNeill 
* Bing Crosby 

* Edgar Bergen 
* Don Ameche 


Best Comedian 


Bob Hope 

Jack Benny 
Fibber McGee 
Edgar Bergen 
Eddie Cantor 
Ransom Sherman 
Frank Morgan 
Bob Burns 
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Best Announcer 

x Don Wilson 

% Milton Cross 

* Ken Carpenter 
* Harlow Wilcox 


*#* Durward Kirby 


* Ralph Edwards 
* Ben Grauer 


Best Actor 


* Don Ameche 

* Charles Boyer 

* Ezra Stone 

* Michael Raffetto 
* Hugh Studebaker 
* John Barrymore 


Best Actress 


* Joan Blaine 
* Betty Winkler 


Best Master of 
Ceremonies 

* Don McNeill 

* Bob Hope 

* Bing Crosby 

% Garry Moore 

* Clifton Fadiman 


* Rudy Vallee 
* Don Ameche 
% Ransom Sherman 
* Milton Cross 
* Don Wilson 


Best Male Singer 
of Popular Songs 
* Bing Crosby 

x Jack Baker 

* Dennis Day 

* Tony Martin 
x Rudy Vallee 

* Harry Babbitt 
* Frank Munn 

# Curley Bradley 


Best Woman Singer 
of Popular Songs 
Ginny Simms 
Evelyn Lynne 
Connie Boswell 
Nancy Martin 
Dinah Shore 

* Bonnie Baker 


Best Male Soloist 
of Classical Songs 
* Richard Crooks 
* Donald Dickson 
* James Melton 


* Frank Munn 
t Jack Baker 


Best Woman Soloist 
of Classical Songs 
* Margaret Speaks 
* Jean Dickenson 
* Francia White 
* Lucille Manners 


*x> > + 


Best News 
Commentator 


¥ Lowell Thomas 
* H. V. Kaltenborn 
* Walter Winchell 


Best Sports Commentator 


# Bill Stern 

*x Fort Pearson 
* Graham McNamee 
* Hal Totten 


Best Dramatic Program 
* One Man’s Family 
* Aldrich Family 

* Everyman’s Theater 


Best Musical Program 

* Kay Kyser 

* Voice of Firestone 

% Metropolitan Opera 

Hour of Charm 

Pleasure Time 

American Album 
of Familiar Music 

* Telephone Hour 


+ + + 


Best Variety Program 
+ Breakfast Club 
Kraft Music Hall 
Chase & Sanborn 
Bob Hope 
Fibber McGee 
Club Matinee 
Rudy Vallee 

*% Maxwell House 


Best Dance Orchestra 
* Kay Kyser 

* + Horace Heidt 
* Fred Waring 
% Tommy Dorsey 
* Sammy Kaye 
* Abe Lyman 


ben 
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Best Audience Participation 
* Kay Kyser 
* Dr. 1. Q. 
* Truth or Consequences 
t+ Breakfast Club 

*% Horace Heidt 
% Town Meeting 








Best Quiz Progres 

* Information, Please 

*% Quiz Kids 

* Dr. I. Q. 

* Kay Kyser 

* Battle of Sexes 

* Truth or Consequences 

* Uncle Jim’s Question Bee 


Best Serial Dramatic Program 
*% One Man’s Family 

* I Love a Mystery 

* Bachelor’s Children 


x Vic and Sade 


*% Aldrich Family 

* Guiding Light 

* Life Can Be Beautiful 
* Road of Life 


Best Educational Program 

* Information, Please 

* University of Chicago 
Round Table 

* Cavalcade of America 

% Music Appreciation Hour 

t America’s Town Meeting 

% Farm and Home Hour 

tr Quiz Kids 

* World Is Yours 


Best Children’s Program 

% Quiz Kids 

t Coast to Coast on a Bus 
#% Bud Barton 

*% Tom Mix 

*% Our Barn 

* Jack Armstrong 


My Favorite Program 

*% Breakfast Club 

* One Man’s Family, 

* Kraft Music Hall 

* Jack Benny 

% Metropolitan Opera 

* Fibber McGee and Molly 
* Bob Hope 


Congratulations also to NBC BLUE for its excellent showing 
... (The BLUE tied for second place with six “first awards”) 


(SOLID STAR) Indicates Red Network program or person-‘ity. 
(OPEN STAR) Indicates Blue Network program or personality. 
(SOLID AND OPEN STAR) indicate program or personality appearing on both Red and Bive. 
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‘THE WORLD'S BEST’ 


‘COLLEGE HUMOR’ 


With Helen Claire, Henrietta Cros- With Franklyn McCormick, Virginia 


man, Richard Kendrick, Frederic) 
Tozere, Irene Hubbard, Peter Cap- | 
pel, Alfred Smiley 
Drama 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining . 
Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
WJIZ-NBC, New York 

NBC debuted this series last 
Thursday night (8) with an air and | 
a method that bespoke a high degree 
of skill in every department. The 
line-reading was finished, the direc- 
tion by Arthur F. Hanna _ sure- 
handed and well-thought-out and the 
scripting made Ranald R. Mac- 
Dougall worthy of especial spot- 
lighting. MacDougall, a staff NBC 
writer, may be free with his adapta- 
tion, but he does know how to tell a 
crystal-clear story, highlight a dra- 
matic touch, keep his characteriza- 


tions deftly balanced and maintain 
mood. 
For the initial program Mac- 


Dougall dusted off a well-known tale 
from the works of Honore Balzac. 
He titled it ‘The Room Without a 
Door.’ It’s the story of the sardonic 
husband who walls up the dressing- 
room of his wife’s chamber believ- 
ing that it conceals her lover. The 
«-ife in time goes mad, but the hus- 
‘end to his dying day is kept in 
‘ubt about the presence of anyone 
in that walled compartment. The 
radio narrative was projected with 
the use of the flashback technique, 
an old servant relating what had 
happened to the wife’s nephew who 
visits the scene after all the princi- 
pals are dead, and the production 
packed all the mystery and desola- 
tion that the plot implied. ; 
Outstanding contributions in the 
east came from Helen Claire as the 
wife, Henrietta Crosman as the old 
servant and Richard Kendrick as the 
husband. Even the incidental music 
showed far more than average care 
in matching the score to dramatic 
mood. Odec. 





e 
“THOSE WHO HAVE MADE GOOD’ 
With Clifford Burdette, Canada Lee, 
Juanita Hall Choir 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 5:45 =. 
WNYC, New Yor 
New series started Sunday (11) 
via WNYC, New York. It’s called 
‘Those Who Have Made Good,’ and 
tells the success stories of outstand- 
ing Negroes. Obviously inclined to 
appea! most strongly to Negroes, it 
should nevertheless get a reasonable | 
following from all groups on its own | 
strength, as well as from the fact 
that there’s not too much competi-| 
tion at that particular hour. Among 
the 10 Negro subjects of the shows} 
re genuinely impressive figures. If | 
he scripts and production measure 
up, the programs should prove in- 
spiring. 
linitial stanza dealt with Canada 
oe who plays the lead in Orson| 
elles’ production of the Paul| 
ae Wright racial drama| 
‘Native Son,’ currently at the St.| 
James, N. Y. In an interview with| 
Clifford Burdette, the actor told of| 
his career as violinist, jockey, prize 
fighter, WPA actor, climaxed by his 
meeting Welles and getting oppor- 
tunities in the Negro ‘Macbeth’ and 
‘Native Son.’ Also paid tribute to 
™ 5rothy and DuBose Heyward, 
hose plays have provided Negroes 
ith strong acting parts instead of 
the chauffeur and parlor maid roles 
they had previously been offered. 
Following the autobiographical ses- 
sion, Lee revealed that he may play 
the title part in a production of 
‘Othello’ planned by Welles. He then 
gave a curiously passionless and in- 
é@rt reading of a monolog ‘passage 
from the Shakespeare tragedy. 
Burdette authored the script and 
was m.c. Juanita Hall Choir pro- 
vided musical backgrounds.  Si- 
belius’s familiar ‘Finlandia,’ with in- 
distinguishable special words, was 
the musical theme. Hobe. 
bn 












Verrilil, Marlin Hurt, Linn Borden, 
Tom Wallace, Bob Strong’s orches- 
tra 

30 Mins. 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON TO- 
BACCO CORP. 


| Tuesday, 8:30 p.m. 


WOAI, San Antonio, and Regional 
(Russell M. Seeds Co.) 
Program is paced smartly by m.c. 
Tom Wallace, better known as 
‘Uncle Walter. Songs. are neatly 
done by songstress Virginia Verrill, 
while Bob Strong and his orchestra 
give out smartly. Comedy is sup- 
plied by Marlin Hurt via his vocal 
creation of the colored mammy 
‘Beulah,’ and Linn Borden. 
Program is divided into three sec- 
tions. First presents a dramatic 
sketch, idea of which is sent in by 
listeners dealing with some campus 
escapade. Winning idea receives a 
check for $50. Second portion is a 
musical bow to a college or univer- 
sity. On program caught it was 
Georgia. University or college is 
invited to send in votes to be re- 
cipient of the following week’s bow. 
Concluding five minute portion of 
broadcasts are taken over by Linn 
Borden in a monolog dealing with 
life in the army. Borden’s stint is 


capable of garnering nice laughs. 
Good too, was Marlin Hurt and his 
mythical ‘Beulah,’ the colored 


mammy who tries to get a job as 
housekeeper of the campus house. 


Commercials are for Raleigh Ciga- 
rettes during the first 25 minutes, | 


and are rendered by Franklyn Mc- 
Cormick. Concluding five minutes 
is for Sir Walter Raleigh Smoking 
Tobacco. Andy. 





JEAN CAVELL 
Songs 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 

Sat., 8 p. m. 
WIZ, New York 

Cavell takes what could easily be 
an average quarter-hour of tunes 
out of the ordinary by the simple 
device of starting his time off with 
a ‘phone call’ to a distant woman 
friend and thereafter directing his 
romantic ballads and poems in that 
direction. It forms a paoene, por- 
tion, particularly for femme listen- 
ers, who undoubtedly go for the 
slight French accent. He sounds at 
times like Charles Boyer. : 

His vocals are nicely delivered 
with adequate power and range. 
Tunes used were neatly varied, too, 
beginning with ‘Time and Time 
Again’ to ‘You Betcha My Life, 
slightly rhythmic, ‘Amapola’ in 
French, and ‘Do I Worry.’ Poem 
was titled ‘Three Shadows.’ Cut-off 
comes when phone operator says 
‘you asked me to remind you when 
your time was up.’ Wood 


‘ROGER BROWN’S RADIO BALL-| 


ROOM’ 
Discs 
1 Hour 45 Mins—Local 
Daily, 9 p.m. 
WEBNY, Buffalo ‘ 

First try at nighttime disc-spin- 
ning here is put on by Roger Brown, 
mikewise lad from WMK, Cleveland. 
He’s a freelancer whose two-hour 
stint (broken into for news at 10 
p.m.) goes heavy on plugs for local 
houses slipping him records, etc. All 
in all, it’s easy-to-listen stuff. 

Brown is a carbon-copy of Mar- 
tin Block, Stan Shaw, et al., whose 


twist is spinning most of his platters | (6) night. After reporting that ‘Dor- 
Such as ‘let’s go for a/| othy Thimpson’ (sic) had been guest 


to rhyme. 
romp with the King Porter Stomp. 
Station has ASCAP license, 
simplifies 
some rhyming latitude. 


it too much, qpeaking i 
having intermission.’ 


M.c. has punchy, jovial 





outlets. etz. 















































which 
matters and gives him| the columnist by her correct name 
Breaks it 
into a quarter-hour for each band. 
If there’s a fault, it’s that he breaks 
an occa- 
sional solo disc—‘while the band is 


style. 
Drawing neat audience from any 
so-so web shows opposite ng 


T 
| 
| 


| ¥ Foliow-Up Comment 
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While Jack Benny’s own 10th An-)| 
niversary show Sunday night (11) 
had a touch of the serio-comic, Fred) 
Allen’s rib on his favorite hecklee- | 
comedian was 100% zany. Much in| 
the Broadway manner of roasting the} 
toast-of-honor, the radio switcheroo| 
under Allen’s aegis ran the whole) 
gamut by totally ignoring Benny. | 
Mayor Bidey Talcott of Waukegan 
spoke with understandable civic 
pride of new industry that has come 
to Waukegan; its famed landmarks; 
even its most famed citizen, a star 
catcher on the Chi Cubs—but nary 
a word of Benny. Oh yes, as a foot- 
note, he did remember Benny, but 
that explains why he is now EX- 
'mayor of Waukegan. Amos 'n’ Andy 
| gave the Jell-O program a salute 
| with a Harlemesque tribute to ‘that 
sterling comedian, Rochester.’ 

Phil Harris, Mary Livingstone, Don 
Wilson all got recognition, and even} 
,‘Mr. (Sam) Lyons’ their agent, with 
an authentic early Lyons & Lyons 
| brogue, got a salvo. But for Benny 
it was strictly the Fullerbrush. 
, Portland Hoffa's ‘poem,’ a running 
| gag through the script, was shunted 
aside until the finale. It was, by and 
large, a bright program, painting 
the sentimental touch from a lam- 
pooning palette. 





James Marshall, prez of New York 
City Board of Education, caused 
Judge Hamilton Hicks, of the Ameri- 
| can Legion, to gulp loud enough to 

be heard coast to coast in the final 

minutes of a recent Town Hall 

(NBC Blue) discussion on _ school 

text books. The session was over- 

charged with personalities and each 

of four speakers was, in his way, a 
| master of platform tricks.- Hicks 
| himself was a smooth, assured speak- 

er who scored his points by constant 

reiteration. It was when Marshall 
| began baiting him on who he spoke 
| for, the rank and file or a small 
| handfull of the Legion, that the prize 
_ ‘touche’ of the evening was scored. 
_ Marshall said he doubted if the full 
| Legion stood behind all its spokes- 
men, and as a clincher he referred 
_to a former national commander 

(Owsley), who he quoted as having 
| said in 1933: ‘Don’t forget the Italian 
fascisti is to Italy what the American 

Legion is to the U.S.A.’ Hicks’ lame 

but quick changing of the subject 
| drew an outcry from the audience. 
| Despite the rancor and name-call- 

ing, the whole session threw much 
light on the controversial issue and 
should serve a democratic purpose in 
| lifting the matter out of the obscure 
| backyard of pedagogic and pressure- 
| group politics and careerism. 








Norman Brokenshire is now read- 
| ing the AP news dispatches on a 
| regular 5:15 p.m. stanza Mondays 
| through Fridays over WNEW, New 
| York. He has much of the warmth 
|and that made him one of the top- 
notchers of early radio and, as heard 
|Thursday (1), handled the session 
smoothly. Doesn’t attempt any com- 
ment on the news, but merely does 
a reading job. 


| 





Douglas Way, announcer of 
| WWRL, Woodside, L. I., made a re- 
vealing admission during the pre- 
|midnight news program Tuesday 


| of honor at a banquet that night at 
| the Astor hotel, N. Y., he referred to 


of Thompson throughout the balance 
of the item. He then apologized for 
the slip, explaning it was due to a 
misprint—thereby apparently con- 
fessing he hadn’t read over the script 
even once in advance. 





Elsa Maxwell and the duo-pianists 
Fray and Braggiotti provided a Pass- 
able show Saturday (10) night as 
guests on ‘Duffy’s Tavern.’ Gimmick 
of Miss Maxwell’s appearance was a 
theoretical party to celebrate the 
Duffys’ 25th wedding anniversary. It 
had a few chuckles and finally was 
built into a mild laugh climax. Miss 


JOCKO MAXWELL 


| Sports Talk 


15 Mins. 


| Sustaining 


Saturday, 9:45 p.m. 
WWRL, New York 


Jocko Maxwell, reputed to be the 
only Negro sportscaster regularly on 
the air, has a regular spot Saturday 
nights over WWRL in Woodside, 
suburb of New York City. Revealing 
his years of mike experience, he 
scampers through a bright and listen- 
able session of assorted sports chat- 
ter. Has ease, style and clarity. 


When caught (10), he touched on 
that day’s running of the Preakness, 
summarized the results of the New 
York teams’ games, and then the 
other big league baseball scores. 
After this he gave brief attention to 
college baseball, the previous night’s 
Soose-Overlin fight (called them a 
‘couple of stumble-bums’), golf, col- 
legiate rowing, minor league base- 
ball, Negro baseball and stuff about 
local diamond teams in that area of 
Long Island. 


Named the Brooklyn Dodgers as 
the ‘star of the week’ and handled a 
guest interviewee capably. Excellent 
going for an obscure local station off 
the main New York artery. Maxwell 
is said to have a sizable following in 
Harlem and other Negro communi- 
ties, though his stuff is calculated to 
extend beyond racial lines. Hobe. 





Dance,’ accompanying herself on 
piano. Kaye’s ‘So You Want to Lead 
a Band’ contest proved one of the 
high spots of the hour. Leader han- 
dles his examination of the back- 
ground of the various contestants in 
an easy manner, getting the most 
out of answers to his queries, 





Louise King, newcomer to New 
York radio, debuted Sunday (11) as 
featured femme vocalist on ‘Meet 
the Music,’ which has moved to an 
afternoon spot on CBS. She has an 
infectious rhythm style, distinctive 
phrasing, clear diction and, except 
on her higher notes, a soothing voice. 


Did two numbers, one a solo and 
the other an alternating duet with 
m.c.-conductor-vocalist Lyn Murray. 
Bob Hannon, featured male vocalist 
on the show, has a pleasantly melodi- 
ous voice. Heard on Sunday’s edition 
was a pulsating tune, ‘Infatuation,’ 
the first composition of announcer 
Jeff Sparks. 


Murray’s handling of the prograrn 


continues to be expert. Perry Lafferty 
is now directing. 





_ Thomas L. Thomas turned in an 
incandescent singing performance 
Sunday (11) night on ‘American 
Album of Familiar Music’ as sub for 
ailing Frank Munn. Teamed with 
Vivian della Chiesa in a duet from 
‘Pagliacci’ that had the kilocycles 
throbbing. Jean Dickinson also 
clicked emphatically in an aria from 
‘Mignon.’ As usual, the program was 
skillfully produced. 





Cornelia Otis Skinner was in im- 
pressive fettle Sunday (11) afternoon 
on WNYC, New York. First of two 
solo pieces was a vividly eloquent 
portrait, ‘Sunday Driving.’ Told 
through the pathetic chatter of a 
crude Brooklyn mother, the piece 
presently painted a complete picture 
of the surly father and the nagging 
kids, all tired from a day’s drive and 
all unloading their shrinking patience 
on her sagging, but maternal and 
somehow noble shoulders. It was 
brilliantly conceived and played. 
Second selection was the classic and 
therefore too-familiar mercy speech 
from “The Merchant of Venice.’ 





Bristol Choir, in its regular spot 
Sunday (11) afternoon on WNYC, 
New York, mangled the helpless re- 
mains of Gilbert & Sullivan. Piece 
was a_ half-hour version of ‘The 
Gondoliers’ and sounded almost like 
intentional burlesque. With D’Oyly 


on WQXR, there appears little point 
in such pathetic attempts as this. 
eee 





/TEATRO NACIONAL 


Carte recordings regularly available | b 





(Mexican) 
With Miguel Montemayor, Lalo 
Astol, Stela India, Mayor Maury 
Maverick, Don Francisco de F 
Jiminez, Alfonso Garza, G. A 
Lucheese, Rosa Maria, Tete Cue- 
vas, Guillermo Viveros, Esperanza 
Espino, Hermanos Martinez, Pear} 
Troubadors (3), Aneglina and 
Tono 

Variety 

90 Mins.—Locai 

NATIONAL THEATRE 

Daily, 4:00 p.m. 

KABC, San Antonio 

(In Spanish) 

KABC has programs from Span- 
ish-speaking Nacional theatre here. 
Later broadcasts will originate from 
studios to be built atop the house. 
At Fo pe me they’re aired from the 
KABC studios. Entire program is in 
Spanish, and reaches an estimated 
zone (Mexican) audience of 125,000. 

All live talent shows are a rarity 
here. Theatre brings in Mexican 
film and other personages. This 
kick-off had Miguel Lalito Monte- 
mayor, comedian and character ac- 
tor, as guest emcee. Lalo Astol, with 
Mexican show biz antecedents, was 
commercial announcer. Stela India, 
star of the Mexican picture, ‘Mala 
Yerba,’ was the headliner. 


Turned into a radio offering it 
proved a well balanced show of vo- 
cals, piano solos, poetry recitals and 
several humorous and_ dramatic 
sketches. 

Guest artists on the show were 
Rosa Maria, Cuban singer via XEQ, 
Mexico City; Tete Cuevas, pianist 
from station XEW; Guillermo Vive- 
ros, Mexican City tenor; Esperanza 
Espino, local warbler, Hermanos 
Martinez of station KRIS, Corpus 
Christi; the Pear] Troubadors and 
the team of Aneglina and Tono. 

Highlights of the first week's 
broadcasts were the informality of 
Montemayor as announcer and his 
sketches with Lalo Astol and Con- 
cha Espana dealing with the last 
days of Ruben Dario, famous Latin- 
American poet. 

A special sendoff was given the 
broadcast with Mayor Maury Mav- 
erick congratulating the sponsors; 
Don Francisco de P. Jiminez, Mexi- 
can consul general in San Antonio, 
Alfonso Garza, prez of the Mexican 
Chamber of Commerce and G.A. 
Lucheese, owner and operator of 
the Nacional theatre, were also 
heard in brief talks. 

Shows are presented by Raul A. 
Cortez and directed by Nathan Safir. 

Andy. 


‘COLORADO SPEAKS’ 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wednesday, 7:15 p.m. 
KLZ, Denver. 

This is expressly a goodwill pro- 
gram designed to build cooperation 
between Colorado weeklies’ and 
dailies and KLZ. Consists of edi- 
torial excerpts from _ state press, 
opening and closing with some of 
the witticisms gleaned during the 
week. Idea was developed by Fred 
Fleming, news editor and various 
members of the news staff and an- 
nouncers take turns in clipping the 
exchanges and building the broad- 
cast. Editors are notified when their 
copy is used, and excellent publicity 
results are seen from this angle. 

An interesting sidelight or two has 
come from the few broadcasts the 
program has had to date. One is that, 
in trying to select a theme song it 
was discovered that every Colorado 
song of any quality was ASCAP, and 
since the station uses only BMI, a 
theme having no immediate signifi- 
cance was used. Another is that 
maybe some of the editors are get- 
ting credit for more than they pro- 
duce. A poem about the war start- 
ing “Ten little countries feeling very 
fine, Adolph ogled Austria—then 
there were nine,’ was credited to a 
Colorado weekly on one of the 
broadcasts. This week the poem is 
eing printed in a Denver high 
school paper, with a credit to the 
Boston Herald. Rose. 














Maxwell is still an amateur micro- 
phone performer. Fray and Brag- 
giotti uncorked a single number— 
quite peppery. Shirley Booth again 
clicked as Miss Duffy, while Eddie 
Green capitalized on some lively 
dialog, and John Kirby’s orchestra 
was combustible as always. Ed 
Gardner supplied momentum for the 
show as a whole. 





‘Matinee at Meadowbrook’ on CBS 
past Saturday (10) afternoon had 
some pretty flat dialog in ‘com- 
arison to past shows originating 

ere. There was nothing funny 
about the forced manner in which 
Jackson “Wheeler acted out the guy 
who had two romantic gals on his 
hands at once, and the performance 
of Joan Edwards and Jone Allison 
as the two femmes didn’t help the 
supposed comedy. In addition dance 
teacher Arthur Murray. guest on the 
show, made a habit of messing up 
his lines, at one point even stopping 
completely and blurting that he 
couldn’t figure the script. 

However, the faulty handling of 
the spoken lines didn’t disturb the 
Sammy Kaye band’s interpretation 
of practically every BMI tune on the 

ks, and the band’s click chorus- 
ing of ‘Daddy.’ Miss Edwards did 
okay, too, with ‘Amapola’ and ‘Kerry 
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T lntermountain Market 


‘| people prefer the lively 








| Showmanship of 
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tribute to Benny’s program. ‘It’s the 

| ‘ s ‘melting pot phase that makes it 
’ 10th A great show. On it are many races 

Jack Benny S nn and creeds, a fine example of toler- 

| ance. That’s what makes this a 


’ : great country. Long may it live and 
only the top figures of the sprocket |covered John Barrymore,’ the gang jong mey it laugh at Jack Benny.’ 


and kilocycle set. knew the die was cast and what was Jt was the most dramatic climax of 








Continued from page 2 











board chairman of General Foods;|the high collar and milk white’ made breeze. 


camaraderie. When the very forth-| Bergen.. Thet the pace and tempo to duck the glaring spotlight, Walker | 
right and circumspect Gilman opened | Would be fast was at once evident shouted to the boothman, ‘shut off 
the festivities with ‘ladies and gen-| When Charlie McCarthy's alter €80 that spot, I hate those damned 
tlemen, and friends of Jack Benny,’ | °™acked, ‘It was Benny and I that jishts. Time was when people 
and then brought on Rudy Vallee as| Weakened vaudeville so that Bob couldn't see me, now I want to see 
emcee with ‘the men who discovered | Hope could make the kill” Followed them’ He said he wished he still 
almost every radio actor except Jack |2 few jibes about Crossley oe wore the badge of authority to do 
Benny and who recently re-dis-|topped by Charlie's, ‘It's not Chese€ bonor to this lovely couple (Jack 
|& Sanborn that keeps you awake, 444 Mary) in an official way. He 
:" | it's Jell-O.’ Bergen laughed it Off }owed off with, ‘we’re just all hu- 
with, ‘The crown rests on the head man beings’ and looked around. ‘I’m 
it best fits.” Charlie chimed in with, waiting for my wheelchair,’ he 
grinned. 


‘Yes, and we'll steal it from you if 
Vallee called on ‘the finest mayor 

















niversary was to start signing our fellow, laugh at yourself.’ 
000 WAT IS Seenenety WER Tan. NEN Cerene Rousing Ovation for Benny 
’ quipped, ‘I see where Jack is going 


to have his own network,’ the missus 


radio program his wife runs,’ Valiee 
touched seriously on the Federal 
Communications Commission report 
and hoped that all would turn out 
, well. He then introed Colby Ches- 
' ter, who referred to the shindig as ‘a 
| birthday party for our famous son.’ 
| He departed from his straighifor- 
| ward tribute for a bit of executive 
| hosspley, via, ‘I would like to have 
| your autograph, Jack; you’ve been 


oo . how ae ong ANon rock in Waukegan by Arthur Lyons. 
eorgs ggg ine en His brother, Sam, said I looked good 


| | turned on Hilliard Marks, brother of for 10 years in radio and we've peen 
he | Mary Livingstone and script aide of eating since, only it’s more becom- 


transfixed. It was 1 a.m. when he 
went ‘ail out’ for a ringing, hilarious 
finale. 

‘I want to thank NBC for inviting 
sO many comics to speak,’ he said. 
‘There have been eight comics on 
and I’m standing on Milton Berle. 
Why do they louse up a guy on his 
own testimonial? I wasn’t discov- 
ered by Vallee, Gus Edwards or 
anyone else. I was found under a 











| Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin, for an ing en Arthur 

og te poateg vane tte ‘One of the waiters here must be 
| Grecie coaninns orhere’s = bie whe a writer for Hope. He tried to sell 
| could use a good dinner’ Chimed in |™¢ @ three-minute spot on the rain 
| George, ‘I knew Hilliard when he 1 California’ On introing =mem- 

| was a baby; he looked like Arthur >¢TS Of his cast he scattered his 
| Lyons—about 10% of him.’ Nor was PS. Calling on his writers, Mor- 
'Sam Lyons spared ‘He was an in- | =O and Beloin, he cracked, ‘I just 
\terpreter for Benny’s father.’ Wanted to see if they can stand up.’ 
’ 


Station 


| whammed George. On Don Wilson, ‘If you don’t think 
What's Your Crossley? I pay salaries take a look at that 
Bob Hope took the dais with, ‘I SY): . were ee eens" svedl ve 
| guess they get you up here accord- Charlie cCarthy, and Kudose 
|ing to your Crossley.’ The sitters Rochester with a great comedian 
| roared when he said, ‘It wes a choice 294 a fine artist.” Speaking of his 
| of sitting at the speakers’ table or next picture, ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ he of- 


| hej : ’ fered, ‘that’s one picture Rochester 

being agen ee ee oo - won't steal. He won't be in it.’ Also 
| |I don’t get along so well with the , siege 

'CBS gang. (There weren’t more ‘taking bows were Mary Livingstone, 
'than a dozen Columbians in the Sam ‘Schlepperman’ Hearn and 


: |room). Hope guessed that NBC Andy Devine. 

| would have to sell the Blue network Just before the party broke up, 
|to pay for this ‘wonderful publicity Y. Frank Freeman presented Benny 
| stunt.’ He said it was his writers’ With a watch on behalf of the Pro- 
| good fortune that Benny goes on 48 ducers Association. Inscription read, 
|hours aheed of his Pepsodent show. | ‘To Jack Benny—in appreciation of 
: lit |He had the mob rolling with his his services to humanity.’ Freeman 

ually 

a ; 
" ~~ | 0 0 I a 

| this year.” He then brought the time before it’s topped. And that 
- |}house down with a_ sentimental ' goes for all other party-givers. 
‘ a 
HE ONEILL 
, | 7 ” tome / j i 
p | _ 


|commentary on Benny’s thrift. ‘I added that the sentiment is en- 
| saw Benny giving away dollar bills. graved on all our hearts. NBC 
It was the day that Hearst went to. gifted him with a chest of silver that 
| see ‘Citizen Kane.’ He got off with,’ required the efforts of two men to 
*|*‘When bigger laughs are manufac- carry in, the master keys to all NBC 
tured Rochester will get them.’ studios in New York and Hollywood, 
Rudy brought on George Jessel and a scroll. 

with ‘the man who has done so much _ Clay Morgan handled arrangement 
| for the youth of Americe.’ Jessel for the testimonial and _ received 
engaged in a bit of self-twitting when congrats all around for a perfect job 
|he deadpanned, ‘Those who have run off without a hitch. It was the 
| been reading the newspapers know | biggest shindig ever tossed by radio 
| that I have been particularly busy along these shores and it'll be a long 
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Payroll Traffic 


Washington—Though he had been 


: to come. the evening. At his side the spot-|put in a deferred classification, 

seca yg ba ggs B Same Vallee wiggled himself loose from | jighted ey was rippling in a man-| Stephen J. McCormick, chief an- 
} |nouncer at WOL, local Mutual out- 
, — choker and warmed up fast with, Jessel called on Jimmy Walker let, is in the Army now. Instead of 
LN caees ae Sees wather, ‘I'm here largely to see that NBC and the crowd gave him a terrific | waiting until the lists get a second 
onetime N’Yawk’s first citizen; and | 8¢ts the check—to pay at the source. ovation, second only to Benny. He| going-over, who hed one of the 
Don Gilman, NBC Coast nabob, the | He paid tribute to Benny for letting swung into stride right off with,) numbers drawn earliest in the Octo- 
evening was elive with quip, barb the spotlight occasionally fall on | ‘I’ve turned out to be a buttonhole | ber lottery, signed up as a volunteer. 
and gay repartee. Some gentle, others in his Jell-O cast, called for maker,” referring to his new job He’d been put aside on account of 
some not, but all in the spirit of gay |Short speeches, and cued in Edgar with the N.Y. needle trades. Trying dependents and his job. 


Pittsburgh—Beulah Rodgers has 


joined KDKA staff as director of 
Artists’ Service Bureau. 


Bob Cochran has been ‘added to 


announcers’ staff at WCAE. 


Eddie Safranski, bassist with 


Benny Burton’s WJAS staff band, is 
on the payroll of Tony Pastor, Artie 
| Shaw and Little Jackie Heller as an 
arranger. 





Wichita, Kans.—Mary Fisher, in- 


Jordans (Fibber McGee and Molly) on ‘untrammeled’ Niles Trammell, while Montez Tjader, who formerly 
who led off with ‘anyone who can who recalled that 18 years ago he held post, now heads continuity de- 
parlay a fiddle, Fred Allen and a was peddling receiving sets in L.A. partment. Ruby Stiles is new to 
poler bear into a career deserves a He lavished kudos on Benny and his Staff. LaVeta Anderson, singer now 
dinner.’ Molly wowed the mob with, gang, placing emphasis on the Benny with Station, will return to WHB, 
‘All NBC did for us on our 10th an- formula, ‘Never laugh at the other Kansas City, June 16. 


we can.’ | i 
Parlaying Fildle and Bear Los Angeles ever had, Fighting formation girl at radio station 
-| Spot then moved over to the Jim Fletcher Bowron,’ and then brought XFBI, is new traffic manager there 


Fort Worth—New voice of the 


Everybody rose to their feet as “Texaco Star Reporter’ aired Monday 
Trammell warmed up to the intro through Friday over the Texay State 


TY shot back, “They've got to give one for the guest of the evening and Network is George Erwin. He is ¢& 

SALT LAKE CI Gwar someone. ‘ .. gave him an ovation that rang recent addition to the KFJZ-TSN 

After briefly remarking that ‘a through the Bow! for fully two min- staff coming over from KXYZ, 
sponsor is the man who pays for the utes Benny stdod emotionally Houston. 





New York City—Al Sommerfield, 


formerly with Collier’s mag, has 
joined WNEW, New York, as promo- 
tion director. Other staff changes at 
the station include the addition to 
the announcing staff of Andrew Stan- 
ton, formerly with WDAS, Philadel- 
phia, and James Coy, formerly with 
several Kensas City stations, and the 
resignation of Frank Crennan from 





the production staff to join CBS. 
Norman Sickle, of the WNEW con- 
tinuity department, will write the 
continuity for a new series to go on 
NBC soon. 


Ethel Harris Gregory, formerly a 


radio writer for Lord & Thomas and 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, has joined the 


radio department of Shermen K. Ellis 
advertising agency. 





Juneau, Alaska— Vincent Kraft, 
chief engineer of KINY, recently re+ 
turned from a flying trip to Wash- 
ington, D. C., where he conferred 
with FCC engineers regarding a site 
for the station’s proposed new 5,000 
watt transmitter. 

Richard Erbe, formerly of Detroit, 
and O. Leonard Beardsley formerly 
of Spokane, are new announcers on 
KINY. 





New Orleans—Jon Duffy has 
been upped from announcer to pro- 
gram director at WNOE ‘Pinky’ 
Grant left the post to join promo- 
tion department of local brewery. 

Al Godwin, sports commentator at 
WWL, will be off the job for more 
than a week. He’s down with Ger- 
man measles. 

Lou Patberg of WWL engineering 
staff has resigned to become a moni- 
tor officer for the FCC+*in Washing- 
ton. Johnny Daspit, professor of 
physics at Loyole University of the 
South, will act as studio relief engi- 
neer for the summer months. 

Dan Hines of WWL engineering 
staff has accepted a commission as a 
second lieutenant in the Air Reserve 











and will act as communications of- 
ficer for the 122nd Observation | 
Squadron. 





Cincinnati—Ford Billings, WCKY 
seles manager, is in Christ hospital 
mending from an emergency appen- 
dectomy which he underwent late 
April 28. 

Eldon A. Park, assistant sales man- 
ager of WLW, is to report May 29 at 
Camp Davis, Hollyridge, N. C., an 


| anti-aircraft training center. He is 
| @ first lieutenant in the U. S. Army’s 


Officer Reserve. 

Buffalo—John Gill, WGR-WKBW 
announcer drafted recently, will 
send back periodic newsletters of his 
camp life to be spotted into sustain- 
ing shows. Stations will tag them 
‘Johnny Gill writes. Roger Cole- 
man, WGR-WKBW singer, expecting 
June 1 call. 





Detroit—On the premise the jobs 
are inter-related, J. E. Campeau, 
managing director of CKLW, Wind- 
sor, Ont., has created the post of 
sales promotion manager which has 
the three-fold purpose of sales man- 








aging, public relations and the de- 
velopment of new programs. 

Richard E. Jones, Detroit adver- 
tising executive, has been appointed 
to fill the job. 





Marion, O.—Stanley A. Miller, new 
program director of WMRN here, 
succeeding Russell Salter, who has 


joined the program staff of WKMO, 
Kokomo, Ind. 





San Antonio. — Walter Pridemore 
joins the WOAI news staff as 
assistant news editor. He replaces 
William Springer, who has been an- 
nexed to the staff of the United 
Press in Dallas. Pridemore was 
feature writer for one of the local 
dailies previously. 





San Antonio—Hoyt Andres, WOAI 
announcer, leaves for a similar post 
at WK, St. Louis. He will be re- 
placed by Bill Shomette, former 
wordslinger for KTSA and KMAC., 
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TOLEDO 


@ Gort Industry Market 





Just 


to refresh your 
minds |! 


WSPD 


Reaches one and a 
half million listen- | 
ers! (Primary Area) 


WSPD 


Is the only BASIC 
station in North- 
western Ohio. (NBC 
Red) 


WSPD | 


Is the only station 
in Toledo .served 
by TWO world- 
wide news services. 
(UP and INS) 


‘WSPD 


Is offered at a low 
cost — because the 
| rate is based on the 
Toledo Trading 
| Area and does not 
| reflect the station’s 
| vast PLUS cover- 
age. 











| 

| W e’ re Represented 
| by Katz ! 
} 
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Sie. VARIETY RADIO MARKETS 
Pact POFFO PPPPFFoor+ossoeoessseesees DES MOINES DALLIES H ff Be WINS F 

| THIS W VaRTETY | OW ANDA 3) sue seton ss voe-t0i cain HOMMAN beverages to or 

AND LAST RADIO INDEX YEAR AGO Slight ° 
sees | 1d-Week Ann Cam 

PHEPEIIIII ISIS IIIT TFET FPF + PTF PTtP ott tseoeees | Not much to olaae oie Rang on ee ouncement paign 

(Each week Variety publishes reports of radio time placements | Yits generally kept to the previous 

in leading markets. These markets are selected from the standpoint , ; 
; wel-| een eae, sett, BE cet | April Best Single 


Wednesday, May 14, 1941 
i ee 
week’s level. National spot made + 
of: (1) importance ; (2) existence of normal competition; (3) avail- Approaching summer figured in 





ability and reliability of data, 


A unit system is followed in com- 


puting network, local and national spot radio advertising activity. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 





placements’ the 


Yn, Manhattan past 
Month for KCMO week. Refrigerators, soft drinks, a 


por yr ( : Kansas City, May 13. | tourist bureau and several resorts 

The totals are for markets, not for individual stations. The units May 10. May 3. Pi. Dood KCMO reported that Apri] just; Wete among the accounts signed by 

correspond to the clock, the measurement fundamental of radio.| Network .. 1,726 7,540 +2.5| Closed was best single month in his- | !0ca’ stations. 

That is to say, an hour’s sponsored program counts as 60 units, A|Local...... 3446 83,3540 +27 ee ee -_ 7 staying right | Hoffman beverages signed for a 
hour is 30 units. Each spot announcem it.) | Nat'l Spot.. 3,174 (3,434 —7.6) at the April level. All stations com- | blurb campaign on WINS, while the 

half p ement counts as one unit.) Total ...... 14,346 14,328 +0.1| Plained of the change to daylight | Quebec Tourist Bureau joined with 
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(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


POLITICO AND BB 
HYPO UNITS IN 
SAN ANTON’ 





San Antonio, May 13. 
New high in commercial time sold 
is being claimed here by station 
KABC who for tomorrow (Sunday, 
May 10), has during the hours of 





which he will visit account execu- 


close to $1,000. 


of summer slump yet in sight. 


aired via KCKN. 


its contract for one e.t. 


via Potts-Hurnbull. 











saving time as costing in billings, 
Dean Fitzer of WDAF estimating his 
drop the week change was made at 


Seasonal check-up shows air biz! 
about holding its own with no hint 
Only 
noticeable variation locally was in 
national spot set-u,; and that ac- 
counted for by baseball game’ which 
were rained out and did not get’ Kola, 


| three hotels in underwriting a quar- 
| ter-hour ‘Travel Horizons’ on 
| WQXR. 

WHN: Santini Brothers, three five- 
| Minute programs weekly, ‘The Smart 
| Housekeeper,’ 12-week contract: Vim 


Radio Stores (Philco radids and re-, 


frigerators), through S._ Singer 
| Agency, 25-week contract, daily sta 
| break announcements; Kooba- 
through Harry A. Berk, stz- 
tion-break announcements; P. Loril- 


KCMO: Tom Moore cigars, three | jard (Old Gold cigarettes), through 
announcements daily for six weeks,! J Walter Thompson, 
through N. W. Ayer & Sons; Carter | tract, ‘Clem McCarthy.’ 
Products Co. renewed for one year 
five times 
weekly, through Spot Broadcasting; | 
Goetz Brewing Co., 7 p.m. newscast 
for 13 weeks with option to renew, 


13-week con- 


WINS: Walter 
| seven-day contract, 


Reade, direct, 
22 half-minute 
| announcements; Carta Blanca Beer, 
| direct, 13-week contract, six one- 
| minute announcements weekly: Old 


Country Trotting Association, 


Fine desserts), through BBD&O, re- 


6:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., 17 hours and | | Comparative Unit Count || through Harry Dude Agency, seven- 

45 minutes of its time sold solid. % of | pote oo 24 eet s 

Station is going on the air one hour May 10. May 3. Change. | W°€%!Y; offman everage Co, 

and a half earlier to take care of all | Network 6,665 6,665 +  |through BBD&O, 14-week contract, 

cenit § SY ana... eee 6.229 40.7 18 one-minute announcements 

George Johnson of KTSA will at-| Nat'l Spot.. 7416 7,979 —7.1| “eekly. 

DEFENSE HITS Auto Club Bankrolls tend the NAB convention, after | Total ...... 20,356 20,873 —2.5; WMCA: Penick & Ford (My-T- 

' 


CHI BILLINGS 


Chicago, May 13. 

Business continues at a slow pace 
in new radio billing, with the sta- 
tions beginning to look for alibis in 
the defense campaign. Assert that 
many of these big companies, which 
formerly produced public consumer 
goods, are now devoting their plants 
to turning out strictly armament 
product which is on contract to the 
U. S. and therefore find no need to 


KYW’s ‘Strings’ After 








Philadelphia, May 13. 


| After almost six months as a sus- | 


|tainer, KYW’s ‘Strings That Sing’ 


a bankroller. Sponsor is the Key- 
stone Automobile Club. 
gram goes on 15 minutes each Thurs- 
day night. Deal was handled by the 
James G. Lamb egency. 

Another longtime cuffo broadcast, 








6 Month as Sustainer 


| ager of WOAI, and Jack Keasler, of 
| the sales division, also off to attend 


} 


with Bonnie Stuart as vocalist gets | 


| units. 
The pro-| 


tives in New York City. Visitor to 
KTSA-was President O. L. ‘Ted’ 
Taylor of Amarillo. 

Hugh Halff, prez and general man- 


the NAB conclave. 


Units here this week are showing 


a steady increase, with the political 
race, both for local government 
offices and for state senator, adding 
Sunny weather also aided the 
baseball schedules. It is understood 
that the loca] team has 15 double- 


headers to make up prior to June 15 | 


at home. 
WOAI: St. Anthony Hotel, through 
Anoil and Auld, 42 announcements 


* No change. 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 
KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


CLO. Ptatters To 
WJBK: Old Gold 








| + Hours on WIR 


Detroit, May 13. 

Following last week’s decline, De- 
| troit’s six stations took another dip 
| during the past week, showing health 


only in the national spot field. Great- | 


newal, five-week contract for an- 
nouncements; Ward Baking, through 
Sherman K. Ellis, 13-week contract, 
six announcements per week; Pack- 
ard Motor Co., through Young & 
Rubicam, one-week contract, 14 an- 
nouncements; Roseth Corp. (Odora 
and Mothex), through H. A. Salz- 
man, five-week contract for an- 
nouncements. 

WNEW: Phileco Distributors, 
through Sternfield-Godley, 5z-week 





Packard Motors, through Young & 
Rubicam, fivé announcements week- 
ly; Ward Baking, through Sherman 
K. Ellis, 13-week contract, six an- 
nouncements ~veekly; Penick & Ford 


advertise. Their complete plant|WFIL’s ‘Swap Shop,’ gets in the| per week; O. J. Beauty Lotion, four |est toboggan was in the network | (My-T-Fine desserts), through BBD 
turn-out has been purchased by the! money class with the Robinson | one-minute e.t’s per week, from May | eategory, with one of the four chain; &O, renewal, five announcements 
| Government and the firms have noth- | Chevrolet Co. buying five participa- | 12 to Nov. 6; Walker Furniture Co,,/ outlets accounting almost entirely | weekly. 
ing to sell to the public. In other|tions weekly. The Wilson Line,| one announcement per day for one|for the five percent fall with the| Wor: Ward Baking (Tip Top 

cases they are producing a minimum | which features moonlight rides up| year, direct; John E. Zoeller, direct, | other three marking time. bread), through Sherman K. Ellis, 
of consumer goods, which amount! the Delaware is hiking its radio ad-| three announcemnts per week; Den- | Local biz also skidded off, but ae three-week contract, six station 
can be sold without any advertising | vertising budget this season. This | ver Heights Church of Christ, quar- optimists note yoy mae — fle ~ breaks per week; Watchung Lake, 
campaign due to minimum consumer | week the line added five participa-| ter-hour transcribed program each | where among e minus signs it|Ine, through Radio Advertising 





4 - ‘ “ements WCAU signed Pebe: : a ek 
a ogy ‘ 50 ee many days this month, and reports | and Thursday, May 20 to Sept. 4; Hal | scratches and results, twice daily, six | six one-minute announcements per 
eon > a tig is saints | that indications are thet May will| Collins for state senator, one-hour | days a week, 11 weeks, through Fink week; Arthur J. Connelly, direct, 
oe rouse ~ollen: | hit a new high in spring sales for the | broadcast on the Texas Quality Net- | & Doner; Grand’s Better Cars, four| one quarter-hour political program. 
weekly, through Harold Collen; | al I naan five-minute newscasts daily, seven i ape ' ew 
Household Finance Corp., five one- | Station. hey da . dows = week 8 weihe: Vantee & | WQXR: Strom erg -Car lson, 
: - s , “ements weekly. via WCAU: Peter Paul candies. five- KABC: Martin-Neal Motor Co C yS 3 Batons : rd cape through McCann-Erickson, renewal, 
BBD&O. Kooesine - minute news, daily, 26 weeks, through | five 100-word announcements per ei SUrRITUre, — _ or ¥, S!X' contract to run from May 1, 1941, to 
att-Forbes. Duz. renewal of six |9ay for one year; Joske Bros. Store, | ays a week, 13 weeks; C.LO., six| 4.111 39 1949 using from two to five 
WGN: Evans Fur Co., three 15-| Platt-Forbes; Duz, renewal of six ‘ general publicity labor transcriptions a 
inut rij ds weekly, through | announcements weekly through | through McCabe Agency, five 100- ly. > a ote C ] bd c 15 half-hour ET’s per week; Martin- 
SMe eee one aie , a Ain} -.| word spot announcements per day | @@!4Y. days; Gately's Store, 15-| . 015. Coffee. through Al Paul Lefton 
Critchfield agency Compton Adv.; Gulf Refining, an- minute Bible story, Sundays, 13 ah ie : 
| WBBM: Packard Motors, nine an-|nouncements, through Young &/| for one year; Interstate Theatres, 20 . saa at oe “7* “seven station breaks per week, con- ( 
i > ackKar oULors, i= >, K c ; - bat 7 veeks. whe’. +4 
nouncements weekly, through Young | Rubicam; Dura Gloss nail polish, 10 spot announcements on holdover of | WJR: P. Lorillard. Edgar A. Guest tract to run from May 17, 1941, to 
& Rubi : Alli i Florists A ocia: announcements, through H. W. Kiese- | ‘Ziegfeld Girl,’ and two quarter- Jr q wscast 15 ninute three Feb. 14, 1942; Packard Motors, 2" 
icam, eC eee | * ; wis . Sao ‘ eal , newscasts, 1! Ss, e , zs : 
tion ‘ preray seas announcements, | wetter; Renuzit cleaner, 40 par- hour programs on ‘Hellzafire oyese times pot 13 fh through Young & Rubicam, 14 spots, 
through Brandt agency: Shaler Co.,|ticipations in the Laura May Stuart | ing Saturday (10) at the Majestic | —“"__~_________| two-week contract; New York So- 
for ‘Rislone’ auto accessories, series|program, through Harry Feigen-| With Benny Meroff and his band; Comparative Unit Count ciety for Ethical Culture, direct, re- 
1sion auto ac ssories, series bie ’ : 5 c J 5 i ra ‘ wa ase ae J seg 2 x. 
of 100-ward announcements, through | baum; Ten-B-Low ice cream freeze. Lyn Johnson for State senator, one- % of | newal of one-hour program, contract 2 
Kirk * Kelvi te r Divi- | 231 announcements, through Robert hour broadcast via State Network; May 10. May 3. Change. | tO run from Oct., 1941, to May, 1942; t 
a gasser-Dre bed: npheanepey ° ‘ . -" i+ ] cer 40 The Adams program with Caleb F. y 7. > 9 a4 “x participating sponsor. , including: z 
sion of Nash Motors, three 15-minute | H. Jones; Sunbrite cleanser, ; Network 8,610 9,135 5.7 i 
sion ‘ : dena tea Cor-| participations, Laura May Stuart. Adams, quarter-hour studio broad-|yooa).. . 12,891 13.193 _23 Province of Quebec Tourist Bureau, 
ea ee eee . eck-G - Dr. Pierce’s| cast Tuesday through Friday; on the | yagn ¢ 4 ' Glen Spring Hotel in Watkins Glen, f 
nell & Newell. through Steck-Goble; . lerce ; ae oe ates TT Nat’] Spot.. 4,640 4,493 3.3; sibnelaied 2 ree Ly 
CT “ ~ —— medicine, renewal of i4 announce- baseball side, San Antonio Seven- 'p Totai 26.141 26,821 i. N Y.. Newagen nn = sve Wager, i 
Comparative Unit Count ments. through H. W. Kastor; Swan | broadcast four complete games, ’ Me., and Happy Acres Country Club F 
_ of ‘of Soap, five-m nute news. daily. for 35| while Statiory carried three games for in Middlefield, Conn., ‘Travel Hori- } 
© soap, itl wid igaar>~ aan apent rth ‘ ‘. peer arter-hours per week 
. ae reek hrough Young & Rubicam; | Wheaties zons, two quarter-hours per week. 
May 10. May 3. Change. weeks, through You Boner en = ear ee Sierra Pine on Coast Blue Wivliis ieucBtahb Cuotinieas Suame 
Network 9,635 9,705 —0.7 — ae ~aiel yo te + wernt i ___ Comparative Unit Count NBC Coast Blue has sold five min-| nouncements weekly: Dr. B. J. 
SaeeE ...... ae er — as a itl ara act % Of utes a day five days a week to the | Schwartz (optometrist), three  n- 
wo Rael yew = ys molds Tobacco C May 10. May 3. Change. Los Angeles (Sierra Pine) Soap Co. | nouncements weekly, four weeks; 
Total ...... 27,827 27,964 —0.5 WFIL: R. J maynonns Tobac "Eats Network 6,144 5,950 +33 as participant in ‘Art Baker’s Note-| Jamaica Refrigerator Service, quar- 
(Included: WBBM, - WENR, WGN, five spots weekly, through Wm. sty: apie 10.659 9.931 $7.4 | book.’ | terchecie weektin, Wircher. Gastat -& 
WER, WED, WLS, WRAD) —— gen ve r _ - tan 8 R. Nat'l Spot 2,161 2,061 + 4.9 Same network has also sold a Fri- | Ojlcloth Co., six announcements 
ca BE $5.8 weeny, Beate , once , | rotal . 18,964 17,942 +5.7 day night half-hour to Neighbors of | weekly, 13 weeks. 
N C ial C Thomes; ‘Life win Father taps (Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, Woodcraft, a fraternal organization, pei Tae ee oe 
0 LommerCcia opy 12 ete art aus mine KTSA, WOAI) for a program combining hillbilly 
| Hur soups, « e.t.s, througn vonn ‘ tertazinment rith 
ns May 13 Falkner Arndt; Lee Furniture Co., 78 | _ . a —— the dridtnatine Btn | CAMELS IN ALASKA 
Missoula, Mont., } fl 1 spots, through Eton Wainright: Gulf’ tions weekly in women’s program, Pes tbe nae ae ea io INY—RR Buy 
. Stucky Funeral =. gee Refining Co., two transcribed pro- | through Roche, Williams & Cunnyng- | Cigarette Ads =e NY—RR Buys 
Sundar ame tage ceca over | grams_ weekly, through Young & | ham. . Rema bags aie ine | ® 
epi pene x | ; j State Apple Se chenectady, N. Y., May 13. | 
local station KGVO by Helen Faulk- ae an aale aais eee Comparative Unit Count || Saretoga Vichy Co., through Leigh- | Juneau, Alaska, May 13. 
ner, signing organist. Show will | : m, ali Wilf Bros % of ‘ton & Nelson agency, has leunched Ne biz on KINY, Juneau, laska: 
have no commercial copy, just spon- | J. bea _ st cag ley weekly. May 10. May 3.Change.'a radio promotion for Saratoga Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
sor identification. eu? ene i = gh sctongy Packard Network 9,496 9,267 +2.5|/ Vichy, with a five-announcement- | road, daily announcements, Sullivan, 
Another series, ‘Checkerboard; through Phi «eB am AT. 8,879 9,499 —6.5| per week schedule on WTIC, Hart- florist, daily spot; West Coast Groe 
Time,’ with Chick Martin and the Motors, five e.t.’s “ey, ae Nat’l Spot.. 3,662 3,849 —4.9/| ford, and WFBL, Syracuse. These | cery, news period daily; Cammarano 
Cockle Sisters, has returned to the | Young & aspera ap ree Higa Total ...... 22,037 22,615 —2.6 stations will air a total of 120 spiels. Bros. daily spot; Imperial Candy 
KGVO schedule for @ three-times- og ts ee Bevis Araneae Mel- (Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS,| Starting June 30, the same sched- | Co., daily spots; Camel Cigarettes 
weekly spin under the joint spon- | Clo program: *e y in | WFIL. WPEN) ule goes on WTRY, Troy: Buffalo and Prince Albert Tobacco, daily 





demands. 

WJJD: Ritter’s Furniture 
seven 15-minute periods 
Chicago Technical College, 15-min- 
ute period Sundays; Atlas Brewing 


Co., 





sorship of Purina Mills and Standard 


weekly; | 


gram, in which free table radios are 
donated to lucky listeners. Last 
week Wilson began a series of pro- 
| grams on WDAS. 

| 


11 contracts in as 


'drum & Fewsmith; American Chicle 


tions to WFIL’s ‘Radio Awerds’ pro- | 


Sunday; Packard Motor Co., through 
Young & Rubicam, six one-minute | 


e.t’s; Gulf Oil Co., for Gulf Spray, 
through Young & Rubicam, quarter- 


hour transcribed program with Jack | 


Berch and his gang each Tuesday 








came up with better than a three 
percent gain. In all, however, it 
| wasn’t able to compensate much for 
a total loss of 680 units in the Detroit 
field. 

| WJBK: Cleaners, 


Famous race 














|! and Rochester stations. 


| Corp. of America, 11-week contract, 


Other trans- | 


three one-minute announcements 
per week; Victor E. Lindeman, one 
quarter-hour program, politica! talk; 
Penick & Ford (My-T-Fine), 
through BBD&O, five-week contract, 





spot; Alaska Steamship Co. daily 


: *. | — ecri nusical 5 ——— J arpa wes 
Service Co. Royal Crown Cola’s | Co., fiv . elgg? ene a Buffalo—Spieler Roger Goodrich | mitters may be added later. Radio | news period; Crescent Manufactur- 
Howard and Shelton spot transcrip- | grems wWweeKly, : ‘ ~ joins WEBR staff May’ 19 from! campaign is tied in with a window | ing Co. daily transcribed musical 


tions have also been placed on 


KGVO. 


i'through Badger & Williams; Zakian 
i Bros. (rug cleaners), five participa- 


WOLF, Syracuse. 


display promotion ballyhoo. 


programm. 


contract, 23 anouncements week]y jag 
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Frisco Dept. Store Boom Hits Peak 
As KFRC Bags Long-Time Holdout 


BALTO LOCAL ROSY 


Category Hits 11.9%—Spot Figure 
Trims Total 








San Francisco, May 13. 


Radio cracked Frisco’s department 
store field wide open this week with 
KFRC’s signing of the White House, 
long an ether hold-out, to five quar- 
ter-hours per week on an indefinite 
eontract. 

Marion Kayle agency set the deal, 
tlimaxing a year in which more de- 

artment store and related advertis- er . : 
0 has gone radio than in any — byes 4 ggg summertime 
other period in local history. Gaeve re & : 

Show which finally softened the | | 
unsellable (so far as radio was con- 








Baltimore, May 13. 
Little change noted here, with ad- 
justment following daylight saving 
time switch still being felt. Some 
new biz in the making by all sta- 





Comparative Unit Count | 








vata per of 
cerned) White House is a live Dai | May 10. May 3. dak 
Go Shopping’ session aired direct! Network .. 8,510 8465 +05 
from the exclusive establishment by jo.4) 4,742 4,241 +11.9 
Mei Venter and Mary Roder at Nat'l Spot.. 2,249 2,396 —6.1 
9:45 a.m. Tefal ...... 15,506 15,102 +2.7 


Frisco’s unique retail advertising (Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
radio boom started last May when | WFBR) ; 
Hastings Clothiers picked up Pat 
Kelley’s ‘Brain Battle’ on KFRC, a 


halt-hour weekly night shot. Roos | KMIVR TQ AIR 110 BB 








| 
‘Whodunit?” on the same outlet; | 
Hastings picked up Fulton Lewis, | GAMES FOR WHEATIES 
first on the late release and then on | 7 
the live early show, giving that out- | 
fit 11 shows a week, consuming | ___ Denver, May 13. 
three hours of air time. O’Connor-, | Sales are picking up, with all sta- 
Moffett, another radio-shy account, | tions reporting nice contracts. 
broke down and took a five-a-week | KLZ: sortz-Lee Jewelry Co., 
news ride; Bonds Clothiers slipped | through Ted Levy agency, 


|Plymouth-De Soto-Dodge-Chrysler 


on KFRC. re i reps ag ae 
Meanwhile, NBC grabbed off the | d¢a/ers, one quarter-hour; Washing- 


swank City of Paris department) 
: 4 . : _| J. Walter Thompson, 37 announce- 
store, currently carrying three five ‘ate ever  Gikeod Board, 


minute shots weekly; Milady’s | through Robertson agency, 


Music Box’; Breuner’s Northern | : as 
California department store chain, ' spots; Callbeck-Lawless Furs, 78 an- 


with ‘Old Cabinet Maker’ 15 minutes | nouncements; Weicker Transfer & 
weekly, plus spots for various pices 9 > og ee Th songs 
others, including I. Magnin, which | #8€?¢: . ‘ 


s Products Mfg. Co., through C. L. 
also uses KSFO. Latter outlet has | Miller agency, 156 announcements. 
suales Department Store persies~ KMYR: ABC Clearers, through 
out ted Fn, onto y= af tated | MacGruder agency, seven five-min- 
sgh dir Oi emg Oot f ure> ute newscasts weekl,, one year; 
in the picture with three quarters a. Coomer Jewelry Co., through Mac- 
week bankrolled by Roos Brothers: Gruder agency, 104 spots and six 
Interesting sideline to this de- | quarter-hours weekly, one year: 
velopment is that now the stores are | pnayis Motors, 
in radio, they’re finding they like | Frickson, seven five-minute news- 
it; and unless all drop out simul- | easts weekly, one year; Gruen 
taneously, indications are that as| watch Co., through McCann-Erick- 
long as a few stick others will have| son, 35 time signals weekly, one 
to buy opposition time in self-de- year; Jira Auto Supply, throug 
fense. Max Goldberg agency, seven five- 
KFRC also has 
Navigation, 
toughie, 
ments. 
KFRC: White House (department 
store), through Marion Kyle, five 
quarter-hours weekly, indefinitely, 
‘Let’s Go Shopping’; The Armand 


signed Matson 
considered another 
for nine spot announce- 


months; Lee Soap Co., through Mac- 
Gruder agency, three quarter-hours 
weekly, one year; McClanahan 
Clothing Co., through Ted Levy 
agency, seven five-minute newscasts 
weekly, one vear; Puritan Pie Co., 
through Robertson agency, 50: spots; 
Co.. (Brisk shave cream), through | White House Cleane’- through Ted 
Russel M. Seeds, 234 one-minute | Levy agency, 500 spots; General 
transcribed spots; Walter N. Boysen Mills (Wheaties), through Westco 
(for paint), through Emil Reinhardt | agency, 110 Western League base- 
Co., 93 spots; Washington State | ball game broadcasts. 

Apple Association, through J. Walter KOA: Dr. Pepper Bottling Co., 
Thompson, 37 spots; Pacific Brewing | through Benton & Bowles, 26 half- 
& Malting Co. (Wieland’s beer),| hours, ‘Dr. Pepper Parade’; Denver 
through Brewer-Weeks, 27 spots; | Public Schools, through Robertson 
Matson Navigation Co. (travel , | agency, five-minute talk; Sperry 
through Bowman, Deute & Cum-| Flour Co, through Westco agency, 
mings, nine spots; J. C. Eno, Ltd,|9M@ announcement; Denver Dry 





(laxative), through Atherton & Cur- | Goods Co., four station breaks; Ball | 


rier, 140 live five-minute talks; Max | Bros. through Applegate agency, 39 
Super Gloss Co. (auto polish),| amnouncements; Plough, Inc., 
through Elwood J. Robinson, 60| through Lake-Spirc-Shurman, six 
transcribed spots; Marlin Firearms | @2®nouncements weekly, 26 weeks. 

Co. (razor blades), th ough Craven| _KFEL: Joe Alpert’s Clothing Co., 
& Hedrick, 65 one-minute tran-| through Max Goldberg agency, 
scribed spots; Moore Clothing Co.,| Seven 10-minute newscasts weekly, 
through Brisacher, Davis & Staff, 30 | One year; American Academy of Ac- 
spots. + counting, - through - First- United 
| Broadcasters, six five-minutes; Den- 
| ver Marble & Tile Co., two spots; 


% of | Denver Dry Goods Co., five spots; 








| Comparative Unit Count 


May 10. May 3. Change. | Perkens - Epeneneter Pickle Co., 

Network 9,435 9,935 — 5.9 through Lane-Freiberger, 26 an- 
Local .. 4,253 4,032 5.5 | nouncements; Red Wing Cafe, one 
Nat’] Spot. 1,388 1578 —12.9| spot a day, one month; Ward Auc- 
Total . . 15,076 15,545 — 3.9 tion Co., two announcements week- 
(Included: KFRC, KGO. XJBS ly, 26 weeks; Western Union, four 
’ | spots; announcement service to Peer- 


| less Lace Cleaners, Tramarc Celery 
|Co., Cooperative Mercantile Co., 
| Gold Nugget Grilli and Fred’s Mar- 


BUSINESS JUNKET 














| ket. 
Wichita Men Make 37 Cities—Ali | Comparative Unit Count | 
Stations Collab C 
% of 
+ ahi Z | May10. May 3. Change. 
Wichita, Kas, May 13. | Network .. 8,150 7,985 = +2.1 
Herb Hollister, president of radio Lecal...... 8,684 8,137 +6.7 
station KANS, was chairman of a Nat’] Spot.. 1,598 1,563 +2.2 
good will tour of Wichita business Total ...... 18,432 17,685 +4.2 
men last week. Party visited 37 (Included: KFEL, KUZ, KMYR 
cities and towns in Oklahoma, Kan-| KOA, KVOD) 


sas and Colorado including Denver. | 
All three radio stations here, KANS, 
 KFH and KKBI, broadcast the same. 
program Monday night on which the 
business junket was heard from Inc., local advertising, has added the 
Dodge City, Kas. |Laura Lee Candy Co., of Alexandria, 
Representing the stations on the Va., to its list of accounts. 
trip were: Kay Pyle, KFBI; Jack Company wiil use radio end news- 
Todd, KANS, and Plez Clark, KFH. papers. 





Laura Lee Candy May Air 
Washington, May 13. 
Vincent Tutching & Associates. 


SEATTLE UNITS GAIN 


Local Up 3%—Total Plus 1.5% 








Seattle, May 13. 

Seattle business staying right up 
there, and with all lines reporting 
increases. KOL had a bunch of 
scattered local spot business for the 
week, adding up to a nice increase, 
and KIRO chalked up an increase 
due to start of a new 15-minute mu- 
sical and a half-hour quiz. KRSC 
still loaded. 





312 | 
into line with nine quarters a week | quarter-hours over one year; Denver 


|ton State Apple Growers, through | 


eight | 


through McCann- | 








| | Comparative Unit Count | 
| % of 
May 10. May 3. Change. 
Network 1,250 7,240 +01 
EOE ooccee 6,485 6,298 +3.0 
Nat’l Spot.. 813 802 +14 
Total ...... 14,548 14,340 +1.5 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


Bond Bread Signs 
Gene & Glenn For: 
Series in New Eng. 


Boston, May 13. 

Gene and Glenn 
13-week contract June 19 on the 
‘Village School,’ WBZ Thursdays for 








usual script show of ‘Gene and 
Gieen with Jake and Lena’ for same 
sponsor over WNAC, WTIC, WTAG, 





WCSH, five times weekly, 12-12:15 
p.m., Mondays’ through | Fridays, 
starting June 23, through Newell- 
Emmett. 


| WNAC: Corn Products Refining 
'Co. (Karo), 130 participations in 
Yankee network news service, also 
on WTHT, WEAN, WICC, WCSH, 
| WLBZ, WFEA, WLLH. WSAR, 


|WBRK, WNLC, WLNH, WRDO, 
| WCOU, WHAI, WSYB, WATR, five 
| times weekly, Mondays through Fri- 
days, beginning May 26, through 
C. L. Miller Co.; Sudbury Labora- 
| tories (Chaperone), 18 100-word an- 
/houncements, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
|}and Sundays, starting May 15, 
| through Mason L. Ham: J. H. Cor- 
;}coran & Co. (department store), 27 
| 125-word participations in ‘Musical 
| Roundup,’ Mondays, Wednesdays, 
| Fridays, starting May 15, through 
| Chambers & Wiswell; Washington 
State Apple Growers, 10 100-word 
| participations in ‘Musical Rendez- 


minute baseball extras weekly, five | yous’ Tuesdays, starting May 16 | 52 


| through J. Walter Thompson; 
}ick & Ford, Ltd. 


Pen- 
(My-T-Fine), 41 
one-minute transcriptions, daily, ex- 
|cept Sunday, following Yankee Net- 
| work News, starting May 12, 
| through BBD&O; Lewandos (cleans- 
ers), 13 125-word participations in 
‘Musical Roundup,’ Mondays, start- 


| Nickels Co.; First National Stores, 
Inc., renewal of ‘First National Food 
|News,’ also over WTIC, WEAN, 
WTAG, WICC, WCSH, WLBZ. 
| WFEA, Tuesdays and Thursdays, be- 
| ginning June 24, through Badger & 
| Browning; General Mills, Inc. re- 
|newal of ‘Light of the. World’ for 
| Kitchen Tested Flour, via NBC Red, 
| Mondays through Fridays, and 
‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter’ for Kix, 
, Mondays through Fridays, for series 
|of 261 broadcasts started May 1, 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert 


WAAB: Salada Tea Co., six one- 


minute transcriptions, in ‘Musical 
Clock,’ Mondays, Wednesdays and 
| Fridays, starting May 12, through 


John C. Dowd; Kane Furniturg. Co., 
extension of contract for one 15- 
minute program, May 13, listing Ted 
King, ‘Kane’s Singing Salesman.’ 
through Richard B. Sajlinger. 
WEEI: Plotkin Bros. (women’s ap- 
parel), one-minute participations on 
Caroline Cabot Shopping Service. 
through Bresnick & Soloment: E. T. 
Slattery (women’s apparel), 
minute participations on Caroline 
Cabot Shopping Service, direct: Clic- 
quot Club Co. (Sec gingerale), one- 
minute transcriptions, three times 
| weekly on Food Fair and five par- 
ticipations preceding afternoon news, 
' through N. W. Ayer; Manhattan Soap 
'Co. (Sweetheart soap), one-minute 
participations in Caroline Cabot 
Shopping Service, through Franklin 
Bruck; Gori Beauty Salon, one-min- 
ute participations in Caroline Cabot 
Shopping Service, through C. Brewer 


conclude their} 


Bond Bread, and will switch to their | 


|ing May 15, through Eddy Rucker! 


one- | 


ACCOUNT 


TO WN. kos a ba 0 Kee s50048 





Irresistible, Inc. (cosmetics). ...Redfield-Johnstone 





Active National Accounts 


AGENCY 
American Chicle Ce..........++ Badger, Browning, Hersey.. Announcements 
Ball Bros. (fruit jars).........-Applegate Adv.. 
40 Fathom Fisheries...........Alley & Richards.........Announcements 


+444 
TIME PURCHASES 


cvcccccccce Farticipations 


Gebhardt Chile Powder Co....Pitluk Adv....... ede avant Announcements 
eS ES Ee ..-Blackett-Sample-Hummert.......% Hours 
Grove’s Tasteless Chill Tonic...H. W. Kastor..... iboneeneneeedacie % Hours 
Guaranty Union Life Insurance. Stodel Adv....... eoocceeee» 4% Hour News 
A RS reerrrer ee oo MOURE Bs RUDICAM.cccccscceseces % Hours 
Heffman Beverages......... a § EE voce waenee eeoeeese- ANnNOuncements 


cekewd¥ere been % Hours 


Kellogg’s Bran......... chenwd .»Kenyon & Eckhardt.......Announcements 
Packard Motors..... aweneeee ..- Young & Rubicam........Announcements 
Swift & Co. (Sunbrite cleanser) .Stack-Goble .......+++++...-Participations 
Waltham Pen Co............... United Adv....... Sekenee bes Uwne % Hours 
W’hington State Apple Growers.J. Walter Thompson......Announcements 
Western Auto Supply Co.......Dan Miner.......... ..+»-. Announcements 

sense Bs DOT ccc ccccpeecs esses Y% Hours 








DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK — 








STORE 


Keith-O’Brien Dept. Store.....Salt 
Paris Dept. Store............+-Salt 





CITY 
Bullock’s Dept. Store........+- LOS ANgeleS...ccsseessseersseees % Hours 
Wm. Filene’s Sons Co.......... Boston 
Joske’s Dept. Store....... eeee-9an Antdnio...............-Announcements 


TIME PURCHASES 
carer cccccccccecss Announcements 


Lake City...........Announcements 
Lake City...........Announcements 





| 
| 
| 


L.A. Farmers’ Market Doubles 
Revenue via Radio, Direct Mail 





Salt Lake Predicts 
Full Summer Skeds 


Salt Lake City, May 13. 
Sait Lake biz still good. Stations 
now are assured that this summer 
| will see them carrying the heaviest 
| hot month skeds in history. : 


| KDYL: Schubach Optical Co., 313 
| spot announcements; Reed’s Riteway 
| (hardware), 312 news announce- 
/ments; Keith O’Brien’s (department 
|store), 156 spot announcements; 
| Mountain Fuel Supply, 150 spot an- 
i|nouncements, through Gillham 
| Agency; Morrison Auto Supply, 26 
| programs, ‘Odd But True’; Buckle 
| Electric, 26 programs; Intermountain 

Speedways, through Harris Agency, 
spot announcements; Vetter’s 
| Market, Denhalter Bottling Co., Art 
|Gardner (confectionery), Arden Sun- 
| freeze Ice Cream, Beesley Music Co., 
| participation, ‘Tomorrow’s Stars Pro- 
| gram.’ 











| fl Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
May 10. May 3. Change. 
| Network 7,251 7,541 —38 
Lee 2,726 2,635 +3.5 
| Nat'l Spot.. 1,321 918 +43.9 
ere 11,298 11,094 +18 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





| Suffolk Downs Uses 


Boston, May 13. 


Suffolk Downs’ 1941 horse racing 
season is- using 88 30-word cut-ins 





f bose 164 100-word spot announce- 


;}ments, May 12 through July 19, on 
| stations in Boston and vicinity as 


follows: cut-ins, 52 on WNAC and 
| WAAB, 10 WEEI, 26 WEAN in Provi- 
|dence; spot . announcements, 16 
| WAAB, 25 WORL, 25 WCOP, 26 
WMEX, 14 WHDH, 26 WESX in|} 
Salem, 16 WLLH in Lowell, 16 
|; WLAW in Lawrence. Speciel em- 
phasis will be placed on 14 stake | 
events. Placed through Harry M. 


| Frost agency. 

WNAC: Boston Globe, eight one- 
minute transcriptions on ‘Musical 
| Rendezvous,’ Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, starting April 
| 30, through BBD&O; Manhettan Soap 
Co. (Sweetheart soap), sponsoring 
|‘Fred Lang Views the News,’ also on 
| WEAN, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri- 
| days, renewal for 39 broadcasts on 
same schedule starting Monday, May 
| 19, through Franklin Bruck Adver- 
| tising Corp.; Wm. Filene’s Sons Co., 
100-word announcements following 
| Yenkee network news, starting May 


i 





Hollywood, May 13. 
Biz took a climb for a change, with 
only network. units lagging. Best 
pickup was on the local front, which 
helped make for a plussage in the 
total. 





Cut-Ins, Spots in Hub) 








Best contract of the week was 
| Farmers’ Market purchase of 260 


| 
| quarter-hour periods. Outfit uses 


only radio and direct-by-mail, and 


in four years has doubled its weekly 
business. KNX also added what it 
prefers to call a ‘freak.’ It is the 
Brock jewelry account; which spends 
most of its advertising dollars in the 
slick mags. Contract calls for eight 
weeks’ participation in Fletcher 
Wiley’s combination. 

KNX: Farmers’ Market, 260 quar- 
ter-hours, through Advertising Arts; 
Brock jewelry, 48 participations in 
Fletcher Wiley combo, through Hix- 
son-O’Donnell; Security-First Na- 
tional Bank, 13 five-minute news- 
casts, through Dana Jones. 


KHJ: Vitapep products, 156 quar- 
ter-hour periods, through Davis & 
Pearson; Dr. F. E. Campbell (dentist), 
|eight quarter-hours, through Ted 
Dahl; Noxzema Chemical, five half- 
hour periods, through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan; Yellow Cab, 78 five-minute 
programs, through Rufus Rhodes; 
Armand Co., 39 spots, through Rus- 
sel M. Seeds; Fifth Street Store, 30 
spots, through The Mayers Co. 

KFI: Hires Root Beer, 26 an- 
nouncements, through O’Dea, Shel- 
don & Canaday; McMahan furniture, 
| 24 quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘The 
| News Crier,’ through Ad Carpenter; 
| Electric Household Utilities, 65 par- 
| ticipations in Art Baker's ‘Note- 
book,’ through E. H. Brown; Yellow 
Cab, 26 one-minute transcriptions, 
| through Rufus Rhodes; Old English 
| floor wax, 10 participations in ‘Note- 








book,’ through J. Walter Thompson; 
| Golden State milk, nine one-minute 
transcriptions, through Ruthrauff & 
| Ryan. 

KECA: Baldwin Motors, 39 quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of ‘Musical 
| Clock,’ through Chet Crank; Wether- 
by-Kayser shoes, 150 announcements, 
through Sidney Garfinkel; Associated 
Druggists, 26 half-hour broadcasts of 
‘Spell-O-Win,’ through Sidney Gar- 
finkel; Omega shoe polish, 26 quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of ‘Musical 
Clock,’ through J. H. Riordan; Safe- 
way Stores, 60 one-minute tran- 
scriptions, through J. Walter Thomp- 
son; Southern Furniture, four quar- 
ter-hour broadcasts of ‘A Layman’s 
View of the News,’ through Alvin 
Wilder; Beneficial Casualty, quarter- 
hour periods, indef, through Stodei 








Smith; Eastern Racing Ass'n (Suf- | 4. through John C. Dowd; Sudbury | aqy, 

folk Downs track), evening time sig- 'Soil Testing Laboratories (Chapa- : . 

nals, through Harry M. Frost: Dag-| Tone), series of six 100-word an- || Comparative Unit Count 
gett Chocolate Co., renewal, evening /nouncements on Sundays, starting % of 
time signals, through Harry M.|May 4, through Mason L. Ham; May 10. May 3. Change. 
Frost; Young Women’s Christian As- | Washington State Apple Growers, 36 | Network .. 12,491 12,522 —0.2 
sociation, one-minute participations | 100-word participations in ‘Musical |Leecal ...... 8,814 8,731 +1.0 
in Caroline Cabot Shopping Service, | Roundup.’ three times daily. Wednes- | Nat’] Spot.. 1,414 1,392 +1.6 
direct; Moxie Co. (soft drink), three | days, Thursdeys, Fridays, starting | Total ...... 22,719 22,645 +0.3 
five-minute programs weekly,| April 30, through J. Walter Thomp- | (Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, 
through Alley & Richards. son. KHJ, KNX) 
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N.Y. Court Decision May Affect 
Standby Fees As Running Afoul 
Of the Anti-Racketeering Statute 


Decision that may set a far- 
reaching precedent regarding mu- 
sicians’ union regulations, but ap- 
parently overlooked in show biz 
circles thus far, was handed down 
recently in the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in New York. At least by 
implication, the opinion sets forth 
that, under certain circumstances, 
union demands for stand-by orches- 
tra fees may run afoul of the anti- 


racketeering law. 

Although the case involved did not 
even indirectly concern musicians or 
the musicians’ union, the collection 
of stand-by orchestra charges was 
cited by the court as a possible ex- 
ample of violation of the statute. 
Case under consideration was a 
criminal one _ involving charges 
brought by the Government against 
the teamsters’ union under the anti- 
racketeering law. Majority opinion, 
containing the allusion to musicians’ 
union practice, was written by Jus- 
tice Learned Hand, considered in 
legal circles as among the most in- 
fluential jurists in New York State. 

Justice Hand’s opinion, reversing 
the conviction of the defendants in a 
lower court, was that the teamsters’ 
union officials had not violated the 
statute because the union members 
were ‘ready and able’ to fill the jobs 
the employers had been forced to of- 
fer. Unwillingness or inability to fill 
them would have classified the de- 
mand for jobs as attempted extor- 
tion and thus criminal under the 
law, the jurist wrote. 

He then continued, ‘In the case 
at bar the accused were for the 
most part willing to do the work; 
indeed the fact that, especially after 


+ 





. 4 








| forced off the local New York ‘Pot 


some of the operators finally yielded | 


and signed contracts, members of the 
union served as drivers shows that 
at least the primary motive was to 
get the joos. The position of the ac- 
cused, when the operators refused 
to employ them, was like that of 
‘stand-Ly’ orchestras, so-called. If a 
conductor brings an orchestra from 
outside into a territory of a union 
powerful enough to coerce him, he 
must either employ local musicians 
in their place or pay an amount 
equal to their aggregate wages if 
they had played. In such cases it 
may be doubtful whether the local 
players can in fact substitute for the 
outsiders, and that might condemn 
them; but there was no such doubt 
here, for the accused were competent 
drivers.’ 
Substitution Angle 


It was noted that Justice Hand 
used the words ‘might condemn 
them’ in cases where it ‘may be 
doubtful whether the local players 
can in fact substitute for the out- 
siders.’ However, it is generally ad- 
mitted that as a practical matter, 
few stand-by musicians could actu- 
ally substitute for the men whose 
importation requires the payment of 
stand-by fees. If the local musicians 
could actually substitute, it is argued, 
there would be no néed for import- 
ing outsiders. In most cases, outside 
musicians brought into a territory 
are either members of a name or- 
chestra or band with a boxoffice 
draw, or are men specially trained 
or qualified for a specific assignment. 
In neither instance, it is claimed, 
could local musicians replace them 
without careful selection plus pro- 
hibitively lengthy rehearsal. 

Stand-by assignments are rotated 
among the unemployed members of 
the. unions. The latter are rarely 
even present when outside men are 
playing an engagement involving 
stand-by fees. General practice is 
for the employer merely to pay the 
aggregate amount of money involved 
to the union. However, if an em- 
ployer insists, the stand-by men 
must be on the spot and, at least 
theoretically, ready to work if. 
needed. But few managements con- 
sider it necessary or advisable to 
raise that issue with the union. 


Sonny Dunham’s new 


Phil Harris’ Reward 





Los Angeles, May. 13. 
Phil Harris was given a gold 
lifetime pass by Fanchon & Mar- 
co Wolf for breaking the two- 
week stage record at the Par- 
amount theatre here. 


Band, given equal credit for 
the draw with ‘Road to Zanzibar’ 
on the screen, rolled up a fort- 
night’s gross of $52,134. 











Union May Force 
Tucker Off Local 
Poto Gold Show 


Tommy Tucker’s band may be 





o’ Gold’ Program for Tums after it 
completes the current 13-week 


‘violation of their licenses. 





stretch, which ends July 13. Tucker 
has a date to appear before the | 


executive board of N. Y. local 802 of | 


the American Federation of Mu- | 


sicians soon, at which time he will 
be told whether or not he can con- 
tinue. Reason for 802’s objection to | 
Tucker’s continuing is that the lat- | 
ter’s band is classed as a travelling | 
outfit, that is, it’s composed aimost | 
entirely of non-802 members. 


Union raises the objection that the | 
show is strictly for New York audi- | 
ences, going out over WMCA, WHN, | 
and WNEW. Figure that under that 
setup only an 802 band should play | 
it. Tucker was told to hand in a 
two-week notice a month or so ago, 
but MCA, band’s booker, and Stack- 
Goble, agency for the show, pre- | 
vailed upon the union to allow the 
band to finish the 13-week stretch 
on the grounds that much cash had 
been spent exploiting the program. 

Tucker is thinking of trying to re- 
tain the assignment by rebuilding 
his band, for the broadcasts only, 
with only 802 men. 

Local has been paying increasing | 
attention lately to violations of its 
rules. It was never as hot on the | 
trail of infractions as it is now. Last | 
week an 802 delegate ordered Wal- 
ter Page, non-802 bassist with Count 
Basie’s band, off a record date at 
Decca studios. Page was on hand 
with several other musicians to pro- 
vide background for recordings to 
be made by pianist Pete Johnson. 
Such minor and comparatively un- 
important infractions never got that 
much attention in the past. 


Frank Dailey Still 
Sans Baton-Wielder 


Frank Dailey still has not come to 
terms with anyone to take over 
batonning of the band he has built 
to continue where the band he sold 
to Buddy Rogers left off. Dailey | 
handed the latter crew over to| 
Rogers several years ago to devote | 
all his time to operating Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J. New! 
| band, along the same lines, has been 
rehearsing for weeks at the Jersey 
spot, and an offer was about to be 
made to vocalist Jack Leonard to 
direct it when the singer was noti-— 
fied that he would be inducted into} 
the Army after his current Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y. date. 


Dailey originally had figured on 
using the new outfit at his place dur- 
ing the summer months when it’s 
hard to get top band names because 
of the amount of road work skedded 
by most bands. He has since taken | 
band for the, 











112 weeks, beginning July 10. 


| State 


| before Circuit Judge 
| Brennan on the grounds that it was 


i was enlisted 


BOSS PAYS TAX UNDER AFM 





NOW YEN XE MPTS ‘Trustbusters Fight vs. AFM Sta'led 
By Congressional, Supreme Court 
Apathy on Issue of Standby Bands 


DANCE LEADERS 


All Contracts With Em-| 





ployers Will Carry Roster 
of Musicians and Give 
Their Social Security Ac- 
count Numbers 





WORDING 








Employers and not the leaders of | 
name bands will assume respon- | 
sibility for the payment of social 
security taxes under the new con- | 
tract forms for hotel, cafe and one- 
nighter engagements which the | 
American Federation of ene | 

| 





has ordered into effect as of June 1. 
Booking offices are to receive these 
sample forms some time this week 
and in a letter, accompanying the’ 
form, James C. Petrillo, AFM prez, 
will warn licensed agents that the 
use of any other form will be in 
The let- 
ter also will state that ‘this contract 
is the one which has been adopted 
by the International Executive Board 
for the purpose of protecting our 
members under the Social Security 
Laws and upon which favorable de- 
cisions have been received by our 
members from the Internal Revenue 
Department.’ 

In conformance with this assign- 
ment of responsibility to employers 
| the back of each contract will carry | 
the names of the band’s members, 
their social security numbers and the! 
wages each is to receive on the en- 
gagement. The contract form fur- 
ther stipulates: 

‘The employer shall at all times 
| have complete control of the services 
which the employees will render un- | 
der specifications of this contract. On 
behalf of the employer the Leader 
| will distribute the amount received 
from the employer to the employees, 
| including himself, as indicated on 
the opposite side of this contract, or 
in place thereof on separate memo- | 
randum supplied to the employer at 





| or before commencement of the em- 


ployment hereunder and take and 
turn over to the employer receipts 
therefor from each employee, in- 
ciuding himself.’ 





Ballroom Appeals 
Detroit, May 13. 

An appeal has been made here 
from the ruling that ballrooms and 
not orchestra leaders must pay the 
unemployment compensation bene- 
fits for unemployed musicians. The 
Compensation Commission 
here had made the ruling that all 
spots where orchestras play are re- 
quired under the law to pay bene- 
fits for those who subsequently be- 
come unemployed. At present time 
Michigan law provides a maximum 
of $16 a week for 16 weeks for those 
who are out of work. 

The Graystone Ballroom has ap- 
pealed the ruling in a motion filed 
Vincent M. 


up to the orchestra leaders to pro- 
vide the money out of their earn- 
ings for those who may become un- 
employed. Since the issue has many 
ramifications the court ordered both 
sides to file briefs within 15 days. 


ZINN ARTHUR, DRAFTEE, 
FORMS ARMY UNIT 


Zinn Arthur, bandleader recently 
drafted, has been put in charge of 
organizing a dance band at Camp 
Upton, Yaphank, L. I. Leaders of 
bands at various posts have the right 
to requisition any man capable of 
playing an instrument, so long as he 
in definite territories. 
'For instance, Arthur can select any 
player inducted in Brooklyn, Queens 
and upstate New York. He already 
has 10 men and is allowed 32. 

Johnny Mince, clarinet-sax, from 
Tommy Dorsey’s band, may become 
a member of Arthur’s outfit. 








Post-Induction Discs 





If it can be worked out with 
Army officials, Columbia Rec- 
ords will continue recording 
Jack Leonard after the singer is 
drafted. He’s to be inducted 
May 26 after a current date at 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y. 

Before donning a_ uniform 
Leonard expects to cut a quartet 
of sides, which, with four not 
yet released, will form a backlog 
large enough to last a couple of 
months. If Army okays future 
cuttings, they’ll probably be done 
on furlough, 














Paramount-Proser. 


Agree on Booking 
Of Name Band 


Monte Proser last week cleared up 





_all ‘opposition’ angles between his 


Dance Carnival in Madison Square 
Garden and the N. Y. 
at a huddle with Robert Weitman, 
theatre’s managing director, and 
| Harry Kalcheim, Paramount stage 
show booker. Outcome was that 
the Paramount men assured Proser 
|he can have name bands after 
they play the Paramount, and that 
he must not bill them as ‘coming’ to 
the Garden ballroom setup until 
after the Par dates are completed. 

On the other hand, those -bands 
that the Paramount has pre-booked 
for early fall dates will not be per- 
mitted to play for Proser during his 
June-July-August run of the new 
monster ballroom at the Garden. 
Though the Paramount execs now 
state that they don’t consider the 
Proser setup as actual opposition to 
the Paramount, they feel that name 
bands playing the Garden immedi- 
ately prior to a booking at the Par 
can’t help but hurt the b.o. at the 
theatre. 

In lowering any bars against 
bands going into the Garden from 
the Paramount, Weitman and Kal- 
cheim make it possible for Proser to 
get Vaughn Monroe, among others. 
Monroe goes into the Par May 21 
for two weeks and will play the 
Garden four weeks later. 

Benny Goodman, Charlie Barnet, 
and Larry Clinton’s bands will in- 
augurate the ballroom policy open- 
ing Memorial Day (30). Bands are 
all booked for two weeks, but be- 
cause of the musicians union ruling 
for one day of rest in every seven, 


the orchs will only work 12 days 
though being paid for 14. This 
also means that there will be a 
change of bands every 12 days. 


Proser had originally planned to 
augment the bands with name sing- 


ers, but seems to have dropped that 
idea. Now the setup calls strictly 
for dancing and the various food and 
drink concessions. Admish will be 
66c on weekdays, and 88 Saturday 


and Sunday. 





Lombardo’s $7,000 Suit 


On Note Must Go to Trial, 


Guy Lombardo lost his plea for | 


summary judgment against James 
Belletta and Mal Hutt, 
N. Y. supreme court Thursday (8), 
when Justice Philip McCook ruled 
triable issues existed Lombardo 
wants $7,000, based on a promissory 
note. 

Lilliebell Lombardo, the band- 
leader’s wife, lent the defendants the 
money Jan. 20, 1939, and received 
only the interest, $701, in return 
The debt was subsequently assigned 
to her husband. 


— trust law violations, 


Paramount | 


tailors, in’ 





+ 
Washington, May 13. 
Congressional apathy and U. §. 
‘Supreme Court hostility have 


‘stalled the Department of Justice 
‘campaign against the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians and discouraged 
' Assistant Attorney Thurman Arnold’s 
attempt to relieve radio stations, 
| theatres, hotels, etc., of demands for 
standby orchestras. 

Nothing official is admitted, but 
‘inquiry started months ago by 
| Victor Waters has been suspended as 
‘result of recent court rulings that 
unions cannot be charged with anti- 
Decision in St. 

bre hodcarriers case was definite 

bar to contemplated prosecution of 
‘James C. Petrillo and American 
| Federation of Musicians, of which 
| Petrillo is prez. Though still con- 
vinced Petrillo deserves thorough 
woodshedding, Arnold has about 
‘abandoned ~ >pe of finding way to 
break the ‘musicians’ hold on radio 
and other music users. In view of 
what the New Deal majority on the 
highest bench has said, only Con- 
| gress can crack down, 

| Without new legislation making the 
labor bosses answerable for restrain- 
ing competition and burdening in- 
terstate commerce, there’s nothing 
the trustbusters can do. 


Cedar Point Encores 
Name-Band Policy; 
Benny Goodman Set 


Cleveland, May 13. 
John Kuebler, manager of Cedar 
Point’s summer resort near San- 
dusky, is following up lest year’s 
big-name policy which pulled the 











, ballroom out of the red by setting 


Benny Goodman for its June 14 
opener. 

After Goodman’s six-day date, 
Cedar Point will swing into full- 
week stands on June 20 with Henry 
Busse; June 27, Bob Chester; July 4, 
Ben Bernie; July 11, Frankie Mas- 


ters; July 18, Raymond Scott; July 
25, Orrin Tucker. All are set by 
MCA. 


Larger names also being slated by 
Geneva - on - the - Lake’s bellroom 
which gets its season off July 1 with 
Jimmy Joy. Cecil Golly taking the 
wraps off Chippewa Lake Park May 
24, while Waldemere Park in nearby 
Erie, Pa., starts summer dances in its 
rebuilt hall May 29 with George 
King. 


Charge Bernie Breached 
Pact by Subbing Band 








Los Angeles, May 13. 
Ben Bernie’s orchestra wasn’t 
there on broadcast nights, making 


his $5,000 claim invalid, according to 


a contention in the bankruptcy case 
of the Victor Hugo restaurant, Bev- 
erly Hills nitery, now shuttered 


pending the outcome of the suit be- 
fore Hugh F. Laughran, referee. 

Contention is that Bernie put on 
a substitute band on nights when 
he was on the air, thereby violating 
the contract. 


Johnson to Asbury 


Hotel Monterey, Asbury Park, 
N. J., is among the Jersey shore spots 
reopening earlier for the season due 
to the adjacent war camps and at- 
tendant boom. Instead of its usual 
mid-June unshuttering, the Monterey 
installs Johnny Johnson’s band May 
20. 

King Johnson (no relation) moves 
from the Westchester Country Club, 
Rye, N. Y., to the Hotel Shelton, 
N. Y., to succeed Johnnv Johnreon @& 
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Bandleaders, Mgrs. Concerned Over 


Draft Making Good Tooters Scarce 





Bandleaders and managers are 
currently commenting that good mu- 
sicians are getting scarce because 
of the government’s conscription ac- 
tivities. Quite a number of the more 
expensive bands have had to release 
better than average players to the 
army and replecing them is becom- 


ing tougher and tougher. Probably 
the hardest hit outfit is Bob Ches- | 
ter’s, which has lost four men in! 
addition to vocalist Bill Darnell. 


Tommy Dorsey recently had to give 
up Johnny Mince, sax-clarinet, who’s 
been with his band for at least five 
years, 

It’s almost impossible to estimate 
the number of musiciens who have 
been drafted and those who have 
volunteered with the idea of join- 
ing various encampment bands. Of 
course, the squawking of leaders 
doesn’t mean the supply of musi- 
cians is being seriouly depleted. It 
simply means that through a freak 
of circumstance many of the known 
good players have been taken. 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 
Army is gradually thinning the 
ranks of local musicians, wih several 
leaders called up last week and sev- 
eral more slated to go 
month is up. 


chestra is at Hotel Roosevelt’s 
Lounge Cafe, got his marching 
papers a few days ago, and hes 


turned over his outfit for a year to 
his brother, Bert Bari. Izzy Cer- 
vone, veteran bandsman, made his 
final appearance at Kennywood 
Park Sundzey (11) and dons khaki 
by June 1. Cervone was a chief 
pétty officer in the navy during the 
last war and later became captain in 
National Guard. Currently he holds 
a captaincy in the Army Reserve 
Corps and expects his cell any day. 

Another marking time is Danny 
Bridges, featured drummer with 
Bubbles Becker’s band at the Merry- 
Go-Round. He will likely pull out 


with one of owners of the Merry-Go- | 
Round, Sid- Reuben, with 1-A rating | 


and a low number. Sid Dickler’s 


before the 
Don Bari, whose or- 


band is also losing one of its aces, 
Elliott, 
playing at William Penn Hotel Chat- 


Jerry Eisner, while Baron 


terbox, has lost two elready. 


Al Fremont, local young 
maestro, making plans to depart’ by 


June 15 affer wind-up of current 


Southern tour. 


Cleveland’s Ratio 
Cleveland, May 13. 


Although there are only 1,500 
union musicians in Cleveland, as 
against 3,000 in Detroit, Local 4 here 
has lost 80 men to dete to the army 
compared to about 60 conscripted 
from the Auto City. 

Whether that’s because this town 
produces more young jive tune- 
smiths than most Midwestern cities, 
or has fewer graybeards in the pro- 
fession than Detroit, is puzzling the 
union boys. 





‘Request’ Platters, 
A la Radio, Tried 


By B’way Eatery 


Twist on radio request record pro- | 
grams is being used by Gardner's, | 
a Broadway, New York, restaurant. | 


Eatery has set up turntable and 


speaker equipment and hired Alan | 


Stratton, former announcer on sev- 
eral N. Y. indie stations, to emcee 
and spin platters between hours of 


7 p.m. and 3 am. Stratton sits on | 
a raised dais and accepts requests | 


from customers. 

Spot’s operators figure it’s an im- 
provement over the coin machine in 
the place, 
hours Stratton can turntable soft 
music, and later cater to the sippers 
who demand a more boisterous style. 
Jukebox in the spot is scheduled to 
get the heave-o after the manual 
record playing gets going. It began 
past Friday (9). 











For information write 
Greyhound Travel Bureau at 
nearest city below: 


New York City ¢ Cleveland, Ohio 
Chicago, Illinois e eee, 8. 
Boston, Mass. * Washington, D. C. 
Detroit, Michigan e St. Louis, Mo. 
San Francisco, Cal.eFt. Worth, Tex. 
Minneapolis; Minn. eLexington. Ky. 
Charleston, W. Va. » Cincinnati, O. 
Richmond, Va. e Memphis, Tenn. 
New Orlea 1s, La. ¢ Windsor, Ont. 
} London Street, E.) ¢ Montreal, 

ebec, (1183 Dorchester St., W.) 












Greyhound is the first choice in travel 
for many more reasons than extra 
economy! There’s the extra convenience 
of frequent schedules, handy terminals 
—the extra comfort of traveling in 
smooth-riding, air-conditioned Super- 
Coaches—plus the extra reduction in 
transportation costs when you charter 
an entire Greyhound for a group travel- 
ing together. Next time you go on the 
road—professionally or é 

go Greyhound, anywhere in America. 


or pleasure— 


ER 6 fA! Seer 


dance 


because during dinner | 


——. 
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o VARIETY. 


respective publishers.) 


.tecords below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores throughout the 
ountry, as reported by the major coin-machine distributors from coast to coast, 
Names of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in 
order of popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 


Figures and names im 







































soe eeeeeeeeeennenantdiantll 
1 Amapola . .. . . « Jimmy Dorsey...| Decca... (9) Marks 
2 | Understand. . . . . Jimmy Dorsey... Decca... (7) Feist 
3 Dolores eR Bing Crosby. | Decca... (6) Paramount 








4 Band PlayedOn . . 


{ Guy Lombardo.. 
> PPO. cece sa ac 


| Decca... 











(5) PD 




















| 
| 
| 
| 5 One i Love 
| 
| 
| 

















. + 0 efGlenn Miler .| Blucbira (1) Forster 
G intermezn | oer Herman Doser | 
7 Music Makers... JB] Sete) Paramount | 
; 8 OhLookAtMeNow . . hinents eens ate (5) Embassy 7 
| Q Perfidia . ©). . « ~} Benny Goodman] Columbia ®) Southern 
10 Apple Blossom Time . Andrews Sisters | Decca... (1) Broadway | 





Woody .--Decca. .Southern 
| WMD io ocns 7 anions j ; 
| SOTTERES ... ) Al Donahue..........Okeh ..PD 
Dick Robertson..... Decca 
Wee De OWS. vcccccevccctoed »{ Al Donahue ........ Okeh..BMI 
| Kay Kyser ......Columbia 
Jimmy Dorsey.......Decca 
Da emeee OE Bs 6c 6.540000 eee Benny Goodman.Columbia..BMI 
| Bob Chester...... Bluebird 
‘ Woody Herman......Decca r 
Let’s Get Away from It All... ; coma Dorsey. ..... Victor’ .Embassy 
Until TOMerrew. i. .cccccdics Sammy Kaye ...... Victor. .Republic 
Friendly Tavern Polka........ Horace Heidt. ee ‘Columbia | .BMI 
Sammy Kaye....... Victor 
Woody Herman ....Decca 
verything Happens to Me ) Tommy Dorsey .... Victor Embassy 
gt” Srey eran Alvino Rey....... Bluebird. .Beacon 
Me iiiieeeeeesag ans sean e Sammy Kaye....... Victor. .Republic 





DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing in 
demand on the coin machines.) 


Herman.. 














On the 


| 
} 


Upbeat 





Harry James has changed title of 
| forthcoming double-faced record of 
| sody.’ 








Lucky Millinder-Sister 
combination has been 
Decca Records. 
came band’s vocalist recently. 


Tharpe 
signed to 





Benny Largasse, sax with Rey- 
mond Scott, and Susan Spratt, ad- 
vance p.a. for outfit, married in 
Philadelphia recently. 





Joe Stabile, sax playing brother of 
Dick Stabile end in the latter's 


band, pulled out of band’s opening | 


night sessions at Chatterbox, Moun- 
| tainside, N. J., by Brooklyn draft 


| board for forgetting to sign ques- | 
tionnaire and leaving state without | 


permission. 





| Dellwood Ballroom, Buffalo, makes 
!annual shift to summer locefion, 
|Dellwood Lodge, soon. Wally Car- 
/penter band current. 





| Carrollers, composed of Al Jen- 
|nings, Buddy Hoff, Clay Bryson, new 


vocal trio with Irv Carroll bend at 





| Cab Calloway plays London, Ont., 


and Toronto Arena, July 30-July 1, 


‘under same money arrangement as_ 


Sonata Moderne’ to ‘Trumpet Rhap- | 


Spiritual singer be- | 


Jimmy Dorsey. Full payoff in U.S. | 
| cash before playing. 





| Phil Barton is new vocalist with 
Terry Shand, replecing Mary Os- 
borne, who left for Hollywood to 
make several picture shorts. 





| 
Sande Williams and band (6) from | 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., to the Hotel 
Statler, Detroit, May 19. Maxine 
Tappen new songstress with band. 





| Lee Kuhn’s orchestra opened in 
the Rainbo Room of the New Ken- 
more Hotel, Albany, May 3, suc- 
ceeding George Hall's band. Kuhn 
will remain at the spot until it 
closes for the season Decoration 
Day. 





Russ Smith’s new band opening 
| last week at Rainbow Grill, N. Y., 
_ succeeding Barry Winton, comprises 
Johnny Ingram, Jack Tarr, Sid | 
Stanley, reeds; Saul Grant, violin; 
| Carl Shaw, drums; Paul Thompson, | 
| string bass; Sy Sugar, trumpet; | 
|Charlie Burnett, piano, all formerly 
‘with big bands. Smith himself is’ 
ex-Barry Winton. 





Bob Strong’s orch, regularly on 
the Brown & Williamson Chicago 
radio shows over NBC, has been set | 
for a six-week run in the northside 


(Continued on page 39) 


Miller’s $7,800 on Coast 


Hollywood, May 13. 

Despite the hottest May weather 
in 50 years, Glenn Miller took out 
$7,800 as his share for the first of a 
three-week engagement et the Pal- 
ladium. It’s top coin-for the dancery. 

He’s in for a guarantee of $4,000 
against 50% at the door. 








Three Debs joined Charlie Spivak’s 
band as vocal trio. 

















JOE 
REICHMAN 


“the pagliacci of the piano” 


And His Orchestra 
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Bands at Hotel B. O. 








(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover | 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give | 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total | 

Weeks Past Covers | 
Bund Hotel Played Week On Date 
Clyde Lucas....... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ 6 575 4,675 
Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf GPE MEMEO R, ictctcsccecse 6 1,500 6,345 
Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300: 75c-$1.50).......... 4 1,475 6,025 
Gene Krupa...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 3 1,150 3,375 

Harry James...... Lincoln (350; 75c-$1).......cccccces — 575 





major draw. 











Strong 1-Nighter Band Pace Holds: 
Weems $4,100; Jurgens’ Record $1,941 


(Estimates) 

Cab Calloway (City Aud., Houston, Tex. May 8). Calloway proved | 

hot here, drawing 3,000 dancers and spectators at 85c-99c for approximate | 

gross of $2,500. Next night (9) at Municipal Aud., San Antonio, band 
figured fair with about 800 at 85c advance 99c at door. 


Sonny Dunham (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., May 7). 





Playing 





Campus Best Sellers 


(U. OF MINNESOTA) 


Minneapolis, May 13. 
Six best record sellers on this 
campus: 

1. ‘Amapola’ (Jimmy Dorsey). 
2. ‘There'll Be Some Changes 
Made’ (Benny Goodman). 

3. ‘Oh Look At Me _ Now’ 

(Tommy Dorsey). 
. ‘Music Makers’ (Harry James). 
. ‘Drum Boogie’ (Gene Krupa). 
. ‘Dolores’ (Bing Crosby). 


au 








‘650 Hertz Mullis Test 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the | 


Of Band Pull Via 
Tent Covering 1,000 


To avoid putting money into some- 
thing that might fail, Douglas Hertz, 
owner of the Pegasus Club, Rock- 
leigh, N. J., has been mulling setting 
up a tent capable of covering 1,000 
dancers to test whether a name band 
policy at his spot would work out. 
Hertz originally had an idea of en- 
larging a 400-odd seat bar, an 
adjunct to his indoor polo field, and 
installing name outfits as opposition 
to Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, at 
nearby Cedar Grove. 

If he goes through with the idea 


quick repeat after May 2 stop here, Dunham got good Wednesday crowd lof name bands in a circus atmos- 


of 850 at $1.35 couple for $574. 


Glen Gray (Jantzen Beach, Portland, Ore., May 5-6). 
Gray played to 3,512 at 75c for approximate gross of $2,634. 


George Hamilton (Peony Terrace, Omaha, Neb., May 10-11). Okay 1,425 
turned out for Hamilton at 60c figuring gross at $855 for two days. 


Woody Herman (Aud., Milwaukee, May 10). Herman’s home town did 
b.o. of truckdriver’s ball up brown. Great $4,500 gross from 9,000 hoppers 
at 50c. At Fountain Ferry Park, Louisville, Ky., Sunday (12) Herman got 
capacity $1,400 from 1,400 at 90c-$1.10. 

Carl Hoff (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., May 9-10). Hoff broke 
new band in here and lured big gross of $3,677 with 2,300 Friday and 3,000 
Saturday at usual $1.35 couple. 

Inkspots (Valley Dale, Columbus, May 9). B.o. clicked off 1,100 dancers 
at 90c advance $1.10 door for bit disappointing $1,150. Week before (May 
2). Spots pulled only 600 people into Beale Ave. Aud., Memphis, at 85c- 
$1.10 for $550 gross. Promoter explained weather getting too warm for 
dances in uncooled hall. 


| 


phere, and the policy proves profit- 


Over two days able, Hertz figures it will be worth 


the risk of shelling out $35,000- 


' 
} 
| 


| 


! 


Dick Jurgens (Capitol theatre, Manitowoc, Wis., May 7). Jurgens cracked | 


house mark here with 3,096 stub buyers at 30c-50c mat and 40c-66c nights 
for high $1,941. At Venetian theatre, Racine, week before (April 30) 
Jurgens clicked off okay $1,370 at 30c-45c-55c. 

Ted Lewis (Uptown B., Portland, Ore., May 
75ec per was okay 

Johnny Long (Ritz Ballrogm, Bridgeport, May 11). 
necticut debut with 1,506 payees at 75c for $1,130 gross. 

Jimmy Lunceford (Labor Temple, Louisville, Ky., May 5). First name 
band to play here, Lunceford drew great 1,500 at 75c-$1 for fine $1,300. 
At Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., Saturday (10) band got neat $1,000 
from 1,350 at 75c. 

Vaughn Monroe (Plymouth theatre, Worcester, Mass., May 5-7). With 
Hal LeRoy heading accompanying acts, Monroe did solid $4,550 gross in 
three days. House capacity is 2,700, gives three shows daily at 28c-35c-50c. 
In Portland, Me., Thursday (8) Monroe got good $675 from 900 dancers at 
75c. 

Fed Nichols (Raymor B., Boston, May 6). 
four weeks in and out spot. 
$300. 

Tony Pastor (Roseland-State B., Boston, May 6). Pastor’s 800 draw on 
Tuesday was fine for this spot. Added to $520 at 65c. At Hershey Park, 
Hershey, Pa., Saturday (10) band pulled $1,643 at 50c-77c. 

Teddy Powell (Arena, New Haven) May 11). Last spring series, with 
Henry Armetta, gave Powell light $2,100 from 3,800 who paid 45c to $1.10 
mat and evening 

Barney Rapp (Riverview B., Neponset, Mass., May 9-10). Rapp’s initial 
visit in several years lured fine 1,320 Friday and 1,442 Saturday for neat 
$1,519. 

Dick Rogers (Cocoanut Grove B., Toledo, May. 4). 
well here, drawing 350 dancers at 85c advance, $1.10 door, for $365, Fair. 

Jan Savitt (Chermot B.,.Omaha, May 10). About 1,543 at 55c gave 
Savitt okay $1,311 gross. 

Wally Stoeffler-Gene Broderick (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, May 9). 
Stoeffler and Broderick, local band, drew good $840 gross from 1,400 at 
65e-55c. On Saturday (10) Stoeffler hooked with George Harris, local, 
for 1,980 at same prices for fine $1,188. 

Ted Weems (Idora Park, Youngstown, O., May 6). 
drew 3,800 at $1.10 with Weems. Spot's draw is usually half that. 
Gray’s record is 4,500 people. 

Paul Whiteman (Lafayette College, Easton, Pa.. May 9). Whiteman 
clicked off $2,500, approximately from 1,000 dancers at $5 per couple. 


7). 


Lewis $1,100 gross at 


Nichols’ biz held up after 
Tuesday draw of 500 at 65c-55c meant okay 


Firefighters’ hop 
Glen 











organization. Lutz joins Breese after 


a sojourn of seven years with Henry 
§ On the Upbeat 1 Busse. 
—_ ‘ 














Lou Breese orchestra exits the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, here after a 
winter’s stay and goes on a 12-week 


(Continued from page 38) 
Chi Villa Moderne starting June 14. 


In between, Stron, will play the jaunt of ballrooms and theatres, re- 
Coloma (Mich.) Crystal Palace Ball- turning to the Chez in August 
room and engagements for the Man- Route includes dance for De Pauw 
itowoc (Wis.) Musicians Ass'n. and U. on May 17, a week in the Lyric, 
the Homewood (Wis.) Business Indianapolis, starting May 23, the 


Westwood Club in Little Rock and 
a two-day date for Texas A. & M. 


Men’s Assn. 








Ted Blake to Monaco’s Cafe in —— 

Cleveland following six-month stay warvin Dale opened two-week 

at Hotel Roosevelt's Lounge Cafe, cay Monday (12) at Bill Green's 

Pittsburgh. Casino, Pittsburgh, and will be fol- 
lowed May 28 by Don Bestor for 

Clyde Knight band will open sum- opening of spot’s outdoor Terraced 

mer dance season at West View Gardens. 


Park, Pittsburgh, May 26. 








Clyde Knight band signed to open 
summer dance season at West View 
Park, Pittsburgh, May 23. 

Bobby Parks band opens at Bos- 
sert hotel, Brooklyn. tonight. Leader 
is also celebrating engagement to 
Jane Allworth, radio time buyer. 


Mel Hurwitz switched from Henry 
Busse’s band to play second trumpet 
for Sonny Dunham, replacing Bob 
Riederich. 








Sam Lutz has joined the Lou 
Breese orchestra as personal and 
general manager of Breese and the 


Clicked in Con- | 
| ‘Wm. Tell.’ 


| Vocals by La Chata are only drawback. 


Rogers didn’t do so , 


$40,000 for a new building. In the 


event everything worked out he. 
would construct an. entirely new | 


building, leaving the above men- 
tioned bar as is. Pegasas layout 
covers some 400 acres. 


Hepcats Jive Jimmy Dorsey to 266 


| 


~ At Philly Vauder; Rey OK 356, N. Y., 
King Hot 246, Pitt Heidt 206, Buff 








WAYNEKING DENIED TO |g. 
LOCAL STUNT BY LUXOR $i .032%.s0s02"8)0, 0 


‘Washington Melodrama’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Heavy play from jitterbugs 
makes it an all-Dorsey draw. Ex- 
| pectations are for big $26,000, ex- 
ceptional in view of the slim help 
from the screen. 





} 

| 

Pittsburgh, May 13. 

| Chance to get Wayne King pub- 
licity for his current engagment at | 
Stanley theatre was vetoed here last! Horace Heidt, Buffalo (Buffalo; 
week by Luxor company, band’s | 3°00; 35-55) with ‘Cheers for Miss 
radio sponsor. Local Chamber of Bishop (UA). Picture has been a 


: spotty grosser, so Heidt gets credit 
, Commerce some time ago announced | for good part of excellent $20.000 in 


one hour five-station hook-up for | sight. 
/last Saturday night (10) to shout; Ima Ray Hutton, Boston (Boston: 
‘glories of Pittsburgh through tri- 3.200; 33-44-55) with ‘Scattergood 


Baines’ (RKO) and ‘House of Mys- 
tery’ (Mono). Miss Hutton’s draw 
on four-day booking greatly respon- 
sible for nice showing the house, 
which plays straight films last- 
halves, is making this week. Gross 
on full week will be okay $9,000. 


Dick Jurgens, Indianapolis (Lyric; 
| 1,900; 30-40-50) with ‘Rookies on 
| Parade’ (Rep). Band appears to be 
| getting most of nice $11,000. House 
tract with Luxor forbade him from | SPlurged on exploiting Jurgens, get- 
any air appearances at all on Sat- | ting special interviews and several 
urday nights, the day he airs his | T@dio shots for maestro, 

WB appealed | Wayne King, Pittsburgh (Stanley: 
| 3,600; 25-40-60) with ‘Wagons Roll at 
| Night’? (WB). Chief credit is going 


state area, and managerhent of WB 
deluxer saw a chance to crash the | 
free all-Smoky City web (KDKA, 
WCAE, WJAS, KQV and WWSW) 
with the King band and also sold 
CC on the idea. Orch was to have 
dominated the show, taking up most 
of the time allotment. 

King was agreeable, too, but 
pointed out that clause in his con- 


| weekly commercials. 
to sponsor to waive clause for this 
!one time, pointing out it was more 








Coin-Catching Record Possibilities 


Dick Jurgens ‘Nighty Night’—‘Loafin’ on Lazy Day’ (Okeh 6166) 

First is one of the better new tunes with definite possibilities. It was 
first done as a vocal by Alvino Rey. Jurgens uses the melody to 
good advantage, cutting a very likable version in dance tempo with Harry 
Coo] vocal. ‘Loafin,’ which sounds familiar, is another good tune, but the 
arrangement here is thin and Buddy Moreno’s vocal is awkwardly phrased 
in spots. 

aivine Rey ‘Hindustan’—‘Everything Happens to Me’ (Bluebird 11128) 

Rey combo has been growing in record stature since ‘Tiger Rag’ and 
First side is not as widely known as former two, but it’s just 
as well done. Band’s swell instrumental work and Rey’s guitar breaks 
make it good listening. Reverse, outstandingly soloed by Alyce King, is 
slow tempoed and has other versions to compete with, though that doesn’t 
lessen her impact. 

Xavier Cugat ‘La Cucaracha’—Tony’s Wife’ (Columbia 35972) 








to King’s draw for great $24.000 in 
sight. Best biz house has had in 
some time. 

Guy Lombardo, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2,205; 15-28-38-44-55-66) with 
‘Met in Argentina’ (RKO). Sirong 
weekend play giving this bandfilm 
combination fair $13,000 for the 
week. Lombardo greatly responsible 
for the draw, the film not having 
shown much b.o. elsewhere. 

Abe Lyman, Cleveland 
3,700; 30-35-42-55-66) with ‘People 
vs. Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Not drawing much and will be lucky 
to hit mild $11000. Biz all over 
town on downbeat, exhibs blaming 


(Palace; 


'it on spring weather. 


|drew nice — business 


| 
Two sides grooved with guaranteed past faves should find non-com- 


They’re played well under neatly written arrangements. 
She does ’em in an uninspiring 


mercial reaction. 


manner. 
Jan Savitt ‘Things I Love’—‘Manhattan Sunrise’ (Victor 27430) 
‘Things’ is a potential hit tune which hasn't gotten started yet, and Savitt 
does it justice with an arrangement and playing that enhances the melody. 
Muted trumpet at outset and Allan DeWitt’s vocal polish it off at medium 
tempo. ‘Sunrise’ is played well at slow speed, but lacks punch. 
Woody Herman ‘Time Changes Everything’—‘Dancing Dark’ (Decca 3751) 
Band hasn’t made such a lively side as first in some time. 
change of pace from ‘Frenesi,’ ‘Sorrento,’ etc. Tune is a worthy one, a 
sort of western. and after Herman's vocal band drives it out solidly. “Danc- 
ing’ isn’t auspicious in comparison with Artie Shaw’s recent cutting, but 
it has a vocal by Herman which Shaw’s side lacked. 


Claude Thornhill ‘Stack of Barley’—‘Hungarian Dance’ (Okeh 6168) 


Vaughn Monroe, Providence (Met- 
ropolitan; 3,300; 39-55) with ‘Foot- 
light Fever’ (RKO) and vaude. Band 
in three-dzey 
date, gross hitting $5,000. 

Alvino Rey, New York 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99) 


(Para- 
with Ed- 


| die Bracken and other acts on the 


stage, ‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par) be- 
ing the film, in which Bracken is 
featured. Not in the upper brackets 
at $35,000 on first seven d-ys enced 


lasi night (Tuesday), but sa‘i ‘. 
tory profit. Division of creci 
getting this amount is probe»yly 
: about even betwee icture a 
Bete asia een picture nd 


stage bill. Show holds over. 

Charlie Spivak, Wash'ngton (Earle; 
2,216; 28-39-44-66) with ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ (WB). Stage show i 
being billed as ‘local orch’ and bo!]- 


< 


se stering film to nice $17,000, making 
Thornhill’s solid band has yet to release a pop. His rich arrangements better showing than Weems in the 
so far have not given machines opportunity to use his stuff. ‘Barley’ might |...» larger Loew’s Capito} 
do it. It’s a lively piece of well-played material familiar enough in its Somme Heet or ” Sines York 
basic theme to get commercial attention. Reverse, another clever bit, earns (Strand: 2,767; 35-55-75-85-99 ) with 
equal reaction. Both are exceptional examples of Thornhill ; ; Victor McLaglen in person, ‘Wacons 
Sam Donahue ‘Au Reet’—‘Still Make Love in London’ (Bluebird 11131) Roll at Night’ (WB) on screen. The 
Initial Sam Donahue recording is okay. First side is played with 4 going is slow. no more than about 
solid hop, spotlighting a slightly overbalancing sax group, but it interprets ¢4 000 being sighted. Holds over. 
the jive tune strongly. Mitchell Paull vocals well enough for purposes Of /}oweyer due to contracts v ith 
tune. Reverse gets unusual reaction. First play draws a blank, but re- pope, and McLaglen. 
peated spins drive home its unusual style, eventually making it click. Fran- Ted Weems, Washington (Capitol: 
ces Claire vocals. 3,434; 28-39-44-66) with Washington 
Les Brown ‘Alexander Swoose’—‘Keep Cool Fool’ (Okeh 6167) Melodrama’ (M-G). Theatre biz 
Brown’s rapidly arriving band looses a competent cutting of the novelty, generally bleh in Washington ind 
first done by Kay Kyser. Doris Day vocals clearly and easily in front thig combo no exception. We 
of smart instrumental work and adds late punch with melodic explanation however. wil] be chiefly 1 ynsibl 
of title. ‘Keep,’ a jump tune, gets rich handling from well-balanced and for the light $15,000 the eck a tf 
rehearsed band Mis Day again vocals. ee 
Artie Shaw ‘Blue Heaven’—Moonglow’ (Victor 27405) =e 
Shaw uses his Gramercy Five on first standard to set up a rhythmic ° 
commercial issue that'll sell despite fact it’s not equal to group's past Byrne Vice Krupa 
performances. ‘Moonglow’ cuts in full band which reaches a level easily aii 
comparable to past ‘Dancing in Dark,’ etc. One fault in these Shaw stand- ss ; 
ard releases is they all sound alike, with same instrumental pattern cours-)  *” bby Byrne band which \ 
ing through arrangements. barred from opening at the New 
Dean Hudson ‘Take You Home Kathleen’—‘Let’s Try Again’ (Okeh 6171) Yorker hotel, N. Y., April 11, by a 


One of Hudson's first few sides for Okeh, No. 1 tune should earn band 
some non-commercial response. Tune, of course, is natural and it’s nicely 
sung by Sonny Stockton. He carries almost full side. Reverse lyric is too 
heavily interpreted by Sam Latimer. Sounds like he’s doing utmost to 
inject a throb, which doesn't help. Band work is average. Tune is better 
than it sounds here. 

Teddy Powell ‘Blue Danube’—‘Rendezvous in Rio’ (Bluebird 11132) 

Teddy ‘Powell's newest band has been steadily improving. First side 
shows outfit in best groove so far. Some buyers may not go for hard- 
driven playing of waltz fave, but that doesn’t detract from fact it’s swell 
job. It’s hot and slick. Reverse, an average tune, is also well done, with 
Ruth Gaylord vocal 
Glenn Miller ‘Air Minded Executive’—Spirit Is Willing’ (Bluebird 11135) 

First tune is an unusual one. It has to be played repeatedly before it 
begins to pull response, but after that sounds okay. It probably won't go 
far because it’s a difficult melody. Side isn’t helped much either, by Doro- 
thy Claire’s vocal; Tex Beneke joins her late. Reverse is an okay orig- 


a dent, 


Grove, N. J., opening May 27. 


union fight, goes into the opposition 
Pennsylvania hotel June 8. Byrne 
is to replace Gene Krupa, who com- 
pletes six weeks there June 6. 

Byrne band has been booked for 
a month at Meadowbrook, Cedar 
He'll 
start there on that date, but run will 
be cut to two weeks to allow for the 
Penn opening. 


HEIDT TO EDGEWATER BEACH 
Chicago, May 13. 

Horace Heidt orchestra set for a 

stay on the Marine Beach Walk of 

the Edgewater Beach hotel on the 


, northside starting July 11. 
inal, well played in slow tempo, but not strong enough to make much of | 


In for four weeks on present con- 


| tract. 




















40 ORCHESTRAS 


VARIETY 




















General Amusement Corp.: CRA, 


BAND ROUTES 


Present whereabouts, or fixed addresses, of dance orchestras are 
given below, alphabetically arranged. Every effort will be made to 
keep the list as complete and correct as possible. 
their managers are invited to cooperate by notifying Variety of 
changes and corrections. There is no charge for listing. 
Abbreviations used are as follows: 
country club; H—hotel; NC—night club; R—restaurant; T—theatre. 
Booking office abbreviations are: MCA, Music Corp. of America; GAC, 


Frederick Bros.; Wm. M., Wm. Morris. 


Band leaders and 


B—ballroom; C—<cafe; CC— 


Consolidated Radio Artists; F. B., 





A 


Alexander, Van, WOR, NYC. 
Allen, Red, Cafe Society, NYC. 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18, NYC. 


Armstrong, Louis, Joe Glaser, RCA P 


Bldg., NYC. 


— Gus, Gay White Way, 


Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NYC. 
Ayres, Mitchell, GAC, NYC. 
B 


Bardo, Bill, GAC, NYC. 
Barlow, Howard, Southern Man- 


sions, Kansas City. 
Barnet, Charlie, Sherman Hotel, 
Chi. 


Baron, Paul, Essex House, NYC. 
Barrie, Dick, F.B., NYC. 

Barron, Blue, Edison Hotel, NYC. 
Basie, Count, Wm. M., NYC. 
Baum, Charles, CRA, NYC. 


Becker, Bubbles, Merry-Go-Round, | 


Pitts. 
Becker, Howard, Madura’s 
Whiting, Ind. 
Berigan, Bunny, MCA, NYC. 
Bernie, Ben, MCA, NYC. 


B., 


Bestor, Don, Roosevelt H., Jack- 


sonville, Fla. 
Black, Teddy, Belvedere H., Balto. 
Borr, Mischa, Waldorf H., NYC. 
Bradley, Will, Wm. M., NYC. 
Bradshaw, Tiny, Club Lincoln, 
Columbus. 


Brandwynne, Nat, Copacabana, | 
ey & 


Breese, Lou, Chez Paree, Chicago. | 


Brigode, Ace, Melody Mill, Chi. 
Britton, Milt, GAC, NYC. 
Brown, Les, Theatre Cafe, Chi. 
Busse, Henry, Wm. M., NYC. 
Byrne, Bobby, GAC, NYC. 


Cc 

Calloway, CAB, GAC, NYC. 

Carlsen, Bill, MCA, Chi. 

Carroll, Irving, Dempsey’s Rest., 
NYC. 

Carter, Benny, MCA, NYC. 

Casino, Del, Nicollet H., Minn. 

Chester, Bob, MCA, NYC. 

Childs, Reggie, CRA, NYC. 

Clarke, Buddy, Park Central Ho- 
tel, NYC. 

Clinton, Larry, GAC, NYC. 

Coe, Jay, La Guardia Field, NYC. 

Coleman, Emil, Baker H., Dallas. 

Courtney, Del, Stevens H., Chi. 

Craig, Francis, Hermitage, Nash- 
ville. 

Crosby, Bob, MCA, NYC. 

Cugat, Xavier, Waldorf H., NYC. 

Cummings, Bernie, Weems, Inc., 
Chi. 

Curbelo, Fausto, Statler H., De- 
troit. 

Curbelo, Herbert, La Martinique, 
NYC 


Cutler, Ben, Wm. M., NYC. 


D 
Davis, Eddie, La Rue’s, NYC. 


Donahue, Al, GAC, NYC. 
Donahue, Sam Wm. M., NYC. 
Dorsey, Tommy, MCA, NY. 


aes Jimmy, Earle Theatre, 
ila. 
Dowell, Saxie, Muehlebach H., 


Kansas City. 
Duchin, Eddy, MCA, NYC. 
Dunham, Sonny, Roseland B., 
NYC. 
E 
Ellington, Duke, Wm. M., NYC. 


Elliot, Baron, Wm. Penn Hotel, 
Pitts. 
Ennis, Skinnay, Wilshire Bowl, 
L. A. 
F 


Fields, Shep, MCA, NYC. 

Fio Rito, Ted, Wm. M., NYC. 

Fisher, Freddie, Glatz Palm Gar- 
dens, Milwaukee. 

Fitzgerald, Ella, Moe Gale, 48 W. 
48th St., NYC. 

Foster, Chuck, GAC, NYC. 

Fox, Roy, F. B., NYC. 

Frasetto, Joe, WIP, Phila. 

Fredericks, Jan, Boulevard Tav- 
ern, NYC. 
e Freeman, Bud, State-Lake Theatre, 

hi. 

Funk, Larry, Schroeder H., Mil- 
| waukee. ‘ 


Gagen, Frank, MCA, NYC. 
Garber, Jan, Palmer House, Chi. 
Garr, Glen, O’Henry Park B., Chi. 
| Gasparre, Dick, Plaza H., NYC. 

| Golly, Cecil, Claridge Hotel, Mem- 








phis. 
| Goodman, Benny, MCA, NY. 
| Gordon, Gray, Log Cabin, Ar- 
monk, NY. 
| Grant, Bob, Detroit A.C., Detroit. 
Gray, Glen, Corke O’Keefe, RKO 
| Bldg., NYC. 
Gray, Lew, Rusty Cabin, Engle- 
wood Cliffs, NJ. 
Grayson, Hal, 
Denver. 
| H 
| Hamilton, Geo., MCA, NYC. 
| Hall, Geo., MCA, NYC. 
| Hall, Sleepy, Homestead, 
Gardens, LI. 
Hallett, Mal, CRA, NYC. 
| Hampton, Lionel, Grand Terrace, 
| Chi. 
| Harris, Jack, La Conga, NYC. 
Hawkins, Erskine, Savoy B., NYC. 
| Heatherton, Ray, MCA, NYC. 
| Heidt, Horace, Buffalo T., Buff. 
Henderson, Fletcher, New Casino, 
Walled Lake, Mich, 
| Herbeck, Ray, F.B., NYC. 
Herman, Woody, GAC, NYC. 
Hill, Tiny, Rainbow Gardens, Den- 
ver. 
Himber, Richard, CRA, NYC. 
Hines, Earl, Wm. M., NYC. 


Cosmopolitan H., 


Kew 


| 















Holmes, Herbie, Rice H., Houston. 
Holst, Ernie, El] Morocco, NYC. 
Hopkins, Claude, Wm. M., NYC. 
Hudson, Dean, F.B., NYC. 

Hugo, Victor, MCA, NYC. 

Hutton, Ina Ray, Wm. M., NYC. 


I 
Inkspots, Regal theatre, Chi. 


J 
James, Harry, Lincoln hotel, NYC. 
James, Sonny, Roseland B., Bklyn. 
Jarrett, Art, Blackhawk Cafe, Chi. 
Jerome, Henry, Child’s, Par. bldg., 


NYC. 


Jones, Isham, MCA, NYC. 
Joy, Jimmy, MCA, NYC. 
Jurgens, Dick, MCA, Chi. 


K 

Kassel, Art, MCA, NYC. 

Kay, Herbie, Trocadero, Evans- 
ville, Ind. 

Kaye, Sammy, Meadowbrook, Ce- 
dar Grove, NJ. 

Kavelin, Al, MCA, NYC. 

Kearns, Joey, WCAU, Phila. 

Keller, Leon&rd, Bismarck H., Chi. 

Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC. 

King, Geo., MCA, NYC. 

King, Henry, Ciro’s, Hollywood. 

King, Teddy, Chamberlain hotel, 
O’ : Point Comfort, Va. 

King, Wayne, Stanley T., Pitts. 

Kirby, John, Cafe Society, NYC. 

Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC. 


Kirk, Andy, Joe Glaser, RCA 
bldg., NYC. 
hae Gene, Pennsylvania H., 


Kuhn, Dick, Astor H., NYC. 
Kyser, Kay, MCA, Hollywood. 
L 


LeBaron, Eddie, Beverly Hills C.C., 


Noble, Leighton, Mark Hopkins H., 
San Francisco. 

Nottingham, Gary, 
San Francisco. 


Olman, Val, Ambassador H., Chi- 
cago. 

Olsen, George, Wm. M., NYC. 

Osborne, Will, GAC, NYC. 


Owens, Harry, Royal Hawaiian H., | 


Honolulu. 
P 


Panchito, Versailles, NYC. 

Pancho, Riviera, Fort Lee, N.J. 

Parks, Bobby, Bossert H., B’klyn. 

Pastor, Tony, CRA, NYC. 

Pearl, Ray, F.B., NYC. 

Perry, Newt, Wayside Food 
Shoppe, West Springfield, Mass. 

Petti, Emile, MCA, NYC. 

Pineapple, Johnny, Lum Fong's, 
NYC. 

Powell, Teddy, CRA, NYC. 

Powell, Walter, Lantz’s Merry-Go- 
Round, Dayton. 

Prima, Louis, MC, NYC. 

Prager, Col. Manny, F.B., NYC. 

R 


Raeburn, Boyd, Wm. M., NYC. 

Ramos, Ramon, Drake H., Chicago. 

Ravazza, Carl, St. Anthony H., San 
Antonio. 

Reichman, Joe, Wm. M., NYC. 

Reisman, Leo, Wm. M., NYC. 

Rey, Alvino, Paramount theatre, 
NYC, 

Reynolds, Tommy, M‘.A, NYC, 

Rines, Joe, WMCA, NYC. 

Rodrigo, Nano, MCA, NYC. 

Rogers, Dick, GAC, NYC. 

Rogers, Eddy, Deshler-Wallach H., 
Columbus. 


Newport, Ky. seach Satin — Adrian, Doc’s Tavern, 
ewis, Ted, Wm. M., ; P. , 
Light, Enoch, Wm. M., NYC. = om Babe, Hickory House, 
oo Jack, Edgewater Beach H., . s 

1. 

Lombardo, Guy, i Savitt, Jan, MCA, NYC. 
Baler Guy, Hipp Theatre,| scott, Raymond, MCA, NYC. 


Long, Johnny, GAC, NYC. 

Lopez, Vincent, Wm. M., NYC. 

Lorch, Carl, F.B., NYC. 

Loring, Michael, MCA, NYC. 

Lucas, Clyde, Biltmore H., NYC. 

Lunceford, Jimmie, H. Oxley, 17 
E. 49th St., NYC. 

Lyman, Abe, 
Cleveland. 


Palace Theatre, 


M 

Madriguera, Enric, St. Francis H., 
San Francisco. 
we Matty, Rainbow Rm, 

Manone, Wingy, Joe Glaser, RCA 
Bldg., NYC. ; 
— Joe, El Rancho, Chester, 

a. 

Marte, Frank, Copacabana, NYC. 

Martin, Freddy, Cocoanut Grove, 
NYC. 

Martin, Lou, Leon & Eddie's, NYC. 

Masters, Frankie, Taft Hotel, NYC. 

McCoy, Clyde, Wm. M., NYC. 

McCune, Bill, Statler H., Buff. 

McGee, Johnny, Yankee Lake, 
Brookfield, O. 

McFarland Twins, Syracuse Hotel, 
Syracuse. 

McIntyre, Lani, Claridge H., Mem- 
phis. 

Messner, 
NYC. 

Miller, Glenn, Palladium, H’wood. 

Millinder, Lucky, Moe Gale, 48 W. 
48 th., NYC. 

Molina, Carlos, MCA, NYC. ; 

Monroe, Vaughn, Wm. M., NYC. 

Mooney, Art, Bordewick’s, Tucka- 
hoe, NY. 


Johnny, McAlpin H., 


Morand, Jose, North Hills C.C., 
Douglaston, L.I. 
N 
Morgan, Russ, MCA, NYC. 
Nagel, Freddy, Belmont Club, 


Santa Monica, Calif. 





Shaw, Artie, GAC, NYC. 
at Noble, Diamond Horseshoe, 


NYC. 

Smith, Stuff, Kelly’s Stables, NYC. 

Spanier, Muggsy, Venetian Gar- 
dens, Altoona, Pa. 

Spitalny, Phil, Variety, NYC. 

Spivak, Charlie, Earle theatre, 
Washington, D.C. 

Stabile, Dick, Chatterbox, Moun- 
tainside, N.J. 

Stearney, George Le Coq Rouge, 
NYC. 
Steck, Gus, Brook Club, Summit, 


N.J. 

Stoeffler, Wally, Tantilla Gardens, 
Richmond, Va. 

Straeter, Tec, Fefe’s Monte Carlo, 
NYC. 

Sudy, Joe, Peabody H., Memphis. 


= 
Teagarden, Charlie, Donahue’s, 
Mountain View, N.J. 
Teagarden, Jack, Casa Manana, 
Culver City, Calif. 
Thompson, Lang, Cleveland H., 
Cleveland. 


Thornhill, Claude, Glen Island Ca- 
sino, New Rochelle, N.Y. 

Tomlin, Pinky, Wm. M., NYC. 

Travers, Vincent, Wm. M., NYC. 

Tucker, Orrin, Arago1. B., Chicago. 


Tucker, Tommy, Strand theatre, 
NYC. 
Turner, Don, Mount Royal H., 
Montreal. 

V 
Venuti, Joe, Roosevelt H., New 
Orleans. 


Ww 
Wald, Jerry, GAC, NYC. 
Waller, Fats, MCA, NYC. 
Warnow, Mark, CBS, NYC. 
Watkins, Sammy, Hollenden H., 
Cleveland. 
Weeks, Anson, Trocadero, Hender- 


Bal Tabarin, 
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Band Bookings a 


Andrews Sisters, May 23, 
weeks, Palladium, Hollywood. 

Lou Breese, May 17, Depauw U,, 
Greencastle, Ind.; 18, Orpheum thea- 
tre, Springfield, Ill; 19, Memorial 
Aud., Burlington, Ia.; 20, Electric 
Park, Waterloo, Ia.; 21, Dzenceland, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia.; 23, week, Lyric 
theatre, Indianapolis. 

Bobby Byrne, May 18, Babb’s 
Park, Sheffield, Conn.; 23-24, Totem 
Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 


Cab Calloway, May 22, Mu- 
nicipal Aud.,,Macon, Ga.; 23, City 
Aud., Atlanta; July 4, two weeks, 
Strand theatre, N. Y. 


Del Casino, May 24, four weeks, 
Chanticleer, Baltimore. 


Al Donahue, May 18, Mecdow 
Acres, Topeka, Kan.; 20, Armory, 
Carlsbad, New Mexico; 21, Pioneer 
hotel, Tucson, Ariz.; 24, four weeks, 
Palladium, Hollywood. 


Woody Herman, May 18, Trianon 
B., Cleveland; 19, London Arena, 
London, Ontario, Can.; 20, Mutual 
Arena, Toronto, Can.; 22, week, Hipp 
theatre, Baltimore. 

Johnny McGee, May 17, Castle 
Farms, Cinn.; 18, Cocoanut Grove 
B., Toledo; 21-25, Graystone B., De- 
troit: 

Dick Rogers, May 17-28, Yankee 
Lake, Brookfield, O. 

Charlie Spivak, May 18, Lake Com- 
pounce, Bristol, Conn. 

Erskine Hawkins, May 29, Krup- 
ger’s Aud., Newark, N. J.; 30, Tuxedo 
Club, Harrisburg, Pa.; 31, Castle 
Farms, Cinn, 

Jack Teagarden, May 22-24, Pa- 
cific Square B., San Diego, Cal.; 29, 
week, Paramount theatre, Los An- 
geles; June 6-8, Balboa Beach, Calif, 

Bernie Cummins, June 20, indef., 
Claridge hotel, Memphis. 

Cavalier Beach Club, Virginia 
Beach, Va.; May 17, two weeks, 
Everett Hoagland, then Dean Hud- 
son, Johnny Long, Clyde Lucas, 
Orrin Tucker, Tommy Dorsey, Russ 
Morgan, Paul Pendarvis, Will Mc- 
Cune. 

Henry Busse, Mey 16, Aud., Sagi- 
naw, Mich.; 19, Warner theatre, Mor- 
gantown, W. Va.; 20, State theatre, 
Washington, Pa.; 21, Manos theatre, 
Greensburg, Pa.; 22, Summit Beach, 
Akron, O.; 29-31, Totem Pole B,, 
Auburndale, Mass. 

Ben Cutler, May 22, week, Loew’s 
State, N. Y. 

Duke Ellington, May 22, 
weeks, Topsy’s, Los Angeles. 

Ted Lewis, June 7-8, Tivoli thec- 
tre, Richmond, Ind. 

Vincent Lopez, May 29, Paramount 
theatre, Anderson, Ind.; 31-June 1, 








two 


four 





Tivoli theatre, Richmond, Ind.; 2, 
U. of Illinois, Urbana, III. 

Pinky Tomlin, June 7, Castle 
| Farms, Cinn. 

Weems, Ted, Capitol theatre, 


Washington, D.C. 

Welk, Lawrence, Trianon B., Chi- 
cago. 

Whiteman, Paul, Wm. M., NYC. 

Wilde, Ran, Lookout House, Cove 
ington, Ky. 

Williams, Griff, MCA, Chicago. 


|__ Hoagland, Everett, Bill Green's, Nelson, Ozzie, Wm. M., NYC. son, Ky. Wilson, Teddy, MCA, NYC. 
Day, Bobby, Arcadia B., NYC. Pitts. Nichols, Red, F.B., NYC. Weeks, Ranny, Mayfair Club, Bos- Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, 
Deutsch, Emery, Wm. M., NYC. | Holden, Lou, GAC, NYC. Noble, Ray, Wm. M., NYC. ton. NYC. 
Fe ¢ 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


It cost Joe Galkin, manager of the Tommy Tucker orchestra, $200 to 
release that band from playing the New York Newspaper Guild dance. 
Galkin had signed Tucker to play for the Guild’s annual affair at the Man- 
hattan Center, N. Y., May 16, asking only scale pay for the men in the 
band and no compensation at all for Tucker or the singers with the outfit. 
Tucker was to play opposite Erskine Hawkins. 

However, when it was decided that the Strand theatre, N. Y., 
show with Jimmy Dorsey and ‘Great Lie’ would run only four weeks 
instead of six, Strand began casting around for a band to come in for two 
weeks starting Friday (9) with ‘Wagons Roll at Night.’ Galkin verbally 
agreed to the two weeks for Tucker, then set about adjusting and can- 
celing six or seven one-nighters for which the band was booked. He had 
no trouble until the Guild tripped him up. After several days of bicker- 
ing the union committee accepted $200 to release the band. The Guild 
had originally contracted for the outfit at a price far below the figure 
Tucker normally draws for a Friday night date. Tucker went into the 
Strand Friday (9). ; 








Art Jarret orchestra, which opens at Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, tonight 
(Wed.) includes five musicians and one arranger who were part of Hal 
Kemp’s band. Kemp’s arrangements are the basis of the Jarret group 
and it’s looked upon as more or less the continuation of the Kemp outfit. 

Personnel of the band includes: Porky Dankers, Bruce Milligan, Les 
Cooper, Art Awens, saxes; Randy Brooks, Jim Fitzpatrick, Jack Turner, 
trumpets; Jesse Ralph, Al Sharf, trombones; and Johnny Zellner, Rufus 
Smith, Floyd Sullivan, rhythm. Dankers, Milligan, Brooks, Fitzpatrick 
and Sharf are old Kemp members and Hal Mooney is the arranger. Spud 
Murphy, also working with Jarret, was hired by Kemp two weeks before 
the latter died last December. Smoothies, vocal trio, with Kemp a long 
while, but who left him several months before his death, are also with 
Jarret. 





Precedent of the Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro’s No. 1 casino-nitery, going 
on the nut for clipper fares for Eddy Duchin and his band, is due to the 
maestro’s argument that he would lose a month just in water traveling. 
Rather than compensate him and _ his band for that much loss of time, due 
to the 7,000-mile boat ride, the sino management decided to make it up 
by fast clipper flight transportation. Even Sonny Werblin, MCA v.p., 
gets a free ride, but his wife, the former Leah Ray, who’s making the 
trip also in June, pays her way. Incidentally, most of the boys were 
subject to military call but were given official D.C. okay until their return. 
The D.C. auspices may also work out some sort of quasi-official biessing 
in behalf of Pan-American good-neighbor exploitation. 





Vincent A. Lowney, Sr., «6 administrator of the estate cf Vincent A. 
Lowney, deceased, filed a $25,000 damage suit against Fred Waring, John 
Hamill and Gordon Goodman in the N. Y. Supreme court recently, 
charging that his son was killed in an accident as a result of the defendants’ 
carelessness. All four were in a car driving near Stroudsburg, Pa., when 
the accident occurred. 

Lowney died Oct. 1, 1939, and his father seeks the $25,000 damages for 
the expenses he was put to, as well as the grief suffered. . 





Artie Shaw has taken an interest in the clarinet playing of Jerry Wald, 
young leader whose band recently completed a long stretch at Childs Span- 
ish Gardens, New York. Shaw has given Wald some of the arrangements 
he used with the jump band he bivke up about a year ago and is sending 
to his California home for more. 

Wald group goes into the Mansion, Youngstown, O., May 29 for six weeks 
and an indefinite stand at Buckeye Lake, O., July i2. 





Last week in Varigry it was erroneously reported that the Orrin Tucker 
orch-Bonnie Baker combination was on the stage of the Tower, Kansas 
City, last week. Actually, they were only in the film, ‘You’re the One’ 
(Par), playing the house, with the screen feature accompanied by a vaude 

*bill. House grossed profitable $7,000 on the magnet of the Tucker-Baker 
names. 





Stork Club album which Columbia Records is readying for release is to 
be sold at the Stork Club, New York. Nitery will have a small display 
of the book and in addition it will be hawked from trays of ciggie gals. 

Album, cut by Stork’s Sonny Kendis band, is made up of favorite tunes 
of various columnists who frequent the joint, and is to include personal 
comments of scribblers on why they like the tunes, 





Joe Glaser received $1,000 for the contract of Roy Eldredge, who joined 
Gene Krupa’s band recently as a featured trumpeter. Colored star had 
been leading a band under Glaser’s management. He’s curreatly working 
with Krupa at the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, :oming onto the stand 
only whe: the number played calls for his participation. He gets equal 
billing wich Krupa’s singers. 


PA. ANTI-AMATEUR BILL 
DRAWS PLENTY OF FIRE 


Philadelphia, May 13. 
Bill, sponsored by Local 13, Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, to 
prevent school bands from compet- 








|met with opposition from two pow- 
erful groups. The Pennsylvania 
School Directors’ Association and 
the Pennsylvania Bandmasters’ As- 
sociation both asserted that the bill 
would cramp their style and, would 
mean the end of amateur tootling. 

Preston O. Van Ness, executive 
secretary of the school directors 
group, told a house committee of the 
legislature that several hundred 
communities in the state depend on 
high school bands for patriotic oc- 
casions and holidays. ‘If they are 
deprived of the use of the school 
bands, it doesn’t mean that these 
communities will hire musicians,’ 
said Van Ness. ‘They haven’t the 
money to do so.” 


A. Rex Riccerdi, secretary of Lo- 
cal 13, declared that the bill was 
on the agenda of the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Labor. He cited the 
unfair competition of amateur bands 
from tax supported institutions to 
musicians who depended on music 
for a livelihood. James L. Mc- 
Devitt, president of the Stete Fed- 
eration of Labor, also spoke in favor 
of the bill, which was introduced by 
Representative Adie Rush, former 
president of the Central Labor Union 
of Chester, Pa. 


SAVITT FLAYS 
KRAMER PACT 
FOR DFE 


Jan Savitt, orchestra leader, ap- 
plied to the N. Y. supreme court to- 
day (Wednesday), for permission to 
examine Mr. Maria Kramer, owner 
of the Lincoln and Edison hotels, N. 
Y., before trial, in order to frame 
a complaint against her. Savitt will 
claim fraud and deceit, and seek to 
rescind a managerial contract signed 
by him, which Mrs. Kramer pos- 
sesses. 

Sevitt says he met the defendant 
in February, 1939, when he ac- 
cepted a one-year engagement at the 
Lincoln, and during the year signed 
many papers without reading them 
which were given him by Mrs. Kra- 
mer. After leaving the engagement, 
he next met her in Chicago, when 
she claimed that he hed signed a life- 
time agreement with her, giving her 
a large proportion of his earnings. 
| He denied the charge and in the ac- 
| tion he is seeking to frame through 
ithe examination before trial, will 
|try to find out when and where he 
was supposed to have signed the 
agreement. 











ing with commercial business, hes | 


Vaughn Monroe Booked for N.Y. 





Service ! 





Auburndale, Mass., May 13. 
When a girl breaks the heel off | 
her shoe, she is inconveniemced 
only for a minute at Totem Pole | 
Ballroom. Manager Roy Gill has | 
installed the essential tools of a | 
cobbler. 
There is always at least one 
man in attendance to cope with 
the situation. 


PICKET THREAT 
BY TEAMSTERS 
VS, BANDS 


Efforts of Teamsters’ Union to take 
over movement of musicians’ instru- 
ments in and out of places of em- 
ployment threatens to throw a picket 
line around the New York Strand 
and Paramount theatres and other 
houses using bands. Teamsters fig- 
ure to picket if their demands aren’t 
met by the American Federation of 
Musicians. Handlers also seek to 
put their men behind the wheels of 
the light trucks most bands use to 
transport instruments. 

James C. Petrillo, prez of the 
AFM, listened to the Teamsters’ ar- 
guments, but barred them from a 
meeting Monday (12) between him- 
self and Jack Rosenberg and Wil- 
liam Feinberg, pres. and secretary, 
respectively, of N. Y. Local 802 of 
the AFM. At the meeting Petrillo 
and the local heads decided that the 
Teamsters’ demands were ‘out of 
line.’ Petrillo couldn’t be reached 
yesterday (Tues.) for a statement. 

Most bands use what they term 
‘stooges’ to handle moving of instru- 
ments and driving of trucks, in cases 
where such vehicles are used. In 
almost all instances they are young 
fellows who picked up the positions 
because of a great admiration for 
the band for which they’re working. 
Some are paid partially by leaders 
and additionally in small weekly 
surs from men in the band for 
herding instruments of each. 

Late yesterday (Tuesday) after- 
noon, Petrillo and 802 officials were 
figured to be in meeting with Team- 
sters, but confirmation couldn’t be 
secured, 
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TREMAINE’S VOCALIST 


Janet Allien, telephone switchboard 


| operator at Toots Shor’s Restaurant, | 


N. Y., will become vocalist for new | 
Paul Tremaine band. Still answer- | 





ing calls at the eatery, she joins the | 
band in Buffalo, Saturday (17). 


Commodore: Big Time in Qne Year 


Vaughn Monroe orchestra, which 
as created quite a ripple in the 
band biz during the past six months, 
though it was formed only last fall, 
gets its first job of any importance 
later this year when it goes into the 
Commodore hotel, New York, Oct. 9, 
for at least 10 weeks. Monroe's first 


job outside of his home New Eng- 
land territory is at the Paramount 
theatre, N. Y., starting next Wednes- 
day (21). 


Until John Sweeney, general man- 
ager of the Commodore, made sev- 
eral trips to Boston to hear Monroe 
at the Statler hotel there, it was the 
intention of that hostelry to steer 
clear of name bands in its Century 
Room. Sammy Kaye had become a 
fixture there the last three seasons, 
but after he bowed out last January 
the no-name policy was supposed to 
have set in. Kaye is a Music Corp. 
of America band. Monroe is booked 
by Wm. Morris. 


Morris agency cracked another 
N. Y. spot recently when it set Will 
Bradley’s band to follow Tommy 
Dorsey’s at the Astor hotel. Bradley 
opens mid-July. Dorsey debuts 
May 20 for eight weeks. 


Musicians Sue Philly 
Park Casino for Wages 








Philadelphia, May 13. 

The musicians union has ordered 
its counsel to file suit against the 
Park Casino for $600 in back salaries 
it claims is due to Eddy Sheppard’s 
orch, which recently finished an en- 
gagement at the spot. The union 
claimed that the Casino is now using 
a ‘scab’ band. 

Because the spot is located in Fair- 
mount Park, city-owned property, 
it is immune from picketing. Last 
week the Casino was cited for sell- 
ing liquor on Sundays and its liquor 
license wes ordered suspended for 
20 days. The rap was settled by a 
compromise—the management pay- 
ing $200 at the rate of $10 per day 
of suspension as a fine. 





Loring Expands Band 


Michael Loring, singer-bandleader 
who closed a stand at the Beach- 
comber, N. Y., nitery Saturday (10), 
will eniarge his five piece band to 
12 men and a girl singer and go into 
Luna Park, Coney Island, for the en- 
tire summer. Starts June 5. 

Park will use Loring as main pull 
during the week and bring in name 
bands on weekends. Raymond Scott 
is first outfit set, coming in May 29 
for Decoration Day weekend. Lor- 
ing’s new outfit has been signed to 
MCA. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending May 10, 1941) 
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AGMA Vs. AFM Hearing Set 


Same Justices Who Ruled in ‘Opera on Tour’ Case 
to Examine Pleas—‘Lawful Objective’ Angles 








| 
Injunction suit of the American Court defined a ‘lawful labor objec- 


tener . ‘ | 
Guild of Musical Artists against the | tive’ as one having ‘any reasonable | 


American Federation of Musicians connection with wages, hours of Sm | 
| ployment, health, safety, the right of 


and its president, James C. Petrillo, ‘collective bargaining, or any other | 
will be heard next week by the/| condition of employment or for the. 
| protection from labor abuses.’ Yet 
Court « Aopen a Aey, F a |in his original ultimatum to AGMA 
Hearing is scheduled for Monday | jast August, Petrillo wrote, ‘From | 
(19), but may be delayed for a day | the inception of the AFM, we have 
or two if other cases are to be not interfered with such artists (in- | 
cleaned up in the meantime. After | Strumental soloists), and rightly so, 
submission of briefs, the case will feeling that they were in position to’ 
a |take care of themselves and were 
be argued by opposing counsel. ‘not in competition with members of 
AGMA is seeking to have set aside | the AFM.’ Phrases ‘interfered with,’ 
the decision of the Appellate Di-| ‘take care of themselves’ and ‘not in 
vision, denying a temporary injunc- | competition with members of the 
tion and dismissing the complaint! AFM’ are regarded by AGMA lead- 
against AFM and Petrillo. The New | ers as admission by Petrillo that his 
York Supreme Court had previous- js not a ‘lawful labor objective’ 
ly granted a temporary stay pre-| within the court’s own definition. 


his threat of barring from radio, THORP SELLS 337 OF 
HIS DECCA HOLDINGS 


phonograph recording and similar 

activities any solo instrumentalists 

refusing to resign from AGMA and 

join AFM, Permanent injunction is | 

asked. | 

Appeals Court Justices who will| Washington, May 43. 

hear the AGMA plea are Lehman, | Sale of one-third of the holdings 
Finch, Rippey, Conway, Lewis and_ of Harold I. Thorp, New York direc- 
Loughman. They are the same ones | tor of Decca Records, in $1 per com- 
who presided and reversed the Ap- 
stock of the 





‘Opera on Tour’ Case | 


|} mon was 


Awe ; : ; company 
pellate Division in granting an in- 2 : pany : 
: . : recorded in the summary of security 
junction to Opera on Tour, Inc., : es 

tee ; ’ | transactions of the Securities and 
against the stagehands’ and musi- igre : 
gr a! ere : _.| Exchange Commission, Friday (9). 
cians’ unions, Decision in that case 


According to the S.E.C., Thorp un- 
loaded 100 shares of the stock on 
| March 6, and 200 shares on March 8. 
Retained 600 shares at the end of the 
month. 


will be used by Henry Jaffe, attorney 
for AGMA, in asking for a reversal 
of the Appellate Division’s injunc- 
tion denial and complaint dismissal. 
Argument will be that Petrillo’s| 
threatened action against the AGMA| 
artists is not for a ‘lawful labor ob- 
jective.’ | latest number in the patriotic cycle. 

In the case of Opera on Tour ver-| Written by Claude Reese, Dave Boyd 
sus the stagehands and musicians,| and Fred Patrick, it’s published by 
the majority opinion of the Appeals! Harvest Music. 





‘Hands Across the Border’ is the 


| Johannes 
| WOR and WMCA, Clippered Satur- 
| day (10) en route to That-Town-on- 
| the-Thames 


————— 


UA’s Archibald 


Continued from page 2 


| eign Correspondent’ taking top rat- 
| ing. 

| Archibald pointed out that the 
| areas in which munitions are being 
manufactured give but ‘little play’ to 
| pix because ‘they are much too 
| busy,’ while the sectors into which 
| the evacuees from industrial towns 
| have been moved are marking up 
| heavy attendance records. The UA 
exec said he didn’t know how long 
he would stay east, but indicated 


that he was here to ‘confer and re-| 


j port.’ He expressed the hope that 
he might venture westward to Hol- 
lywood. One of his first stops after 
landing was to journey to New 
| Hampshire to see his son a student 
'at Phillips Exeter Academy. 


Hornblows to Coast 


| Myrna Loy and Arthur Hornblow 
| were scheduled to duet back to the 


| land of pictures and palms on Mon- | 
| day (12) or Tuesday, having made 
| themselves 


reservations for both 


days on TWA’s Stratoliner. 
Predicting convoys within 10 days, 
Steele, news colorer of 


to see what all the 


shooting is about. 

Friday’s (9) chillun saw Edmund 
Lowe off to Lous Angeles on: TWA’s 
bi-daily Stratoliner, which seems to 
be getting ‘the play’ from ‘the peo- 
ple,’ while Jessica Dragonette used 


the same line’s trolley car to get to) 


Pittsburgh for a song engagement. 
La Dragonette was scheduled to re- 
turn hereabouts on Sunday (11), 
also on the route used by the other 
songbirds. 


Back from a West Indian cruise 
aboard the S. S. America, Barbara 
Stanwyck and Robert Taylor hardly 
sat down in Manhattan before they 
were off again for Chicago on TWA’s 
Sky Chief, Chicago bound. Bab’s 
nose still looked the worse for 
sniffles but she said the cold that 
almost ruined her vacation was ‘un- 
der control.’ 


stock. 

The week also saw Nino Martini 
bounce in from L. A. on a United 
Air Liner to be greeted at the run- 
way by a pretty pretty and disappear 


off in the vicinity of Smoketown-on- | 


the-Hudson; and Victor McLaglen 
and John Boles came out of the sky 
together aboarc the TWA strato 


from L. A. to take up stands across | 


the way from each other on Becway 
with personal appearance ballyhoos. 
McLaglen is at the Strand and Boles 
at Loew’s State. 





| . ° ° 
Maxine Sullivan’s Divorce 


Maxine Sullivan was granted an 
interlocutary decree of divorce from 


bandleader John Kirby in New York | 


last week. Separation becomes final 
in three months. 

Action was started last fall while 
Miss Sullivan was on the road sing- 
ing with Kirby’s band. Latter is at 
'Cafe Society, N. Y., currently. 





Her No. 1 hanky-car- | 
rier looked like a draft board’s 1-A | 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. to] AM. 





| Following ie a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
| NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday 


(May 5-11). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. 


Total represents accumulated 
(Dropped 


for some months, persistent trade demand prompted recent resumption of 
the plug breakdown even though ASCAP tunes obviously can’t be logged.]} 


GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
AMODOIS cccccccccvecccs ° pbaeeaseniw daavestes rey 0 35 
SR ee es eee ed hae wes Oooo ke CCE eeesouthern ....., 34 
2) rare rr ae een ere ee eee» Campbell ...... 31 
BP i 2 RRR ere een neem rare Ss eer 30 
SO Ee WE 0 69:60600466 6400500040 0005-008. 06 40000005 -«e»Melody Lane... 29 
G’bye Now...... Ss ahah EOE ree oe — Pee 29 
| Number 10 Lullaby Lane.......... i eal a Sek eek ais ue SED. “canese . & 
Two Hearts That Pass in the Night.............e00. 7 Ul tote OT 
re Re rte ee ten ae ri -»-Schuberts ....,. 26 
Walkin’ by the River. cccccccccccvcccsccsecsccccces CE  Waduoasees 25 
| Wise Old Owl........ Patents ecdxis vAks cae ek Pen A 23 
NE Oe EE NIN 6 nag 05:4 6 00'6.5656s 1) 03 00 0dde ~. . e 20 
pe ee I I os cc eeecuase sve bep eens eens oe ce AMOMGON: .ccsecs 20 
a ee” A re rere eres re -e- 9outhern ..... — 
Be AE COGS TRON TO BO NOW acc sc ccas ceeds ccecctece ta cane es 18 
Oh! Look at Me Now!............ phen ceigatse vases occ MOOREY occcvce 17 
Everything Happens to Me...... ye re ee »». Embassy ..... » 
| FOt Wes GF .O GUS cdcacscccvscs i enivie saa eRe e — ee 16 
There’ll Be Some Changes Made............sssccccees BEOERS fess ces . 6 
NER on eee ree 2 oer 15 
ee ee ee Se Nis nice c o0dbio todo edenssscaberen ere 14 
Cy ee ee et eee er eee Embassy ...... 13 
eee NBII. v5 4.5.0 54 08054 Kooks cease wee SE 925693 5-000 12 
pg Be Rs Er ree eee 12 
Re GN. Bina dae 6a.s08 vice dew sss 0a Cis poe eens . .. Nationwide 12 
LD io bd da 4 REDS TS GAO S Ne daee 44 4604 600s CRes de eeeaS ee 12 
| Ida, Sweet as Apple Cider.......c.ccecsccvsvvcscves yo Pree . 
ee tee I is ind bog y'ass cab.be 040% baweee PU OebeS ENE 65 6 s0-0.08 . 8 
| SOw Beams WS Get tO Music: .....cisecccscssavsveves Vee Se avooces » 10 
Hurry Back to Sorrento....... re ea ey ee ee here 


Southern ...... 














gandize the American public for war. 
Soon after my return to Washington 
'I shall introduce legislation designed 
to insure presentation of both sides 
of every importent public issue by 
the newsreels.’ 


| 





Freeman’s L. A. Admen Talk 
Hollywood, May 13. 


at the film industry, were flung back 
defiantly by Y. Frank Freeman in a 
bristling speech before 350 members 
of the Los Angeles Advertising Club. 
In his three-way capacity as presi- 
dent of the Producers Association, 
chairman of the Production Defense 
Committee and chief of the Motion 
| Picture Society for the Americas, 
Freeman declared ‘we will stand on 
our record.’ 

Defying groups and _ individuals 
who have attacked the _ picture- 
makers for their patriotic zeal, Free- 


Wheeler’s Charges 


Continued from page 3 


Charges of warmongering, aimed | 


man said: ‘To the best of our ability, 


|we are striving to render to our 
| Government the service they have 
| requested of us. If those who criti- 
cize us object to this procedure, let 
them tell the American people what 
they would do. 

‘We have no subsidies in this in- 
dustry for our work. We make no 
profit from training films. For every 
minute of playing time that is taken 
from the screens of America, we lose 
so much playing time for our own 





pictures. We ask no praise for these 
services. We are merely doing what 
every other good American industry 
is doing—supporting this country’s 
efforts for defense.’ 

Luncheon was attended by Army 
and Navy officers as well as repre- 
sentatives from various branches of 
the picture industry. 


Mass. Still Thinks 3% 
Music Tax Is Okay 


Boston, May 13. 

Despite much adverse testimony, 
anyone selling or licensing music 
performing rights in Massachusetts 
will be taxed 3% of the gross re- 
ceipts and copies of contracts will 
be open to public inspection under 
the terms of a substitute bill sub- 
mitted by the constitutional law 
committee after several anti-ASCAP 
bills had been brought before it. If 
finally passed, bill will affect the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers as well 
Broadcast Music, Inc., and others. 

Contracts between these perform- 
ing rights organizations and radio 
stations, night clubs, ballrooms, ho- 
tels, etc., will have to be filed with- 
in 14 days of their signing with 
the state secretary. 

The 3% tax will be payable to the 
commissioner of corporations on or 
before May 15 each year for the 
preceding calendar year. The com- 
missioner is given power to make 
any rules or regulations he deems 
necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this act. 
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ASCAP-MBS at a Glance 


St. Louis, May 13. 
Here is the radio-music situation, in a nutshell, as it currently 
shapes up befween ASCAP and Mutual Broadcasting System: 


CONTRACT TERMS 

Mutual, as a network, has voted to sign with ASCAP until Dee. 31, 
1949, for the use of the latter’s music. Up to the end of 1944, the web 
will pay the licensing society 3% on its commercial biz (less agency 
and other deductions). After 1944, the payment will be 344%. Mutual 
further has agreed to assume certain sustaining obligations due ASCAP 
from stations which do not take out individual ASCAP licenses. Full 
details of this contract appeared in Variery last week (May 7 issue). 


ONE-MAN SALES CAMPAIGN 


Although the foregoing leal had been in the works for several 
weeks, Mutual’s affiliated stations for a time had stalled ratification. 
A week ago only 36% of the stations had voted, and it was feared that 
hard sledding might be encountered. However, Fred Weber, Mutual’s 
charge d’affaires, put the heat on from St. Louis. By persistent wiring 
and phoning he convinced the affiliates that Mutual would steal a 
march on the other webs by signing and that a refusal would mean 
‘playing stooge’ to NBC-CBS strategy. Currently over 100 affiliates 
have ratified the contract. 


INDIVIDUAL STATION LICENSES 


ASCAP has tendered Mutual affiliates a single-station license based 
on either of two plans: blanket payments; or per-program fees. The 
blanket deal in the main follows the actual network license, while the 
per-program system calls for 10% of net receipts from musical shows, 
3% from programs using themes and bridges, and 144% on programs 
using incidental music only (see Variety, May 7). Currently the af- 
filiates are mulling these plans. There is no way of telling how many 
will sign. But John G. Paine, ASCAP’s general manager, reports that 
inquiries are numerous. 


STATUS OF NBC-CBS 


National and Columbia are still adamant about an ASCAP contract 
on the grounds that no deal proposed thus far is feasible. Both Paine 
and E. C. Mills feel that there’s no use trying to ram anything through 
here in St. Louis, and will leave for New York tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). This leave-taking is—perhaps more than anything else—a sure 
sign that NBC and CBS are miles from the dotted line. 


RESUMPTION OF ASCAP MUSIC 
ASCAP music, in abbreviated quantities, starts on Mutual tonight 
(Tuesday). Paine and Mills are partaking in a celebration festival 
staged at the Chase hotel tonight by KWK, the Mutual affiliate in St. 
Louis. Next week ASCAP ditties will unravel on the Mutual web in 
high gear, with a ‘special ASCAP program’ from WOR, N. Y., next 
Sunday (18). 


Nat’ Music Week 
Concludes Most 
Ambitious Series 


National Music Week concluded 
its 18th annual year Sunday (11), | 
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All Over Again 





Now that the beginning of the 
end is in the offing for the 
ASCAPites, with the Mutual 
Broadcasting System accord and 
a hoped-for ditto with NBC and 
CBS, the Tin Pan Alleyites are 
again doing wishful thinking 
about ‘reforms’ within ASCAP. 

The songwriters, particularly, 
are concerned with re-classifica- 
tion, and sundry ‘plans’ have 
been masterminded in Lindy’s 
and similar songsmith haunts on 
how to work out a panacea for 








with the widest attention and effort all squawks. An Edgar Leslie 
being devoted to put it over than plan that supposedly will com- 
ever before. NBC has observed| pensate the hit-writing new- 


comer and yet ‘take care of’ the 
‘written-out’ veteran, who has a 
valuable backlog of copyrights, 
seems well regarded, There are 
others. 


BMI Signs Oscar Straus 


Oscar Straus, composer of ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ and numerous other 
operettas, signed a contract with 
| Broadcast Music, Inc., by which BMI 


week for the past decade with spe- | 
cial programs of American music, 
and this year presented its most am- 
bitious series with an eye toward | 
Latin America. 

Works presented over NBC this 
week included the Radio City Music | 
Hall Festival of Latin American Mu- | 
sic, with a radio premiere of the 
‘Brazilian Fantasy’ by Mignone, the | 
first performance of ‘Three Spanish 
Dances’ by Pedro Sanjuan, as a 
salute to Cuba, works from the Ar- 
gentine, and the radio premiere of 
‘Two Preludes for Orchestra’ by Gal- 
indo as a tribute to Mexico. The 
NBC summer symphony played the 
first performance in the U. S. of 
‘Congada’ by Mignone, and Frank | 
Black played the ‘Russian Sailors 
Dance’ by Gliere from the compos- 
er’s ‘Red Poppy’ ballet on Satur- 
day (10), having introduced the 
work to America in 1934. 


Latest Chapter Of 


Barroll vs. Trammell’ 


St. Louis, May 13. 
Continuing the telegraphic ex- | 
change of jibes with NBC prexy | 
Niles Trammell, 
WFBR, Baltimore, on Monday (12) 
sent the following wire:— 
‘Niles Trammell, President NBC, 
c/o Neville Miller, President BMI 
Bridal Suite, Jefferson Hotel, 
St. Louis. 
How are you doing from an 
untrammelled network? 


(Signed) Hope Barroll. 











lished works. BMI immediately gets 
exclusive right to license his operet- 
tas in their dramatic form, and the 


numbers after expiration of Straus’ 
membership in SACEM, the French | 
performing rights society. 

Straus escaped from Vienna to} 
France after the Nazi occupation in 
1938 and came to this country in De- 
cember, 1940. 

He is scheduled to conduct a re- 
vival of ‘The Chocolate Soldier’ star- | 
ring John Charles Thomas, opening 
in Los Angeles June 2. 


Lay Off, MacWeber! 


St. Louis, May 13. 

Sidney M. Kaye, vice-president 
and counsel for Broadcast Music, 
Hope Barroll of Inc., appealed to Fred Weber, gen- 
eral manager of Mutual, at the Na- 
\tional Association of Broadcasters 
| convention here this morning (Tues- | 
'day) to refrain from attack on BMI. ! 

Mutual spokesman replied that 
| Mutual as a network had never sub- 
| scribed to BMI and that, having just | 
signed with ASCAP again, that was 
Mutual’s and his (Weber’s) only 
concern. 














acquires an option on his unpub- | 


exclusive right to license separate | 


DON'T LIKE DEAL 
MBS AGREED TO: 


National Ass’n of Broadcast- 
ers Convening in St. Louis 
—Paine, Mills Leaving 
Convention Because of 


Stymie on ASLAP Situa- 


tion 





MUTUAL’S COUP 





By BEN BODEO 


St. Louis, May 13. 

The curtain rose today (Tuesday) 
on the convention of the 
Association of Broadcasters at the 
New Jefferson hotel. 
found themselves 
most acute impasse on the ASCAP 
Situation that has been theirs since 
they elected last spring to break 
with the Society and underwrite 


zation. These two networks had, in 
a joint statement issued to the press 
Sunday (11) announced that terms 
of the contract which ASCAP had 
closed with Mutual were ‘unsatisfac- 
tory’ and could not serve as the basis 
of negotiation. And on Monday 
John G, Paine, ASCAP general man- 
ager, declared that his organiza- 
tion will not under any circum- 
stances grant any better rates or 
conditions to NBC or Columbia. It 
was expected that the two largest 
networks would at least be rectp- 
tive to overtures. 

By signaturing the 


deal with 


assembled broadcasters with staging 


vention, which had already been ex- 
pected to be replete with dramatic 
incident. 

Reaction Mixed 


Reaction in delegate quarters was 


While NBC and CBS were girding 
themselves for an assault on the 
MBS-ASCAP contract at the N.A.B. 


session dealing with the music 
situation tomorrow (Wednesday), 
Mutual moved to obtain from 


ASCAP a letter relating that at no 
time during the discussions between 





ASCAP end NBC and Columbia 
did the latter express interest in 
working out an agreement also. On 
|non-network programs, in case Mu- 
| tual-ASCAP contract covers both 
|!network and local business, Mutual 
| ratification was a coup in the full 
sense of the word. 

At the meeting of Mutual ef- 
filiates Saturday (10) afternoon 
sentiment was deadlocked and _ it 


| looked as though the strategy of Mu- 
| tual heads to sign with ASCAP be- 
fore the opening of the convention 
was doomed to defeat. Throughout 
Saturdey night and early Sunday 
morning the telephone lines were 
kept burning with appeals by these 
heads to affiliates scattered through- 
out the country. Mutual directors 
and stockholders were summoned 
suddenly to the meeting Sunday aft- 
|ernoon and Alfred J. McCosker, 
MBS board chairman, announced 
that the necessary majority for rati- 
fication has been obtained. -Vote 
| was given as 86 affiliates for and 40 
| affiliates against. 
| Lewis Allen Weiss, Coast broad- 
casting official and MBS _ board 
| member, then made a motion that 
| the ASCAP plan for tl network be 
| put into immediate effect, and he 
| was seconded by H. K. Carpenter, 
| of WHK, Cleveland. 

With that John Shepard, III, who 
as a stockholder had opposed ac- 
ceptance of the deal, declared he was 
changing his vote from ‘no’ to ‘yes.’ 
Hulbert Taft, Jr., who had joined 
Shepard in issuing a minority report 








on the MBS-ASCAP plan, likewise 
reversed himself. This meeting 
lasted but ga half-hour, while the 


| previous day’s sessions ran five-and- 
a-half hours. 
Some Affiliates Burn 

Mutual officials admitted that 
several affiliates had been so burned 
lup at ratification that they were 
| threateni ng to resign from the net- 
work, but the only two they would 


NBC-CBS-ASCAP IMPASSE 











National | 


NBC and CBS | 
faced with the 


their own music publishing organi- | 


BMI DIRECTORS 





ASCAP, Mutual was credited by the | 


a reverberating prolog to the con- | 


| tion. 


mixed amezement and cohsternation. | 


‘ASCAP Directors Approve By-Laws 


As Required By Gov t Consent Decree 





ASCAP-MBS Tee Off 





Special broadcast’ which 
Mutual will put on Sunday (18) 
night to celebrate the resumption 
of ASCAP music will be split 
between New York and Holly- 
wood. New York will take the 
first half-hour from 10:30 to 11, 
and the balance will come from 
the Coast, with the ASCAP 
Hollywood contingent and Don 
Lee furnishing the celebrities. 

ASCAP music officially made 
its return to Mutual late last 
night (Tuesday) via remote 
bands, and a restricted arrange- 
ment will prevail until the Sun- 
day celebration program, which 
will be tagged ‘Salute to Mutual 
from ASCAP.’ With the opening 
of Mutual business Monday (19) 
morning, ASCAP music will be 
available to all commercial and 
sustaining programs. 








TO REVISE 
FEES 


St. Louis, May 13. 

Board of directors of Broadcast 
Music was still trying to decide to- 
day (Tuesday) just how much of a 
reduction in rate will be granted its 
subscribers. New rates will be an- 
nounced during tomorrow’s (Wed- 
nesday) session of the NAB conven- 
It was reported that revised 
rates as far as networks are con- 
cerned will permit continuance of 
the ‘Twilight’ zone in royalty pay- 
ments, 








| Schirmer, 





In other words the fee would | 


be based on the share received by | 


an affiliate and not what the net- 
work collected from the advertiser. 

It’s reported that under the forth- 
coming BMI plan, networks will pay 
one-half percent on hookup business, 
while stations will pay up to one 


and three-quarters percent on their | 


biz via a graduated scale. Also re-| 
ported that stations favoring the 
per-program plan will be asked to 
pay five percent on commercial 


business, plus a one percent cover- 
age on sustaining service. 

Mutual’s contract with ASCAP 
under the per-program plan calls 
for 10%, plus one percent, but with 
a ceiling on the amount of sustain- 
ing payments. 


cite as having given such expres- 
sion were Steve Cisler, of WGRC, 
Louisville, and Tilford Jones, of 
KXYZ, Houston, Texas. For its 
part, MBS was so ‘burned’ at N.A.B. 
that it, too, talked ‘resigning.’ 

In a joint statement issued after 
the ratification meeting, McCosker 
and W. E. Macfarlane, Mutual prez, 
stated, ‘Naturally we are grateful at 
the result, but more important than 
our setisfaction will be what we be- 
lieve great rejoicing by radio listen- 
ers everywhere by signing talent, 
orchestras and advertisers. The mu- 
sic war has ended, and thus Mu- 
tual led the way toward breaking 
the log jam of music for the benefit 
of the American people. The op- 
position was well organized, but 
reached its peak early in the de- 
liberations. However, through the 
day continued voting by wire and 
phone brought about a majority vote 
for the restoration of ASCAP mu- 
sic.’ 

Paine declared Monday that it was 
apparent he and E. C. Mills, chair- 
man of the ASCAP edministrative 
committee, who arrived in St. Louis 
Friday, had no further reason for 
remaining here as far as NBC and 
Columbia were concerned. As soon 
as they have cleared up legal de- 
tails of the contracts with two Mu- 
tual regionel affiliates, the Don Lee 
and Yankee networks, they would 
leave for New York. 


Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers gave its final ap- 
proval last Friday (9) to the amend- 
ments to the organization’s by-laws 
as required under the terms of the 
government consent decree. A gen- 
eral meeting of the membership will 
be held within the next two weeks 


to ratify these amendments. The 
decree itself becomes _ effective 
June 5, 


Under the revised by-laws at least 
two new members must be elected 
to the board annually, the entry of 
new members is eased and mem- 
bers are extended the right to deal 
directly with users, even though the 
Society will continue to collect all 
fees and have the authority to ap- 
prove all licenses. When the board 
elections are held later on there will 
be six writer and six publisher va- 
cancies to be filled. The publishers 
whose terms expire are Gustav 
George Fischer, Walter 
Fischer, Jack Bregman, Jack Robbins 
and Will Von Tilzer. The exiting 
writer contingent from the board are 
Raymond Hubbell, George W. Meyer, 
Edgar Leslie, Irving Caesar, Fred 
Ahlert and Jerome Kern. 

Leslie has submitted a new sys- 
tem for writer classification which 
would grant much greater weight to 
the number of performances -ccum- 
ulated by a member. Leslie’s nethod 
would remove the designation of 
classifications from the authority of 
a classification committee and make 


the determination of a _ writer's 
share practically automatic. So as 
to avoid too great a slash imme- 


diately in the present ASCAP in- 
come of writers Leslie would for 
the next year have ASCAP pay off 
on the following basis: the base for 
all shares would be a half of what 
each writer received for the parallel 
quarters of 1940-41 and the remain- 
der of the distribution would be 
measured by the number of pere- 
formances credited to each member, 





Settlement Near In 
Col Recording Strike; 
Seniority at Issue 


Hollywood, 

The month-old strike 
bia Recording Corp. 
a settlement this week as company 
executives reopened negotiations 
with the United Electrical Radio & 
Machine Workers Union. The offer 
of company executives to make cer- 
tain concessions with reference to 
seniority rights of striking employes 
led to the belief that the two groups 
might get together on a new con- 
tract that would permit reopening of 
the plant in time to handle May and 
June release of Columbia record- 
ings. 

Attorney Homer Mitchell and gen- 
eral manager Paul Crowley restated 
the position of the company favor- 
ing departmental seniority instead 
of plant-wide seniority, but offered 
concessions with reference to lay- 
offs. The union argued for plant- 
wide seniority, insisting that was 
the only way in which the rights of 
the workers could be protected. 

Negotiations for the union are be- 
ing handled by William Elconin, in- 
ternational representative for the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
and a committee composed of Rob- 
ert Kennedy, Ray Williford, Mat 


May 13. 


at Colum- 
moved nearer 


Vidaver and Robert Green. A 
committee composed o. H. C. Par- 
ker, Paul Jones, Paul Husbands, 


George Smith and Tony Blake are 
sitting in as observers for the rank 
and file membership. 

In addition to seniority demands, 
the union is asking that the mini- 
mum wage ceiling be tilted from 
55c. per hour to 75c. It has been 
indicated, however, that the wage 
demand can be compromised if the 
two get’together on other provisions 
of the proposed contract. The work- 
ers offered to accept 65e per hour, 
but the company refpsed to go 
above its offer of 1.7¢c per hour in- 


| crease, 
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Nitery Followup 


weerrsererre. 


Sirippers in a class nitery like 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo is about the 
wackiest thing yet, but it’s been an 
idea that Felix Ferry long nursed 
and his jud*ment, for boxoffice, 
seems more than borne out by the 
sock biz the chi-chi bistro has been 
doing. Fronted by clever monologist 
John Buckmaster, who has been 
gven cxcellent wordage by John 
Latouche to Vernon Duke’s music, 
out come Jessica Rogers, Noel Car- 
ter and Annette Arden who put a 
TeSylva touch into their Minskyisms. 
Buckmaster, of course, is now a 
pretty well seasoned mimic, and his 
suave manner of ‘presenting’ the g- 
string satellites adds much to the 
sum total. That goes also for Ted 
Sitrae‘er’s expert vocal-maestro work, 
this bandman doing a competently 
s-100th job with his class style of 
syncopation. Couvert policy is off 
for the summer; $3 and $3.50 mini- 
mum check instead, and the joint’s 
jumping. 





Monte Proser’s Copacabana has a 
deft little show headed by Yvette 
and Tito Carol, but a minor feature, 
Mara, a cute song-dance specialist, 
is the real standout. She’s a reputed 
X-vier Cugat discovery, a neat Latin 
trick whe blends well into the sum 
total proceedings but who, para- 
doxicaliy, almost walks away with 
the show. And this strictly on per- 
sonality. Yvette, cute Frenchy 
blonde from Brooklyn, per usual 
does her ballads with eclat; and Tito 
Coral, Mexican tenor, is the roman- 
tic vis-a-vis. Carla and Fernando’s 
fismenco dance doubles; Della Nor- 
ella, prima; the Samba Sirens, un- 
doubtedly the town’s top lookers, six 
beauts doubling from the current 
Bioadway musicals; Frank Marti’s 
Latin band; and Nat Brandwynne’s 
tiptop terp giver-outers, round out a 
strong floor show which Marjery 
Fielding staged. Highlight of the 
musical flash is ‘Aurora,’ this year’s 
carnival song hit from Rio, a gay 
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| | May 23. 


Montparnasse, N.Y. Cafe, 
| Files Under Chandler Act 


The Madison Catering Corp., Inc., 
operators of the Montparnasse res- 
taurant and cabaret at 50 East 79th 
street, N. Y., filed a petition for re- 
organization under the Chandler act 
on Saturday (10), listing $11,458 in 
liabilities and $21,550 in assets. 
plan of reorganization accompanying 


TOPPFFFOFF OFF O OG | 


and sprightly tune that’s sure to 
catch on. Speaking of hemispheric 
sclidarity-—as who isn’t these days? 
—a good catchy tune or a Carmen, 
Miranda can do more for good- 
neighborliness than host of cul-| 


a 
‘ 





tural ambassadors. This is where! itors 100%, at the rate of 3% a 
Proser came in. | month. 
| Among liabilities are $2,125 in 


Havana-Madrid’s ‘Flamenco Fol- 
lies,’ produced by the veteran Del 
Castillo, is a brisk floor show of its 
kind, featuring Rosita Ortega on the 
hoof with Cesar Tapia and Senor 
Del Castillo, the show stager, also 
in the lineup. There are eight gals! 
plus song comedienne Las Ade- 
litas with Mexican airs; Senor Vil- 
larino on his guitar; and stand-out 
bits by the femme octet. Chiefly 
the production flash counts. It’s a 
neatly costumed show and embraces 
the gamut of Malaga to Cubana-| 
style song-and-dance. 


taxes and wages, and $155 owed 
ASCAP. Assets include food, liquor, 
fixtures and equipment. The caba- 
ret employs 35 persons, 
monthly payroll of $1,100. 


MUSIC HALL T0 
REPEAT TAB 
OPERAS 








Florence and Alvarez are click 
dancers at the Hotel St. Moritz in 
the new grillroom show. Julio Al- 
varez has a new ‘Florence,’ a per- 
sonable blonde, and they do their 
whirls and his difficult partner-aloft 
terps in assured cnd — 7 
ner. Their tango opener, “The Way | : . - ’ 

You Look Tonizht, and his difficult | Radio City Music —_ — 
holds and deft handling of his part- Stage show, streamlined one mut 
ner bespeak professional ease and version of Puccini's ‘Madame But- 
seasoning. Ford Harrison (Band terfly,’ sees many patrons sitting 
Reviews) is also new but otherwise. through two presentations. As a 
Johnny Howard is a holdover and) result, the Hall is planning other 
very worthwhile as a show-pacer. | operas which will be ‘Boheme,’ ‘Car- 
He’s a fast-coming conferencier with men’ and ‘The Bartered Bride.’ 

a glib style, A gee omerenes, a; The management was a bit wary 
neat manner of intime performance | ; 

(as evidenced in the difficult ‘dance- | °V¢t the weekends when a younger 
with-me’ routine, wherein a cus-|Crowd patronizes the house, but 
tomer-femme assists), devastating} careful study of all audiences in- 
‘imitations’ such as Richman, Clem dicated rapt attention to the pro- 
McCarthy and Carmen Lombardo, ceedings on the stage. 


plus some effective whistling. Lola | 
and Ramon plug the waits with! 
TA Saves Actor From 
Potters Field Burial 


troudabour doubles in Latinesque 
Chicago, May 13. 


motif. Featured with Harrison’s 
band is Sally Jo Nelson, who also) 

Theatre Authority here intervened 

to prevent the burial of the late 


opens with a_ specialty, selling) 
‘You're the One’ and ‘It All Comes| 
St. L. Nitery Op Beats 
F k J i Pott Field plot 
Attack Rap; Re-Arrested: in ‘Minneapotis: “Jerome, who was 


Back’ in OK manner. Abel. 
with the ‘Hellzapoppin’ company, died 
: | in Minneapolis and lay for four days 
St. Louis, May 13. |in the Hennepin County Morgue, 
Christ Kalaidge, part owner and: with none of the managers or owners 
manager of the shuttered Golden) of the ‘Hellzapoppin’ show making 
Dragon Club, downtown nitery, beat! any move to see to it that Jerome ob- 
a criminal assault rap preferred by al tained a proper burial. 
15-year-old waitress-entertainer last} TA cooperated with William Sears, 
| week, but was immediately jugged | manager of the Metropolitan in Min- 
,on a charge of subordination of per-| neapolis, to. bring his body to Chi- 
|jury. The prosecuting witness, be-| cago for burial. 
fore a jury in circuit court, repu-| 
| diated her original statements that’ 


|Kalaidge was the man who had at- N, Y. Beachcomber Goes 


, tacked her in the club last August. | S 

Questioned by an Assistant Prose-| Girl Show; Amaya Leaves 

cuting Attorney in charge of the! D’Antonio st doubli 

‘trial, the girl’s mother testified that! , oe Hottie ieee ane 
| Kalaidge ce erg se her ‘to = vig Beachcomber, N. Y., tomorrow 
| On him and that he and members o (Thursday), succeeding Carmen 
‘his family had given her $20 and Amaya 
| bought clothes for the girl. The) yonte  Proser’s nitery, with 
| mother also was arrested. She and Amaya’s farewell, goes into a girl 
| Kalaidge furnished bonds awaiting show policy including a line of six, 


the action of the new grand jury. \Toy and Wing, Rica Martine 
| | a “* 


| | Chavez’s rhumba and Lester Lanin’s 
_Cheskin’s at Statler hotel, Buffalo, | stages Proser’s Copacabana shows 
is putting on the new Beachcomber 
| frolic. 
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New Act in Nitery 











THE ASHBURNS (2) 
Dancing 
10 Mins. 
Rainbow Griil, N. Y. 
The Ashburns (Harris and Vir- 
ginia) are a personable and com- 
| petent dance pair, succeeding Don 
| Julian and Marjori as featured terp- 
ers and also in charge of what is now 
a Rainbow Grill institution, ‘the 
champagne hour.’ This is the cus- 
tomer participation session between 
| 9:30-10:30 p.m., when the band is 
| resting, and the dancers plug the 
wait wherein the patrons compete in 
waltz, polka, tango, conga, etc., for 
prizes of champagne and a guest 
dinner check. 





BUILDING ANNEX ‘ 
dox dinner and supper revues, The 
Ashburns, who hail from the Coast 
and have long been in Chicago, do a 
neat Latinesque opener; a fast fox 
to ‘Alabammy Bound’---‘Robert E. 
Lee;’ and ‘Song of the Islands’ for 
the closer. They’re a personable pair 
fetching on the dance floor and com 


ology. They fit well into the informal 

Rockefeller nitery and are a cinch 

for anybody’s cafe or hotel ar a 
Abel. 





Ray Lynn, formerly with Dean 
Hudson and Tommy Dorsey, joined 
Woody Herman band, replacing 
trumpeter Johnny Owens. 
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the petition offers to pay all cred- | 


with a/| 


On their own, as part of the ortho-| 


petent in their style of ballroom-| 
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As a new weekly feature, Variety this week starts reprinting reviews of 
Palace vaudeville bills of 20 years ago. Those were the ‘good ole days’ for 
the vaudevillian when ‘playing the Palace’ was the culmination of every 
act’s professional ambitions. By a coincidence, this review of the Palace 
Bill of May 13, 1921, by Jack Lait indicates that the crack Chicago news- 
paperman came to New York for permanent residence exactly a score of 
years ago to continue his Hearst newspaper duties from the east and also 
| as a Variety staff man. (He has since been forced to relinquish his regular 
chores for this paper due to pressure attendant to editing the N. Y. Mirror.) 





| 
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| PALACE, N. Y. 


| Speaking as a veteran New Yorker of atmost nine hours’ residence, your 

not so humble servant, the undersigned, can find little to rap this week 
| at vaudeville’s capital except the Jength of the acts. If a few of the per- 
formers. who get the string-it-out fever when they hit the Palace had to 
stand back of the main floor seats with the Monday night clockers, touts, 
railbirds and the rest of the talent they’d get to it, do it and beat it. And 
this after two of the most famous time-eaters in the game were slashed 
hard by the management—Herschel Henlere and J. Rosamond Johnson. 
Johnson was trimmed down to 12 minutes, Henlere to 19, working minus 
Mrs. Henlere entirely and sloughing the bit in the pit. 

The Santos and Hayes revue was sentenced to close. It proved strong 
enough to hold in the visitors, but it was a cruel test for an act that is 
episodic in its construction. At the end of each scene a walkout might 
have been precipitated by any thoughtless or heartless few, and there 
would have been a stampede, according to the well-established vaudeville 
rule of last come first left flat. That the crowd remained in as a body 
until 11:17 was a fine tribute both to the holding propensities of the act 
and the courtesy of the palpably friendly and effusive audience. At the 
matinee it rang down at 5:45. 

Henlere is not to be blamed. He chopped his entire opening, eliminating 
the feminine element from his turn making it bald single (very hard to 
do with Henlere’s artistic hair), and passing up tried and certain comedy, 
He did 28 minutes at the matinee. His viewpoint is neither remote nor 
, culpable. When a man has worked up in a few years from No. 2 on 
Association time to next-to-closing at the Palace it is a bit vexing to have 
to eliminate major portions of his routine in the high spot of the national 
map in his profession. As it was he stopped the show working entirely 
‘at the piano. He made a very kind little speech, recommending the clos- 
ing act, and retired when he could easily have encored. 
| Johnson’s act went well enough in the deuce spot, though it has chiseled 
| down to about half its western ingredients. It was a better act from a 
standpoint of solid value than when his troupe and their leader stall and 
| jockey and demean themselves for recalls and handclaps. It went roar- 
, ingly and there was plenty of it. 
| Tempest and Sunshine with a six-scene production that looked like a 
conglomerate collection of scenes from a light opera with a series of songs 
strung around to fit the succession of s@ttings played third and ran swiftly 
| and handily if not rousingly. Miss Sunshine looked and danced like wind- 
| blown, black-eyed-susan. Young as ever, delightfully feminine. Tempest 
/Wwas seen in boys’ and young fellows’, playing leading man to her 

dashing sister. The final scene was sweet—a wedding set with a rural 
| church drop two-thirds across stage and a blue scrim over the rest, lighted 
from upstage. It took three neat curtains. 

Gordon and Ford got laughs, most of them seemingly on nothing. Gordon 
reminds of Willie Howard in physique and technique, though at one time 
broadly imitating. Miss Ford has a diva voice, which she uses for straight 
to the laughs and for honest vocalics. Held up and kept the sitters amused; 
four bows. 

Hyams and McIntyre opened the second half. This was one of the long 
babies. ‘Mayblooms’ is an infinitely stronger comedy vehicle than it was 

| when it was young, but good-sized chunks could be torn out of it without 
| harming anyone and for the betterment of Hyams and McIntyre and the 
cause. If a few performers could hear some of the comment in front 
|at times they’d be surprised. The ‘victory’ of stringing out material is 
| hollow. The soul of vaudeville is speed; the heart of vaudeville is va- 
| riety; the body of vaudeville is brevity. 
| Ella Retford of the ’alls carried home the individual honors of the bill. 
Closing intermission the fair British girl took the eye and the heart of the 
audience on entrance. Miss Retford is a girl of wholesome lines and tooth- 
some vision. She is not too English to be entirely appreciated by Harlem- 
| ites and visiting buyers, yet she has the spice which is the main asset of 
| the Alice Lloyd style of English music hall artistes. 
Starting with a couple of Londonesque ditties that suffered a jot be- 
, cause of the custom of two-and-two where an American performer would 
| do one and three with catchlines, Miss Retford made exit to strong ap- 
plause. She made a rapid change in view to show Marilyn Miller in 
‘Sally,’ which she did fairly, failing as a dancer in a perfect imitation of 
one of the greatest. She then essayed Laurette Taylor, which perished 
pretty, for in voice Miss Retford lacks any similarity to the familiar cre- 
ator of ‘Peg.’ But next she visualized and vocalized Belle Baker singing 
‘It’s All Over,’ and this was a triumph and a hand-made riot. The imi- 
tation was superb. Belle herself would have gone wild over it. It sent 
the stranger off happy and ‘in’ by a mile. 

The Santos-Hayes revue seemingly feeling the handicap of its position, 
| tore in with that snap and vim which characterizes the Moore & Megley 
| system of presenting multi-people acts. By the time the stars entered, 
the support had it warmed up nicely, and the comedy come-on wowed it 
with a bang and clinched the hit. One of the comedians interpolated a line 
or two that had not been heard in the earlier showings of the turn—but 
had been heard in other turns, notably one lifted from Val and Ernie 
| Stanton. This is all wrong, as it hurts this beautiful and exclusive act, 
hurts the performer and hurts the rightful owners of the lines. Other- 
| wise this now established miniature evening’s entertainment (50 minutes 
long) was flawless vaudeville. 

The Briants opened: The clowning and tumbles got many a laugh and 
not until the closing were any human forms revealed. Very strong opener. 

Ben R. Roberts took his place Monday as the new leader of the new 
Palace orchestra. The change was electric. With probably the lone ex- 
ception of the wonder orchestra at the Palace, Chicago, Roberts’ organiza- 

, tion has no competition in an American vaudeville pit. The orchestra 
problem at this stellar stand has been long and consistently in controversy 
and discussion. On Monday’s showing it seems settled. Lait. 
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lost five molars and is charging a 
By Happy Benway 


fee for a look at his new bridge 
work. 

James Wildenthaldor, came in 
from Ohio to see his son, Junior, a 
Will Rogersite who is doing well. 

Grace Moore’s concert here is a 


| 





| Saranac Lake, May 13. 
Irving Karo, former top tenor with 
the Seven Honey Boys, now trying 


a comeback at the Vets hospital, sellout. Will be held at the Pontiac 
Dayton. Would like to hear from theatre, proceeds to the Saranac 
| friends. Lake Craft & Art Guild. 


Sudworth Frazer, ex-prince of the 
old ‘Student Prince’ company, stopped 
off to mitt the gang and hello Jirnmy 
Marshall, 

Jack Frazer, of that old rathskeller 
trio, Weber, Beck and Frazer, will 
spend his coming vacash in this 
Colony. He is now a house dick at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 


Write to those whe are ill. 


Harry Martin tops the Will Rogers 
at gaining weight, 11 pounds in as 
many days—and clicked a couple of 
ops. 

Jerry Sager, a product of Metro’s 
publicity department, a newcomer 
here, ranks aces in trying to make 
things worthwhile for the very sick. 

Woody Herman’s gang of tooters 
should now see Joe Bishop, who 
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RISE IN VAUDE ACT DEARTH 


25 Elected to AGVA National Board, | NEW TALENT, Bill Brandt Would Switch 2N. Y 


| 20 More Will Be Named; Radical’ parT ps suis  Vauders to Straight Pix Unless 
Group Ehminated From Exec Posts Unions, Name Bands ‘Cooperate’ 


» 
Results of the recent election of a| though the Cleveland local, despite | 
new national board for the Ameri- | the fact that the election notice was 
can Guild of Variety Artists were | posted sufficiently in advance, was 
determined and made official Mon-| so delinquent as to fail to.even call 
day (12) by a special committee | a membership meeting for the pur- 
from the Associated Actors and | pose of naming nominees. 
Artistes of America. Of a constitu-| Most important feature of the elec- 
tional board complement of 45, 25 | tion was that it wiped out virtually 
were elected ee — a0 | all remaining traces of the radical 
additional two will be named by the | faction in official posts with AGVA. . " , York for a comedienne to headline | went int ir us : : 
Cleveland local, which will hold a} The so-called radical and pro-Hoyt Lack of break-in vaude time, 80! the new show opening here May 26, palates, Sound tf ee ce 
special election for national board | Haddock group managed to get five |Old problem, has evidently come when Cynda Glenn debuts. Sophie thal, with ‘Little Foxes’ as the first 


representatives, while the 18 empty | nominations on the slate from N. Y., home to roost with a vengeance. The | Tucker is incumbent. | Show. 
Miss Glenn, featured in the Coast | Brandt claims that the bands must 


chairs will be filled by those elected | but all of them were counted out, a ' stage show season just ending indi- | 
cates that there’s virtually no new | ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ and with ‘Folies jn the future take into consideration 


at the national board’s ~— — couple getting ridiculously email | 

the first or second week in June. number of votes. Those thus de- : Bergeres’ at the San Francisco Expo-.| the financial si i 
| , 3e) -| situation of both thea- 
acts now coming into the business, | sition last year, is a local fave. She’s | tres, neither of which, he states, pond 





2 8 me. we ene me eee 











Only Developing Ground 
Left is Niteries, But Differ- 
ent Types of Work Re- Frisco Bal Tabarin’s 
quired for Floor and Stage 
Time Create Problem 











William Brandt, who operates the 
| Flatbush, Brooklyn, and 
' Windsor, Bronx, among a flock of 
6 Wks. for Cynda Glenn straight picture houses, threatens to 
 straigl both those theatres to 
straight films next fall unless the 
San Francisco, May 13. | pouses are given more ‘cooperation’ 


Tom Gerun and his partners at) by the unions and name bands. Both 
Bal Tabarin are sending to New theatres, incidentally, last week 








GOTTA RE-PLAY ’EM 











The new board's first meeting, in- | feated were 'Peter Wells, formerly 
cidentally, will also select national | N, Y. local president; Elton Rich, | and, with the draft taking more and | set for vaude dates at the Golden | 
officers for the coming year, plus| Robert ‘Duke’ Leonard, Willie! more young men, the shortage will | Gates here, Los Angeles and on the 


naming a national executive secretary | Bryant and Irving Berke. . 
to take the post now being tempo- become more pronounced. 





pay the Broadway deluxer salaries 


_for stage attractions. According to 
Coast, but cannot double from the Brandt, band representatives walk 











rarily filled by Gerald Griffin. Grif- 
fin himself has been mentioned as 
a possibility for permanent appoint- 
ment, but he would first have to re- 
sign his post as member of the new 
national board. It’s also been stated 
within AGVA that Griffin would 
also have to make a choice between 
the exec secretaryship and his nitery 
column for the N. Y. Sunday En- 
quirer, opinion being that he couldn’t 
do both in all fairness to either job. 
The Enquirer is published by a 
brother, William W. Griffin. 


Fear of Illegality 


Prior to the Four A’s putting its 
official stamp of approval on the 
election there was fear that it might 
be called illegal due to affidavits 
from San Francisco that certain 
electioneering methods there were 
out of order. It was charged by 
Stephen J. Sheperd, chairman of a 
Frisco group called the Actors Bet- 
terment Committee, that Emile 
Lowe, a paid organizer for the lo- 
cal, had marked ballots, sealed them 
and then asked members to sign 
the envelopes. Two members of the 
local sent in affidavits claiming 
Lowe asked them to do this, but the 
Four A’s is said to have ruled that 
the affidavits did not state that any 
such ballot-forgery had _ actually 
been perpetrated. “~What action will 
be taken against Lowe was not dis- 
closed. 

The total number of ballots re- 
ceived was 771, of which 535 were 
ruled okay as from members in good 
Standing. This result was considered 
favorable by the Four A’sand AGVA 
Officials, especially considering that 
there were no votes from Cleveland. 

The open national board positions 
can be filled from AGVA’s general 
ranks and not necessarily from 
among the nominees who were de- 
feated. Among the board members 
to be chosen will be one to repre- 
sent the circus performers and an- 
other to represent the rapidly grow- 
ing ice skating field. 


Elect 9 N. Y. Board Members 


Nine board members were elected 
from a total of 22 nominations in 


N. Y. Two of them, Dewey Barto, | 


former president, and Romo Vin- 
cent, are recognized as representing 
the N. Y. local, while the other 
seven are members at large. They 
are Morton Downey, Henry Dunn 
(Cross &), Gerald Griffin, Ernie 
Mack, Ole Olsen, Harry Richman 
and Gus Van. Those named from 
the other branches are: 


Boston: Charles Brett and Ray- 
mond Pike. 

Cincinnati: Millie Ray and Al 
Buckler, 


Chicago: Ray Conlin, Sr., and Lew 
King. 

Detroit: Johnny Daley and Dave 
Young, 

Los Angeles: Harpo Marx and Cliff 
Nazarro. 

Philadelphia: 
Joe Campo. 

Pittsburgh: Jack Wilson and Cur- 
ley Clark. 

San Francisco: Lou Ashe and Will 
Aubrey. 

The Four A’s made special dispen- 
Sation in the case of Cleveland so 
that all the locals would be repre- 
sented on the national board, al- 


Robert Mack and 


ADVISORY JOB 
AT AGVA 


Hollywood, May 13. 

| Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
‘retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
has filed his immediate resignation 
from the national 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and walked out of the AGVA sit- 
uation here. With him he took Lee 
Travers, whom Thomson last week 
placed in temporary charge of the 
AGVA local here after the dismissal 
of Kenneth Howard as executive 
secretary. 

Thomson’s walkout on AGVA is 
the climax to a double burnup, one 
by AGVA’s national setup in N.Y. 
and the other by Thomson. The 
N.Y. outfit was said to have been 
shocked at the choice of Travers, 
whom AGVA fired when he was na- 
tional representative in Chicago and 
who, as an appointee of national 
exec sec Hoyt Haddock, also dis- 
missed, was the focal point of a 
squabble some months ago that near- 
ly wrecked the Philadelphia local 
when Travers was named exec sec 
of the latter’s local. 

When N.Y. imparted its shocked 
surprise in a letter to Thomson, the 
latter reputedly replied that Travers 
was appointed for one month only 
and that his salary would be paid 
by the SAG and not AGVA. It’s 
understood that AGVA’s national of- 
fice then okayed this, but refused 
to permit Travers to sign checks or 
otherwise handle any of AGVA’s 
funds. This is said to have resulted 
in Thomson’s immediate resignation 
from AGVA’s board and his washing 
his hands of the entire AGVA sit- 
uation. 

Thomson’s resignation leaves the 
Los Angeles AGVA local high and 
dry without a guiding power. Thom- 
son assumed control two weeks ago 
as the result of a petition signed by 
12 members of the local here ‘earn- 
estly requesting’ him to assume au- 
thority. Petition stated that it was 
an ‘emergency measure due to the 
inefficiency of the present adminis- 
tration and leadership’ (Howard). 








Howard was also a Hoyt Haddock | 


appointee. 

Travers, after his dismissal from 
| AGVA, came to the Coast and went 
'on SAG’s payroll as an organizer. 
He returned to this job. 





| 


Dante to Vacation 
| Following a stand at the Nixon, 


| Pittsburgh, this week, Dante the | 


| magician, is temporarily disbanding 
| his company and plans to vacation 
| at his rench at Reseda, Cal. 


| Magico will stay there until August 


when he expects to fill some resort | 


dates. 


board of the| 


It’s pointed out that the only de- 


veloping ground left for acts is the 
nitery field, but here there’s 2 prob- 
lem on the differential between floor 
| 


and stage work. Many performers, 
after becoming acclimated to the cafe 
medium, usually must realign their 
routines to meet vaude house re- 
quirements. In cases of nitery com- 
edy acts, a stage booking requires a 
complete sapolio of material. 

The shortage of new comedy acts 
this past year has meant the play- 





| Standards by the Broadway variety 
| houses. One ect within this past 
|'season played the Roxy, Strand and 
Loew’s State, despite the opposition 
angle. In former years, no act could 
play an opposition house within a 
year and only the shortage of mate- 
rial has lowered the bars that are 
still included in all contracts. 
No Solution 

There’s no solution to the problem 
other than the opening of theatres 
for the specific purpose of affording 


{acts break-in and showing opportuni- | 


ties. This would naturally be a 
major circuit project, but none of the 
majors is inclined to embark upon 
it, 

The circuits’ generel apathy to- 
wards stage shows continues despite 


the frequent warnings that they have | 


cut off one important source of talent 
for their own film companies. It has 
also been pointed out that the stage 
houses now have virtually put all 
their eggs in one basket—bands. 
Should the band vogue lose out, the 
shortege of vaude acts, especially 
those with boxoffice draught, will be 
even more acute than it is now. Re- 
gardless, the problem is already such 
that bookers are plenty worried 


about variety talent for next season. | 
| 





HADDOCK BACK 
IN ClO FOLD 


Hoyt Haddock, until recently exec- 





utive-secretary of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, was last 
week named Washington repre- 


sentative of the Nationel Maritime 
Union, a CIO affiliate. As head of 
the American Radio Telegraphers’ 
Assh. (now the Americen Com- 
munications Assn.), Haddock as- 
sisted several years ago in the for- 
mation of the NMU. 

| Brought in as executive-secretary 
'of AGVA about a year and a half 
ego, after Dorothy Bryant and Jean 
Muir had resigned the post, Haddock 
was a storm center in the organiza- 
ition. He was finally ousted some 
weeks ago by the national board. 


on 


NO LAUNDRY, PLEASE 


Dai Vernon, Yank magician, finds 
that Oriental mysticism goes with a 
pseudo-Celestial makeup, hence his 
pro billing of Day Yen. He works 





| under a Chinese mask, which his, 


wife contrived. 
Magi was last at Forbidden City, 
N. Y¥., chowmeinery. 


Tabarin into the G. G. 





HAVE OHI0 
LICENSES 





ing and re-playing of a certain few | 


} 





Chicago, May 13. 
Agents located outside the state of 
Ohio, but contacting spots in that 
state, must have a license to do s0, 
according to warning letters received 
in Chicago last week by local agents 
ifrom_ director Wade Hammond 


| of the Ohio State Employment Serv-| 


| ice. 

This rule reads: ‘No person, firm, 
association of persons or corporation 
shall engage in the business of an 
employment agency, for hire, within 
the State of Ohio, without first ob- 
taining a license...and paying to the 


State of Ohio an annual license fee | 
of $100 and executing and filing a/| 


bond...’ 


that no agent, no matter where he is 


otherwise licensed, may submit acts | 


for hire in Ohio unless he is covered 
by an Ohio license and bond. 


PITT BURLEY ENDS 
__ARTER SOCK SEASON 


Pittsburgh’s burlesque season 
came to an end Saturday night (10) 
with last performance of Georgia 
Sothern-Bob Ferguson unit at Ca- 
sino. House had a 34-week season 
and biz was healthy right along, 
with a sock profit understood to 
| have been rolled up by George Jaffe, 
| burley impresario who has operated 
strip tease halls locally for quarter 
of a century. 

Casino hasn’t closed down, how- 
ever, but will continue for several 
weeks wiith sex pix and ‘living 
model’ stage presentations. First of 
them, ‘Sex Madness’ and ‘False 
Shame,’ opened Sunday night (11) 
and will alternate for 
‘women only.’ 


‘Actors Fete Chi Editor 
For Army Camp Units 


| Pittsburgh, May 13. 








Chicago, May 13. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
here last week tossed a party in 
|honor of Jack Malloy, managing 
editor of the Herald-American, for 
his employment of many AGVA 
members in the H-A army show 
units that will play the camps in the 
Sixth Corps Area. 

More than 500 performers showed 
‘up for the affair, headed by Jack 
‘Irving, AGVA exec sec here. 





This clause interpreted as meaning | 


‘men’ and | 


into his office ‘with great big dollar 
signs in their eyes.’ 
The theatre operator claims it is 


impossible for small houses like his, 
with an admission of 40c, to make 


profits with bands at their current 
high salaries, He concedes that 
bands are now virtually the only 
b.o. stage attractions left, hence he 
will have to adopt straight film pol- 
icies unless concessions are made. 
Brandt points out that he is the 
only indie theatre operator in N. Y. 
playing stage shows, citing numerous 
others who folded after experimenta- 
tions with stage shows, and for this 
alone, he says, the bands should try 
to keep the Flatbush and Windsor 
open, 
| N. Y. Musicians Local 802 also 
came in for a blast from Brandt. He 
stated that some of 802’s regulations 
on standby musicians are completely 
out of line, especially in view of the 
fact that his houses, as well as the 
major circuit bandfilmers in N. Y,, 
|play an average of 75% local 802 
bands during the year. 








New Hurricane to Fill 
N.Y. Mass-Nitery Void 
Left by White’s Fold 


With George White deciding to 
|fold his Gay White Way (nee Cot- 
ton Club), another mass-capacity 
| nitery, the New Hurricane, is slated 
for June 1 opening. Irving Zuss- 
man, erstwhile p.a., has it now, since 
its forced sale. Zussman’s backers 
are Virginia Hill, socialite, and 
James Shean. Mike Larsen, of For- 
| bidden City and other N. Y. niter- 
ies, will not be financially inter- 
ested as first intended. 





Zussman is starting to line up the 
New Hurricane show. Gypsy Rose 
Lee may be in it. Vincent Lopez’s 
band was wanted, but is unavailable 
through being committed to the 
Hotel Taft, N. Y. 

Milton Rubin, also ex-p.a., bought 
out Zussman’s interest in La Conga, 
N. Y., and in which Jack Harris, in- 
cumbent maestro, may buy a par- 
ticipating share eventually. 


PHILLY AGVA STILL 
YENS A CLUBHOUSE 


Philadelphia, May 13. 

A clubhouse for actors and cafe 
|eand vaude performers is still the 
|}aim of the Philly local of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists. There 
is no place in this city where per- 
formers can congregate, chew the 
fat or receive their mail. 


Plans for a gient benefit have been 
temporarily shelved because of the 
advent of the hot weather season. 
In its place, AGVA officials are 
planning a bal masque in the fall. 

The first AGVA member to get 
benefit under the new welfare setup 
is a young dancer who broke 2 toe 
while hoofing in an uptown nitery. 
She is collecting $5 a week while in- 
capacitated. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Alvino Rey Orch (14) with Skeets 
Herfurt, Dick Morgan, King Sisters; 


The Duffins (2), Eddie Bracken, 
Jack Leonard, Chick and Lee, 
*Reaching for the Sun’ (Par), Te- 


viewed in Variety, April 9. 


Alvino Rey’s comparatively new 
band, the King Sisters, Eddie 
Bracken, Jack Leonard and the rest 
of this stage session make up a fairly 
entertaining hour. Show is long on 
comedy turns in addition to the film, 
in which Bracken is featured, and he 
strives for giggles too onstage. But 
anything that can father lighter 
moments in these times can’t be 
labelled off balance. Bracken is re- 
viewed more extensively under New 
Acts. 

Rey’s combination of three 
trumpets, two trombones, four saxes 
and four rhythm, headed by his own | 
special electric guitar, hops to the’ 
Par from a long stay at the Rustic 
Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J. Re-' 
mote air pickups from the spot and | 
recent recordings have done a lot for 
the stock of the band, and this date 
should further its value. It’s a care- 
fully rehearsed crew that earns 
warm reaction with a setup of tunes. 
calculated to show its ability at 
various paces. 

The ‘William Tell Overture’ shows 
off best the band’s able sax-brass | 
*sections and the solid, but not over-, 
bearing, beat of the rhythm four. | 
Close behind in effectiveness, and at 
the other extreme in muted brass 

ortions and Rey’s humorous guitar 

reak, comes ‘St. Louis Blues,’ | 
highly appreciated by this audience. | 
Only unimpressive bit the band does 
is its opener, ‘Romantic Guy I,’ with | 
Skeets Herfurt vocalling. It’s hardly | 
worth the teeoff spot. Incidentally, 
Herfurt and Dick Morgan, guitar, | 
who combine for comedy song se- 
quences, are not used here together, | 
probably because of the abundance 
of giggle stuff. 

King Sisters, part of the band lay- | 
out, also show up neatly. Girls start | 
with ‘Whatcha Know Joe’ and 
secondly with ‘Java Jive. Maybe a 
rearrangement of their numbers for 
night shows might prove better, as} 
the reaction on Wednesday night (7) | 
to the two above, both rhythm tunes, | 
was not nearly as healthy as the 
outburst accorded encore of ‘My; 
Sister and I,’ a ballad arrangement. | 
Too, ‘Java Jive’ and ‘Joe’ are a bit 
dated. Quartet has ‘Lilac Tree’ and 
others to substitute. ‘Everything Hap- 
pens to Me’ brings on a fine solo by 
Alice King. 

Vocalist Jack Leonard, headed for 
the Army after finishing here, is 
former singer with Tommy Dorsey | 
and now on CBS sustaining and} 
Okeh records. Leonard doesn’t try to | 
go beyond his limitations and winds | 
up with nifty appreciation for ‘Ama- | 
pola,’ ‘I Understand’ and an encore | 
medley of ‘Once in a While,’ ‘All | 
Things You Are’ and ‘Getting Senti- | 
mental Over You.’ He gets excellent | 
backing from the band. 


The Duffins, girl and boy turn that | 
has been around for some time, open. 
Mechanical doll routine, during 
which the guy manipulates the 
pliable blonde into all sorts of flips 


ceptionally warming turn. 


, Small’s 


'from that angle it does okay. Bostic | 


| Me Now’ and ‘Diane,’ he displays a 


| (8) after a month there with Jimmy 
Dorsey. Turn can help any bill, and 


| River.’ 


| Miller, 


Lewis get in their innings during 
same scene and also click. Lewis’ 
piano work is solid and Turner's 
vocalling awakens some interest | 
though it’s not a popular style. Both | 
recently bowed out of the Cafe So- 
ciety Downtown floor show. Edna | 
Harris, singer-dancer, not very ef- 
fective at either, also cuts into this 
portion. 


Apollo has booked the Sinclair | 
and LeRoy pair before. Two tee off | 
with nice enough routine of unison 
taps, then diverge into anything and 
everything to go over easily. One 
blows a fair enough trumpet in imi- 
tation of Bunny Berigan and Henry 
Busse, then the other half does a 
so-so imitation of the Inkspots’ tenor 
vocalling ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ 


Earl Bostic orchestra of eight | 
pieces, including the leader, is from | 
Paradise, Harlem _ nitery. | 
First shot at this house shows the 
band in none too good a light, but | 
it has a rhythm and sends out orig- 
inals in the driving, brassy style so 
well liked in this section. And so_ 


triples from clarinet to sax to trum- | 
pet. | 

Billy Daniels, fresh from a stop- | 
over at Kelly’s Stables, on mid- | 
town’s 52d street, exhibits neat vocal | 
chords late in the setup. Using ‘I | 
Understand,’ ‘It All Comes Back to 
nice style and intelligent phrasing. | 
Voice isn’t very powerful, but it has 
adequate range and smoothness. 

Tip, Tap and. Toe exited the | 
Broadway Strand theatre Thursday 


this is no exception. Unison and 
challenge terps, all in an entertain- 
ing groove, have no trouble hitting 
the applause jackpot. 


Dusty Fletcher and Jimmie Bas- 
kette, with Vivian Harris, eke out 
okay returns with a long comedy bit 
that has been done here several 
times before. Line gets in one good 
inning based on ‘Walkin’ by the 
Wood. 


BROAD, COLUMBUS 








Columbus, O., May 12. 

Bob Crosby Orch (21), with Liz 
Tilton, Bobcats (8), Bobolinks (4), 
Ray Bauduc, Nappy LaMare, Eddie 
Bob Haggart,; Gil Rodin; 
Cass Daley, Bob DuPont; Abram | 
Ruvinski’s House Orch; ‘Rage in 
Heaven’ (M-G). | 


| 





For the current week the Broad | 
has a bill that will keep the joint | 


| jumpin’, with marquee magnet, Bob! ing Around the Mountain.’ 


Crosby, pullng the ‘gators for a 


profitable run. Wisely, unit depends | 
upon tried’n true faves in music and | 
vocal departments to pace show, 
while real star is that screwball of 
screwballs, Cass Daley. Dixieland 
rhythms, always ok here, are now} 
turned with such finesse that even) 
the longhairs are being satisfied with | 
bangup entertainment, i.e. solid’ 


| orchestral numbers, topnotch singers 
and just enough hokum to keep. 


things moving with interest. 
| Followng theme, 


‘Summertime,’ | 


|radio, Liz Tilton, band’s 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Tommy Tucker’s Orch (12) with 
Amy Arnell, Donald Brown, Kerwin 
Somerville and Alan Holmes; Victor 
McLaglen (2), The Del Rios (3), 
Three Swifts; ‘The Wagons Roll at 
Night’ (WB). reviewed in VARIETY, 
April 30. 


The Strand’s current pit show is 


| distinguished, if you can call it such, | 
by the poor act of Victor McLaglen | 


(New Acts). In at $3,000 per week 


for his first personal o& Broadway,, 


McLaglen hardly shows in person 
the talent which has brought him 
plaudits in pictures, including an 
Academy Award for his work in 
‘The Informer’ a few years ago. 

On the other hand, two vaude acts 
contribute greatly in saving the rest 
of the show. First, The. Del Rios, 
two men and a girl, sock with their 


| novel acrobatic-balancing. This trio 


is cashing in on an original way of 
presenting a dumb-act routine. 
Other click is the juggling Three 
Swifts, who rotate among the vaude- 


filmers year in and year out without | 
apparently changing a single move-'| 


ment or line in their act. They evi- 
dently are firm believers in the old 
axiom, ‘leave well enough alone,’ and 


As familiar as their routine is, 
audiences still go for it. 
Band _ headliner currently is 


Tommy Tucker’s ‘New York Pot 0’ 
Gold Orchestra.’ Latter billing was 
earned via Tucker’s commercial 
broadcasts for ‘Pot’ on the inde- 
pendent-ASCAP licensed stations in 
New York not carrying the Horace 
Heidt network program. This radio 
buildup has naturally enhanced 
Tucker’s rep, especially in the met- 
ropolitan area, but despite this and 
the co-headlining McLaglen, business 
was not so forte opening night (Fri- 


day) at the last show. Rain may 
have hurt. 
Tucker, who appeared at the 


Strand a year or so ago, has a nice 
band of 12 pieces, five reed, four 
brass and three rhythm, but he 
should exercise greater care in intro- 
ducing the specialties. When he 
comes to the names he appears to be 
racing to get the sentence over with, 
leaving it up to the customers to get 
the billing out front. 

It doesn’t appear merely coin- 
cidence that Amy “Arnell should 
adopt such a.childish timbre in her 
vocalizing, making her sound some- 
thing like Bonnie Baker with Orrin 
Tucker. The baby squeak is evi- 
dent in her delivery of ‘Time and 
Time Again’ and the novelty ‘Papa's 


noticeably missing in her finale duet 
with Donald Brown of ‘She’s Com- 
Brown 
is the band’s other non-musician 


| vocalist, a baritone with very studied} getting a bid for encores. 


facial expressions and movements. 
He’s fair with ‘High on a Windy Hill’ 
and ‘I’ll Be With You in Apple Blos- 
som Time.’ 
band joins in as a choral group, using 
the very corny effect of having am- 
ber searchlights pinpoint their faces. 

Tucker’s best specialty is sax- 
player Kerwin Somerville, who sings 
two novelty tunes, ‘The Man Don’t 
Come to Our House Anymore’ and 
‘Seven Beers with the Wrong 
Woman,’ 


Chick and Lee are the weakest | division, comes on to sell BMI of-| ments in much the same manner as 
portion of the layout. Two start off | ferings, clicking nicely with ‘Ama-| Benny Meroff’s specialty. 


with an amusing takeoff on two 


radio entertainers at the mike of a| tional pipes, she could sell anything.! Tucker’s band 


| pola.” A blonde looker with sensa- 


Very little music is contributed by 
on its own. The 


southern Station at 4 a.m., and there- | Next is Bob DuPont, juggler, still; maestro makes capital of his latest 
after decline rapidly in effectiveness. | plenty all right with locals despite| recording, ‘You Walk By,’ as a band 
Pair comes up with a flock of ma-j routine too familar from previous! number, but it winds up as another 


— but little of it is worth the 
ar. 

Bowoff bit by the band, the Kings 
and Eddie Bracken, who sleepily 
slouches on toting a lighted candle, 
is one of the best finales the Par 
ever concocted. Based on Rey’s 
click arrangement of ‘Nighty Night,’ 
which is a natural for lighting and 
effects, the elevator drops leaving a 
strong taste for what had gone be- 
fore. Rey’s bowoff speech and 
handling of himself throughout the 
show suggest much personality im- 
provement. Wood. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Willie Bryant, Meade Lux Lewis, 
Joe Turner, Edna Harris, Sinclair 
and LeRoy, Dusty Fletcher, Jimmie 





| dates. 


| Corn being all the rage, Crosby has 
| inserted comedy bit that would bring 

| premium prices in the grain mar- 
| ket. Yet the cash customers ate up 
| the hilariously funny burlesque by 
|bandmen LaMare, Miller and Haggart 
| of Sally Rand’s fan dance. Six other 
| horn tooters augment the prima 





donnas for a line number that 
shouldn’t worry the Rockettes. 


| For his own part the maestro is. 
| well content to stay in the back-| 
| ground. Assisted by the Bobolinks, | 


he sings but two numbers, ‘No. 10 
| Lullaby Lane’ and ‘Dolores,’ both 
rating nice hand. 
| deserts his guitar long enough to 
give out with swingeroo of ‘Brow 
Jug.’ 

Instrumentally, the high spot is the 
slot set aside for the eight Bobcats, 


Nappy LaMare| 


duet by his mixed team of vocalists. 
Show is On and off in one hour, but 
doesn’t appear that fast. Scho. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 10. 
Dick Todd, Ted Waldman and 
Susie, Johnny and Don Reading, 
Bud Carlisle and Rosa, Mildred 
Duncan, Lester Harding, Herb Six 


House Orch; ‘Mr. District At , 
(Rep). torney 








Offering is embellished by Herb 
Six house band on stage and Lester 


layoff of the eight linegirls was fig- 
ured to be in lieu of a better mar- 
quee name. In Dick Todd as a head- 


Baskette, Billy Daniels, Tip, Tap and jitterbugs nearly taking roof from! liner the marquee value is upped 


Toe, Earl Bostic Orch (8), 
Men Tell No Tales’ (20th). 


‘Dead 





Far too long for its few values, 
the Apollo show this week runs 
around an hour and 40 minutes. Too 
little happens to justify the overlong 
session. Opening act alone ran ap- 
proximately 50 minutes when caught 
(last show opening day, Friday), 
which quite probably is a new rec- 
ord for lengthy scenes at this house. 
Quite a few of the cast lineup are 
cleared away in that spot, however, 
which relieves the time somewhat. 

Willie Bryant occupies the stage 


staid old Broad when boys gave out, | 


| instrumentally, with Ray Bauduc’s 


‘Smoky Mary.’ Encore had Bauduc, | 
and bassman Bob Haggart| 


drums, 
with ‘Big Noise from Winetka’ bring- 
| ing down the house. Musically, the 
| entire band is far above par, behind 
| the scenes director Gil Rodin keep- 
ing crew well in the groove. 


To close, a cyclone hits the stage. 
Miss a rough and rowdy come- 
dienne, sells songs like they’ve never 
been sold before, singing vocals in 
anything but the accepted style. In- 
dulging in every bit of horseplay 
from mugging to simulating an 





for a good part of that opening | Under-slung corkscrew; she whips 
scene, cutting capers which go over | through comic bits ranging from a| 
strong because they're of Harlem | Parody on popular hits to the laun-| 
character and things from which | 4ty number, Whirlwind act, clever! 
Lenox avenue hepsters can derive | material and the dynamic personality 
the utmost satisfaction. A little of Kept the audience breathless, red 
it is blue, of course, but Apollo | bloomer finale knocking them com- 
patrons demand such stuff. pletely out. 

Joe Turner, blues singer, and Biz, at show caught, good enough. 


with the name of the coin-machine 
and radio warbler, but as far as 
Stage show is concerned he’s just 
another act. 

Under the heading of ‘Pleasure 
Cruise,’ the 38 minutes rely on Todd 
for the punch next to closing, but it’s 
too much of an assignment without 
any girls or a flash act to round out 
the show. While Todd is there with 


plenty of romantic baritoning of pop | 


songs both old and new, he gives 
them little personality or gracious- 
ness and seemingly is indifferent. 

It’s a curious coincidence that the 
Tower has in Harding a singer of the 
Todd Calibre, but in deference to the 
headliner Harding uses his pipes only 
to speak the straight lines of the 
m.c. He calls out Bud Carlisle and 
Rosa, following an opening by the 
band, to spin off a few minutes of 
topnotch rope-twirling and whip- 
cracking, and keeps show moving 
with Mildred Duncan, 14-year old 





boogie-woogie pianist Meade Lux Sans. 


amateur night entry, in cute tap to 


On the latter tune, the) 


: A ‘ : , é Another nice bit is con-| 
and poses, is okay, but not an ex-| which audience recognized despite| tributed by Alan Holmes, also on the | 


charm) sax, who plays a variety of instru-| 


- 
a subdued ‘Hawaiian War Chant.’ 
Then it’s Don and John Reading in 
a mixture of eccentrie softshoe steps 
and adagio acrobatics in a satirical 
ivein. Reading act registers well 
enough with this kind of work with- 
out their switching to the broad fan 
dancer burlesque that is out of the 
tenure of their turn. 

Todd then has his interlude with 
the jukebox faves, ‘Amapola,’ ‘Berk- 
eley Square’ and ‘Dolores,’ besides 
the cinch oldies, ‘Stardust’ and ‘Some 
of These Days.’ In the closing niche 
Ted Waldman has Susie foiling to 
‘his fooling with the mouthharp and 
winding proceedings in a lighter 
mood. 

House take is down a bit from 
previous week. Quin. 


- KEITH’S, BOSTON 








Boston, May 8. 
| Ina Ray Hutton Orch (14) with 
| Stuart Foster, Carr Brothers (2), 
| Dancing Starrs (2), Don Rice; ‘Scat- 
_ tergood Baines’ (RKO) and ‘The 
| House of Mystery’ (Mono). 





| Built around a click band, the cur- 


‘rent offering has the added interest 
'of three vaude acts to hold the at- 
|tention of those who would get 


| thus far have been proven correct.| fidgety during a whole session of 


‘orchestra entertainment. Ina Ray 
| Hutton appears on this stage for the 
| first time since she shifted the gen- 
der of her personnel, and while her 
'solid sales ability has not dimin- 
ished in the interim, the band music 
has improved. As a team the boys 
are solid, and among the standout 
performers are Paul Russell, piano; 
Danny Cappi, tenor sax, and Ralph 
Collier, drummer. 

Miss Hutton takes three vocal 
spots for herself, + equally 
well in ‘Some hanges Made,’ 
‘Angry’ and ‘Man I Love.’ Featured 
male vocalist is Stuart Foster, whose 
baritone timbre is excellent, but his 
croony technique tends to dispel an 
initial favorable impression. Foster, 
who makes a handsome appearance 
and has okay stage presence, vocals 
‘Hear a Rhapsody’ and ‘My Sister 
and I,’ then duos with Miss Hutton 
in ‘Angry.’ Top piece of the band 
numbers is ‘Man I Love,’ showing 
off some glee club arrangements and 
solo specialties by Eddie Zandy, 
trumpet, and Jack Porcello, guitar. 

Don Rice, next-to-close, keeps the 
laughs rolling with his fast gagging 
|; hopped up with a good drunk im- 
|personation that doesn’t run too 
|} long. Does caricatures of Ted Lewis, 
|FDR, Willkie and John L. Lewis. 
| Rice has trimmed his routine so that 


| 





d in Bed With His Britches On,’ but it’s| it’s a continuous succession of laughs. 


| The Carr Brothers, deuce, click in 
, their clever hokum risley. Com- 
| bining skill and comedy with ace 

timing, the Carrs have no trouble 
One of 
|'these is a serious feat of strength 

and skill that’s punchy and ap- 
| plause-worthy. 

Novelty combo of magic and ball- 
room dancing is the forte of the 
| Dancing Starrs. While nothing sen- 
| sational is atternpted in either de- 
| partment the net effect is very sat- 
| isfactory. Fox. 


| STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, May 10. 
Willie Shore, Dave Apollon, Dick 
and Dot Remy, Lucienne and Ashour, 


| Ben Beri, Ruth Petty, Anne DeVelle; | 


‘Mr. District Attorney’ (M-G). 


| Boasting a fine collection of acts, 

this show looks great on paper but 
| somehow loses punch through bad 
| production. While lacking name 
value, the layout fails due to bad 
spotting of the acts and a general 
lack of continuity. 

Willie Shore, night club favorite, 
and Dave Apollon share top billing 
as m.c.s. Both work throughout the 
show with fair results. Shore is a 
much improved performer since his 
last showing here. Unlike most 
| night club comics, his material is 
| clean, and with the exception of oc- 
casional overacting, his delivery is 
| good. Apollon, as usual, scores well 
with his mandolin specialty, but is 
| badly spotted. 
| Outstanding is blonde Ruth Petty, 
| whose several numbers show her to 





n| Harding m.c.ing straight. Temporary | possess fine pipes and neat show- 


| manship. Arrangements are in ex- 
| cellent taste and display her voice 
to best advantage. ‘Mean to Me’ is 
| especially socko. 

Lucienne and Ashour, Apache 
| team that employs an unusual twist 
'in that the girl throws the boy 
| around, and Dick and Dot Remy, ac- 
robatic turn, are both holdovers 
from the recently closed Ed Wynn 
show, ‘Boys and Girls Together.’ In 
the latter act, Shore and Apollon 
combine with 250-pound femme, Miss 
Remy, to present a comedy ballet 
which offers possibilities but gets no- 
where. Here again is an example of 
ordinarily smash acts not getting the 
results they should because of poor 
production. 

Rounding out the bill are Ben Beri, 
clever juggler who works in the 
comical vein, and a shapely tapster, 


Anne De Velle. Beri has little 
trouble keeping the audience 
amused. Miss De Velle is a fair 


hoofer but lacks personality and 
salesmanship. An augmented house 
band plays the show well. 
Business good at last show Friday 
(9). Gold. 








STATE, N.Y. 


John Boles, Masters and Rollins 
Salici Puppets, Alphonse Berg & 
Co.; ‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G). 








Five minutes short of an hour, the 
new stage bill here is compact, fast 
and reliable. It is long on novelty 
mainly through the booking of Salici 
Puppets, but also has a vocal sock in 
John Boles, who headlines. So far 
as comedy is concerned, it has 
strength there, too, with Masters and 
Rollins arousing plenty of lusty 
laughs. Draught is principally based 
on ‘Men of Boys Town’ (M-G), 
though it was no big draw recently 
on first-run at the nearby Capitol, 
plus what pull Boles possesses. 

Well established on personal ap- 
pearances over recent years, Boles 
went over big here when caught and 
came close to stopping the show. He 
looks good and his rich, full voice 
sells him well in a routine of ju- 
diciously -chosen numbers. After 
"Follow the Sun Around’ tees him 
off auspiciously, he follows’ with 
‘Song Is You’ and his old standby, 
‘One Alone.’ The comedy novelty 
number, ‘Waiting at the Gate for 
Katie,’ closes him stoutly. Boles goes 
into character as a yokel for ‘Katie’ 
and encores a chorus of the number, 
with the audience asked to sing it 
with him. On 10 minutes and makes 
all of ’em count. 

The Salici Puppets follow the 
singer to close the show, doing 27 
minutes. An extra fine stage offer- 
ing, about the only fault that could 
be found, is that the scene with the 
pianist and prima donna is much 
too long and, on one vocal occasion, 
the singing is unnecessarily loud. 
Puppet show has been around for 
some years, but continues to be sure- 
fire entertainment, especially for 
kids. State ads have emphasized the 
child appeal. 

The wacky mixed double of Mas- 
ters and Rollins are spotted second. 
They’re actually of next-to-closing 
calibre for any show, but the make- 
up this week left them nothing but 
the No. 2 slot. Comical impression 
of a dance team, planned entirely 
for laughs and getting them in 
bunches, sends the Masters-Rollins 
pair over solidly following plenty of 
monkey-shines and misceilaneous 
talk, hoke, etc., up ahead. Masters’ 
soft-shoe terp session bogs down a 
little because it is too long, espe- 
cially the slow-motion portion of it. 
Actually, though, there’s nothing 
wrong with his dancing. Should be 
a place in pictures_for this nutty 
team. 

Alphonse Berg, who drapes cloth 
around three models in record time, 
using nothing but pins, opens the 
bill, same spot he had when last 
here. An especially unique novelty 
act, Berg is theatrical to an extreme 
because of the way he hops around 
as he performs his routine. He goes 
over though. 

Good house on hand at show 
caught. Char. 





Buffalo, May 9. 


‘Stars Over Hollywood’ with 
Shirley Deane, Senator Murphy, 
Ross and Pierre, Lester Oman, 


Mercer Brothers, The Martingales; 
‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep). 





They’re calling this ‘Stars Over 
Hollywood,’ but if these are the 
stars over Hollywood, they are de- 
cided misnomers. Which means no 
offense to fledgling Shirley Deane, 
veteran Senator Murphy, or, indeed, 
to any of the rather ‘B’ talent mak- 
ing up the rest of the personnel. It 
means only that to assemble a group 
like this and package it under a 
Hollywood stellar label is such 
shortsighted showmanship that there 
ought to be a law against it. There 
isn’t a life-size star, Hollywood or 
otherwise, in the entire galaxy. 

Young Miss Deane heads the 
group unmistakably and is allotted 
a liberal singing and dancing chore. 
As a chanteuse, replete to the col- 
ored kerchief, she reveals a cloudy 
contralto, her eagerness to please 
more than making up for her pouty 
delivery and vocal shortcomings. 
Her dancing contributions are also 
neatly slotted and she gains a high- 
ly favorable reception. 

Senator Murphy is delivering his 
familiar, stereotyped monolog which 
seems to fit in.well enough here, but 
might have difficulty in faster com- 
pany by reason of its longevity. The 
rest of the performance is on the 
nitery side. 

Frank Ross and Anita Pierre are 
billed in ‘Comedy and Mimicry.’ 
Ross’ vocal imitations of brass and 
oe is excellent, but lacking in 
novelty. Miss Pierre’s French 
sounds phoney and the patter is dis- 
tinctly corn-fed. Lester Oman turns 
in a neat marionet offering, differ- 
ent in technic but with not much ap- 

ropriateness to these proceedings. 
he Martingales are just another 
adagio team and the contributions 
of Mercer Brothers in taps and com- 
edy are neither better nor worse 
than most of the acts of the type. 

Production is better mounted 
costumed and lighted than most of 
its forerunners at the house, and 
there is noticeable improvement in 
the mike arrangements. 

Business good at supper show 
opening day (9). Burton. 
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‘GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, May 7. 

Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals (9), High Priestess Mamba, 
Barney Grant, Frank Gaby, Carlyle, 
Robbins Bros. and Margie (3), Noble 
Trio (3), Jadin and Lang, Noel Toy, 
Peggy O’Neill Line (12), Charles 
Kaley House Orch (12); ‘Repent at 
Leisure’ (RKO). 


George Bole nods toward oldtime 
vaude formula on his Golden Gate 
stage this week, putting the band in 
the pit and pulling curtains between 
each act. House batonist, Charles 
Kaley, sticks strictly to his stick, acts 
bowing on and off minus m.c. or 
other identification. 
is not completely nostalgic, line 
girls and flashes knitting whole into 
a presentation under billing of ‘Re- 
vue International.’ 

Honors for the week are split be- 
tween Frank Gaby, -next to closing, 
and the Harmonica Rascals (minus 
Minevitch) in the finish spot. Gaby 
(publicized as direct from Copaca- 


bana in Rio) goes over neatly in his | 


ventriloquial routine. His finale, 
wherein a stooge seemingly sings 
into the mike while Gaby dons hat, 
coat and lights a ciggie, draws thun- 
der-clap applause when the stooge 
strolls and audience realizes it was 
Gaby all the time. Gag is ancient 
in principle, but caught the locals 
completely off guard here. 

Harmonica nine features cowboy 
costumes and fancy mouth-organing 
in the .familiar pattern. Routine 
here is smooth and interest-holding, 
with half-pint blower taking brunt 
of knockabout stuff. Chap _ has 
plenty of personality and a flare for 
anto which makes words needless. 
est of the gang offer okay support. 

Opening acros this stanza are the 
Nobles (3), two boys and a girl 
working on horizontal bars at 15- 
foot elevation. Complete flips and 
gag of sliding along bars as though 
going off the end provide a satis- 
factory opener. Barney Grant, yokel 
song-monologist, deuces for excel- 
lent results, revealing intelligent re- 
straint in selling his patter. Trey 
spot is a quickie, being limited 
mostly to fast, traveling flips by the 
Robbins Bros. and Margie, listed as 
‘Europe’s Dancing Refugees.’ Not 
much dancing but the windmill stuff 
had the fans pounding. 


fourth niche, opening 
gesture-terping in a silver costume 
and purple spot, followed by Noel 
Toy, Oriental stripper from the lo- 
cal Forbidden City nitery. Gal gives 
glimpses of epidermis, but lights are 
so dim and blue it doesn’t matter 
much either way. Jadin, in low-cut 
full-skirted red, returns with her 
partner, Liang, in tails, for a ball- 
room number, Chinese pair making 
a neat team. 

Gaby on next, with Mamba and 
Carlyle following in a voodoo num- 
ber. Latter uses gold paint. With 
jungle background, purple _ spots, 
line girls in savage garb, stage is set 
for the jumping and posturing of 
the voodoo ‘ritual dance,’ which can 
mean anything. It’s slightly on the 
corny side, although revealing pos- 
sibilities. 

Line opens and closes the footlight 
sector with stars-and-stripes rou- 
tines, using flag-trimmed costumes at 
first and returning in all-flag briefies. 

Biz fair. Wern. 


Court Sq., Springfield 


Springfield, Mass., May 9. 
‘La Vic Paree’ with Roberta Jonay, 
Florence Hin Low, Latasha and Law- 
ence, Flagg and Arnold, Dorothy 
Coudy, Charles Clayten, The Duos, 
Ha-Cha-San, Tayton Ballet, Ruth 





,and White, 


Bill, however, ' 





| Miss O’Connell nets the kudos with 
Chinese atmosphere occupies the '- 
with Jadin | ‘One Sweet Letter from You.’ 





fact for the appeal of her dance, 
notable only because of its smooth- 
ness. The Duos, pair of jitterbug 


couples, whirl and stamp through a/| 
The Tayton! 


| 


dizzy few minutes. 
bailet, in a conventional few min- 
utes, demonstrates that this sort of 
«a falls short of appeal on such a 

ill, 

Bob White, m.c. and Charles 
Clayton carry through the comedy 
bits which, though weak, get by well 
enough, 

_Much better than average is the 
singing of Ruth Durrell, Lee Royce} 
providing background 


Majestic, San Antonio 





San Antonio, May 10. 


‘Funzafire’ unit with Benny Meroff 
Joe 


Orch (10), Four Sailorettes, 
Bennel, Louise Shannon, Ken and 
Roy Paige, Terry Howard and Jack 


Talley, Dianna Abbey, Billy Morosco, | 


Al Spiro, Al de Vito & Co., Eight 
Daughters of Satan; ‘The People vs. 
Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 


The poor man’s 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ 


| 
| 


‘Funzafire,’ with Benny Meroff and 
his merry madcap crew is touring 
the Interstate circuit and this week 
is playing the Majestic here. It’s a 
well rounded 60-minute show, with 
socko entertainment all the way. 
From the opening till close every- 
mine goes. And this audience loved 
i 


and setting mood for the rest of the 
\iow. White’s smooth patter as m.c. 
is unobtrusive and capable. 
Business was excellent at second 
show Thursday (8). Lynch. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 9. 

Jimmy Dorsey Orch (14) with’ 
Helen O'Connell, Bob Eberly, Buddy 
Schutz, Hector and his Dogs, Stump | 
“— enews ‘Washington Melodrama’ 


‘Al de Vito and Co. open the show 
with their bits of nonsense, with 
stooges placed everywhere in the 





to disclose band on stage, and it goes 
into a nice bit of rhythm. Meroff in- 





applause and laughs for his attempts. | 


The effect of Jimmy Dorsey’s phe- 
nomenal rise as a jukebox fave was 
shown by his reception at the open- | 
ing of his current stay at the Earle. | 
Less than eight months ago he | 
played the house, and, although his | 
gross was plenty in the black, there 
was no close comparison to the type 


goes over in a session of jokes with | 
Meroff and then is into a nifty tap. 
routine on roller-skates. Joe Bonnel, | 
pint sized saxer, follows with a sax} 
solo while dancing to get nice re-| 
turns. 


‘ ea pet ‘edie bo The Eight Daughters of Satan are 
of outburst he’s evoking this sesh | hoofers with nifty looks. Meroff 


from the crew haircut and sweater | joins them and doesn’t do badly 


set. The kids jammed the house for | y; , : 

the opening, and for the first time | pie oe leader at their head, girls 
since the hectic days of the first | play follow the leader, and he takes 
Benny Goodman opening, the gen- | ‘nem in their scanty costumes into 
darmes had to be called out to keep ithe audience, shaking hands here, , 


order. | stroking someone’s head there and | 
Dorsey’s crew puts 


| climaxing with a kiss on a man sit- 

c on a_ show ‘ting in the front row, all eight girls 
that’s almost an exact facsimile of following the leader 

their offering of last October. It’s a To ‘Donkey Serenade,’ Louise 

combination of their best recordings. Shannon shapely redhead, gives out 

. ore Ss — by Bob meg | — a nifty tap. Orchestra comes 

Ss in the jive manner i y " j i | 

the beauteous ten O’Connell, the Srovnetinnd an Senne a 

Dorsey solos on the sax and clarinet | 


personations of well known name 

t r bands calied out by members of the! 
plus the energetic thumping on the | 
skins by Buddy Schutz. 


audience. Best of these are Glenn 
_ But the cus- | Miller, Kay Kyser and Artie Shaw. 
tomers go almost frantic for more. 
Eberly scores with ‘I Hear a Rhap- 


| Interspersed here, too, are several! 
sody’ and ‘My Sister and I.’ Blonde 





stooges, giving out with their im- 
pressions of Rudy Vallee, Sally Rand, 
and George Givot, to garner good’ 
trio. of novelties, ‘Sender on a | laughs. 

Bender,’ ‘Minnie from Trinidad’ and|_ Comedy slightly corny is that done 
The | by Ken and Roy Paige, although the | 
pair doubles on a duet on ‘Amapola,’ | fight scenes and eccentric dances are | 
Dorsey’s No. 1 jukebox hit, | well done. Terry Howard with Jack | 
| Talley have a familiar routine of a! 


| 


Dorsey’s standout tunes, judging 

s sta S, ging | — “de i - 

from the reaction of the crowd down | = = fidgety feet and 

front, were ‘John Silver’ and a/ 2220S who always , wants ‘to go. 
Pair shows nice voice in vocal to 


brassy hunk of jive called ‘Sewing 
the Wild Oats.’ 

The supporting acts also are plenty 
clicko. Hector and his Dogs are a 
novel animal turn in which the stage 
seems cluttered with pups of all 
sizes and description. They wander 
around in a hit-or-miss manner until 


‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes at Me,’ with 
(Continued on page 54) 





New Acts in Theatres 








they’re given the word, and they 
wind up in amazing formations. VICTOR McLAGLEN 
But the show-stoppers at this | Talk 


house, to nice laughs. Curtains open | 


vites one of the audience up to lead | 
the band, and a draftee, at showing | 
caught, managed to garner some nice | 


: : 
Billy Morosco, in tramp cosfmue, | \altzes to the conga. 


| catching were the sepia-hoofing duo 





| 
| 





Durrell, Lee Royce and Bob White; | 


‘The Devil Commands’ (Col). 


Bxcellent dancing and smooth tim- 
ing mark A. B. Marcus’ ‘Continental 
revue, here for four days (8, 9, 10, 
11). Opening with Roberta Jonay’s 
peacock dance, the show flows 
smoothly to a colorful conga finale. 
Miss Jonay’s strutting terp is notable 
for the delicate exactitude of its imi- 
tation, accentuated by graceful use 
of her hands. 

Flagg and Arnold have developed a 
smooth, rhythmic muscular control 
that enhances their tumbling and 
balancing. The pair specializes in 
difficult hand-to-hand stuff. Act has 
class appeal. 

Colorful is the butterfly dance of 
Dorothy Coudy. Her manipulation 
of huge silken wings is made most 
effective by varicolored lighting ef- 
fects on a darkened stage. The 
dance ends symbolically as _ the 
‘butterfly’s’ wings appear to dis- 
eOlve in leaping flames. 


Latasha and Lawrence, Australian | 


dance team, perform an ordinary 
‘Beauty and Death’ routine, 
Lawrence garbed as a_ skeleton. 
Their dancing is adequate, but Law- 
rence, appearing alone, steals the 
act with a demonstration of ‘iis flex- 
ible body. 

Similar contortions are presented 
by Florence Hin Low, Chinese whose 
ect features her ability to ‘sit on her 
head.’ 
are separated on the bill but seem 
to make for a preponderance of this 
sert of thing. ; 

Clad almost solely in silver paint, 
"to-Cha-San depends mostly on this 


with | 


The two acts, both unusual, | 


| a rather perfect setting, since he hit 


| tingly, 


of Stump and Stumpy. A couple of 


local lads who got their start terp- | 


ing for handouts on the midcity side- 
walks, these chocolate stompers 
have really developed into topnotch 


1l Mins.; One 
Strand, N. Y. 
This is Victor McLaglen’s first 
pop - priced stage personal on 
Broadway and it’s a sad mistake. 
|The film player is knocking down 





‘better collectively than individually. 


showmen. Their pantomime, sense 
of timing and comedy are really 
Class A. They rated three encores 


$3,000 weekly and he should have 
spent a fair share of this for an act, 
something he’s completely minus. 


when caught, the applause almost McLaglen got an ovation here on 
tearing down the rafters. his entrance, a volume of applause 
Standees filled the lobby at this| seldom heard for a picture person- 
catching Friday (9) supper show. ality, but the bowoff plaudits were | 
Shal. far less. Per the usual Hollywood 

2 |routine, he first told the audience 

| how glad he was to be in N. Y.,, 

EMBASSY N. Y ithen an audience stooge, a near- 

’ ~ |midget in misfits, hopped on the 

(NEWSREELS) stage and demanded his autograph. 


From this evolved a lot of alleged 
comedy chatter by the stooge regard- 
ing McLaglen’s. past film perform- 
ances, while McLaglen stood by and 
contributed shy grins. The talk was 
‘unfunny and McLaglen, no beaut in 


_— 





American newsreels, albeit unwit- 
may become increasingly 
dangerous to U. S. defense. By their 
diligent reporting and by their in- 
trepid picture-gathering of arma- 


ment factories and in commentary the first place, merely looked like 
descriptions of their localities, the #2_inanimate mountain of flesh. | 
work that American ‘defense has The stooge business runs nine min- | 


utes. Then, for an encore, McLag- 
len does a two-minute dying scene 
from ‘The Informer,’ the picture role 
which won him an Academy Award. 


tried so hard to conceal from espion- 
age is being tipped off to the world 
at large. 


There’s no gainsaying that what! tad the Oscar been predicated on 
the newsreel companies have to say, McLaglen’s re-enactment of that 
or photograph, can be perhaps just particular scene in person, it’s un- 


a small fraction of aid to enemies 
from within, since indubitably there 
are many fifth columnists and espion- 


likely the judges would have handed 
over the statuette. 
It’s too bad there’s no such thing 


age agents working in this country, as a retake in vaudeville. Scho. 
who are already aware of defense pe eee 
plant locations. But why aid them 
unneccessarily, EDDIE BRACKEN 

The aforementioned is brought Comedy — 
home particularly this week in the Paramount Theatre, N. ¥. 
newsreels, where, for instance, two Bracken’s entertaining brand of 
companies clearly indicate the lo-| humor was part of the Broadway 
cales of plane factories, though they , musical ‘Too Many Girls,’ last season 
are probably sufficiently prominent) and he’s in ‘Reaching for the Sun 
on an international scale to defy| (Par), running concurrently with 
news extinction, his personal at the Par, This, ap- 


parently, is his initial try at a major 
theatre stand as there’s no file evi- 
dence of prior dates. 

Comedian socks stuff over 
solidly. He has a very ingratiating 
style of delivery, speaking his lines 
softly as if he were telling gags in 
a living room. Best portions of his 
routine are panto bits in which he 
imitates an ineffective baseball 
pitcher and another which takes off 
a cocky boxer being flattened. He's 
a quick change artist too, doing each 
bit in appropriate costume. Act is a 
where Wood 


The rest of the bill, of course, is 
constituted mainly on the defense of 
the U. S. and the war abroad, with 
nothing out of the ordinary. The de- 
fense question even invades the 
sports news, where one might think 
it would be too far remote, by catch- 
ing Hank Greenberg, the $55,000- 
salaried outfielder of the Detroit 
Tigers, in his final game before de- 
parting for $21 per month and the 
Army. At that, Metro caught him in 


his 


one of his two homers on his final 


day. Naka. einch for apneal ans 





Night Club Reviews 





BLUE ROOM, N. Oo. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orleans, May 9. 











nd 


French doll number, with the girl 
portraying an automaton, is tops, 
Better wardrobing of Maarcya, how- 
ever, would improve the act. 

Tiny Judy Starr, who was well- 


Joe Venuti’s Orch, Dawn and liked when she appeared on local 
Darrow, The Pitchmen (3), Luba theatre stages with Hal Kemp's band 
Malina, Maysy and Brach, Kay and Charlie Butterworth, has a 
Starr, Herbie Peer and Tommy Voice, style and repertory which are 
Lewis. not adapted for this sort of supper 
club. She appears in juvenile attire, 

This swank nitery, with good imstead of the usual type of gown 
shows as a policy, maintains the CUStomary here, and her arrange- 


standard with Joe Venuti’s versatile 
'crew. What may be considered lack- 
ing in quantity is more than offset 
by the quality. Show moves in 
| good tempo and is high in entertain- 
ment value. 

On the strength of previous visit 
here and an entirely pleasing, work- 


ing them in large numbers. His 
booking at a time when, thousands 
of conventioneers are in town was, 
consequently, wise. ° 


and he batons the band from Strauss 
Young and 
old went for his music in a big way 
the opening night, and the tables 


were kept empty and the food left | 


to get cold at the dinner perform- 
ance when the show was caught. The 
minor fault with Venuti’s band was 
that it was a wee bit on the loud 
side. 
trouble at first. 


spite the heavy  brasses. 


for the show. 

Dawn and Darrow, dance team, 
run the gamut of routines, from the 
waltz to the Latin. Their whirls 
and spins differ from usual run and 
pair got plenty of palm pounding, 
being forced to give two encores. 
Pair’s work is smooth and clever 
and they make swell appearance. 

The Pitchmen, a pianist who is no 
slouch at the keyboard and two 
players of kazoo-type instruments 
with which they imitate bands, vari- 
ous instruments and sounds, prove 
one of the most enjoyable acts seen 
in the spot in months. They throw 


| in a dash of farce and slapstick that 


got plenty of laughs. Audience re- 
fused to let them go untiPthey con- 
tributed a couple of encores. 

Luba Mallina, also a repeat per- 
former after several years, has nice 
pipes and clicks with several songs, 
especially with ‘The Last Time I 


manlike aggregation, Venuti is draw- | 


Venuti is no-slouch on the violin | 


Every new band here has this | type for 
Band’s music is a | adapted for her individual talents. 
‘nice blend of wind and string de- 


ments of threadbare numbers like 
‘Beat Me Daddy,’ ‘Mean to Me’ and 
‘Little Fishies, flavored with a 
smattering of unsophistication in de- 
livery, are ordinary. 

_ The two Arthur Murray dancers 
illustrate and teach the ne dance 
steps. Rees. 


HI-HAT, CHICAGO 


ml Chicago, May 6. 

Jack Hilliard, Georges and Jo Ann, 
Calgary Bros. (2), Helen Morgan, 
Billie Younger Dancers (6), Eddie 
Fans Orch, Ben Vera Orch. 

Reverting to the policy of pre- 
/senting names once again after a 
' siege of slow business, the Hi-Hat 
| has seemingly chosen a winner in 
| Helen Morgan. The room is the right 
Miss Morgan and well 





Jack Hilliard, singing m.c., keeps 


Combo |the show going at a smooth pace, 
also provides excellent background | 


and in his solo spot displays a fine 
| voice and good choice of numbers, 
A likeable chap, Hilliard seems 
destined for better things. 

Rather ordinary dancing efforts of 
Georges and Jo Ann do little to 
benefit the show, Routines are aull 
and too long, while dancing tech- 
nique is just average. 

Out of vaudeville, the Calgary 
Brothers prove themselves to be a 
satisfactory cafe act, and grab plenty 
of laughs with their comic portrayal 
of two drunks, An encore bit in slow 
motion is somewhat lost due to the 
layout of the floor, but for the most 
part the act shows plenty of punch. 

Rounding out the show are the six 





|girls of the dancing ensemble who 


currently offer nothing unusual in 
appearance, costuming or routines. 
Eddie Fens and his band play the 


|show music well and Bea Vera and 


her group are there for the devotees 
of the Latin-type dancers. In all, not 





Saw Paris.’ Gal is looker and got/|an outstanding supporting bill for 
nice response. She sells a song | Miss Morgan. Gold. 
nicely 

Maysy and Brach, rome Saag 7h 
the big crowd some thrills. esides U . R . 
some hair-raising stunts on the nit eview 
wheeled contraption, Brach_bal- De eae 


hoops on legs and arms at same time. 
Act proves socko entertainment. 
Venuti’s vocalists. Kay Starr, 
Herbie Peer and Tommy Lewis, are 
a versatile lot, performing a shade | 


While the show is well paced and 
highly entertaining, the important 
thing is that preceding and follow- 
ing it is Venuti’s music. Liuzza. 





Minnesota Terrace 
(HOTEL NICOLLET, MPLS.) 


ances girl on shoulders and spins 11 








MARDI GRAS NIGHTS 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, May 9. 

Pepito, Valdez and Peggy, White 

Sisters (2), Trini, Lurene, Milton 

Hill’s Eyefuls (8), Jimmy Townsend's 

Orch (6); ‘Melody for Three’ (RKO). 


‘Mardi Gras Nights,’ making its 
debut here, looked ragged on its in- 
itial performance, but showed prom- 
ise of building into a pleasing tab. 
Show also hurt by fact it was short 


Minneapolis, May 8 two acts, Hickey Bros. and Alice, 
Del Casino Orch (14), Judy Starr, zany comics, and Johnny Bryant, 
Maarcya and Gunsett, Arthur whistler. Unit wasn’t scheduled to 


Murray Dancers (2); week-day min- 
imum, $1; Saturdays, $1.50. 


open until four days later in Ports- 
mouth, Va., but pushed up opening 
date to cover for local house, caught 


New layout at this swanky spot 1S without a unit for the weekend, 

unimpressive for the most part. Del Missing acts, working at Tower thea- 
asino’s band, organized Only nine tre, Kansas Cit were unable to 
asin , g , 


months ago, passes muster as far as 
playing the show is concerned and 
for dancing without calling for any 
salvos, but the abbreviated floor en- 
tertainment falls below the rooms 
usually high standard. 

One reason for the show's failure 
to jell sufficiently is the fact that, 
| aside from one member’s vocalizing, 
the band contributes nothing in the 
way of novelty numbers, solos, 
specialties or effects, confining itself 
to conventional music. In view of 
the small number of acts and their 
weakness, this deficiency becomes the 
more conspicuous. 


make opening date but will join show 
shortly. 

Pepito, billed as the ‘continental 
clown,’ is on twice and is the main 
works. Working with line, he opens 
with a circus turn and with girls 
dressed in clown costumes, going on 
stage through mouth of clown’s head 
set in center. Working with a half 
dozen changes of costume, Pepito 
balances eggs, imitates a crying habv, 
rides world’s ‘smallest’ bike and put 
on a menagerie act in which line 


e- 


turns in animal skins and he whip- 
cracks them through routines. Act 
‘is okay, but should be after line 


Casino, erstwhile radio warbler, gets routine down pat. Pepito comes 
vocalizes and emcees, foregoing the back later as an opera singer for a 
baton-handling. Band runs largely come stint in which he displays an 
to brasses and goes in mainly for excellent baritone. 
swing, but with a smattering of Valdez and Peggy are amusing in 
tango’ and rhumba stuff utilizing their burlesque waltz routine in 


hand drums, etc. Orchestrations are 
okay for dancing—an important item 


which he roughs her up a bit when 
they go in for a whirl at adagio, 


here where the guests are on their But they're. oi 0] 

toes much of the time. The White Sisters. duo vocalists, 
As for Casino, the .band’s only are on for a pleasing piping of 

singer, he’s good-looking in the ‘Siboney’ and ‘Ciri Biri Bin.’ They 


romantic manner, extremely person- 


put a lot of stuff into their singing, 


able and charmingly unassuming. plus showmanship which registers 
He possesses neat pipes, particularly solidly with the bald-headed row. 
effective in the higher registers. Lurene, of the line, comes out for a 
Such numbers as ‘Smoke Gets in ef ngle interrret: e dance 


Trini is impressive in a semi-nude 





Your Eyes,’ ‘Beguine’ and ‘Return to 
Sorrento,’ especially the last-named. with the line, who melt off stage to 
are well sold. But, instead of open- leave her by herself. Somehow, she 
ing the show, he’d close it to better manages to wind up on top of piano 
advantage. for a bit of pretzel] bending and pash 
Maarcya and Gunsett are a first- terping. Line is seen again in finale 
rate ballroom dance team with novel in Latin number, and show ability 
and striking routines, featuring and training. Band, playing from 
thrilling lifts, spins and acrobatics. pit, backs up show fairly well but al- 
Their waltz and tango contributions most drowns out vocalists. 
Good b.o. house on sho iught. 


cm: A a 
2 


attain a high degree of smoothness, - 
or ¢ 1 ‘ ats ” 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK MAY 16 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


Le Coq Reuge 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Bela Bizony 
Rudi Timfield 


Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Nerida Orc 
Don Richards 
Billingtons 
Annette 
Sherry Britton 
De Simone Dane 


Monte Carlo 


Ted Straeter Ore 
John Buckmaster 











Loew 








Cabaret Bills 


Old Roumanian 
Joe La Porte Ore 
Cass Franklin 
Ann Toback 
Sadie Banks 
Chiquita Venezia 











NEW YORK CITY , 
State (15) 

Cristiani Tr 

Ethel Shutta | 

Henry Armetta 

Dick Stabile Ore 

Mary Jane Smith 


WASHINGTON | 
Capitol (16) j 
Rhythm Rockets 


Bea Saxon 
Don Rice 
Salici Puppets 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Jayne Manners 


Beachcomber 








Paramount 


Lester Lanin Ore 
Chavez Orc 
Carmen D’Antonio 
Toy & Wing 
Rica Martine 

Bill Bertolotti’s 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (14) 

Alvino Rey Orc 

King Sis 

Jack Leonard 

Eddie Bracken 

Duffins 


CHICAGO Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Chicago (16) Frederica 


Eddie Duchin Ore 
State Lake (16) 
Ada Leonard U 
MIAMI 
Olympia (15-18) 
R & E Smith 
Nan Rae Co 


Pat Williams 
Eleanor Knight 
Lynn & Marianne 
Dorothy Allen 
Lois Palmer 


Bill's Gay 90’s 





Chick & Lee 


Charles Strickland 
Lulu Bates 


Ted Lester 








RKO 


Fred Bishop 

Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 





Bernivici Co 
Pan American Fol 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (16) 
Marcus Rev 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (16) 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Royal Guards 
3 Sailors 
King & Arlena 
(9) 


Latin Quarter Rev 

Emil Boreo 

Frank Mazzone Co 

Henry Therrien 

Patricia Joyce 

Lela Moore 

Grisha & Brona 

Noni & Leonarda 

Helen Carroll 

Ray & Trent 

Sybil Bowan 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (16) 


| Royal Guards 


Cafe Pierre 
Bob Knight Ore 
Adrie’ne Matzenauer 

Cafe Society 

(Midtewn) 
John Kirby Ore 
Eddie South Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Jack Gilford 


(9) 
Abe Lyman Orc 


Arren & Broderick 
King & Arlena 
DAYTON 
Colonial (16) 
Waikiki Nights 
Harry Savoy 
Dixon Co 


Manahinos Cafe Society 
Inez Gamble (Village) 
D & J Forde Henry Allen Ore 


Kenneth Spencer 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Art Tatum 


Charles a Co 


Maid in America 


Rio Bres Helena Horne 
Mack Bros Ammons & Johnson 
Paul Sydell Co Casine Russe 
Conrads 


Cornel’s Codolban O 
Kris Kay Orc 

Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Dmitri Matyienko 
Yanco Borca 

Lunia Nesterova 


Danny & Edith 
Burton Dahl 
M & B Whelan 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (16-18) 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Gaudsmith Bros 





Horace Heidt Ore 


Tina Boleva 


Christi rth 
ristine Forsythe Georges Stefanescu 








Warner 


Claremont Ina 
Joe Ricardel Ore 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 








NEW YORK CITY | 
Strand (16) } 


Tommy Tucker Orc! 
Victor McLaglen 
el Rios 

Swifts 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (16) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Gil Lamb 
Olsen & Shirley 
9) 


( 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Btump & Stumpy 
Hector Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (16) 
iro Rimac Ore 
fosa Costello 





Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Roy Sedley 
Diana Fontaine 


Emmett Oldfield Co 
Nino & Lenora 


(9) . 

Wayne Kin -_ Frankie Hyers 

§ Rendell dis. one mareey 
Monocled Amba’ dors ye cog 

Tommy Wonder & B i *> if a 

Don Cummings pig Pindicasr 

WASHINGTON Club Gaucho 
Farle (16) Don Avendano Ore 


Gae Foster Gls 
Marina Lord 

3 Read Sis 
Wesson Bros 
Siggy Lane 


Currito & Coral 
Winnie Duncan 
Olga Barat 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 


Copacabana 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Frank Marti Ore 
Mara 


(9) 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Evetyn Farney 
Emmett Oldfield 
Joe Rardin 








Independent 


Yvette 

Tito. Coral 

Carla & Fernando 
Adele Norales 
Samba Sirens 


Cuban Casine 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (15) 
Ann Roselle 
John Mulholland | 
Hilda Eckler 
Tim Wong Tr | 
Yrace Panzint 
Rockettes 
yorps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (15) 
Marty May 
Jack Powell 
Belitt & Eng Bros 
Ben Yost Co 
Paul Ash Ore 
Apolle (16) 
Louis Armstrong O 
Timmie & Freddy 
Sammy Woods 
Ann Baker 
Carl & Harriet 
Alberta Perkins 
Helen Stuart 
fohn Mason Co 
fimmy Baskette 
AKRON 
Palace (16-19) 
Wayne King Orc 
8 Randall Sis 
T & B Wonder 
Don Cummings 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (15) 


Crazy Show 
Milt Britton Ore 
isabel Jewell 
C & B Floyd 
Al Gordon Co 
State (18-21) 
Uncle Ezra Show 
(15-17) 


CAMDEN 
Towers (17-18) 
Max & Gang 
Cina & Cortez 
Pritchard & Loru 
Jed Dooley Co 
8 Continentals 


ELIZABETH 
Liberty (15-18) 
Elizabeth Co 
Joseph Watson 
§ DeMarco Kids 
Lewis & Rogers 
3 Speed Kings 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (16) 
oulands ~ 


Hal Sherman 


Consuelo Moreno 
Don Casanova 
Dimas & Belen 

Effi Dorre 

Diamond Horseshee 
Dr Rockwell 

Mae Murray 

Nita Naldi 

Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 


HARTFORD 
State (16-18) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 


Beatrice Kaye 

Paul Winchell 

NEWARK 
Adams (16-18) 
Count Basie Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 





Johnson & Ammons| Ross Wyse, Jr 
Whitey Co June Mann 
PHFLADELPHIA | Della Lind 

| Carman (20-22) Geo Fontana 

Statler 2 Lila Lee 

|Carlo & Carol Gilda Gray 

| Bell Tr Charles King 
(Two to fill) Mangean Sis 

(16-19) Clyde Hager 


Burns 2 & B 


| Edwin George El Chico 

| Hylton Sis Don Alberto Ore 
| Carroll & Howe |} Juan Martinez 
|4 Sidneys |Gloria Belmonte 
| PITMAN Antonita 


Maria Lopez 
|Charro Gil 8 

El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Qre 
Don Devodi Ore 
Reva Reyes 


| Broadway (17 only) 

Uncle Ezra Show 
WASHINGTON | 
Howard (16) | 
|Cats & Fiddle | 
| Anise & Aland | 
Bogash & Bardine | 
| 


| 
} 
' 
| 


Peg Leg Bates Famous Door 
PROVIDENCE Sylvan Green Orc 
Metropolitan |3 Heat Waves 

(16-18) | Gayle Gaylord 

Larry Clinton Orc |Ford Crane 

Dinah Shore Princess Aloma 

rane doar C Hoherty Gls 

ane & Ward 
TORRINGTON Werbidden Cily 

Alhambra (17-18) | Sal Cabral Ore 

6 Grays Maya Keila 

Ray & Harrison Hoo Shee 

Maginis i Jue Fong 





Chin Wan 
Gr’owi'’h Village Inn 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Velyne Hague 
Ruth Kidd 
Dolly Reckless 
Frank McCormick 
Havana-Madrid 
Froilan Maya Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O 
Rosita Ortega 


| Harrington & Green 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove 
(18 only) 
Burns 2 & E 
Edwin George 
Hylton Sis 
Carroll & Howe . 
4 Sidneys 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (12-14) 
Count Basie Orc 
Chuck & Chuckles 


Doogie Woogie co eet adaies 
oogie Co Las Adelitas 
YOUNGSTOWN Villarino 


Palace (20-21) Delores DeLeon 





oey Dean 
Handman & LeVere 
Marie MecMitian Co 
Cy Landry’ 


Wayne King Orc 
3 Randall Sis 

T & B Wonder 
Don Cummings 


Hickory House 


Ray Conniff Ore 
Harriet Clark 





ee ae 


NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Astor 


Dick Kuhn Ore 
Sande Williams Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
Arthur Ravel Ore 

Joe Pafumy Ore 
Lueille Johnson 

Gwen Gary 
Sonny Tufts 
Dacita 
Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Hotel Brevoort 
Paula Lawrence 
Paco Sierra 


Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bernice Manning 
| Bill Farrell 

| Joe Ravazo 
Vincent de Costa 
| Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Orc 
Ashburns 


Ralnbow Room 


'Matty Maineck Ore 
Velero Sis Ore 
Chandra Kaly Danc 
Mili Monti 

Walton & O'Rourke 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Pancho Ore 
C Cavellero Orc 
Jimmy Savo 





Carroll & Gormos 


Ruban Bleu 


| stilarea Bailey 
| Brenda Forbes 
Delta Boys 


Russian Kretchma 
Nicolas Matthey O 
Peter Nemiroff Ore 
Olga Ivanova 
Nastia Pollakova 

| Marusia Sava 

Adia peinetaed 
|Senia Karavae 

| Michel Michon 

; Mishi Uzdanoff 
|Arjsiak Arafelova 


| Sawdust Trail 
| Al Sexton 

|Carol Lynn 

| Annie Kent 

|  Spivy’s Roof 
| < 

Spivy 

Haywood & Allen 


|Frank Shuman 
| Vera Sanoff 


| Stork Club 
| Sonny Kendis Ore 
|Ray Benson Ore 
Gloria Hope 
Jovita. Hampe 
Versailles 
M Bergere Orc 
| Panchito Ore 
| Doris 
| Joe E Lewis 
Grace McDonald 
| Village Barn 
‘Jack Denny Orc 
Bud Sweeney 
Martin & Servo 
Whirlitg Top 


Teddy King Orc 
Jerry Blanchard 


| orak Williams 
! 


Martin & Allen 
Myrus 
Gis 


Dorben 

Herb Foote 
Franke’s Casine 

Harriet Ehrlick 

Rocky Ellsworth 

Billle Webb 

Ann Anderson 

| Dick Conrad 

| Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 





Ding Bell Orc 
Thelma Mitchell 
Hi Hat 


| Jack Marshall 

| Ruth Wayne 
Marshall & Shield 
Alphonse Berg 
Anita Lane 

Carol Dean 
Younger Gis 
Eddie Fens Ore 


Ivanhoe 
Florence. Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
4 Bards 
Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Fifi de Villerie 
Isobel de Marco 


Liberty Inn 


Deone Page 
Jean Williams 
Joan Dixon 
Lou Reynolds 
Connie Austin 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Orc 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Manfred Gotthelf 
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Tana 

Sam Ray 
Julius Monk 
Norbert Faconl 
Margaret Scott 


Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Nar Baron Orc 


race Morgan 
Lucille Matthews 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Aggie Auld 
Napua 

Leilani Iaea 
Nani Todd 

Lehua Paulson 


Motel Lincoln 
Harry James Orc 


Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 


Peter Kent Orc 
Ross McLean 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Orc 
Jose Dominguez O 
Jack Waldron 
Elenore Wood 
Hibbert, Byrd Co 
Winton & Diane 
Bunny Howard 
Ginger Dulo 
Sylvia Barry 


Hotel Pennsylvania 


Gene Krupa Ore 
Bob Eberle 


Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Chiquito Orc 
De arcos 
Paul Haakon 
Josephine Huston 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Jose Morand Orc 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Orc 
Hildegarde 
Leo Kahn 


Hotel Shelton 
Johnny Johnson O 


Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 

Dave Martin Orc 
Dee Williams 
Yank Porter 
Dick Fulbright 
Bill Dillard 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Ford Harrison Orc 
Lolo & Ramon 
Florence & Alvarez 
Betty Biack 
Jaye Martin 

Hotel St. 
Hal 
Gus 


Regis 
Saunders Ore 
Martel Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Frankie Masters 
Phyllis Myles 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Miguelito Valdes 
Lina Romay 
Margo 
Gypsy Markoff 
Evelyn Tyner 
H Williams Trio 
Iceland Restaurant 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Jack Lane Co 
Benton Twins 
Danny White 


Kelly’s Stable 


Stuff Smith Orc 
Viola Jefferson 
La Conga 

Jack Harris Orc 
Noro Morales Ore 
Beatrice & Capella 
Jay & Lou Seiler 
Lazara & Castell’os 
Josephine Del Mar 

La Martinique 
Eddie Oliver Orc 
Herbert Curbello O 
Danny Kaye 
Adrienne 
Claire & Arena 


oO 





Betty Bruce 
Gower & Jeanne 
Sara Ann McCabe 


Biltmore Bow) 


Jimmy Castle 
Titans 

Dorothy Brandon 
Armand & Lita 
3 Dee's 

Corinna Mura 
Leon & Mace 
Chuck Foster Orc 


Casa Manana 


Marianne Dunne 
David Allen 
Jack Teagarden O 


Cocoanut Grove 


Mary Parker 

Billy Daniel 

Jimmy Brierly 
Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Orc 


Earl Carroll 


Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 

6 Debonairs 

Beryl Wallace 
Frankie Conville 
Mary Peterbeck 
Helen O’Hara 
Sunny Dale 

Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 
St Clair & Day 
Rhumba Orc 

Slate Bros 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Orc 
Florentine Garden 


NTG Anniversary 
Fred Scott 

Low, Hite & Stanl’y 
Sugar Geise 

David Marshall Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Club 


Charlie Foy 
Leonard Sues 

Jerry Lester 
Maxine Lewis 
Edaie Calvert 

Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Mary Healy 

Neville Fileeson 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Grace Hayes 
Rebecca Hayes 


House 
Dolores 
Frankie Gallagher 
Hal Chanslor 
Jean Neunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Bob Murphy 

‘It’ Cafe 
| Dave Forrester Orc 


of Murphy 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pamp Room) 


Val Oman Orc 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Collette & Barry 
| Hadley Gis 
| Blackhawk 
| Ted Fio Rito Orc 
| Earle Leslie 
Grandfat'r’s Follies 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Janet Fulton 
Brevoert Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
3 Niblics 
Peggy Lester 
Bob Billings 
Broadmoni 
Buddy Lake 
Honey Chile 
Betty Coeds 
Anita Page 
Saily Barr 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 
Chez Paree 
Lou Breese Orc 
Gertrude Niesen 
Jimmy Rae 
Cole Danc 
Frank Libuse 
16 Commanders 
Lois Waliner 
Evans Gls 








Lilvan Dell 
Susan & Christine 


| Marion Eddy 


LOS ANGELES 


La Conga 


Theodores 
Leon Navara Orc 


| Phillip Lopez Orc 


Macambo Cafe 


| Humbertos Bd 


Phil Ohman’s Ore 

| Palladium 

|Glenn Miller Orc 
Paris Inn 


Kenny Henryson 
Dominic 


Marg’rite & M’rtinez 


|} Henry Monet 

| Revue Parisienne 

Heien Harrison 

'Helen Miller 

;Chuck Henry Ore 

Pirates Den 

|Pegleg Happeney 

Bugs Wilson 

Henry Grant 

|Gaby La Fitte 

Black Andy 

|Flo Ash 

| Marjorie Raymond 

Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhum boogie 

|4 Kit Cats 

3 Rockets 

Dorothy Garbo 

Cee Pee Johnson O 


Scheherazade Cafe 


Yascha Borowski 
Alex Morison 
Sandra Karina 
Russian Gypsy 
Seven Seas 
Lilia Kipikona 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Mike Wike 
Charlie Openui 
| Bobby Mathews 
Johnie Bright Ore 
Somerset House 


| Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee 
Swanne Inn 
Slim & Slam 
Gladys Bentley 
| Topsy’s 
|The Topsyettes 
|} John Maloney 
Paul Locke 
Maurie Sherman 
Wilshire Bowl 
Velascos 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 


Ore 


CHICAGO 


Club Alabam 


Mickey Dunn 
Alan Rogers 
Marion Moore 


Harriet Norris 
Allen Coe 
Bernie Adler 
Effie Rurron 
Paullette La 
Dava Unell Orc 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Minuet 
Helene Carol 
Rita Ray 
Alvira Morton 
Ethel Brown 
Fillmrore Sherman 
Art Fischers Orc 
Del Estes 
i Colony Club 
Bobby Ramos Orc 
| Monchita Ore 
| Colosimos 
Tirza 
Ralph Cook 
Jack Prince 
Roy Rogers 
Frank Quatrell 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
‘Bernie Cummings 
' Rosita & Devo 





Pierre 


Ore 


————————— OE 


New Yorker 


| Billy Gray 
Patricia Brent 


Moods 
artzells 
Alex Perel 
Mary Camp 
Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Ore 


Old Heldelberg 
Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Loule & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 


Palmer House 
(Empire Reom) 


Jan Garber 

Eddy Howard 

Bob Evans 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Perez Four 

Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 


(Panther Room) 


Jan Savitt Orc 
Callahan Sis 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Jackie Richardg Gls 
Miidred Anderson 
Dottie Dayne 
Collette & Galle 
Lois Young 

Joe Gerken 

Ralph Lynden Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Billy Carr 
Margret Faber Gls 
Anita Jacobi 
Dian Rowland 
Dorothy Keller, 
Jai Leta 
Jimmy Ray 
Lewis Sis 
Lloyd & Willis 
Carrie Finnell 
Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Todd’s Theatre-Cafe 


Prof Lamberti 
Ben Yost Singers & 
Paul Remos Co 
Coriell 

Joe Wallace 
Raymond Wilburt 
Todd Gis 

Joe Sanders Ore 
Les Browa Orc 





PHILADELPHIA 


Club Bali 


Alan Fielding 

Bali-lovelies 

Juanita 

| Enrica & Novello 

|Zedra de la Conde 

$3 Radio Aces 

Geraldo & Helen 

Juanita Juarez 

| Ben Franklin 

Vera Fern 

Townsends 

| Raiph Eastwood 

| Mona Wilson 

Leo Zollo Ore 
Cadillac Tavern 

| Harry Dobbs Ore 

‘Cadillac Caperettes 

Ben Perry 

Darlene 

| Montez & Maria 

Henrique & Adri’ne 

Gallagher & Rush 


Carroll’s 


Charlie Gainest Ore 
Harry Rose 

Grace Gordon 
Waneta Bates 
Bobby Vail 

Wilbur Rance 


Club 15 


Harriet Hale 
Smythe & Dolores 
Ad Lib 
Barbara Stone 
Carol Kane 
Margie Hill 
Rose Venuti 

Di Pinto's 


Flash Lane 
Lillian Kuvak 
Marie Liberton 
Dolores Dell 
Joe Wayne 


Ore 


Dottie Verrae 
Eddie King Orc 

Embassy 
yeo Clifford 
Deané Denise 
Beverly Sis 
Fran Urban 
Susan Lang 
Billie Dee 


Carlos Reyes Ore 
Curt Weiler Orc 
Evergreen Casino 
Beth Challis 
Nitza & Ravell 
Madeline White 
Doris Elliott 
Pat Shevlin Ure 
Carolyn Knight 
4-U Bar 
Gloria Dale 
Brooks Sis 
Tom Plunkett 
Fred Lasprelle 
Kay Partell 
Marie Fitzpatrick 
Eileen Gravell 
1523 Locust 
Marian Proctor 
Rose Marie Kenny 
Pola Montoya 
Bubbles Shelby 
Grace O'Hara 
Keller Sis 
Loune Roda 
King’s Swing Orc 
Gay 90’s Cafe 
Pinky Lee 
Phil Wood Orc 
Strut Flash 
Nat Wilson 
May Joy 
Spic & Span 
Juanita Gomez 


| (H Walton Roof) 
| Tenore Sola 
| Glamour Gls 
| Helen Heath 
Bob Russell 
| Vera Neva 
Frank Paris 
| Maurice & Cordoba 
| Grace Corwin 
| Michael Sandina 
| Ahearns 
| Rese Gallo 
| Lou Morrison 
| Neil Fontaine Or+ 
| Mata & Hari 


' Jam Session 
Geo Verrechia 


, Mickey House 
| Billy Kretchmer 


| Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Jimmy Venuti Ore 
Dottie Winters 
Jack Griffin 

| De Mayos (2) 

| Chiquita 

| Pen Raymond ° 
| Agnes Barry 


| Little Rathskeller 


13 Radio Aces 

{Sally Keith 

Joan Woods 

DeLloyd McKay 

Al Stone 

Victor Hugo’s Orc 
Manoa Inn 


Jack Hutchinson 

Paul Brachard 

Don & Dorese 

Leroi 

| Nancy Newell 

|Glamour Gls (3) 

Lola Clair 

Edythe Sallade 

Frank Cuneo Orc 
Mayo’s 

Gus Johnson Ore 

Danny Montgomery 

| Paul Kane 

Lolita 

Billie Chester 

Jacqueline Herman 

4 Octaves 

Bill Batley 

Bill Hughes 

|} Alan Wood 

Minstrel Tavern 


4 Tones 

Margie Rose March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 

Helen Marriott 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Cooks 


Leonard 
| Marrone & Gallo 
Pryde & Dell 
Mary Eller 
Havenaires (4) 
Ray Hottinger Orc 
Old Falls Tavern 
Betty Hoffman 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Jane Reese 
Buck Calhoun 
Andy Russell 
, Jean O'’Neiil 
| Open Door Cafe 
Myrna Lee 
Marita 
Bonnie Waters 
Mildred Kay 
Judy Manners 
Len Lenehan 
Irving Braslow 

Palumbo’s 
Bucks 


Lucky 
Lavee Twins 
Irene Kaye 
Barnett & Barclay 
Little Joe & Jean 
Johnny Leary 
Yvonettes 
Park Casino 
|; Pk Casino Trou'dors 
Frank Hall 
Stephanie & Craig 
, Edith Delaney 
Margot Wells 
Rainbow T@rrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Cecil Golly Ore 
Mildred Stoully 
Gene Hyman 
Jimmy Engler 
Hal Fifer 


Roman Grille 


Earle Wilt 
Loretta & Lavarre 
pAdel De Vere 
Dick Jones 
| Mildred Gilson 
Eddy Hockney 
Rol Parker Orc 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Beale St Boys 
University 3 
| Spatola’s Grille 
Bob & The Twins 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Henry Marionettes 





Girard & Lawrence | 


Phil Fletcher 

Wilson Sis 

Ruth Templeton 

Tony Bennett Ore 

Virginia Lawler 

Bella Belmont 
Silver Fleet Inn 

Bib Phil 

Elaine Hinkle 

Chic Lauler 

Babs Roth 

Max Levin 

Joe Lenny 

Harry Small 

Joe Scotty 


Silver Lake Inn 


Dottie Villard 

Geo Reed 

Alice Lucey 

Dents & Anita 

Frank Hesse! Orc 

Stamp’s 

Barry, Prince & C 

Judy Toppy 

Vic Earlson 

3 Loose Nuts 

Jelly Beans 

Margie Drummond 

Johnny Welsh 
Swan Club 

Jay Jason 

4 Lavernes 

Grace O'Hara 

Kathryn King 

Lenore Jackson 

Henry Patrick Ore 


Alpine Village 
John Tio 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 


Fl Dumpo 


Bob Manners Ore 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 


Freddie's Cafe 


Gale Parker 
Tubby Rieves 
Lenore Line 


Gourmet Club 


Eddie Robinson Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
Jean Marshail 


Hotel Carter 


Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 


Hotel Cleveland 


Lang Thompson O 
Margaret English 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Loren Parsons 
Janice George 
Sanford Mandel 
Bobby Allen 
Barry Wilkinson 
(Motor Bar) 
Pete Vera 
Bowery 
Wini Shaw 
3 Novack Sis 
Jack Buchanan 
Arden Danc 
Dian Rowland 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 
Casanova 
Beth Farrell 
Claire Williams 
Jack & Gerry 
Bob Boucher 
Great Ziegfrid 
Bob Stanley Co 
Lee Walter Orc 
Corktown Tavern 
Beef Trust 
Good & Goodle 
Prof Crump 
Orlando 
The Wests 
Jackie Del Rio 
Dick Haviland 
| Les Arquette Orc 
Hund’s 
3 Old Timers 
Manuel Lopez 
| London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 
Chet Everhart 
Ruby Orc 

















Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Buddy. Duray 
Joe Foder Orc 
|Madelon Baker 
Nebiolo’s 
Di Giovanni 
Frederick & Collins 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
6 Vanettes 
Leonard Seel Orc 


Rev 


Anchorage 
Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Dedne 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 

Baleonades 
Buddy Carlson Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Marvin Dale Ore 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
| Reggie Dvorak 
Club Petite 

Pete Ori 
Smiley 
|Art Schamberg 
Johnnie Bower 
Ruth Stevens 
Mary Kennon 
Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 

El Chico 
Ramoni Ore 
Rossi Sis 
Lolita Cordoba 
Carlos & Carita 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
| Johnny Mitchel! 
Jessica Wheatles 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 


Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill: 
Stan Rucker Or 
Bob White 
Jim Blake 
Lou Forman 

(Gay 90's! 

Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 


(Continued 





Ore | 


Piccolo 
Betty 





20th Century 


3 Peppers 
OChocolateers 
Men of Rhythm 


Warwick Hotel 
Ray Morton Orc 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 

Pen Bannerman 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Moran & Wiser 

Rosinda 

Thea Silton 

Hollywood Blondes 

Prin Orelis & Pete 

Dot Garsey 

Al Goldecker 

Syd Golden 

| Raths’r Eldoradiang 

| Dave Pierson 





Wilson's 
| Kippy Velez 
Capt Eldrege 
La Fleur & Manners 
Margo Wells 
Rhythmaniacs 
| Joe Hough 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Art Mathews 


Yacht Club 
Pat Purcell 
Mary Lore 
Mickey Pearl 
Helen Wilson 
Mary Navis 





CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Joyce Ore 
Mary Wine. 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sammy Watkins O 
Terry Lawlor 
; Collette & Barry 
|5 Fauvers 
| Stoan & Gary 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 

La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 

Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Peurl de Lucca 
| Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 

Southern Tavern 
Lee Allen Orc 
| 3700 Club 
| Tucker & Tremaine 
Art West 
Roma Huston 
Arlene Daye 





DETROIT 


Northwoed Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Harry Schilling 
|Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 
| Charles Costello Ore 
MeColl Sis 

Palin Beach 


Bobby Jones 
Jimmy Dale 
Virginia Vaughn 
Don Pablo Orc 
Huck’s Redford ings 
Mac McGraw Orc 
Club Royale 
Donald Nevis 
Wesson Bros 
Rosalean & Seville 
| Maxine Turner 
Virginia Manche 
Stan Norris Ore 
Saks Show Bar 
Harry Rose 
|3 Crandall Sis 
Billy Meagher 
Harriet Brent 
Valyne Hague 
yonzalo & Beryl 
Pete Viera Orc 
Statler Hotel 


Gloria Hart 

Orlando 

Fausto Curbelo Ore 
San Diece 

George Presnell 

Al Alexander Ore 

Beverly & Richards 

Prosper & Wolfe 


Verne’s 
Ann Lee 
Kina & Yuka 
Ming 


Dick Hughes 

Harry Collet Orc 
Whittier Hotel 
(Geld Cub Room) 


Tony Patti 
Wonder Bar 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
Red Clarke Orc 
Ebble Schaub 
Paula Harvey 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Don Bari Ore 
Shirley Jeane 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Rita Seaman 
Buzz Mayer 
Jack Calhoun 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Baron Elliott Ore 
Billy Cover 
Michael Strange 


Marianne Kreig 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 

| Kennywood Park 

| Bob Chester Ore 

| Merry-Go-Round 

| Bubbles Becker Ore 
Danny Bridges 
Frances Stone 

New Penn 

Henry Blauth Ore 
Don Andre 

Jean Lord 
Chauncey 

| Louis & Roy 


\ Nixon Cafe 
Ai Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 

| Howard Brooks 
| D’'Ivons 
Dancing Debs 


Nut House 


Dale Harkness 
George Greeg 

Evelyn Nellis 

Kay Balfe 


on page 54) 
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Crouse Separates Lindsay From More a FACTION ONS TQ 


‘Arsenic’ Profits and Angels Divvy 346 AVAWIETY SURVEY 








Nearly $50,000 in profits has been | 
cut up among the score and one 
backers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
(Fulton, N. Y¥., and Grand, Chicago, ) 
to date. Biggest disbursement was 
made last week, when checks for ap- 
proximately $34,000 were sent out. 
First profits, given the angels about 
a month ago, amounted to $15,000. 

Included in the recent payoff was 
a small part of the money obtained 
for the picture rights. Plenty more 
to come, say Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse, while backers opened 
special savings accounts to gloat 
over the pickings. Only thing that 
seems to worry ’em is that the Gov- 
ernment will collect a good hunk of 
their profits via upped taxes. 

It was Crouse’s turn to make the 
divvy and accompanying the checks 
was a letter. Reference to the cool- 
ing system is the show’s share of the 
plant’s cost at the Fulton Lindsay 
is appearing in ‘Life with Father’ at 
the Empire, but standees have not 
been much in evidence there during 


spring. ‘Father’ is the comedy con- 
cocted by L. & C. and is making 
plenty for them, not to mention 


Oscar Serlin and others. Joseph 
Kesserling is the author of ‘Arsenic,’ 
but the producers and some of the 
backers are getting most of the pub- 
licity. Crouse’s letter: 

Dear Angy-Wangy: 

You may breathe easier! .‘Open 
Hearted’ Crouse, the backers’ boy 
friend, has managed to get hold of 
the checkbook again and if I can 
keep Lindsay out of the office for 
a few minutes (I’ve sent him out 
for a left-handed curtain rope) I'll 
see that you really get a check. 

I think the old boy suspected 
that sooner or later I'd get my 
hand in the cash register because 
he has been sending out money 
like mad—but none of it to you! A 
fine thing—money for a _ cooling 
system (why can’t the customers 
bring their own fans); money for 
a partition in the back of the house 
(he hates standees, except at the 


Empire); money for lawyers (Kes- 
serling wrote a lawyer into the 
play, but Lindsay claims he’s an 


+ 
7 
{ 


N. Y. THEATRE GROUP 


Not to Be Confused With the N. Y. 
Group Theatre—Toledo Stock 








Troupe planning a summer stock 
season at Lakemont Landing, new 
resort near Toledo, is the New York 
Theatre Group, not the Group Thea- 
tre, as reported. Outfit, of which 
Jan Lindermann is director, was or- 
ganized in 1939 and has been active 
since then. 

New York’s Group Theatre pro- 
duced such Broadway plays as ‘Men 
in White,’ ‘Waiting for Lefty,’ 
‘Golden Boy,’ etc. 


NO ‘BAD SHOW 
TOWNS —UBO 








‘There are no bad towns,’ so far as 
business is concerned, provided the 
shows are alright. So explained 
United Booking Office people in re- 
gard to the inference that certain 
stands on the road are not so good 
for legit. What was really meant 
was that managers decline to play 
certain territory for varied reasons, 
|one being that too much expense is 
involved in making the jumps. Such 
stands are ‘bad’ in the sense that not 
enough shows play during the season 
for a decent financial showing to be 
made. 

There has been a tendency for 
people residing in smaller towns to 
journey to larger cities in the area 
to seek entertainment. This is made 
comparitively easy by autos and im- 
proved roadways and is also the rea- 
son why the smaller stands rarely 
get shows. Condition of theatres is 
also a factor in locals motoring to 
the cities for stage fare, and houses 
that are well operated and 
tained lure the small-towners. 


Business drawn by shows in up- 





ofistage lawyer and we can’t use 
him). 

But there’s still money left and | 
am going to throw it around! We 
got the first check from the movie 
sale and I found it hidden in Lind- 
say’s bathroom. He had the~Chi- 
cago profits in a sugar-bowl in the 
kitchen, but I-dug them out. And 
you're going to have them unless 
Lindsay refuses to buy stamps for 
these letters, and I wouldn’t put it 
past him! 

I am also passing out awards this 
week, this being the season for | 
prizes. No. 1 goes to Angel Leland 
Hayward for arranging a deal with 
Columbia Pictures to postpone 
Boris Karloff’s picture contract 
that would have taken him out of 
the Brewster cellar this summer. 
He doesn’t have to leave until Feb- 
ruary, 1942, now. No. 


Angel Paul Streger for working 


out what everybody calls the best | 


sale contract for any movie deal 
that’s ever been written. (We feel 
sure the only better cast of angels 
is in Heaven.) 

You can be sure that Iam watch- 
ing over your interests with great 
care. Angel Frank Sullivan es- 
caped from his keepers the other 
night and got backstage and issued 
an order raising everybody's sal- 
ary 50%. I got there just in time. 
Mr. Sullivan is expected to be up | 
and around again in time to ap- 
pear with Angel Richard Sylvester | 
Maney, the Seattle lush, on ‘In- | 
formation Please.’ 


Of course this may be the last | 
Lindsay | 


money you will ever see if 
gets the checkbook back. How- 
ever, I hope to have a heart-to- 
heart talk with him in your inter- 
ests. I say this only to let you 


know that if he does send you any | 


money you'll know that the fellow 


state New York and New England 
|furnishes examples. “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner’ got $5,200 at the 
| Stanle y, a picture house in Utica, the 
|take being almost as much as when 
the road ‘Hellzapoppin’ played there. 
‘Dinner’ also did very well in Bing- 
hamton with a count of $2,500 in the 
| highschool auditorium. “The Student 
| Prince’ got surprising business in 
Providence. 

Providence and Atlanta have been 
mentioned as bad show towns be- 
| cause they had been getting very 
'few bookings. Allegation that Min- 
neapolis citizens were backward in 
|seeing shows brought a rejoinder 
| from the local manager that it isn’t 
ltrue. There is also a legend about 
Louisville being only so-so, but that 
isn’t true for all shows playing there. 





2 goes to| 


‘OPERA SINGER LEFT 
$1,000,000 ESTATE 


Detroit, May 13. 
An estate which her attorney esti- 
mated would run ‘close to $1,000,000’ 
was surprisingly revealed when the 
will of Mrs. Mergaret S. Hoexter was 


| filed for probate May 9, the day after 
|her death here. A former operatic 
| Singer who appeared under her 
| maiden name of Marguerite Schuil- 

‘ing, she had retired: nearly 20 years 
| ago after singing in opera throughout 
Europe and the U. S. 

She hed quietly amassed the for- 
'tune in Detroit through investments 
|and real estate operations, the attor- 
| ney, A. W. Jacquemain, declared. He 
‘and her husband, Herman, chief 
beneficiary under her will, were 
named co-administrators. Other prin- 





who is responsible is your ever | cipal heirs are her two sons, Donald, 


loving producer, 
Russel Crouse. 


| 12, end Robert 16. She was 46 at the 


i'time of her death. 


main- | 


—_ 


Of the Returns Already In, 


Most Mayors Favor Mu- 

| nicipal -Sponsored Plan, 
But See More Important 
Local Needs 





7 CITIES HEARD FROM 


American zest and enthusiasm for 
, municipally-sponsored grand opera 
| throughout the United States. Re- 
cently, VARIETY asked 12 opera im- 


presarios and singers of first-rank | 


importance to comment on what was 
‘needed in the U.S. to further grand 
opera. City-owned opera houses and 
Government subsidies of one sort or 
another were the general consensus. 
Reactions from the mayors of large 
cites generally reflect their desire 
for municipal opera. Other municipal 
needs, however, are generally the 
reasons why the chief magistrate 








Budgetitis seems to encompass the | 





| 


|in each community feels that civic- | 


sponsored opera is something not to 
be reckoned with at least immedi- 
ately. 

Seven cities have been heard 
from, Milwaukee, Los Angeles, Port- 
land, Ore.; Detroit, Kansas City, 
| Philadelphia and Baltimore. Mayors 


' 
| 
| 
} 
! 


‘ 
| 


Zeidler of Milwaukee, Qowron of | 
Los Angeles, Riley of Portland and | 


Jeffries of Detroit are among those | 


‘New Mass. Law Clips Herrick’s 


Shubert Agcy. 


on Ticket Resales 





Inviting a Loss 





Joe Flynn, legit p.a., returned 
to New York last week from a 
season ahead of a touring show. 
After a couple of days being 
buttonholed along Broadway he 
had special business’ cards 
printed and handed them to 
hopeful greeters. 


Cards carried the statement: 
‘At home at Plymouth hotel be- 
tween 2 and 4 p.m. weekdays for 
touches.’ 


23 ON EQUITY 
COUNCIL SLATE 


There 











Equity’s council, largest list yet of- 
fered the membership at an annual 
election. It was thought that the 
new rules providing for 50% more 
names than places to be filled would 
satisfy the membership, being a 
change from the usual 10 nominees 
on the slate, but eight independents 
also were added. Besides, there 
will be several names as replace- 


who’ve evinced considerable interest | es councillors. 


in the municipal idea. 


MGRS. LINE UP 
DEFENSE FOR 
SUN. SHOWS 


As the end of Equity’s trial period 
'of Sunday performances without ad- 
ditional pay approaches (June 1), 
James F. Reilly, of the League of 


New York Theatres, is assembling 
idata. The figures will be presented 
to Equity and are expected to show 
that Sundays have been a principal 
factor in keeping shows lighted 
which might have folded some time 
ago. His material may be supple- 
mented by statements from those 
show managements who favor such 
performances. 

Three or four outstanding ex- 
amples of shows known to have been 
benefited will be cited, notably ‘To- 
bacco Road’ (Forrest). Latter’s tak- 
ings on 20 successive Sunday after- 
noons averaged $698, as against $389 
average on previous Wednesday 
matinees. Average gross Sunday 
nights has been $681, which doubled 
the average Monday evening. ‘Road’ 
is still advertising ‘last weeks’ and 
it is generally conceded the long- 
run drama would have stopped but 
for Sundays. 











Equity does not say whether it 
will okay the continuance of Sun- 
days or not. It wants to be shown 


that members have been benefited. 
‘Case histories’ of other shows are 
being analyzed, including ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ (Winter Garden) and ‘Johnny 
Belinda’ (Longacre). 

‘It Happens on Ice’ (Center) is 
not being included in Reilly’s sur- 
vey, because its management is not 
in the League, but that show has 
averaged good takings on Sundays 
since opening. At this time ‘Ice’ 
matinees are stronger than nights on 
Sunday and it is possible the latter 
performance will be dropped dur- 
ing summer. Originally, when ‘Ice’ 
played on the Sabbath, the matinee 
was ignored. 





Tony Buttitta, of Art Agency Asso- 
ciates, goes to Roanoke Island, N. C., 
about June 1 to do advance drum- 

| beating for ‘The Lost Colony.’ 


'persons on the 


A petition had previously been 
bas placing the name of Alan 
Hewitt in nomination. Late Friday 
another petition signed by some 200 


members placed another half dozen 
ballot. The eight 


| indie candidates will be grouped to- 


gether On a separate ballot, which 


| will be mailed to the membership 


along with the regular ticket. Dead- 


jline for nominations by petition is 
|20 days prior to election, which is 
| dated June 6. Therefore further in- 


dependent nominations must be on 


|hand at the end of this week. 


Cause of Hewitt, who is a one- 
year replacement member of coun- 
cil, was argued by Byron McGrath, 
of the nominating committee and 
not on the council, as reported. He 
resigned from the committee after 
he failed to get the nod for Hewitt 
on the committee’s third voting 
McGrath was not replaced and the 
balance of the nominators submitted 
the slate. McGrath appeared before 
council last week, asking that 
Equity’s magazine print his reason: 
for quitting the committee and why 


he favored Hewitt’s nomination. His 
request was granted. 

In addition to Hewitt, the indie 
nominees are: Mady Christians, 


Myron McCormick, Theodore New- 


ton, Philip Bourneuf, Joanna Roos, 
Aline MacMahon and Wm. Post, Jr. 

No groups are identified as hav- 
ing figured in the indie nomina- 
tions, but it is indicated election- 
eering will progress during the 
month Quite evident that with so 


many names in nomination and pos- 


sibly more to come, the election will 
be unusually interesting, even 
though no officers are to be named 
this year. There are num- 
ber of proposals due to be made 
from the floor which should enliven 
the session at the Astor hotel 


Barretts’ Suigied 


‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ was 
recorded last week as a Talking Book 
production for the blind. Cast in 
cludes Ann Tyrrell, Whitford Kane, 
Brenda Forbes, William Whitehead, 
John D. Seymour, Reynolds Evans, 
Charles Brokaw, Alfred Drake, Alex- 
ander Scourby, Maury Tuckerman. 
Howard Wierum, Barbara Brown, 
William Nichols, Mervin Williems, 
Duane McKinney, Don McHenry and 
Peggy Converse. 

William Barbour directed and J 
O. Kleber was technical supervisor. 


also a 





will be at least 23 candi-| 
dates for the 10 regular berths on) 





Boston, May 13. 

New law effective Aug. 12 will 
prohibit Mass. theatre managers 
| from engaging in the sale or resale 
of tickets through agencies in which 
| they have a financial interest. Bill 
‘to that effect was signed by Gov- 
ernor Saltonstall Monday (12), 

Statute is clearly aimed at the 
methods of the agency here known 
as Herrick’s, said to be controlled by 
the Shuberts. 





System of ticket contro] in Boston 
has been the source of complaints 
by producers whose shows played 
Boston during the past two seasons. 
Stated that all desirable tickets in 
Shubert-operated houses were placed 
‘in Herrick’s, other agencies being 
forced to procure their allotments 
from there at a cost of 25c per ticket. 
New York’s system of supposedly 
retaining 25% of all tickets for di- 
rect boxoffice sale does not apply in 
| Boston. 

Last fall the other Hub brokers 
filed a suit against Herrick’s alleging 
it was monopoly and charging that 
it was actually owned by the Shu- 
berts. Local dailies had failed to 
carry stories of the ticket situation, 
apparently fearing the loss of Shu- 
bert theatre advertising. The action 
was withdrawn after a_ reputed 
agreement whereby other agencies 
would get a better selection of 
tickets, but there seems to be no 
doubt that the independent brokers 
inspired the new statute. 

Owner of Herrick’s. died several 
years ago, with the Shuberts claimed 
to have bought out the business, 
putting two girls, kin of the man- 
agers, in charge. Objections from 
visiting showmen immediately 
staried. Shuberts denied connection 
with Herrick’s, but Lee Shubert .- is 
quoted later saying that it was in 


effect a central ticket office and 
would work towards preventing 
gypping. 


Repeatedly managers of shows 
playing Boston declared that the 
Herrick’s system was hurting show 


business there. They averred that 
no tickets were on sale in the box- 
offices of Shubert theatres during 
the day, but as curtain time neared 
Herrick’s would dump back all] un- 
sold tickets. One New York show- 
man with a hit recently said the 
show would never piay Boston if 


Herrick’s controlled the tickets. 


This season when ‘Life With 
Father’ played = an independent 
Boston theatre (Repertory) no 


tickets were allotted the agency and 


the show advertised to that effect in 
the dailies there. The show broke 
the modern run record. 

Boston situation was eyed by 


Broadway brokers, who opined that 
the Shuberts were attempting to 
place a central agency in effect there. 
Similar legislation to the new Mass. 
law may be sought in Albany. 


MOSS HART SETTLES 
FRIEDA FISHBEIN SUIT 


ieda_ Fi: 


Suit by Fr hbein, play 
broker, against Moss Hart for $25,- 
000, based on a claim that she was 
entitled to 242% of the monies re- 
ceived by Hart from the production 
of his plays by Sam H. ~gpecnt was 
settled out of the N. Y upreme 
court Monday (12). Plaintiff based 


her claim on an alleged agreement 
meade in May, 1930. 

At that time she interested Harris 
in the production of Hart’s ‘Once in 
a Lifetime,’ she claims, and the sub- 
sequent deal was made. Hart has 
received over $1,000,000 from pro- 
ductions of his plays as a result, it 
was claimed. 

Interstate Sets “Time’ 
Dallas, May 13. 

William Saroyan’s ‘The Time of 
Your Life’ hes been added to Inter- 
state circuit’s road show list, with 
the original New York Theatre Guild 
company featuring Eddie Dowling 
and Julie Haydon due next season. 

Dallas showing at the Melba is 
Dec. 16 and 17. 


See 21 Sie Sale RRR Ye 
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Dramatists, Mors. Near Agreement: 


Meeting in Hotel 


on ‘Neutral Ground 





After legal proceedings, now called 
off, and flare-ups on both sides, rela- 
tions between the managers and 
authors have reached a commor 
ground and it looks like the emendec 
basic agreement between the League 
of New York Theatres members anc 
Dramatists Guild will be satisfac 
torily revised without further fire- 
works. First of the renewed con- 
ferences towards that objective was 
held Thursday (8) at the Algonquin 
hotel. 

One showman commented that the 
hotel was conducive to normel pro- 
cedure, rather than the offices of 
the League or the Guild, and ‘in case 
of any knockdowns, the vertical guy 
must retire to a neutral corner.’ The 
session was concededly satisfactory 
Some points at issue were agreed or 
between the eight managers and five 
euthors in attendance. Others are 
to go back to the Guild’s council. 
Included is the rule making it com- 
pulsory that all foreign authors join 
the Dramatists Guild. It was that 
provision that seemed _ to have 
steamed up the showmen more than 
any other clauses which they ques- 
tioned. 

A point that will probably be con- 
ceded by the authors is the provision 
concerning the control of picture 
rights dezls, something ‘that was put 
over on us five years ago,’ according 
to one .nanager. In the present form 
the author has all the say in such 
rights, although the manager re- 
ceives 40% of such money. Show- 
men argue that the clause should be 
changed so that the producer of oa 
show shell share in the control of the 
film sales actually instead of tech- 
nically. 


Three-Week Rule Sticks 


Another rule concerning picture 
rights, however, will remain as is. 
The menager shares if the show plays 
three weeks or more. It was sug- 
gested that there be provision where- 
by such rights could be disposed off 
sooner than three weeks, the money 
to be held in escrow until the man- 
ager became entitled to a_ shzre. 
Authors apparently convinced the 
League people that if more time were 
taken to agree on such deals it would 
be more advantageous for both sides, 
because an opportunity would be 
afforded the various film companies 
to bid dn the rights, with the chences 
that a higher price would eventuate. 

Herman Shumlin, who protested 
the suit by the League against the 
Guild, and who filed a petition that 
led to the present negotiations rather 
than a court contest, was one of the 
chief proponents for the nfanagerial 
contentions. Arthur Hopkins wes 
persuasive in putting forth the man- 
agerial end, He said he had originally 
opposed the idea of the authors hav- 
ing full control of the film rights. 
It had been supposed that he rather 
favored the Guild, being one of the 
managers who belong to the authors 
organization. Among others who en- 
tered the discussions for the League 
were Brock Pemberton, Lee Shubert 
and William A. Brady. 

Elmer Rice, president of the Guild, 
and Howard Lindsay, of its council, 
were the chief speakers for the au- 
thors. Present, too, were Morris 
Ernst, counsel for the authors, and 
Milton R. Weinberger, managers’ 
lawyer. The attorneys will phrase 
the clauses egreed on before their 

final adoption. 


Shuberts Take Over 
‘People’ After N.Y. Fold; 


Coast Revue to Tour 
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‘France Concession 


Equity granted a concession to the 
Theatre Guild in the matter of 
‘ounting paid preview performances 
in the two weeks’ minimum salary 


suarantee for ‘Somewhere in France,’ 
which played one week out of town 
and which will not be shown on 
Broadway until next season. Play 
was previewed in New York prior 
to trying out in Washington and 
there were paid previews at the 
Guild last week when the show re- 
turned. 

Guild, however, was required to 
pay five-eighths additional salary to | 
several members of the cast who had 
run of the play contracts. Those | 
people had not received personal no- 
tice of the closing, as required in the | 
contract, a point which surprised the | 
management. : 








Geo. Kaufman Tangles 
With Lee Shubert On 
Who'll Produce ‘Big’ 


George S. Kaufman, who with 
Moss Hart has written a number of 
successes presented by Sam H. Har- 
ris, in which they also had interests, 
will become a manager on his own 
in the fall according to present plans. 
However, there is a contest over 
the rights to his proposed initialer, 
‘Mr. Big.’ Play was first supposed to 
be done by Lee Shubert and Dwight 





‘Hamlet’ Prop Found 


Philadelphia, May 13. 

The skull of John Reed, doorman 
of the old Walnut Street theatre, was 
found last week by stagehands of the 
house. Reed, grandfather of ectress 
Florence Reed, had willed his cra- 
nium to the theatre to be used in 
future productions of ‘Hamlet.’ 

Skull disappeared about 25 years 
ago and was located among the ef- 
fects of an attache of the Academy 
of Music. Letter said it had been 
turned over to him 15 years ago by 
a friend. 


| Ole Olsen, with Realtor 
JP. Day, Maps Gigantic 
Shopping Centre on L. I. 


During their long stay in ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ Winter Garden, N. Y., Ole 
Olsen and Chic Johnson, who re- 
cently withdrew from the ‘cast for 














| ‘Hellz’ film chore, had innumerzble 


proposals to invest in ventures on 
the side. Most of the proposals were 
disregarded, but Johnson invested a 
goodly sum establishing a dairy 
farm about 60 miles from New 
York, while Olsen took over a cafe 
on 40th street and built a theatre at 
Lynbrook, L. I. 

But Olsen has gone into big busi- 
ness. He has teemed with Joseph P. 
Day, realtor and auctioneer, in the 
construction of a shopping center at 
West Hempstead, L. I., near Hemp- 
stead and Garden City. Section is 
rapidly developing as a suburban 
residential spot, a number of defense 
projects operating not far away. 
Stated that 600,000 people live with- 
in a radius of 17 miles and the cen- 
ter, which is estimated to cost $2,- 
500,000, will include a 1,500-seat pic- 
ture theatre. 

Plan is to offer business buildings 





Deere Wiman and the former is now 
a contestant in securing the rights. 
Shubert is said to have recently 
agreed to terms for the show through 
the William Morris agency, signing 
a contract paying an advance on the 
royalties. One of the two authors 
okayed the deal, but when Kaufman 
became interested in getting the 
play the writers indicated their 
preference that he be the producer. 
Under the Dramatist Guild rules, 
where there is more than one author, 
all must assent when the rights are 
disposed of and the Guild must pass 
upon the contract. Counsel for Shu- 
bert contends that, as the agency ac- 
cepted the advance money, the deal 
should be binding on the authors. 
Play was written. by Arthur 
Sheekman and Margaret Shane. Un- 
der the title of ‘Premiere’ it was put 
on at Columbia University in March 
by the Morningside Players. ‘Mr. 
Big’ is a play within a play, action 
taking place within a theatre, with 


likely that some New York depart- 
|ment stores will have branches at 
|the center. Perking facilities will 
jbe a feature, lack of. which is 
claimed to be the bane of suburban 
business. About 409% of the Day- 
Olsen site will be used for parking. 
Plans have been designed by John 
Eberson, who was architect for 
similar centers in the .west. 


LAZARUS SUES GUILD 
ON FILM SALE SQUAWK 


A suit by Milton Lazarus, drama- 
tist, against Elmer Rice, as president 
of the Dramatists Guild of the Au- 
thors League of America, Inc., was 
revealed yesterday (Tuesday) in 
N.Y. supreme court, when trial of 
the action for this month was 
slated. Suit seeks $25,500 damages 
claiming the defendants blocked the 
sale of Lazarus’ play, ‘Everyman for 
| Himself,’ to Columbia. Show was a 











for lease to chain stores and it is | 
New York to see his new baby. 


various characters participating from 
the audience. There is murder, dis- 
trict attorney, cops and so forth. 


‘DuBarry’ Folds in Balto; 
Bert Lahr to Coas 


|fast flop on Broadway. Rights were 
;sold by the author for $4,500 but he 
blames the Guild for blocking the 
original bid of $30,000. 





production agreement on the play 

with Arthur D. Hutchinson Produc- 

t tions, Ltd., subject to the minimum 

basic agreement between all theatri- 

cal producers and the defendants. 

Pittsburgh, May 13. Columbia offered to purchase the 

‘DuBarry was a Lady’ company mg ov om a ae nape ee 

: | the rights could not be sold unless 

was notified here last week that the | the play had run three weeks on 

tour would end in Baltimore Satur-| Broadway or 75 performances out 
day (17) instead of in Boston on the! of town. 


24th. Show had previously been| Lazarus claims he applied for a 





booked for a return engagement in | ea rea * to a 
the Hub, but mana ided | , ~ 
magement decided |the Guild, the defendants réjected 


not to risk the date so late in sea- 


son. Answer asserts the 


| 
Bert Lahr, star of musical, will | the agreement. 


days with relatives and then plans to | in effect for 15 years, 


drive to Hollywood. 





With the Shuberts taking over 
‘Meet the People,’ which technically 
closed at the Mansfield, N. Y., Sat- 
urday (10), the Hollywood Theatre 


| 


Lahr said here that so far he has| ea 
signed no contract with Metro for a/| sue caine 
return to pix. Studio wants him for 


‘DuBarry’ and ‘Panama Hattie,’ but | Four-Week Operetta 





Alliance, Coast group which pro- 
duced the revue, is out of the man- 
agement. 
thors, Jay Gourney 


Show reverted to the au- | °ther Broadway show next season 
and Henry | 2nd therefore, he said, doesn’t want 
Myers, with Danny Dare, who did| tO commit himself to more than a 
the staging, also being interested, | 0N€ or two-picture deal. Lahr’s last 


also is after comedian to sign a term | 
contract. Lahr intends to do an- Season On Coast. 
Los Angeles, May 13. 


Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
| Association will open its fourth an- 
/nual operetta festival at Philhar- 


‘People’ will be toured, adding to the | film was ‘Wizard of Oz,’ which he} monic auditorium May 19. Four pro- 


list of musicals which the Shuberts ™ade during summer of 1939. 


have on the road. Revue failed to | 
live up to expectations in N. Y. and, | 
despite the length of stay (20 weeks), 


it is doubtful if the engagement | a 
| looked cold, which placed the club | followed by ‘Naughty Marietta,’ ‘The 


showed a profit. 

Though ‘People’ stopped Saturday 
and did not play Sunday as has been | 
the policy, a benefit performance was | 
played Tuesday (13) night. Benefit | 


| ing $1,500 for the performance. 


ductions are scheduled for this year, 
each to run one week, with alternate 
performences of each play in San 
For | Francisco. 
Opening here will be ‘Rio Rita,’ 





time the special performance | 
in a hole. Equity ruled that the Chocolate Soldier,’ and winding up 
players be paid two-eights of one | with ‘Cabin in the Sky.’ 

week’s salary for the Tuesday show- Among names who will take part 


ing. Other concessions from stage-|in the season’s program are John 


had been arranged in advance, a; hands and musicians were. reported, | Charlies Thomas, Joe E. Brown, Ethel 


Bronx club, with a membership | 


mostly of jurists and attorneys, pay- have faced a loss. 


otherwise the management would! Waters, Francia White, Billy Gilbert 
and Sterling Holloway. 


Lazarus claims he entered into a| 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Associated Consumers, a cooperative purchasing project being furthered 
by Paul N. Turner, senior counsel for Equity, and Frank Gillmore, aims to 
widen its field to attract the attention of actors. Up to now merchandise 
has principally been offered members at a price reduction. Proposed that 
a deal be entered into with a midtown. popular-priced restaurant whereby 
professionals may dine at a price concession of possibly 20%. 

Proposal to eateries is that people with cooperative cards agree to be out 
of the restaurant before 6:30 p.m., after which time ost of the patronage 
for the average place enters for the evening meal. Those who have se- 
cured data on restaurant overhead say that a major item is the help— 
waiters, chefs—and as they are on the job prior to the eveniug rush there 
is no added overhead. On that basis the concession is being sought and 
it is expected that those accepting will be encouraged to use other service 
offered by the cooperative plan. Latter is offered not only to actors, but 
stagehands, musicians and others in show business. 








‘Gay Divorce,’ latest of the Shubert musical revivals which opened in 
Boston Tuesday (13) was originally produced by Dwight Deere Wiman 
and Tom Weatherly at the Barrymore, N. Y. It was moved to the larger 
Shubert after a mild start and developed into a stayer with Leblang par- 
ticipation. One of the factors ih the show was the popularity developed 
by Cole Porter’s song, ‘Night and Day.’ still something of a favorite. 

Book of the musical has been somewhat changed. Locale, instead of 
an English resort hotel, is now in Miami. A chorus of 16 girls is in the 
present version, whereas originally show girls, some of whom had lines, 
constituted the ensemble. Fred Astaire was the male lead originally. 
Only member of the original cast in the revival is Luella Gear. Other 
principals include Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins and Cyril Smith. Latter, 
a British-born comic, was with the Rudy Vallee outfit. Present engage- 
ment is his first appearance in a book part. Paula Stone is also in the cast. 





‘Time of Your Life,’ which won the Pulitzer and critics’ awards last 
season, winds up its road tour in Detroit Saturday (17). The Saroyan 
play made a run of it at the Booth, N. Y., originally and played a repeat 
date at the Guild before going to the road. Out-of-town bookings were 
for 12 weeks, but the tour has lasted 28 weeks. Prize rating figured in 
extending the time, but the United Booking Office is credited with keep- 
ing it on the boards by guaranteeing the show against loss. 

‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ is also calling it a season this week in Baltimore. 
Musical was slated to stay out a bit longer and was getting excellent busi- 
ness in most stands. Last Saturday (10) ‘Theatre’ closed as planned in 
Boston and ‘Hope For a Harvest’ exited in Baltimore. Both were spring 
productions, but not due on Broadway until the fall, 





As a gesture to Don Liberto, bit player and dancer whose home town 
is Pittsburgh, David Shelley, juvenile in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ last week 
stepped out of role for two performances and turned it over to Liberto 
while show was playing Nixon theatre in Pitt. Liberto did part at Tues- 
day night and Wednesday afternoon shows, when house was packed with 
his relatives and friends. Wasn't first time he had done role, however, 
having taken it on road for almost week recently when Shelley went to 





Bill McCurdy, a legit showman, who is general manager of the J. J. 
Parker theatres in Portland, Ore., planed to New York to look over tele- 
vision as projected ona large screen. While that type of telecasting is not 
regarded as a theatre feature in the near future in all parts of the country, 
a group of northwestern theatre operators want to be in on the know, if 
and when. At the present time the idea has been proven pzactical, but 
the costs appear excessive. Fight between Ken Overlin and Billy Soose 
was televised Friday (9) from Madison Square Garden and appeared on a 
screen at the New Yorker theatre. 





Marjorie and Marion Reilly, daughters of James Reilly, who was formerly 
active in theatrical transfer and trucking, are carrying on the business. 
Marjorie is on the trucking end, while her sister specializes in stage light- 
ing equipment. Reilly has been ill for some time but spends most of his 
time around the plant. 








Current Road Shows /{Hammerstein-Romberg 











(May 14-24) * . 
Musical in St. L. Teeoff 
‘Accent on Youth’ (Sylvia Sidney-. 
Luther Adler)—Royal Alexandra, St. Louis, May 13. 
Toronto (14-17). Muriel Angelus, English singer 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von }and film player, will play the lead- 





Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews, Helen 
Twelvetrees)—Grand, Chicago (14- 
24). 

‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
—His Majesty’s, Montreal (14-17); 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto (19-24). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Selwyn, Chicago (14-24). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
—Ford’s, Baltimore (14-17). 

‘Gay Divorcee’ (Luella Gear, Dor- 
othy Stone, Charles Collins)—Shu- 
bert, Boston (14-24), 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Aud., Chicago (14- 
24). 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago (14-24). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (14-24). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Shubert, New 





pet ie aoe ; : 
| go on to New York to spend a few | minimum basic agreement has been | 
and has been | 


found to be the best workable solu- | 
| tion of the problem of sales to film | 


Haven (14-17); Colonial, Boston (19- 
24). 

‘Meet the People’—Bushnell Aud., 
| Hartford, Conn. (21); Shubert. New 


| Haven (22-24). 
| ‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 
'cago (14-24), 


| ‘Pins and Needles’—Biltmore. Los 


| Angeles (15-24). 

‘Rose Marie’—Erie, Schenectady, 
N. Y. (14-15); Empire, Syracuse, 
|N. Y. (16-17); His Majesty’s, Mon- 
treal (19-24). 

‘Sim Sala Bim’ 
Pittsburgh (14-17). 

‘Student Prince’—Forrest, 
delphia (14-24), 


(Dante )—Nixon, 


Phila- 


ing)—Cass, Detroit (14-17). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Garden, New London, Conn. (14); 
Strand, Waterbury, Conn. (15-17); 
Lyric, Bridgeport, Conn. (19-24). 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 
Maurice Evans)—Erlanger, Chicago 
(14-24). 

‘Women Aren't Angels’ (Bobby 





Clark )—Wilbur, Boston (15-24). 


‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl-- 


;}ing femme role in ‘New Orleans,’ the 


'new Oscar Hammerstein-Sigmund 
/Romberg musical that will be world 
preemed in the alfresco theatre in 
| Forest Park by the Municipal Thea- 
tre Assn. at the opening of the sea- 
;}son June 5. 

Other new principals who will 
appear during the 12-week season 
include Caroline Segrera, Margalo 
Gillmore, Dorothy Sandlin, James 
| Newill, John Tyres, Donald Burr, 
| Tom Ewell, Dan Harden, Howard 


|Freeman, Frankie Thomas and 
| Charles Williams. 

‘Orleans’ will be followed by 
| ‘Sweetheerts,’ ‘Too Many Girls,’ 
| ‘Firefly,’ ‘The Three Musketeers,’ 
‘Irene,’ ‘Nina Rose,’ ‘The Merry 
Widow,’ ‘Bitter Sweet,’ ‘The Desert 


Song,’ ‘Red Mill,’ and ‘Balalaika.’ 





‘Walter Hartwig’s Widow 


Y . - 

Carries On at Ogunquit 
Boston, May 13. 

Mrs. Welter Hartwig will carry on 
}Management of the Ogunquit Play- 
house, Ogunquit, Me., and will re- 
open the strawhat for 15th season on 
June 30 for 10 weeks. 

She will maintain same policies as 
those established by her late hus- 
band, who died during the past year, 
band, who died during the past year. 
This season’s directors will be John 
Kirkpatrick and Wesley McKee. 





Strawhat at Spa 

Saratoga Springs, N. Y. May 13. 

Mrs. Hope Lawder Ritchie wil! 
again operate the Spa theatre this 
summer here. 

She and George D. Ritchie, former 
Saratogian and New York Sun poli- 
tical writer, were recently married. 
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6 Shows in Chi, But Biz Way Of ? 
Hayes-Evans $14,000, ‘Cabin’ $10,000 








Chicago, May 13. 


Town currently has six shows, but 
there is no real money foundation. 
Two newcomers last week were 
‘Cabin in the Sky’ and “Twelfth 
Night.’ Neither one came even 
close to turning in the business ex- 
pected. Opened on Sunday (11) 
was the road company of ‘Hellza- 

oppin’ in the 4,000-seat Auditorium. 

ot one show approximated capac- 
jty, with all managers sending out 
for a new set of alibis. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Grand 
(5th week) (1,200; $2.75). Down, 
especially during th weekdays, but 
with considerable coin on Saturday 
night; over $12,500 last week 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Selwyn (lst 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Ethel Waters 
musical drew fine reports, but failed 
to hustle at the wicket and came 
through on initial session to $10,000. 

‘Life with Father,’ Biackstone 
(64th week) (1,200; $2.75). Two 
more weeks and a miracle of show 
business for sticking out a run of 
this length in Chicago. Drew 
more than $11,000. - 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (12th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Has proved a 
money-maker, off with the general 
lassitude; quoted around $11,000. 

‘Twelfth Night,’ Erlanger (ist 
week) (J,400; $3.30). On ATS sub- 
scription. Helen Hayes - Maurice 
Evans getting good play upstairs, but 
having difficulty with main floor. 
Came through on first week to 
$14,000. — 


‘Hellz,’ Big $18,000, Winds 
Up Fine Milwaukee Season 


Milwaukee, May 13. 


Legit season—the best in several 
years—wound up Saturday night 
(10) in a blaze of glory with ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (Billy House and Eddie 
Garr). 

Packed ’em in to almost absolute 
capacity for five nights and a mati- 
nee in the 1,500-seat Davidson, with 
the gross estimated at $18,000 at $3.30 
top. 











Memphis Operetta Sked 


Season of operettas will open July 
7 at the Memphis Open Air Theatre, 
with William Holbrooke signed to a 
three-year contract as producer-di- 
rector, George Hirst, musical direc- 
tor, and Victor Morley libretto di- 
rector. Frances Grear and her hus- 
band, Robert Gay, Jr., both of the 
Philadelphia Opera Co., will be 
leads and Charles Kemper is set as 
comedy lead for five shows. 


Bills, each to run a week, will in- 
clude ‘Robin Hood,’ ‘Mlle. Modiste,’ 
‘The Fortune Teller,’ ‘Rio Rita’ and 
‘The Pink Lady.’ 


JACK 
DURANT 


NOW IN 20TH WEEK 
Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 
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‘Dinner’ 436 in 1-Niter 


Springfield, Mass., May 12. 
Biggest house in 15 years was re- 
ported for ‘The Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ with Alexander Woollcott, at 


Court Square for one day last ‘week 
(7). Gross for matinee and evening 
was estimated at $4,500 at $2.75 top. 


. Although capacity of the theatre 
is officially 1,575, enough extra seats 
were put in boxes and gallery to 
boost the evening show to 1,641. 


Sydney-Adler’s ‘Accent’ 
Good $8,500 in Detroit 


Detroit, May 13. 
Slow in starting, but finishing 
well, ‘Accent on Youth’ completed 


its eight performances at the Cass 
here with an approximate $8,500. 
Crix here seemed to think that 
while the material was slight it 
made a pleasant revival because of 
Luther Adler and Sylvia Sydney in 
starring roles, Top was $2.75. 


‘Time of Your Life’ came back to 
Detroit for the second time this 
year, opening at Cass Monday (12). 


‘Prince’ 1436 in Wash. 


Washington, May 13. 

‘Student Prince,’ Shubert revival 
of the popular Romberg operetta, is 
still a magnet, drawing approxi- 
mately $14,500 at the National last 
week in face of split reviews by 
critics. Operetta closed legit sea- 
son here, being followed by road- 
show engagement of ‘Fantasia’ open- 
ing last night (Monday). 

Disney film, incidentally, was re- 
sponsible, according to theatre, for 
cancellation of annual Actors Fund 
Benefit. Sound experts needed all 
time available between ‘Student 
Prince’ closing and ‘Fantasia’ open- 
ing for installation of special equip- 
ment, 


‘Henry’ $8,400 in S. F. 


San Francisco, May 13. 


‘Springtime for Henry,’ Edward 
Everett Horton starrer at the Al- 
cazar, grossed estimated $8,400, 
healthy, on its third week, pacing 
even with the second stanza almost 
to the dollar. 

Goes one more week, when it will 
have to close due to Horton’s picture 
commitments for Columbia. 


Piays Out of Town 
THE HAPPY DAYS 


Wilmington, Del., May 10. 
Comedy in three acts, adapted by Zoe 
Akins from the French, ‘Les Jour Heur- 
eux,’ by Claude-Andre Puget; staged by 
Arthur Ripley; setting, Raymond Sovey; 
presented by Raphael and Robert Hakim 





























at the Playhouse, Wilmington, May 
9-10, °41 

Francie Gassin.......seee+s Barbara Kent 
Marianne Gassin...cees-- Diana Barrymore 
Oliver Faber.....seeee++-,Frederick Bradlee 
Pernette Faber. .cocceceessssse> Joan Tetzel 
Bernard Gassin...ee- Scecccesess Peter Scott 
Michael Trent....ccccscess: Edward Ashley 





Well produced and generally well 
acted, ‘The Happy Days’ is not likely 
to repeat on Broadway its record of 
three seasons in Paris. The pro- 
ducers are the same—Raphael and 
Robert Hakim, this being their ini- 
tial American production—but real 








NORMAN 


HARRIS 


and 
SYLVIA 


SHORE 


NOW IN 21ST WEEK 


GEORGE WHITE’S 
GAY WHITE WAY, N. Y. 


KENT 
New York 


Management: WM. 
1776 Broadway 




















ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN’ 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 











entertainment value is conspicuous 
| by its absence. 

| The second and third acts are too 
|talky, though adolescent love, with 
| its heartaches and woes, is appeal- 
|ingly presented. Most of the ap- 
plause at the opening went to the 
‘cast of six more or less ‘teen-age 


| players who not only acted, but 
| looked like the youngsters they por- 
| trayed. 


| Starting off lively before the sec- 
|ond-act letdown, ‘The Happy Days 
has a rather slim plot dealing with 
two young couples who get their 
budding love lives pretty well mixed 
up until a handsome aviator comes 
along and sets them straight. There 
|is an unusual, but not entirely un- 
| foreseen, twist for the final curtain. 
|The play seems more suited to the 
|amateur stage than as a candidate 
| for Broadway. 

Real surprise of the cast is John 


| Barrymore’s daughter, Diana. Show- | 


ing good stage presence, she recites 
her lines effectively. Edward Ash- 
ley, from films, shows proper re- 
! straint as the aviator. Peter Scott 
| cops the comedy honors while Fred- 
| erick Bradlee, Joan Tetzel and Bar- 
bara Kent, the latter with little to 
| do, all merit applause. The single 
| setting by Raymond Sovey, a farm- 
| house interior, is rich in atmosphere 





| 
| 


| 
} 


Stevens Studios; costumes, Mahieu and 
Mme, Morgan; orchestra arrangements, 
Thomas Whaley; orchestra directed by 
Billy Butler, 

Stars Bill Robinson, with Claudia Mce- 
Neil, Apus and Estrellita, Freddie Robin- 
son, George Wiltshire, Emory Evans, Leon 
Warrick, Musical Madecaps, Alvin Cow- 
| ens, Juanita Williams, Ethel Fiddler, Sepia 
Brigade, Billy Butier’s Swingphonic Or- 
chestra. 


‘Life’ N.C. 46 in Mpls. 





Although critics acclaimed it one | 
of the season’s outstanding theatrical | 
events, ‘Time of Your Life, with 
Eddie Dowling and Julie Haydon, 
approximated only light $4,000 in 
three nights and a matinee at the 
2,200-seater Lyceum, scaled at $2.75 
top. At that, business built with each 
performance and the last night’s tak- 
ings, $1,400, were the largest of the! 
engagement. | 

Show rang down the curtain on the! 
local legit season. 





' 





DUBARRY’ BIG $24,500 
AS PITT’S SEMI-FINAL 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 

‘DuBarry “Was a_ Lady’ came 
through as expected last week at 
Nixon, doing smash $24,500 for next 
to top gross of season. Record high 
went to ‘Hellzavoppin,” which got 
better than $60,000 in fortnight. Bert 
Lahr hit got off to great start when 
opening performance was sold at 
$3.500 flat to a benefit group. 

Nixon currently has Dante for a 
return engagement, result of sensa- 
tional $10,500 he did here early in 
January, and, after ‘Sim Sala Bim,’ 
it’s curtains for town’s legit site, sea- 
son winding up Saturday night (17) 
after 24 weeks. 


‘Harvest’ Fine $13,200, 
OK Reviews in Balto 


‘Baltimore, May 13. 

‘Hope for a Harvest,’ with the 
Fredric March starred, wound up 
the six-week ATS subscription sea- 
son at Ford’s last week and garnered 
an okay estimated $13,200. Play 
drew good notices from loce' crix. 

Possible windup of a rather bull- 
ish legit season here is current ‘Du- 
barry Was a Lady,’ at Ford’s. 


‘Pins’ Poor 6G in St. L. 


St. Louis, May 13. 
‘Pins and Needles.’ ended one-week 
stand Saturday (10) and wound up 
the local legit season at the Ameri- 
can. Revue grossed estimated poor 
$6,000 in eight performances. 

















Minneapolis, May 13. | 


the list 


B'way Fadeaway Continues; ‘Native, 


$11,500, ‘Corn,’ 146, Among Those Off, 
Lady, 31146, Rhine,’ 19/46, Still SRO 


Broadway continues to slide. Few 
shows are holding their pace, and 
is slowly thinning down, 
with summer holdover possibilities 
soon indicated. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama). R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta), 


‘Arsenic and. Old Lac.,’ Fulton 
(18th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Sold 
out six weeks in advance; tickets on 
sale through summer; still capacity, 
with gross more than $16,500. 


‘Claudia,’ Booth (13th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Among those shows 
which are aimed through summer; 
consistent money maker has been 
averaging $12,000. 


‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(138th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Like 
others this stayer eased off another 
$1,000; around $18,000; lowest since 
early weeks (46th Street), but turns 
good enough profit at that pace. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (6th 
week) (repeat engagement) (R-3,- 
087; $2.75). Hardly any difference 
here; ice show around $18,000; with 
operating costs lowered said to more 
than break even. 


‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (34th 
week) (D-1,016; $3.30). Has not been 
able to recapture heavy red of early 

art of run, but has been getting 

y; around $6,000 is pretty good for 
this type of show. 


‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (16th 
week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Will prob- 
ably continue to sell out up to sum- 
mer closing date (June 14): leads 
the list with gross over $31,500. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (78th 
week) (C-1,005; $3.30). Little doubt 
about leading laugh show going 
through another summer; at $15,500 
quoted pace was maintained last 
week. 

‘Louisiana Purchase, Imperial 
(50th week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Will 
accomplish year’s run, but not sure 
about playing through summer; 
rated around $18,000. 





House was scaled to $1 for every 
night except Saturday, when tops 
was $1.50. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (82nd week) (C-1,013; $2.20). 
Lowering of ticket sale may hold 





and the lighting effects are excep- 
tionally well done. Arthur Ripley 
turned in a good staging job. 

The cast had three performances 
here before the New York opening 
Tuesday night (13) at the Henrv Mil- 
ler. Klepfer. 


HOT FROM HARLEM 


Bridgeport, May 13. 
Revue in two acts (16 scenes), presented 
at Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, by Marty 
Forkins; staged by Addison Kerry; music, 
Porter Grainger: scepery, Kaj Velden and 


This is a flier which proves prac- 
tically nothing except that Bill Rob- 
inson is still a champ at 62. 

Marty Forkins, the star’s manager, 
says frankly that he did it for Bo- 
jangles and has no definite idea of 
the all-colored revue’s future. It 


solo spot goes to Leon Warrick, and 
he does little with it. 

Showgirls are lookers and line 
shows the inspiration of the Robin- 
son company. The tapster uses five 
of them in the staircase routine. 

‘Look What Love Done Done’ and 
‘Down by the Old Southern River’ 
are fairly tuneful. 

Big pit band under Billy Butler 
does solid job. ; 

Two-a-day here at 99c top. Biz 
way off Monday (12) when en. 

em. 


Thurs. Preems Better 
For Frisco Legit B. 0. 


San Francisco, May 13. 
Henry Duffy will use a Thurs- 
day night opening hereafter for his 
shows on the recently relighted 
Alcazar stage, following successful 








engagement of Edward Everett 
Horton’s ‘Springtime for Henry,’ | 
which closes Wednesday (14) after 


four weeks. 


| closes Saturday (17) at the end of a 
| week’s break-in at the Lyric, which 
| switched policy from burlesque for 
| the show. 

‘Hot from Harlem’ is an orthodox, 


Dick Marshall, house manager, | 
says Thursday openings get better | 
breaks in the dailies—it’s handier for 
the critics. Claims that, if the re- 





| conservative sepia musical. Format’s 

legit enough, but hardly warranted | 
| by contents. Whatever possibilities | 
there are seem limited tc tab book- | 
ings after condensation, which 
should be simple. 

Robinson has a right to be proud 
of what he’s doing at an age long 
| past the normal retirement line. He 
sets a pace nobody in the show 
matches, and he pretty nearly makes 
a night of it all by himself. 

The tap vet displays his complete 
line, going all-out in the second half 
with a session of microphone chatter | 
and his famous staircase dance at | 
ithe finale. One of his numbers is a | 
| demonstration of how he expects to 
be dancing 40 years from now, and 
it is easy to believe. 

Several potentials are introduced 
in the revue. Claudia McNeil catches 
on fast with a rich contralto which, 
with training, should make her a 
radio and record bet. The Musical 
Madcaps, an octet specializing in 
comedy jive against a rhythm ba-k- 
ground, blitzes the house in the 
next-to-closing. Estrellita, a person- 


| 


views are good, it means good week- 
end biz. A Wednesday closing also | 
seems to bring out better attendance | 
the early part of the week. 


‘Gas Light’ for B’way 


Hollywood, May 13. | 
‘Gas Light,’ English mystery meller | 
recently imported by George Shafer | 
for a legit run in Hollywood, is slated 
for an early fall opening on Broad- 
way. | 
Leo Taub, Shafer’s representative, | 
returned from a flying trip east, 
where he made preliminary nego- 
tiations for the ‘Gas Light’ opening 
and looked over plays suitable for 
runs at the Hollywood Playhouse. 


Name Concert Dates 


(May 14-24) 

















|able miss doubling between the 


sketches and musica) numbers, also | 


impresses. ; 

Freddie Robinson, who was Koko 
in ‘The Hot Mikado,’ which starred 
Bojangles, and Apus, paired with 


straight and also m.c.s some num- 
bers. Customary ‘OT!’ 


Estrellita, follow the usual line of | 
skit comedy. George Wiltshire plays | 


Man River’ ! 


Lily Pons—Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 
| (20). 


| Leopold Stokowski—(with All- 


| American Youth orch) Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y. (16). 

Lawrence Tibbett—Aud. Van- 
couver (14); Capifol, Yakima, Wash. 


(16); Fox, Billings, Mont. (19). 


| this stayer in; claimed to have 
| Picked up and bettered $8,000. 

| ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (20th 
| week) (CD-991; $3.30). Not frrther 
| affected; quoted at $13,000 again and 
that provides good profit. 

Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (17th 
_week) (C-891; $3.30). Looks like 
|; engagement is nearing finale, but 
|has made fair boxoffice record to 
| date; $6,000 estimated. 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (7th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). S'ipped; rated at 
$11,500, which is claimed to better 
even break; ticket sale up to July 
1 and possible summer holdover. 

“Old Acquaintance,” Broadhurst. 
Final and 20th week: did well 
enough at Morosco, but slipped 
when moved here; around $6,000 es- 
timated. 

‘Out of the Frying Pa ..’ Windsor. 
Taken off Saturday (10) after play- 
ing 13 weeks; rather low grosser 
brought good sum for film rights; 
rated around $3,000 last week. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (“Ith week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). One of the shows 
not materially affected, though un- 
der the levels of earlier months; es- 
timated around $18,000, which is 
profitable. 

‘Panama Hattie, 46th St. (28th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Has been 
under the top ranking pace for some 
time, but still among top money 
getters; eased to $26,000 last week. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (59th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Doesn’t cost 
much to operate, and is said to be 
still making some money for house 
and show; $6,000. 

‘The Beautiful People,’ Lyceum 
(3d week) (C-1,004; $3.30). Follow- 
up press break last week helped 
somewhat at boxoffice, with takings 
rated around $7,000 level. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 
(24th week) (D-1,162, $3.30). Making 
;nice profit, but considerably under 
early pace; dippci like others; 
around $14,000; distinct summer pos- 
sibility. 

‘The Happy Days,’ Miller (D-940; 
$3.30). Presented by Raphael and 
Robert Hakim; dramatized by Zoe 
Akins from the French; opened 
Tuesday. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (296th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.10). If Sunday 
performances continue after this 
month record run drama may go 
into summer; $4,000 estimated. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (6th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). One of very 
few shows” selling out; last week’s 
count was $19,500; standees in most 
performances. 

Revival 

‘The Doctor's Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(9th week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Sum- 
mer possibility; although has been 
easing off of late, business stilj im- 
portant; $16,000. 

Subway Circuit 

‘White Cargo,’ Windsor, 
with Ann Corio. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Flatbush, Brooklyn; with J. C. Nu- 
gent, Cora Witherspoon. 


Es 





Bronx; 
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IN RECORD BREAKING 
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Yes, We 
28th street row of brownstones, and 


po-sibly to when 
Herald Square was considered ‘way 








applied an era 


own. 
And similarly 
bo.scht more likely relished by the 
White Russians in the class vodka 
nitery circuit, than in the Catskills— 
and wherever the ‘borscht circuit’ 
nm mnomer sprang from. 

won't be long now when the 
t! ughts of the spring layoff talent 
vill turn to summer work. And it 
Variety, which must be blamed for 
creating the ‘borscht circuit’ label, 
doesn't scotch it pronto, it won't be 
long, also, before it’s again reiter- 
ated and repeated in a libelous se- 
quence. 

‘Strawhat’ Ox, But— 

You also coined ‘strawhat,’ and to 
us that’s something else again. It’s 
2 good, solid, show business way of 
c scribing the hayloft histronics. But 
bc -scht circuit... .! 

Just to prove our point, here are 
sone facts and figures, names and 
cata on the so-called borscht tt 
Don't mind if we take you back to 
the dark ages—or the good old days, 
forever 


uj 


ng. 


a> you call them—to banish 

the conception that a summer resort 
eniertainment features a pair of 
idiots sitting in a lake of sour cream, 
th owing herrings at one another. 

a the same manner that Reuben’s 
g.-w from a sandwich to an institu- 
tion, a large mumber of small board- 
ing houses scattered through the 


Catskills and the Berkshires (mighty 
pretty country up there, too) devel- 
oped from rocking chair porches to 
s.reamlined hostelries. 


house, three or four milk-givers and 


of the party. 


He was known to the management | 


ard thé guests as a ‘toomeler'’ dnd 
his job was to ‘toomel’—pep up the 
crowd, keep ’em on the go, make 
‘em laugh. , 

‘Hi-Ya, Eddie’ 

This high pressure noise-maker 
was uSually a stage-struck kid who 
hung around 47th street side of the 
Palace, said hello to Eddie Cantor, 
and in the summer went out on his 
own. His stock in trade was a porch 
routine (practical jokes, card kibit- 
zing and off-color stories for the 
wedded femmes); a swimming pool 
routine (walking imto the water 
fully garbed, nonchalantly smoking 
a cigar and reading a paper); a din- 
ing room routine (fortissimo scream- 
ing, wearing an inverted soup pot 
for a helmet and frantically waving 


Have No Borscht | 


Continued from page 1 


ou'll probably find! 








around.’ The ‘social staffs’ became 


| larger and more professional and the 


productions more elaborate and for- 
mal. 
Chaos in the Catskills! 

Then one of the top spots an- 
nounced Belle Baker as the guest 
star. Chaos in the Catskills! Tele- 
phone wires hummed with frantic 
calls from ‘nct-to-be-outdone resort 
owners, and the next weekend saw 
the hills crawling with Eugene and 
Willie Howard, Sylvia Froos, Irene 
Bordoni, Tip, Tap and Toe, and a 
horde of other standard acis—or 
reasonable facsimilies thereof. It was 
this spirit of competition, together 
with the demise of vaudeville, that 
gave birth to a new summer variety 


themselves part of the ‘Borscht Cir- 
cuit.” Nevertheless, they bore the 
stigma of the tag which was loosely 
used by the public to embrace all 
summer resorts. 
Having worked 
Tamiment, Tamiment, 


Camp 
we can 


onty at 
Pa., 


from our experience there. Tami- 
ment is building a new model 1,200 
seat theatre for next season, com- 
pletely equipped with every modern 
device. 

Last year, members of the perma- 
nent company included Paul Gerrits, 
Lorraine and Rognan, Sue Ryan, 
Imogene Coca (third season) Danny 
Kaye (second season) and a number 
of topflight singers and dancers. 

The theatre at Tamiment 
business. It has Broadway standards 
and a unique method of operation— 
no socializing, mixing or life-of-the- 
party stuff. It has been for many 
years the summer laboratory of well 
of 





| PM 
give you the lowdown as gleaned | 


pretty much 


Way back,’ 
in the hey-day of the two-a-day, the’ 
proud proprietor of a 20-room farm’ 
a half-dozen egg-layers, took on as| Lillian Roth, The De Marcos, Eddie | develop poise and technique, dancers 
one of the hired help an energetic, | 
a aressive young man to be the life | Arnaut 


established performers, many 
whom came to re-learn how to walk 
and talk. They were not booked in 
for single “dates, but for an entire 
season of intensive training. Many 
have come back for subsequent | 
' seasons. 


circuit, providing 10 weeks’ work— 
and not for peanuts. Take a look at 
| this list of acts that have played 
in the ‘mountains’ the last two sea- 
sons: 

Booked by Abner Greshlar for the 
Grend Hotel, Highmount, N. Y.: Al 


Scouting for B’way 


Bernie, Henny Youngman, Charles 
Carlile, Ciro Rimac & Co., Morey A few of the more progressive 
Amsterdam, Joan Merrill, Condos Broadway producers like Oscar Ser- 


Bros.> Rose Marie Toni Lane, Georgie lin, Al Lewis and Vinton Freedley | 
Tapps. Giovanni, Sylvia Froos, En-'have kept tabs on Tamiment and 
rica & Novello, Lucille Johnson, have come for a look on many oc- 
Jean Travers, Moore & Revel, casions. Of course, you know, our 


‘Straw Hat Revue’ was picked up by | 
Harry ~ Kaufman (Shuberts) and 
transferred bodily from Tamiment 
to the stage of the Ambassador the- 
atre, on Broadway. 

The permanent company numbers | 
close to 50. This includes musicians, ; 
actors, scenic designers, costumers, | 
lyricists and composers. The direc- 
tor of the Tamiment theatre gives 
the go-by to performers who are 
seeking just a summer job or a vaca- 
tion. He is interested only in those 
who have a particular theatrical axe 
'to grind—comedians who want to 


George Givot, Gypsy Markoff. Jerry | 
Lester, Tito Coral, Paul Duke. 
Booked by the William Morris of- 
fice for Totem Lodge: Joe E. Lewis, 
Sophie Tucker, J. C. Flippen, An- 
drews Sisters, Hal LeRoy, Nicholas 
Bros., Tip, Tap and Toe, Frank Gaby, | 
Slate Bros., Estelle Taylor, Romo, 
Vincent, Don Zelaya, Buck and 
Bubbles, Jay and Lou Seiler, Her- 
man Hyde, Ames and Arno, Ross 
Wyse, Jr., Harry Hershfield, Benny 
Fields, Molly Picon, Frances Faye, | 
Irene Bordoni, Bob Hall, Cookie 
Bowers, Smith & Dale, Nick Lucas, 





Lambert, Berry Bros, Mary Burton, | who want to talk, singers who want 
Bros. | to dance, established teams who want ! 
Around the Circuit » to perfect their routines, writers who | 
Booked by Beckman & Pransky, | want to branch out, and technicians 
Sid Hall, Phil Sandler, Charles Rapp | Who want to experiment. 
|for the President Hotel, Laurel ; 
‘Country Club, Morningside Hotel, | boiled and the sweat runs freely. The 
|New Concourse Plaza, Shawanga audience is wised yp and intelligent 
| Lodge, Commodore Hotel, Stevens- | 2"4 far from a pushover. 
| ville, Lake House, Brickman’s. The! There are many other camps like 
| Cedars, Berkshire Country Club: 
and Eugene Howard, Belle 


Tamiment, notably Green Mansions, | 


| Willie Camp Copake and Unity House, the 
| Baker, Sid Gary, Frances Faye, Ra-| ILGWU resort (‘Pins and Needles’). 
|dio Ramblers, Radio Aces, Peg Leg | These are all summer theatres with 
| Bates, Fifi Dorsay, Carol Bruce, | high standards, and considering the 
| Jack Durant, Jan Peerce, Ann Lester, short rehearsal periods and the con- 

stant fighting against time in the cre- 


Mark Plant, Paul Seidel & Spotty, | 
| ative departments, the work done at 


Gracie Barrie. 

At about the time that these re-| these places is something to brag 
sorts were beginning to add a sep- | about when stacked up against some 
erate dining room for the children | of the productions on Broadway. At 
and were proving themselves ideal | Tamiment, for instance, a musical 
playgrounds for the mothers, fathers | show is written, rehearsed, costumed, 


and wives of New York cloak-and- | provided with scenery, and present- 





| ed, 


The de- | 
| mands are tough, the attitude hard- | 








Although circu 
remained 


months at around 85,000, Marshall 


|Field III has agreed to continue 
‘financial support of the New York 


daily. Field, after buying a major 
interest in the paper some months 
ago, said he would decide by May 
whether the sheet would continue. 
He declared that if it showed it was 
on the road toward making a profit 


. 'he would keep up his subsidy. 
is all | 


Aside from cutting its overhead 


somewhat, PM, it is admitted, is not | 


any further on the way. to showing 
a profit than when Field bought it. 
He has a great personal interest 
(aside from financial) in the paper, 
however, and still feels it 
promise.’ Evidence of his intention 
to continue support are current ne- 
gotiations, in which he himself is 


‘shows | 


Literati 


Averaging 85,000 Circulation not the federal government, under 
lation of PM has | wage-hour law, can compel a news- 
static for | paper to open its records to inspec- 


| 
} 
} 
| 








tors in absence of complaint or viola- 
tion charge. 


Case involves Charleston (S. C.) 
Evening Post’s refusal to permit in- 
vestigators a peek et records re- 
cently. Defendants held a gander 
was non-privileged, since daily hadn't 
been charged with anything and no 
complaint had been made as to its 
wages and hours system. Judge will 
rule about June 15. 





Pa. Legion’s Kudos to Winchell 

Walter Winchell was presented a 
scroll for his ‘fearless and aggressive 
campaign for Americanism’ by the 
Pennsylvania Depzertment of the 
American Legion at ceremonies in 
Philadelphia last Wednesday (6). 

Winchell revealed that he will go 


taking part, to renew PM's pact with |into active training with the Naval 


the Newspaper Guild. 


Reserve in August. He holds a com- 


Carl Randau, of the foreign staff. | mission of lieutenant commander in 


and Leane Zugsmith, his wife, of the | that service. 


It was the columnist’s 


city staff, are on their way to Japan | frst visit to Philly since 1919, when 


is flexible. Robert Neville, foreign 
is in Australia on his way home 
from China, while Ernest Heming- 


| way is also heading for New York 


from the Far East. Hemingway was 
to do some special stories on China 
for PM, but will probably write ‘’em 
when he gets back, untrammeled by 
censorship. Dr, Seuss, cartoonist on 
the Flit ads, has been inked by PM 
for fuur cartoons a week. 





Dismisses 250G Libel -Suit 
Ohio Supreme Court has dis- 
missed the $250,000 libel suit filed 


‘against the Beacon Journal Publish- 
|ing Co., Akron, publisher of the Ak- 


ron Beacon Journal, by Congressman 
Martin L. Sweeney, Cleveland, who 
contended he had been damaged by 


| 











‘for the sheet. Length of their stay | he did a four-a-day as a vaude hoofer 


at the old Nixon, now being torn 
down for a parking lot. 





Comstock As Bridgeport M.E. 

Howerd I. Comstock this week (12) 
joined Bridgeport (Conn.) Times- 
Star as managing editor. Shakeup 
on Connecticut daily megnt retire- 
ment from news department of 
James L. McGovern, veteran editor. 

Comstock was formerly city ed. of 
the Bridgeport Post and m.e, of the 
Bridgeport Herald. He has recently 
been press chief for FHA in Bridge- 
port. 





Spot Mag’s Expansion 

Spot, picture magazine, starting 
with its August issue, will have two 
editors, one stationed in New York 


a syndicated column, on the ground | and the other on the Coast. 


that ‘no debatable constitutional 
question was involved.’ The decision 
affirmed that of earlier court. 

Suit was one of 
Sweeney against newspapers, Drew 
Pearson and Robert S. Allen, au- 
thors of ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round,’ and United Features, which 
distributes the column. Sweeney 
alleged he was damaged by a col- 
umn published on Dec. 23, 1938, 
which said the céngressman opposed 
the proposed appointment of U. S. 
District Attorney Emerich B. Freed 
of Cleveland as a federal judge. The 
article described Sweeney as a con- 
gressional spokesman for Father 
Coughlin and said he opposed Freed’s 


|appointment because Freed was a 
} . 
| foreign-born Jew. 





Time’s 2d Air Express Edition 
Time mag’s second Air Express 


Fred Feldkamp left Friday (9) to 
assume his Hollywood duties and 
Frank Fraysur, formerly with Life, 


70 filed by | will be in charge of the New York 


In addition to his chores for 
Feldkamp will also handle 


office. 
Spot, 


| pictorial tasks for the Fawcett film 


Magazines. 

Capt. Barney Oldfield’s Chores 

Capt. Barney Oldfield, who before 
he donned the khaki was the world’s 
champion film-seer as critic for the 
Nebraska State Journal, has been 
named assistant athletic, recreation 
and press relations officer at Jeffer- 
son Barracks, near Lincoln, his home 
town. He was transferred there last 
month from Ft. Crook, Omaha. 





CHATTER 
Kay Mulvey is writing a series of 








suiters, their college-bred sons and | ed in six days. It gives one perform- Holly d “S lity stori for 

a cleaver) and flock : <br ; Dp a Pe — +4 ywoo personality stories for 
perodies oe ee cmap Ph: harinory | daughters were beginning to chafe , ance which must click with precision, edition, which went to South Ame! American mag zine. 

as , “srs peppy cnat-| at the A.K. activities, and found | smoothness d lish. I ica last week, carried 11% pages of 
ter, which he filched f ° » a | ness and polish. In fact, the +a Walk Lon general manager 
r, e filched from current} haven in a number of adult camps | ‘Straw Hat Revue’ was one of the advertising (plus the three covers), iKer ng, genera g r, 
Broadway attractions and vaude| that were springing up. On beau-| regular weekly offerings, embellished | #8 Compared with 30 pages (plus sane a yh 4 ie apace 
idols. Added to this was*his own | = shec\covers) in the initial edition the | tiser, named publisher. 


| tiful lake sites, deep in pine woods, | and augmented only to the extent of | : , } 
with plenty of privacy, these bunga- | providing some additional running | Previous week. Second —— we ben Dg lg | ee cg — 
low colonies accented tennis, swim- time. (it ran only an hour and a | pages against the teeoff issue § 64. ealtor oO wo an rancisco I gs, 


ming, golf, horseback riding and | Approximately 20,000 copies of each | Coast and Fan Fare. 


special brand of ‘insults’ which he 
hurled at the guests upon any and'! 
no provocation, and which sent his 











delighted victims into paroxysms of 
glee. This one man roadshow also | 


had terrific ‘contact’—some No. 2 act| Lawyers, doctors, bookkeepers, 


school teachers and young business 


“What is Life?” tete-a-tetes. | 


| half at Tamiment.) 


Notable Alumni 
| Perhaps we can clinch our argu- 


were printed. 
Ad retes for the new edition, an- 


Joseph J. McAuliffe, managing ed- 
itor of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 


nounced by the mag last week, are: for 26 years, retired because of ill- 


that was laying off, or a newly| ment by listi ;.|One time age, $250; tw col- | nes 

; _ off, lenest unleashed thele dntniniel ; by listing some of the theatri- e » page, » ‘two ness. 
formed and ambitious dance team, | these ten eter hy recycling | cal Big Shots who are alumni of the | umns, $175; one column, $110;;| Stan Rubin and Jerry Schwartz 
en SHOCEnS FHUNE attorney | ing in an orgy of physical exercise | Summer resort barns, In the writing | half-column, $65; outside back| wound up collaboration on their 
with a flair for wearing false mUS-| ond. social | field, Eddie Eliscu and Mortimer | Cover, $495; inside covers, $380.| book, ‘Small Wonder,’ for summer 


activity. Masquerades, 


taches—all of whorn were delighted | : 
poetry readings, 


to appear as ‘guest stars’ for a free} ©2™P fires, 
weekend and applause. | 


A Stooge for the ‘Toomeler’ |cial director and the participants 
As the number of customers and| were the guests themselves. They 
buildings increased, there cropped | made their own fun and there was 


sings, dramatic entertainments and | 
stunt nights were arranged by a so-| 


| (The Flagler), Arthur Arent, Harold 
| Rome and Charles Friedman (Green 
Mansions),- John ~Wexley, Arthur 
Kober, Allen Boretz, Jack Murray, 
Dore Schary, Don Hartman. 


|inside covers are available in two 
colors at $350. 
Type is set and proofs pulled for 


the AE edition by the Cuneo Press 


eastern edition of the mag. Cover is 


in Philly, which prints the regular’ 


senee , Offmer (Camp Copake), Moss Hart | Covers are in four colors, although | publication. 


Garet Garrett, of Satevepost, 
brought to Atlantic City hospital 
from his Tuckahoe, N. Y., farm 
Thursdey (8), suffering from knee 
ailment. 
one of Varigty’s 


up a crying need for an assistant | plenty of it. | Comedians: Danny Kaye (Tami- : : , ree! Arthur Waters, 

toomeler’—usually a little guy with| One disturbing fact, however, was; ment), Henny Youngman (White | regulsr letter-press, while the inside correspondents in Philadelphia and 
a large collection of funny hats, who | constantly evident—there were al-| Roe), Jackie Miles (Laurel Country | pages ere done by offset. critic for Philadelphia Gazette- 
took care of the porch while the top | ways more she’s than he’s. Despite | Club), Johnny Howard (Brickman’s ap ag Democrat (anti-Nazi German-lan- 


man was busy falling into the swim- 
ming pool. Later on a baritone, a 
‘prim’ (prima donna), a blues or ‘Or- 
chi-Chornia’ singer and an all around 
juvenile with a blue jacket and 
white fl.nnels were added to the 
company. These specialists had to 
know how to ‘speak lines’ and per- 
formed one-acters like ‘The Valiant,’ 
‘Thank You, Doctor,’ ‘The Flatter- 
ing Word,’ and the whole Eugene 
O'Neill cycle on an improvised plat- 
form on Friday nights (Sabbath 
eve) when singing and dancing were 
taboo. Saturday night was still’ re- 
served for the ‘big show’—a cut- 
down, pirated version of ‘Rain or 
Shine’ or a hastily concocted revue 


| the noble efforts of the dining room 
| waiters—all college men, hired to 
| double as gigolos—each evening pro- 
| duced the same line of pathetic 
| wallflowers. 

Unwanted Dames 


The management was quick to re- 
alize that when these unwanted 
dames were watching a performance, 
they felt on a par with the more 
attractive and popular females and 
the tragic blow of undesirability was 
softened. It was this factor more 
| than anything else that inspired the 
elaboration of the entertainment, and 
finally wipéd out all the guest par- 
ticipation activities. Good actors, 


Hotel), Mischa Auer (Totem Lodge), 
Oshins and Lessy, Jack Gilford, 
Leonard Elliot. 


Actors and singers: George Tobias, 
Anne Lubowe, Rose Marie Brancato, 
Margaret Daum (Tamiment). Ger- 
| trude Niesen (Totem Lodge), Arthur 
| Tracy (Young’s Gap), Florence Wy- 
| man (The Flagler), June Havoc, 
| Katherine Locke (White Roe), Teddy 
| Bergman, Adelaide Klein, John 
| Brown (Copake), Sid Tomack, Val 
| Irving (Young’s Gap). 
| Milt Britton and his band were 
| found at the St. Regis hotel at 
| Fleischmann, N. Y.; Shep Fields and 
his Rippling Rhythm were picked up 





with ‘production numbers.’ 


Soon completely outfitted stages 
with fly lofts became _ standard 
ecipment at hotels like Grossinger’s, 
The Flagler, The President, Laurel 
C:untry Club—and a place called 
N. -merson’s built a 600-seat the- 
atre with permanent seats, because 
old man Nemmerson was ‘sick and 
tired of pushing folding chairs 


directors, string ensembles, dancers | at Grossinger’s, and many others. 
and comedians were engaged to pro- | These are all names that clicked on 
| vide a weekly bill of concerts, | the summer circuit before they made 
drama, political satire and unabashed | the big time. And when you consider 
;hokum. However, the audiences, | that the summer resorts cough up 
having an intellectual or pseudo-in- | close to $2,000,000 a season for enter- 
| tellectual outlook, demanded a more | tainment, that ain’t ‘Borscht 

| highbrow type of amusement at the; So let’s forget ‘The Borscht Cir- 
|adult camps than they did at the cuit.’ 

| hotels in the Catskills. The owners; Mazx Liebman. 

of these camps never considered! Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Danny Kaye). 





James Boyd Buys Weekly 





,;and $l-a-year G-man, has become 
|a@ newspaper publisher as well, hav- 
ing bought the Sand Hill Pilot in 
|his home town of Southern Pines, 
|N. C. He boasts that the Sheet has 
|}a ‘guaranteed’ circulation of 1,200. 

Novelist, who, as chairman of the 
| Free Company, was in charge of 
that group’s recent CBS programs 
espousing democracy and the Bill of 
Rights, is already planning tentative- 
ly to revive the series for the fall, 
with virtually the same lineup of 
name authors and actors participat- 
ing. Shows drew a steadily growing 
audience during their 13 weeks on 
the air. 

In addition, Boyd will continue 
as $l-a-year advisor to the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 





Seek Daily's Records 
Federal Judge Alva M. Lumpkin 
eastern South Carolina district fed. 
eral court, has instructed litigents 
counsel to file by June 15 briefs cov- 





James Boyd, novelist, broadcaster | 





guage daily), was badly battered and 
almost lost an eye when slugged in 
a holdup recently. 


John Ferris, of AP’s cable desk 
in New York, has been switched to 
Special News Service to take over 
part of duties of Mark Barron, 
drama ed, during Barron’s current 
prolonged illness. Ferris also subbed 
for Berron when latter went to Ehio- 
pia in 1936. 


Western Woman, mag for free dis- 
tribution by Independent Grocers of 
Southern California, mekes its debut 
June 12, with Ruth Waterbury as 
editor and Ann Daggett associate 
editor. -It will be published every 
two weeks, with an initial circula- 
tion of 350,000. 

Harry Lee of Warners’ h.o. press 
department has had accepted for 
Xmas publication by Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce a book on Henry D. Thoreau, 
19th century writer - naturalist. 
Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times drama 
crick, has written the foreword tc 
the book, which {is titled ‘O All Ye 


ering contentions as to whether or’ Green Things.’ 
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As Broadway 


Pat Kettler has renamed his boat 
to Bummy, A.K. 

Dan Dohertys are expecting their 
sixth this summer, 

Jessie Royce Landis operated on at 
New York hospital. 

Harry Fleisher, general manager 
for Gilbert Miller, out of hospital. 

Clifford C. Fischer under the 
weather since his return from Rio. 

A. P. Waxman has opened his own 
= relations bureau in Radio 

ity. 

I C. Herman, brother of A. H. 
Woods, seriously ill at home but im- 





proved. 
George Berry, Paramount attor- 
ney, at home recovering from 
pleurisy. 


Jimmy Stroock’s apartment vir- 
tually gutted by fire after insurance 
policy had lapsed. 

Grace Moore gave a recital at Sar- 
anac Lake Saturday (10) for benefit 
of the Saranac Guild. 


S. Jay Kaufman press contact for 
‘The Night of the Americas’ event 
at Carnegie Hall May 23. 


rthur Hornblow, Jr., and Myrna 
ae (Mrs. Hornblow) left for the 
Coast Monday (12) by train. 

Robert Foulk, dialog director at 
Warners, in town for a couple of 
weeks’ seeing the shows, etc. 

Just after the Diamond Bros. 
opened a cafe at Malvern, L. I., one 
was called in the army draft. 

Annual affair of the Newspaper 
Guild will be held Friday night (16) 
at the Manhattan Opera House. 

Pete Mayer planed to the Coast 
Friday (9) to rejoin Sam Katzman 
in an associate producing capacity. 

John Roy, Rainbow Room manag- 
ing director, in Fifth Ave. hospital 
because of flu, but okay now. 

Volume of visitors to the observa- 
tion tower at the Empire State Bldg, 
up 25% over same period last year. 

Bob Weitman gave his golf clubs 
some exercise at Adolph Zukor’s 
estate up the Hudson Saturday (10). 

Al Burks, with Metro in the Char- 
lotte territory, called to N.Y. sud- 
denly after his wife took seriously 
ill. 

Herbert White, 20th-Fox manager 
in Cuba, originally due in N. Y. this 
week, has delayed his trip indef- 
initely. 

Roy Disney arrived in New York 
Friday (9) from the Coast for indef 
stay to work on ‘Reluctant Dragon’ | 
openings. 

Hy Gardner’s novelty  ballyhoo 
buildup for Tommy Dorsey’s preem 
at the Hotel Astor next Tues- 
day (20). 

Romney Brent to St. Louis this! 
summer for legit staging while Mrs. 
B. (Gino Malo) has legit offers in 
New York, 

Leon Netter returned during the 
ast week from conferences with | 

ar partners in Miami, Jacksonville 
and Atlanta. 

Mary, 10-year-old daughter of 
Charlie MacArthur and Helen Hayes, 
underwent appendectomy in Nyack 
hospital last week. 

With the windup of their chores in 
Universal’s ‘Moonlight in Hawaii,’ 
the Merry Macs are slated for U’s 


pital. Presided at recent opening 
of remodeled portion. 

Dr. George Gallup and David 
Ogilvy, director of his Audience Re- 
search Institute, back from Holly- 
wood after four days of confabbing 
with RKO execs on surveys being 
made for the company. 

Ed Hurley, for many years a film 
publicist, is now handling the Show 
Spot, which opened Saturday (10), 
operated by Mrs. May Schwartz, who 
has been in the fur business, and 
her sister, Frances Kay, from the 
direct-mail advertising field. 


his father in the N. Y. restaurant, 
will operate the eatery this summer 
at the County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. 
He may or may not use the Sardi 
name. Jean Muir and Sanford 
Meisner will manage theatre this 
season. 


| Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 








Mrs. Mark Luescher here for the 
season. 


Ruth Warrick to the Coast on pic- 
ture deal. 


Grant Mills to Showhegan from 
strawhat season. 


Muriel Dickson, Met soprano, here 
for a few days. 


Boris Karloff commuting from To- 
keneke to Broadway. 

Efrem Kurtz, Ballet Russe con- 
ductor, househunting. 

Pat Powers promoting grand opera 
at his Longshore Club. 

Helen Olheim back from Metro- 
politan Opera spring tour. 

Mady Christians renting Alexan- 
der Clark’s place at Mud Pond. 

John Fearnley, new technical di- 
rector of Country Playhouse, here to 
open the theatre. 

Ringling Brothers Circus reported 
considering two-day stand at nearby 
Bridgeport this season. 

Lawrence Langner and Armina 
Marshall to the Coast for two weeks 
before opening their place here. 

John and Carly Wharton have 
bought a country seat here in the 
season’s biggest local realty deal. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
visited here with the Jack Wilsons a 
few days before going to Wisconsin. 

Fritz Reiner, conductor of the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, and 
Mrs. Reiner (Carlotta Irwin) at their 
local spot. 

Peggy French at the Longshore 
Club with her parents. Eleanor 
French filling engagement at Drake 
hotel, Chicago. 

Lily Pons sang benefit for Greek 
relief at Stamford (11). Albert 
Spalding, violinist, came with motor- 
cycle escort from Coca-Cola broad- 
cast for same show. 

Grace Moore gave a benefit con- 
cert Sunday (11) for occupational 
therapy activities at Saranac Lake 


;}and then returned to her farm at 


Newtown. Her husband Valentin 
Parera, is ailing at Saranac. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





‘San Antonio Rose.’ 


Anne Burr, ingenue in ‘Native 
Son,’ at the St. James, has been | 
tested by RKO. Edith Van Cleve, | 


of MCA, arranged it. 

Leon Netters are on .an auto trip 
through New England which will 
keep the Par theatre executive away 
for two to three weeks. 

George Schaefer heads the com- 
mittee for the RKO golf tournament 
to be held May 20 at the West- 
chester Country Club, Rye. 

Thomas Orchard, March of Time 
associate producer, called to active 
duty with the Navy Dept. at Wash- | 
ington. He is a lieutenant in the} 
Reserves. 

Jerry Keyser, ‘Warner Bros. foreign 
Publicity chief, back at his desk this 
week for first time in nearly six 
weeks. Flu and attack of pneumonia 
kept him bedded. 

Charles Bochert, 
agent and manager, 
staff of the Mineola 
which will. have its 
showing Sept. 9-13. 

Roofs starting to open so summer's 
here ‘officially.’ Waldorf preems this 
week; St. Moritz’s Sky Gardens next. | 
And Ben Marden’‘s Riviera also opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for the season. 

Fred Jacoby, Jr., who won the 
Albany-to-New York outboard motor 
boat race Sunday (11) for the second 
time is a scenic artist but isn’t work- | 


former @Wegit | 

again on the 
(L.1.) Fair, 
99th annual 


ing at_it.eHe also designs speed boats. | 1 


John P. Goring, vet theatre man- 
ager who handled the old Criterion | 
for many years as a roadshow house, | 
is the author of a novel, ‘The Right 
to Be Wrong,’ brought out by Live-| 
right. 

Belle Goldstein, secretary to 
Adolph Zukor for many years who 
remained on the Coast after the Par 
chairman returned East, came back 
herself recently and is on the at- 
liberty list, 

RKO v.p. Malcolm’ Kingsberg 
hosted the Louis Goldbergs (RKO| 
division manager) at the City Ath- 
letic Club on the occasion of their 
fourth wedding anniversary last, 
Friday night. 

Jack Barry, for 17 years a Para- 
mount home office executive, has} 
been elected president of the board, 
of trustees of the West Side hos-} 





at the Minerva, Sydney. 


Wallace Parnell, Tivoli loop, visit- | 


ing U. S. in June on talent buys. 


Hoyts, under Charles Munro, will | 


turn in at end of this financial year 
highest profit ever recorded by unit. 


Government has cut the import of | 


pic stills to this zone to save dollar 


exchange. Printing, too, has been 
severely cut. 
Dickerings going on _ between 


| Hoyts and Warners covering a new 


contract arrangement to cover future 
when present agreement 
next September. 

Gilbert-Sullivan opera troupe con- 
tinves to hit new records in New 
Zealand for Williamson-Tait. It’s 
the only flesh-blood show playing 
N. Z. presently. 

‘Crazy Show’ is a click in Sydney 
for Tivoli loop. Lineup features Ed- 
win Styles, Jenny Howard, George 
Wallace, Howard Nichols, Magna 
Neeld, Tai-Sings and Billy Kershaw. 

Jim Gerald, former vaude-revue 
star, has been appointed by the mil- 
itary authorities to take charge of 
entertainment for the Aussie troops 
abroad.» Gerald is an honorary lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 

Federal government planning 
$1,000,000 high-powered short wave 
station for transmitting Aussie pro- 
grams abroad, with special atten- 
tion to be given news services for 


lineup, 
(Par), 


Zealand with following 
‘Northwest Mounted Police’ 
‘Nanette’ (RKO), 
(Par), ‘Strike Up the Band’ (M-G), 
and ‘Great Dictator’ (UA). 

‘Boom Town’ and ‘Philadelphia 
Story,’ both M-G, two of the biggest 
boxoffice clicks in Sydney recently. 

Williamson-Tait reviving ‘Sally’ in 
Melbourne. Cast includes Dot Ran- 
kin, Don Nicol, Charles Norman, 
Hugh Steyne and John Frazer. 

‘Gone’ (M-G) will be playdated in 


New Zealand next month via the | 


Amalgamated loop. Believed hat 
pic will not be released in the Aussie 
nabes at increased admissions after 
final city runs, with Metro holding 
back until the lower rates operate on 
new distribution setup. 


Vincent Sardi, Jr., associated with | 


Dave Martin may quit legit for pix | 


expires | 


J. S. 
U. S. product doing okay in New | 


‘Arise My Love’ | 


London 


Ernie Lotinga left $1,265. 
George Foster’s house and put- 
ting green in Margate bombed. 


Val Parnell’s hobby when week- 
ending at his country cottage in 
Laidlaw is bricklaying. 


The Pigalle is new nitery to open 
}in the West End shortly. It’s the 
old Monico, closed for months. 


Will Hay opened three communal 
restaurants at Portsmouth, and had 
one of them named after him. 


Nat Carne, in charge of Columbia 
Artists recording here, a thrombosis 
victim, 

New manager for Metro’s Empire 
in Leicester Square is J. S. Morgan. 
For years he’s been chief engineer 
for Metro, job he’ll continue to hold. 


Talkies have come to the Scilly 
Isles (off south England) for the 
first time in the form of Ministry of 
Information wartime shorts. 

Stately Coliseum theatre, with its 
super seating and massive stage, is 
latest legit house to go for the fight 
game. Promoter is Sidney Hulls. 

Distributing offices of United Art- 
ists, General Films Distributors and 
Paramount in the Midlands have 
been blitzed. 

Louis Marx, formerly European 
genera] sales manager for Universal, 
has joined Columbia as productien 
supervisor here. 

Betty Frankiss, who retired since 
she wed a year ago, is returning to 
the stage via radio and lining up act 
with Arthur Klein. 

Bertie Adams, formerly manager 
of Empire, Holborn, for General 
Theatres Corp., named roving man- 
ager for firm. 

Harry Ross, who formerly man- 
aged Palace, Walthamstow, for Syn- 
dicate Halls, has leased house from 
S.H. and will operate it as indie 
vaudeville house. 

Trade is again talking of Bill Sis- 
trom’s intention to make A. P. Her- 
bert’s ‘Water Gypsies’ in technicolor 
for RKO, with Brian Desmond Hurst 
likely te direct. 

Louis Kastner, in Lisbon looking 
after United Artists’ export inter- 
ests, commissioned by the Ministry 
of Information to look after sales of 
British films. 

John Baxter directs ‘The Common 
Touch’ for British National Pictures, 
after which he resigns from the 
company’s board. He has been a 
board director since its inception. 

Warners’ ‘You Can’t Escape For- 
ever,’ starring Ann Dvorak, also uses 
Griffith Jones, Ben Lyon, Jeanne 
De Casalis, Robert Norley Harry 
Welchman, Elizabeth Welch and 
Frederick Burtwell. 

Warners has changed title of new 
picture, now being produced at its 
Teddington studios, from “You Can’t 
Escape Forever’ to ‘There’s No Es- 
cape,’ with Mary Maguire, just over 
a bout of babying, added to the cast. 

A French theatre is being estab- 
lished in London at the Institute 
Francais in Kensingttn. Members 
of the Comedie Francaise will stage 
classics there the last Saturday of 
every month. 

‘Wednesday After the War,’ pre- 
sented by the Anglo-Polish Art Co., 
and backed by Albert Victor Clarke, 
|loca] industrialist, at New theatre, 
'folded after fortnight’s struggle. 
| Show cost promoter $35,000, and was 
generally voted worst effort in years. 
| Lord Vivian (Elliott & Vivian), 
having been invalided out of the 
army, is now trying to get into the 
air force, in the administrative sec- 
ition. George Elliott, who started 
his army career as second lieutenant, 
| has been promoted to captain. 

Ronald Brooks over in America 
| with exhibition of paintings, the sub- 
jects of which are mostly London’s 
fire watchers, was anxious to get 
| hold of painting of burning of Dun- 
kirk, owned by Tommy Bostock, and 
of which there are only four in the 
world. 

It’s understood deal is near the 
inking stage between Gainsboro 
Films and director Anthony Asquith 
for a long-term contract. Pact would 
call for two or three pictures a year 
from Asquith, commencing with fall 











production at the Shepherd’s Bush | 


studios. 

Although escaping a bombing, F. 
W. Allport, local head of Hays or- 
ganization, has had to give up his 
offices in Seymour place due to fire. 

Joe Friedman, head of Columbia 
Pictures (London), now in Holly- 
wood, has had his furniture from 
his London flat shipped there. 

Oscar Deutsch threw a party at 
the Mirabell restaurant after pre- 


miere of ‘Major Barbara’ at Odeon, | 


Chief guests were 
Diana Wynyard, Leslie Howard, 
Anthony Asquith, Mary Maguire, 
Carroll Reed, Christopher Mann and 
|Robert Newton, who came in his 
naval attire. 

Unexpected hits in George Black’s 
|‘Black Vanities,’ at Victoria Palace, 
'were the Borstal Boys, 
| who have kicked around show biz 
for years, never exceeding $100 per. 
Some years ago they were Schmidt 
and Schmidt, in the days when con- 
|tinental knockabouts were the 
| vogue; then they changed to Chris- 
topher and Columbus. 
| Fiim trade is very peeved by the 
attitude of the high moguls in the 
| Royal Air Force, who have appar- 
|}ently given Oscar Deutsch sole con- 
| cession for making pictures with the 
| R.A.F. background. Reason for pref- 
‘erence is due to Deutsch having 
| given his Odeon, Leicester Square, 


Leicester Square. 


acrobats | 


| tor R.A.F. boxing charity tourna- 
ment, so the trade avers. 


Stanley Lupino’s new musical, 
‘Lady Behave,’ being staged by Wil- 
liam Mollison and presented by Jack 

| Hylton in association with Molli- 
|son, will have two leading femmes 
lin Sally Gray and Pat Kirkwood. 


|Show is due for eight weeks pro- | 
opening sometime in | 


| vincial tour, 
| June. Then comes to either the 
Carlton, Paramount’s picture house, 
or His Majesty’s theatre. 

Excelsior Films, new indie pro- 
; duction outfit of Marcel Hellmann, 
is putting its first feature into work 
at Denham. It’s a screen treatment 


back, ‘Jeannie,’ and 
Redgrave with Barbara Mullen. 
Latter handled the stage role. Har- 
old French directs. In support are 
Wilfrid Lawson, Kay Hammond and 
Albert Lieven. 


production, around life story of in- 


up pending final oka. as to avail- 
ability of Laurence Olivier for the 
lead. Actor has been assigned to 
the Fleet Air Arm for immediate 
duties, but as film is being made 
with Air Ministry cooperation, it’s 
understood latter will petition the 
Navy group for Olivier’s release for 
the film. 


‘Babes in Blue’ is title of new 
musical Major Eric Maschwitz has 
written for Arthor Askey, which is 
being sponsored by Jack Hylton and 
produced by William Mollison. It’s 
down for hearing cometime in June. 

To encourage civilians to carry 
their gas masks, a suburban cinema 
recently made an offer from the 
stage to present free seats to every- 
body present who was in possession 
of respirators. Out of the 1,000 
patrons only 323 qualified for the 
privilege. 


New show producing company, 
operated by Jack Oliphant, local 
publicity hound, and angeled by Ar- 
thur Budinger, whose real biz is 
selling furs and sixins, looks like 
having hit in Walter Ellis’s farce, 
‘He Didn’t Want to Do It. Show 
clicked on its opening stanza at 
Birmingham, then goes to Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Bradford, Aberdeen and 
Blackpool. Tom Bostock, head of 
Associated Theatres Properties, is 
giving it the once over at Bradford, 
with view of putting it into one of 
his West-End theatres. Bronson Al- 
bery also wants it for one of his 
houses. A Metro picture scout has 
put in an offer for the film rights. 





Panama 

Drena Beach, who once did a 
‘Tiger’ dance, now running dress 
shop here. 

Jimmie Dean, who sold out his in- 
terests in the Balboa Garden, going 
in for heavy advertising to plug his 
new casino 65 miles up the bush on 
the new Pan-American Highway. 

Florida Club at last off the ‘off 
limits’ with the army, and booking 
Cubanas into the spot. Once a spot 
gets the name of ‘joint’ here, it’s a 
tough climb to hit the top brackets 
again. 

Eldean Coffey is now head man at 
Atlas Gardens. Jess Coffey, his 
brother, pulled a sneak and headed 
for N. Y. with his future missus, 





Jane Sexton. They jell in New 
York. 

At Palm Terrace, Panama City 
night spot catering to the soldier 


trade, two soldiers in two weeks fell 
off its high baleony and both died. 
Naturally, it did the spot 
on publicity. 

This is something of a record for 
| jumps. Mary Lee Kelley’s new 
show, booked out of L.A., rode a bus 
lall the way to New Orleans, then 
| boarded a boat for another five days’ 
sail to Panama. 

In the States they may stand in 
line for flickers such as ‘Gone with 


| the Wind,’ etc., but here the natives | 


their blood and 
aplenty. The horror 
| Satan,’ has had them 
{line in Colon, 

Best news 
| heard here recently is the reduction 
of the bond by the Panama govern- 
|ment for entertainers. Kelley’s Sil- 
ver Spray and Atlantico have about 
$2,000 to $4,000 tied up in bonds for 
ithe gals all the time. 


thunder 
serial, ‘Dr. 
standing in 


| want 


Deal on to try to bring the strand- | 


|ed Original Ballet Russe troupe, now 
|at Havana, to Panama for a run of 
| the camps and Zone clubhouses, with 
possible South American tour to fol- 
|low. Promoter figures on trimming 
the show. 
| La Tribuna, Government 
ama)-controlled paper, going 
| heavy opposition to Panama Ameri- 
‘can for night club and cantina ads. 
| Will cut in on the President’s 
| brother, Harmodio Arias, who con- 
| trols the American. 
| Jap boats formerly bringing acts 
|from Los Angeles to Panama and 
| other Central American ports now 
i'make them sign a waiver that in 
lease of Jap-U.S. war they are ‘on 
|their own’ and the Jap line is no 
| more responsible for their safety. 
Formerly singles in the States, 
Sally and Judy Richards teamed and 
are the current swing sensations of 
Panama’s hectic night life. It’s a 
singing and piano act. They’ve had 
several radio offers here, but no 
spika da Spanish, so they nixed ’em. 
They're actually Sally White and 
Judy Vale, Bostonians. 


of West End legit hit of a season | 
stars Michael | 


The George King-John Stafford | 
ventor of the Spitfire airplane, held | 


no good | 


nitery operators have | 


(Pan- } 
into | 





Hollywood 





Garson Kanin expects his army 
call June 20. 


Dennis O'Keefe recovering from 
appendectomy. 

Paul Mantz, stunt flyer, recovering 
from an auto crash. 

Spyros Skouras in town on Greek 
War relief matters. 


Edward Churchill rejoined Para- 
mount publicity staff. 

Dorothy Lamour taking a month’s 
| vacation in Honolulu. 


John Hubbard bought a one-acre 


home site in Brentwood. 
; Cedric Gibbons Clippering to Hon- 


| olulu for two-week siesta. 

George Jessel sold his home in 
Beverly Hills for $23,500. 

Norman Taurog back from two- 
; week siesta in New York. 


Dick Pritchard recovering from 
his second major operation. 


Jack Hively, director, took his 
physical exam for the draft. 


Allan Jones is constructing an of- 
fice building in Beverly Hills. 


Dorothy Sebastian returned from 
New York to re-enter pictures. 


Lana Turner returned from Broad- 
way vacation for tests at Metro. 

Larry Whitten shifted from Al 
Kingston’s office to Mills Artists. 

Buster Keaton retired from ‘Pud- 
din’ Head’ cast because of illness. 

Roy Del Ruth returned to his 
Metro desk after a siege of illness. 

Wilma Francis, stage actress, filed 
divorce suit against Leon Janney. 
Cary Grant bought the old Gene 
Stratton Porter estate in Bel Air. 
Bill Jordan returned from Florida 
to reopen his Bar of Music nitery. 

Henry Ginsberg leased the Marion 
Davies beach house for the summer. 

Robert Sisk to San Francisco for 
story huddles with Eugene O'Neill. 

Bill Boyd started his seventh year 
= 37th picture as ‘Hopalong Cas- 
sidy.’ 

Arthur Hornblow and Myrna Loy 
returned from vacation in New 
York. 

Yola d’Avril, film actress, won a 
divorce from Edward Ward, com- 
poser. 

Charles McCarthy trained in from 
New York for studio huddles at 
20th-Fox. 

Jeanne Kelly and Richard Brooke, 
film players, picked June 1 as their 
wedding day. 
| Harry M. Warner 
| American Legion Clu 
| American flag. 

Harry Langdon, screen comic, was 
hit by a truck and is laid up with 
a back injury. 

Miriam Hopkins back from New 
York to spend the summer in her 
Bevhills home. 

Jack Benny and Carolyn Lee 
made a newsreel clip for National 
| Defense Bonds. 

Anna_ Hope, 
player, drew her 
citizenship papers. 

Clark Gable and Carole Lombard 
on a hunting and fishing vacation in 
Northern California. 

Ole Olsen’ arrives tomorrow 
| (Thursday) for huddles on the film- 
|ing of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ 

Jean Bosquet assigned to handle 
news art at Paramount, succeeding 
Jack Kelly, resigned. . 

Olympe Bradna, film actress, and 
Douglas Wilhoit, radio singer, will 
wed tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Al Rogell, film director, paid 
|} $100,000 for the Freeman Gosden 
(Amos) home in Bevhills. 

N. P. Pery paused on his way to 
| Sydney as Columbia’s supervisor for 
| Australia and the Far East. 
| YY. Frank Freeman was chief Mo- 

tion Picture Day speaker at Los 
| Angeles Advertising Club. 

Douglas Fairbanks’ memory is, be- 
|ing perpetuated by $40,000 marble 
;tomb in Hollywood Cemetery 

| Lois Andrews (Mrs. George Jessel) 





presented 
with a new 


film 
American 


German-born 
final 





| withdrew from the ‘Girls From Pan- 
}ama’ cast to prepare for mother- 
| hood, 


Fernando de Fuentes, president of 
Motion Picture Directors Guild of 
| Mexico, in town studying film tech- 
nique. 

Eddie Norris drew a _ six-month 
deferment on his,draft call while he 
| studies to qualify as a flying in- 
structor. 

John Kimbrough, All-American 
football player from Texas, heading 
for Hoilywod in June for a try at 
pictures. 

Ann Harding being sued for $5,000 
legal fees as aftermath of her litiga- 
tion with her former husband, Harry 
Bannister. 

James Stewart, now a corporal in 

the Army, was guest of film execs 
at a National Defense luncheon at 
the Biltmore. 
@ Dennis Morgan starts east tomor- 
row ‘Thursday) for a stage tour, in- 
cluding two weeks at the Strand the- 
atre, New York. 

Victoria Mix de Olazabal filed a 
suit in Superior Court seeking $50,- 
000 from the estate of her former 

| husband, Tom Mix. 

Two sons of well-known names are 
making their film debut in ‘Henry 
| Aldrich for President’ at Paramount, 
| William Cabanne and William Beau- 


; dine, Jr. 

Old Walt Disney studio on Hy- 
perion blvd. is going in for a new 
form of animation. Disney sold it 
for $75,000 to the William T. Thomp- 


_' son Co., manufacturers of vitamins. 
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OBITUARIES 


PEGGY SHANNON 

Peggy Shannon, 31, redhaired film 
actress once groomed as Clara Bow’s 
successor, was found dead May 11 
in her North Hollywood, Cal., home. 
Discovered by her husband, Albert 
G. Roberts, studio cameraman, the 
actress, with a half-smoked cigaret 
hanging from her lips, was seated on 
a chair with her head lying on a 
table. Death was the result of acute 
alcoholism. 

Miss Shannon, who was born in 
Pine Bluff, Ark., started her picture 
career in 1932 after she had been 
selected by Paramount as one of 10 
stage ‘unknowns’ to be given a break 
at the studio. Shortly after arriving 
in Hollywood, Clara Bow became ill 
and Miss Shannon replaced her in 
‘The Secret Call’ opposite Richard 
Arlen. 

Other pictures in which Miss 
Shannon later appeared included 
‘This Reckless Age,’ ‘Hotel Conti- 
nental,’ ‘The Painted Women,’ ‘So- 
ciety Girl,’ ‘Girl Missing,’ ‘Devil’s 
Mate,’ ‘The Deluge,’ ‘Turn Back the 
Clock,’ ‘Night Life of the Gods,’ ‘The 
Case of the Lucky Legs,’ ‘Youth on 
Parole,’ ‘Blackwell’s Island,’ ‘The 
Adventures of Jane Arden,’ ‘Fixer 
Dugan,’ and ‘Cafe Hostess.’ 

Before entering pictures, Miss 
Shannon had appeared for one sea- 
son as a Ziegfeld girl. A press agent 
stunt proclaimed her a famous 
Arkansas beauty, and along with the 
fanfare came an announcement from 
the producer that she had been 
signed for his latest extravaganza. 
Thereafter she played in stock and 
acted in many Broadway produc- 
tions, most of them failures, before 
going into pix. 





CISSY FITZGERALD 

Cissy Fitzgerald, 68, stage and 
screen actress who claimed distinc- 
tion as the first woman to appear in 
film dramas, died May 5 at Oving- 
dean, near Brighton, England. Pri- 
vately, she was Mrs. Cissy Tucker. 

A musical comedy star of the 90s, 

} Miss Fitzgerald had a varied career 
on the stage, acting under the man- 
agement of Charles and Daniel Froh- 
man, George Edwards and Charles 
Dillingham. She starred as the orig- | 
inal ‘Gaiety Girl,’ prototype to the 
Ziegfeld girl, and was also seen in 
‘On and Off’ among others. 

Miss Fitzgerald, who was a two- 
reel comedy favorite in the early 
days of the film industry, once op- 
erated her own producing company 
in Miami and Hollywood. Upon her 
marriage she retired briefly and 
later returned to act in pictures. 
One of her last films was with Ron- 
ald Colman in ‘The Masquerader.’ 

Because of similarity of Miss Fitz- 
gerald’s marriage name to that of 
Sophie Tucker, reports circulated in 
New York Saturday morning (10) 
that the American comedienne had 
died. Checked by the Associated 
Press in San Francisco, where she 
is current at the Bal Tabarin, Miss 
Tucker was reached at her hotel and 
replied that she ‘was very much 
dead until she was awakened.’ 

SANDRA LYNDE 

Sandra Lynde; 32, vaude and 
night club performer who once 
teamed with Al Trahan, died May 
10 after an operation at Pearl River, 
N. Y. Before illness halted her ca- 


reer last year, she had made several | 


appearances on television. 

Miss Lynde, whose real name was 
Dorothy Fox, was born in Brooklyn 
and started her stage career as a 
member of the road company of 
‘Power’ in 1930. She also performed 
in stock and was seen several sea- 
Sons ago in Max Gordon’s Broadway 
production of “The Great Waltz.’ 

As a singer, Miss Lynde had filled 
engagements at many hotels and 
niteries including Palm Beach’s Bilt- 
more hotel, Billy Rose’s N. Y. Casa 
Manana, Chez Maurice, Montreal, 
and the Club Charles, Baltimore. 
1939 she toured in vaude, and while 
with Trahan appeared at the Gros- 
venor House, London. 

Her mother survives. 





JACK MANGEAN 

Jack Mangean, 71, veteran acro- 
bat who founded and managed the 
Famous Mangean Troupe, died of 
pneumonia May 9 in Bellevue Hos- 
pital, New York. His right name 
was John T. Regan. 

Originator of many _ acrobatic 
tricks, Mangean had managed the 
troupe for more than 50 years. As 
a performer and manager he had 


toured the world, appearing in 
vaude, circuses and fairs. 
Surviving are two sisters, Mrs. | 


Katherine Graham and Mrs. Anna 


Regan Frankel, a former actress, 
both of New York. Funeral services 
were held in New York and burial 
took place in Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Philadelphia. 





JAMES C. BRADFORD 

James C. Bradford, 55, pioneer in 
synchronizing musical scores with 
motion pictures and owner of one of 
the largest libraries of filmed music 
in the industry, died May 11 at his 
home in Neponsit, L. I. 

As early as 1919, Bradford devised 
a means of providing musical ac- 
companiments to silent pictures and 
later at the advent of the sound 
track, contributed towards its per- 
fection. He’s said to have been the 
first man to have written a score 
especially ior a picture. 

Bradford, born in Rochester, N. Y., 
was a music student at Ocean Grove, 
N. J., in his youth and specialized 
in scoring and conducting for film 
producers. Though he had once 
been connected with Paramount and 
Universal, he hadn’t been a regular 
studio employee in recent years. 
However, ke often served in advisory 
capacity to various film companies. 

A member of the American Soci- 
ety of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, Bradford leaves his widow, 
Edna; two sisters and a _ brother. 
Funeral services will be held today 
(Wednesday) at Fresh Pond Crema- 
tory, Queens, N. Y. 





JACK MURRAY 

Jack Murray, former daredevil 
performer, whose real name was 
John W. B. Murray, died May 1 at 
the House of Calvary, the Bronx, 
N. Y., where he had been a patient 
for three months. 

Long active in -vaude and bur- 
lesque, Murray had also appeared in 
pictures and radio. He leaves his 
sister, Mrs. Ruth Reid. Funeral 
services were held under auspices of 
the Actors’ Fund and burial took 
place at the Fund plot, Evergreen 
cemetery, Brooklyn. 

JOSEPH MORENA 

Joseph Morena, widely-known mu- 
sic teacher, died in Philadelphia 
last Thursday (7) at the age of 100. 


|Known as ‘The Professor,’ Morena 


is reputed to have given lessons to 
scores of Philadelphia musicians, in- 
cluding several members of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Born in Italy, he toured the world 
as a band leader. He first went to 
Philadelphia more than 35 years ago 
to play at the dedication of the Co- 
lumbus Monument in Fairmount 
Park. Soon after he settled in that 
city. Survived by a son and three 
deughters. 





SAM BECKHARDT 





In |} 


Samuel Beckhardt, 52, died sud- 
denly at his home in New York May 
10, evidently from a heart attack. 
| He was a ticket broker and for years 
| had a store adjoining Loew’s: State 
theatre on Broadway. Decline in 
the theatre forced him to move to 
other quarters and more recently he 
was connected with the Supreme 
agency. 

Al Friend, a booking agent, was a 


| her home in that city recently after 
'a long illness. 





Herman H. Geiser, 65, veteran 
Troy, N. Y., bandsman, died at Ellis 
hospital, Schenectady, May 7, after a 
long illness. Four sisters and three 
brothers survive. 





Mrs. Ernest Miller, 34, wife of Re- 
public cameraman, died May 5 in 
| Hollywood. 








Mother of Sterling Fisher, CBS di- 
rector of talks and education, died 
May 4. 





Wife of Victor Milner, 46, Para- 
mount director of photography, died 
May 10 in Los Angeles. 


3 Men From Autry Rodeo 
Held on Girl Charges 


Pittsburgh, May 13. 

Three men from rodeo starring 
Gene Autry, which played Gardens 
here last week, were arrested by 
local police in the disappearance of 
six. girls ranging in age from 14 to 
22 from their Ohio homes. Girls 
were detained for their parents. 
Bronce busters were Fred Miller, of 
Los Angeles, and Cy McSpadden, of 
Oklahoma, who were charged with 
contributing to the delinquency of 
minors, and Rex Rossi, of Browns- 
ville, Tex., who was held on a 
morals offense by Pittsburgh au- 
thorities. 

Later FBI men charged the trio 
with violating the Mann act. Sandra 
Russo, of Cleveland, the eldest girl, 
was charged with vagrancy. Arrests 
were made on complaint of Ohio 
police. 











MARRIAGES 


May Cameron to Dick Odell, in 
New York, May 5. Bride’s a switch- 


board operator with Universal’s 
home-office; he’s with the U. S. 
navy. 


Jane P. Sousa to James G. Gillon, 
in New York, Mey 7. Bride’s 
grand-daughter of the 
Philip Sousa, bandmaster and com- 
poser. 

Howard Fitzpatrick to Helen De- 
lay, in Boston, May 10. Groom is 
radio editor of Boston Post; bride 
was formerly personal secretary. to 
former Governor Hurley of Massa- 
chusetts. 

Billie Mercer to Bob Kessner, in 
Los Angeles, May 8. He is on leave 
from Fox-West Coast exploitation 
department for a year’s service in 
the Army. 

Myrtle Hamilton to Gary Kriedt, 
in San Francisco, May 4. He's 
KFRC production manager; she’s 
non-pro. 

Thora Thompson to Roland 
Schweer, in Weslaco, Texas, May 3. 
He is assistant production manager; 
bride is member of continuity de- 
partment of station KRGV, Weslaco. 

Bettye Nelson to Jack Susami, in 
Detroit, Mich., May 2. He’s a booker 
for Universal Pix. 


troit, Mich., May 1. He’s office man- 
ager of Al Dezel Roadshows, De- 
troit, and son of Jacob Boodman, in 
Detroit show biz. 

Phyllis Harbaugh to Joe Norden, 





cousin, Widow, son and sister sur- 
vive. 





GOLDING BRIGHT 

Golding Bright, 67, theatrical agent 
and play broker, died in London 
| April 14. He acted es agent for many 
| of the best known authors and man- 
;agements, among them Somerset 
Maugham and J. M. Barrie, repre- 
senting the latter for 30 years. 
| In his early days Bright had been 
|a stage gossip writer for the London 
|Daily Express. Survived by his 
widow, George Egerton, the novel- 
ist. 








RAY HARRINGTON 


arranger, died May 9 in Los Angeles. 

He wrote original music for many 
| films and was at one time arranger 
| for Fred Waring, Raymond Paige 
| and other orchestras. 





HARRY E. THURSTON 
Harry E. Thurston, 67, onetime 
vaude performer and brother of the 
| late magician, Howard Thurston, died 
| after a long Jlness May 7 in Miami. 
Born in Columbus, O., Thurston’s 
funeral services were held there. 


| 
} 





RED BENNETT 
William Houghton, 68, film char- 
acter actor, known es ‘Red Ben- 
nett,’ died May 10 in Hollywood. 








Mother, 86, of Brian McDonald, 
former Ear] Carroll singing juve and 
now director of Wilkens Amateur 


Ray Harrington, 28, composer and | 





| May 10, in Las Vegas. He’s a Uni- 
versal studio publicist. 

Gay Raymond to William Hope, 
May 11, in Las Vegas. He is a song- 
| writer and brother of Bob Hope; 
| bride is a singer. 
| Alice Faye to Phil Harris, in En- 
| senada, Mexico, May 12. Bride is 
| film player; he’s the bandleader. 


| BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben M. Cooper, son, 
in New York, May 6. Father is with 
the Music Publishers Holding Corp. 
| » Mr. and Mrs. Tro Harper, daugh- 
| ter, May 1, in San Francisco. Father 
|is in KSFO (Frisco) special events 
| department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Webster, son, 
|in Hollywood, May 8. Father is a 





| 
| 


playwright. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Birnbaum, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 7. 


Father is music cutter at 20th-Fox. 

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Kennedy, 
son, in Detroit, May 3. Father oper- 
| ates the Grand Riviera thectre there. 


ter, in Detroit, May 4. Father is the 
owner of the Majestic theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Galbreath, 
daughter, in Ft. Wayne, Ind. Father 
is guitarist at WOWO-WCI, Ft. 
Wayne. * 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Vandegrift. 
daughter, in Ft. Wayne, Ind. Father 
is program director of WGL, Ft. 
Wayne. 

Mr. and Mrs. Erskine Johnson, 
son, in Hollywood, May 11. Father 
is film columnist and radio gossiper. 





| 
Hour on WJAS, Pittsburgh, died at | f-—— 
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a | 
late John | 


Rae Nelson to Al Boodman in De- |! 


Mr. and Mrs. John Hornick, daugh- | 

















Majestic, San Antonio 





is an excellent foil. 


mad pace. Shows his versalitity by 


cluded also is one comedy sequence 
for good 
‘Trees’ as a viola solo to a small tree 
placed near the footlights. During 
his playing a dog walks across the 
stage with an obvious intention. 
Show caught opening day, Satur- 
day (10) supper, had a good-sized 
audience. Andy. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


; Indianapolis, May 9. 
Dick Jurgens Orch, Harry Cool, 
Buddy Moreno, Rita and Ed Oehman, 
Lane Bros., Bob Neller, Evelyn 
Toner; ‘Rookies on Parade’ (Rep). 








Local band followers are given 
their first opportunity to gaze upon 
Dick Jurgens’ orchestra in the flesh 
this week, and from the reception at 
the third show tonight (Friday), 
Jurgens can come back any time and 
be welcome. 

The show is paced with stopwatch 
precision from the time the offstage 
announcement, ‘Here’s That Band 
Again,’ is given until the sign off 67 
minutes later. Jurgens, himself, as 
m.c. helps the show by indulging in 
action all the time he’s on stage and 


at any time seeming to hog the spot. 
Also responsible for the mittslaps 
are various members of the band 


do them well. 
partment is Buddy Moreno, who 
sings ‘Jennie,’ ‘As I Strolled Along 
the Beach,’ ‘Goodbye Again’ and ‘San 
Antonio Rose.’ He comes back later 
in grass skirt and bra to garner 
plenty of chuckles with a native 
dance to the tune of ‘Hawaiian War 
Dancé.’ Harry Cool, band vocalist, is 
also to the good when he sings ‘My 
Sister and I,’ ‘Million Dreams Ago,’ 
‘Are You Kiddin’, and ‘I Do, Do 
| You?’ 

Orch arrangements are well done, 
| too, with the boys leaning lustily into 
| ‘Ragtime Cowboy Joe,’ ‘Amapola’ 
and a medley of oldies consisting of 





‘You Made Me Love You,’ ‘Time on 
My Hands’ and ‘Dancing in the 
Dark.’ Two fiddles and clarinet 


come down front to kid the Wayne 
King style in ‘Waltz You Saved for 
Me.’ ‘Bolero’ is used for final cur- 
tain. 

At no time does Jurgens allow the 
work of the orchestra to become too 
serious. In almost every number 
some gag has been worked up to add 
it laugh to the tune being played. 
| and set decorations. 

Added acts are okay, too. The 
| Lane Brothers, former visitors at the 
| house, go through some whirlwind 
| acrobatic tapping. Bob Neller, an- 
| other repeater, has new twists on 
ventriloquism which won a nice 
| salvo. Evelyn Toner is the current 
| winner of the WFBM ‘Talent Parade’ 
| and has an idea for selling ‘Because 
of You,’ though it still needs some 
polishing. The Oehman Twins ap- 
| bear briefly in taps and songs. 
While the older set isn’t so well 
| acquainted with Jurgens’ work, the 
| youngsters know him well from re- 
cordings and air appearances, and 
pop and mom are being won over as 
friends as evidenced by the build- 
up of biz at the boxoffice to finish in 
the money after just a fair start. 

Kiley. 


EMBASSY, S. F. 


San Francisco, May 8. 

Leo Diamond, Jackson and Black- 
well, Eleanor Christian; Alice Ken- 
nedy, Tom Harty, Dorothy Byton 
Dancers (6), Jay Brower and House 
Orch (6); ‘Meet the Missus’ (Rep) 
7 ‘Where Did You Get That Girl?’ 
| (U). 











_ Dan McLean, optimist, this week 
joins the parade of those who have 
tried or are trying to revive vaude- 
ville. If the reaction to his initial 
show is any criterion, he might get 
away with it. After all he’s one of 
the boys who put over Ten-Win. 

Two shows a day, twice a week, at 
33c. top (20c. mats), plus two fea- 
tures, is the setup here. Booking is 
simplified by using night-club acts 
able to double into the Embassy for a 
matinee and night Thursdays and 
Frdays, with Ruel Freeman of Music 
Corp. of America handling that end. 
McLean is selling the idea of ‘A 
night club on a stage.’ 

Opener (8) drew a packed house, 
, many of them oldsters and fans of 
Jay Brower, bandleader m.c. who 
| has been a local fave for years and 
| currently is featured at the Lido 
club. Enthusiasm displayed was sur- 
prising, In some cases topping that 
ordinarly meted out to similar acts 
| at the Goiden Gate, established home 
| of vaude here. , 
| Although the budget is necessarily 
limited, there was nothing tawdry 


nice piano tickling by the girl. Talley 


Meroff has a nice stage personality 
and keeps the show moving at its 


playing a number of instruments. In- 


laughs where he plays 


working with the other acts without | 


are, too, has been given to lighting | 


— 








—$$_— 














| about the presentation and acts re- 
| portedly drew scale. Brower opened 
|getting a nice sendoff, with the 

orothy Byton line from the 365 
Club on first, followed by Alice Ken- 
nedy, vocalist who revealed a hearty 
personality. Sold three numbers 
easily, ‘I Am An American,’ ‘Yours 
Is My Heart Alone’ and ‘Ain't You 
Ashamed,’ with nice results. Eleanor 
Christian deuced wth a tap specialty, 


Band took over for a novelty, 
‘Here, Kitty,’ after which Jackson 
and Blackwell moved in as a ball- 
room team but switched to knock- 
about for a flock of laughs. Leo 
Diamond was next, with a harmonica 
| turn and sold three numbers to point 
where audience forced an extra en- 
core despite fact show was already 
running over. Closer is Tom Harty, 
whose loose-footed, good-natured- 
dope routine is a natural for an inti- 
mate house. His drunk bit, wherein 
the tailender in a village parade 
stops at too many saloons, is an ace 
bit of panto. A band specialty and 


‘\enaasnend line flash wound things up. 





| 
| 


who step down for specialties and! 
Standout in this de-| 


Bernie Hennett O 


Wern. 





Settle Ringling Suit 


Syracuse, May 13. 
Suit arising out of the appearance 
here last summer of the Ringling 





circus by Mr. and Mrs. William M. 
| Ott and their son, William, Jr., 3 


has been settled for $14,000. 

The action resulted from an acci- 
dent when the boy and his mother 
were knocked down by a circus 
tractor hauling trucks loaded with 
equipment as they were leaving the 
circus grounds. 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 48 























Oasis Armida 
Joe Villelia Ore Jackie Heller 
John Conte Ryan Sis 
Joe Consolo Kurtis M'nettes 
Stu Braden Wherley Gls 
Shiriey Heller 
Gushaes Sky-Vne 


Jimmy Gamble Orc 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Pines 
Bill Leroy Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 
Redd’s Cafe 
Curly Stewart Ore 
Eddie Myers 
Gerry Parks 
Billy Vilier 
Yacht Club 
Archie Tarshis Ore 


Bobby Annis Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagelio 
F'rark Natals 
Mike Sandretto 


Villa Madrid 
| Etzi Covato Orc 
; Mark Lane 
Billy Johnson 
3 Shades of Rhythm 
Coivert & Wolfe 
Yvonne Moret 
Marie Harmon 
% Jerks 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Nye Mayhew Orc 
Sandro D’Arnez Orc 
Gil Phelan | Burt Shaw 
Dave Forman 'Kvalyn Harvey 
Boots McKenna Rev ponahoh Setaekte 


Andrina 
Nixon & Andre | Noblemen 
Blinstrub’s | Jerry. Salisbury 
Karl Rohde Ore Hotel Lenox 
Boyd Heathen | (Blue Train) 
4 Wobas Johnny Field Ore 
Ruthania & M’lcolm > Deone Parrish 
Casa Manana Hotel Statler 
Lou Carter Orc } (Terrace Room) 
Devid Bailentine Eddie O’Hearn Ore 
Johnny McAtteer Johnny Turnbull 
Bob Nelson | 
Pape & Conchita . (Cafe Rouge) 
Bill & E Hershey Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Casa Manana Gls ~| Hetel Westminster 
Club Mayfair (Blue Room) 
Ranny Weeks Ore Jimmy McHale Ore 
Trop’l] Serenaders O 
| Harry Drake Rev 
Muriel Daniels 





;Carney & Crest 
| Dorothy Koster 


Hotel Gardner 


Romo Vincent 
Barbara Belmore 


| Anthony, Allyn & H Eddy & L Roberta 


: * Paul & Edna 
Club Vanity Fair | Hotel sttes Carleton 
Kai Nira Ore | (Ritz Roof) 


Stella Ray | ae " 
| Marie North |Carlos Molinas Ore 


| Jerri Roy | Phil Saltman Orc 
5 |}Raye & Naldi 

_——_ nut Grove Bernice Parks 
— oe Alpert Ore Copacabana Sirens 
Jon Rice Ore c 

George Rand Rey “a 
Bernie Fazioli Billy Mack Ore 
Billy Paine Russ Howard 


Fitz & Carroll 
Betty Real 
Le Roy 

Latin Quarter 
Tony Bruno Ore 
Don Dudley Ore 
Harry Spear 
Cookie Faye 
Lew Walter 
Sally Rand 
Billy & B Burnell 
3 Jacksons 


Nancy Gay 
Martha Burke 
Kaye & Kaye 
Bryant Rains & Y 
Norvelle Bros 
Hassan, 2d 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marcia Dean 
Newell xz Steger 
Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 


Rev 


Miriam Johnson Latin Ball 
age hema Radio Herb Lewis 
Al Schenck" | -,,Steuben’s 
Wee Willie Dee (viene seem) 
me & Hounds lg 5 wed wee 
on George Orc artini & Consuell 
Hi-Hat gies O'Leary 
Pete Herman O oyo Co 
Lucille Grey 43 Nick & V Collins 
Frank Petty Dorothy Deering 
Hotel Bradford The Cave 


Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Tacqueline Hurley 
Howards 
Mario & Gloria 
Tic Toc 


(Circus Room) 
Florence Hallman 
Runkie & Lambe: 
Hotel Cepley Pla 

(Sheraton Room) 
Stuart Frazier Orc 


Hotel Essex Ernie Bell Ore 
Ernest Murray O:: Ben Ford Rev 
Billy Keliv Danny Goodman 
Jack Manning Tiny Sinclair 
Al Lewis Dancing Kennedys 


Victor Donato 
Adele Corev 
Rita Henderson 


Tice Toc Gis 
Tremont Plaza 
Al Tory Orc 











Wednesday, May 14, 1941 
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Soldiers Heckle Ed Wynn 


VARIETY 55 


‘Berlin, who wrote the tunes for the a | 
| smash World War I soldier musical | WHA I | HEY i HINK 
while a recruit at Camp Upton, 


| Yaphank, L. L, back in 1918. Fail- 























Continued from page 1, 


gan to fight, increasing the din. | 
He finally gave up, remarking as | 
he left the stage, ‘Some of you fel- | 

»s think you are 
ot so you tell the jokes and I'll do 
the laughing.’ 

Bringing on of Miss Froman pretty | 
much ended the difficulty and when 
Wynn returned he got a grasp on 
the give-and-take and did a ‘dras- 
tically curtailed’ version of his act 
to provide a satisfactory finale for 
his portion of the show. 


Standing in the Rain 


Comic was faced with particularly 
pad circumstances in performing 
here, but not beyond what any 
player must be prepared to meet on | 
the military circuit. First thing, 
show was held outdoors and it was 
raining intermittently. This forced 
the personnel of 2bout 5,000 men to 
stand, instead of sitting on the grass, 
as planned, which was somewhat of 
a sirain. 

Add to that, some 15 minutes of 
‘credits’ by an Army announcer pre- 
ceding Wynn’s appearance, and it is 
evident why the soldiers were im- 


wood’s errangement-making at two | 
camps last week. 

Citizens Committee is now op- 
son and a few other wealthy busi- | 
nessmen, but will shortly get what is | 
expected to be a generous allocation | 


of funds from the United Service| 


Organizations. Latter is a group 


ure of sufficient other entertainment 
being organized for Army posts 
might lead to the rebirth of ‘Yap- 
hank,’ Berlin has indicated. Most 


famous tune from the show, which | 
funnier than 1 erating with coin provided by Wat- | had a short Broadway run after its 


inauguration at the camp, is ‘I Hate 
to Get Up in the Morning.’ 

About 40 members of the Friars 
and Lambs Clubs will be shephered 
by Alan Corelli, executive secretary 


Walter Futter’s Whodunit? 
New York. 


Editor, VARIETY: 


An item in your ‘London Chatter’ 
April 30 issue states that Leslie How- 
ard is delaying the hearing of a suit 

which has been filed against him by 
| Walter Futter. 
| Though it is true that I was to 
| produce two productions in England 


which, under direction of Thomas E. of the Theatre Authority, to Upton, | jest year starring Mr. Howard, which 
Dewey, New York district attorney, | Friday (23) evening. They'll se€ | productions were not made, let me 


is reising $10,750,000 for Army wel- ' 
fare and recreation. USO will con- | 
fine its activities to off-camp prob- | 


lems of soldiers and sailors, while also make awards to top pugs in the | 


Citizens Committee will take care of 

in-camp recreation. USO funds are 

being given to the Citizens group to | 
avoid duplicate solicitation of do-' 
nations. 


Phillips declared Mondzy (12) that 
CC will endeavor to send out a num- 
ber of additional shows before 
virtually the entire Army is in sum- | 
mer field maneuvers at the end of 
June. Best that can be expected 
now, however, he said, is a taste | 
of what will be put on in Septem- 
ber. Some troops will begin maneu- | 
vers as early es June 1. 


outdoor boxing bouts participated in | 


by soldiers and will do some ad lib 
entertaining between fights. They’ll 


exhibition. Tickets for the bouts 
are $1, 50c and 25c. 


SOOSE’S DECISION OVER 
OVERLIN STRICTLY A GI 


By JACK PULASKI 
A college boy made it at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., Friday (9), 
when Billy Soose, formerly of Penn 








| assure you that many other reasons 
| for the failure to produce these pic- 
| tures became existent than anything 
| personal between Mr. Howard and 
myself. 

As far as I know Mr. Howard was 
and is e very good friend of mine, 
and, keeping in mind the splendid 
| work he is still doing for his coun- 
try at war. I certainly have no in- 
tention of starting any action against 
him 

| It is a mystery to me how such an 

| item could have a beginning without 

any action from me or on my behalf. 
Walter Futter. 


Seeking Virginia Carol 


I was too whupped down Sunday 
|night to get up and change the sta- 
tion after ‘Take It or Leave It’ went 
off. Now you can put me down as 
a steady customer for the next 25 by 
Corwin. 

I have to go through your review 
with tweezers to pick out a sem- 
blance of the reactio: the Primer 
got from us four yokels. It was ‘dis- 
tinctly imaginative and clever,’ Lyn 
Murray’s score was well suited to 
the script and was expertly con- 
ducted,’ it was ‘brilliant and hilar- 
ious’—yes! Throw away your 57 
varities of ‘but.’ 

And the lyrics were ‘virtually un- 
distinguishable’ to you? ‘Who Is Or- 
son’—lyrics and delivery—was the 
sock of the show to this audience of 
four. 

And we have no connection with 
broadcasting or show business, ex- 
cept as audience, I concede that two 
of us read VARIETY and thereby im- 
peril our standing as ‘average, un- 
informed listeners.’ All right, but 
the other two of us never look at 
|the sheet. The simon-pures were 
just as tickled as the Primer. 
| It grieves me when you go off on 


; : i : £ the middleweight | that fallacious tangent and damn 
patient. Spieler gave credit for CC exec director said the USO ee ene Albany. |. ; 
everything from the plenking in the ¢ : ‘ champion. But how he got the : astateuaes | with faint praise good stuff like the 
stage to the sponsoring committee— unds will be sufficient to take care Editor, V 


and the recruits in the rain weren’t 
interested. 

Boys, however, were just as loud 
in cheering what they did like as in 
razzing what they didn’t. Tap dancer 
Betty Bruce got the most en- 
thusiastic applause, while Miss Fro- 
man, Paul Lavarre and Brother <ccro | 
team and eight showgals from | 
‘Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
musical, comprising the remainder 
of the show, also got healthy hand- 
patter. 

Following Wynn portion of the 
entertainment, A. D. Zancig, Na-. 
tional Recreation Service songleader, ' 
also ran into trouble with the boys 
in a community sing effort. He be- 
came so annoyed at the Bronxian 
treatment accorded him, he finally | 
challenged his hecklers to ‘come up | 
here on the stage if you think you 
can do better.’ 

Boys took him up on that and 
pushed Private Louis Salmon over 
the footlights and onto the platform. 
Salmon, a New Yorker who is said 
to have been in a number of Broad- 
way shows, displayed an excellent 
voice in ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ to the 
cheers of the troops. | 

Sherwood declared he didn’t feel 
badly about the reception to the en- 
tertainment. ‘I think the show went 
over fine,’ he said. ‘It wasn’t a 
Breadway audience and we didn’t 
expect a Broadway response.’ 





Fort Meade Better 


Fort Meade, Md., May 13. 
Apparently learning a lesson from 
occurrences during the break-in per- 
formance at Fort Belvoir, Va., the 
previous evening, Ed Wynn's show 


of traveling and hotel expenses of 
all performers and of salaries of 
minor entertainers, such as chorus 
gals and others, who cannot afford | 
to donate their services. It would 
still depend, however, on cuffo ap- | 
pearances of names with each unit. | 


Rose’s ‘Med Shows’ NSG 

Eliminated by the Army as im- 
practical has been Billy Rose’s plan 
for ‘medicine shows.’ Rose planned 
to take top performers to camps to 
do half-hour shows on tailboards of 
Army trucks while the soldiers stood 
around and watched. 

Ed Wynn show at Forts Belvoir 
and Meade in Maryland last week | 
was what is considered a more prac- | 
tical adaptation of the Rose idea. | 
They were played outdoors on spe- 
cially-erected but permanent plat- 
forms. It rained intermittently at 
Belvoir but the entire camp per- 
sonnel remained throughout the two- 
hour entertainment, which included 
community singing. Lighting and 
sound equipment for the shows was 
provided partially by the Army and 
partially by the CC, which hired the 
apparatus from the outside. 

With naming by the War and 
Navy Departments of the CC to 
handle all details of offers by per- 
formers of their time, situation in 
regard to camp entertainment is con- 
siderably cleared. Setup is now that 
the Joint Committee of the Army 
and Navy on Recreation and Wel- 
fare, the initial group in the field, is 
to be solely an advisory body. It 
is comprised of Army and Navy of- 
ficials and laymen. Sherwood is 
chairman of the entertainment di- 


_ crowd. 


award over Ken Overlin was a mys-_ 


tery to the onlookers and though 
Soose was a 1-to-2 favorite, the de- 
cision seemed an upset. 

Even in the _ special television 
showing at the New Yorker theatre 
the verdict appeared wrong. By 
radio the fight appeared to be ell 
Overlin’s, and offers at the ring- 
side to wager that he retained the 
title before the decision was an- 
nounced found no takers. 


Both judges and the referee gave 
the nod to Soose, but the sports- 
writers disagreed as much as the 
Joe Nichols, of the Times, 
wrote that hed the fans been told 
the verdict was unanimous there 
might have been a riot. The high- 
est score given Soose by a fight re- 
porter was seven rounds out of the 


15, as scored by Caswell Adams, of | 


the Herald-Tribune. Dan Parker 
and Murray Lewin, of the Mirror, 
called ‘it 11 rounds for Overlin and 
four for Soose. Internetional News 
counted 12 rounds for Overlin, while 
the Associated Press gave him 11. 
United Press gave each man seven 
rounds and called one even. 


As for the contest it was a slug- 
ging match, though neither man was 
damaged to any extent. Joe Wil- 
liams, of the World-Telegram, who 
picked Billy to win, wrote ebout 
Soose: ‘The fellow who got the de- 
cision...was the worst of all time.’ 
Hype Igoe, in the Journal-Amer- 
ican, said it was the first time that 
he ever saw a fighter lose 11 rounds 
and win the match. Frank Graham, 
in the Sun, said: “The decision was 
so bad thet the State Athletic Com- 
mission must do something about it’ 


In re: Katherine Horstman (Horts- 
man) who is a patient at the Hudson 
River State Hospital, Poughkeepsie, 
_N. Y., we are anxious to get in touch 

with her daughter, Augusta Smith, 
also known as Virginia Carvel, who 
is said to be an actress. 
R. J. Corcorgn, 
Supervising Special Agent 
Dept. of Mental Hygiene 


Grieved by Variety 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Editor, Variety: 

Get off your high horse. Stabie 
your supercilious misapprehension 
that anything about the inside of 
| radio is ‘pretty incomprehensible for 
| average, uninformed listeners.’ (Re- 
fering to Hobe’s review last week of 
‘26 by Corwin’ in VARIETY.) 

‘May not have remained tuned in’ 
—guess again. I had listened to Co- 
lumbia Workshop exactly twice be- 
fore. Both times it was arty and 
it stunk, and we wouldn’t have heard 
the Primer at my house except that 





‘Primer. There's little enough real 
humor on the air. I’m 27 and get- 
ting older, and I don’t want all radio 
aimed at the 10-year-old, or soap 
opera, intelligence. L. W. White. 


| 


‘ 
| Editor, VARIETY: 

The Second Nighters at the annual 
business meeting held Saturday (10) 
voted ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ the 
most entertaining play of last sea- 
son. Please note that the word was 
‘entertaining’; nothing more. 

The meeting was held at the home 
of Secretary Elizabeth Jordan, 36 
Gramercy Park, and William Saro- 
yan was mentioned only in passing. 
The election which followed tea put 
all the officers of last year back in 
their places: Joseph Shipley is presi- 
dent, Shirley Hector continues as 
secretary, and Thyra Samter Wins- 
low, Louis Goldstein, Paul Shenk- 
man and Donald Fairchild make up 
the executive committee. 

Donald Fairchild. 





The 2d Nighters Have Their Say 
" New York. 





going, counting on support from the 


expected summer visitor’ influx. 
Perhaps the first musical for the 
new season will be ‘Listen Lady,’ 
which Georgie Hale is slated to put 
into rehearsal in July. Production, 
which cost $110,000, is that used for 
‘She Had to Say Yes,’ produced by 
Dennis King in the winter but with- 
drawn on the road, where addi- 
tional outlays tilted the nut to $160,- 
000. Entirely new book by George 
Marion, Jr., and Fred Thompson 
has been written, also a new score 
by Vernon Duke and John La 
Touche, elthough the original songs 


a ee 











2-in-1 Theatre 


Continued from page 1 











the exterior of the Strand undergoes 
a complete transformation, being en- 
tirely covered with a cleverly built 
false front, even the name of the 
theatre being hidden, and in an 
hour’s time the Strand has become 
the A.M. News theatre. As such, it 
opens at 9 e.m. the following day, 
giving a one hour show of latest war 
news, sports, world events and un- 


vision. H ill confer, i h ss l usual shorts, at 25c, plus tax. Four 
clicked satisfactorily here Friday pacity with prod CC which il ‘be —maybe have the judges’ eyes ex- by Sammy Fain and Al Dubin were such shows are given daily, the box- 
(9) night. There wesn’t an entire the active body in providing shows. *™ined-——and Ed Van Every, in the rated okay. Charles Butterworth, office closing at 12:15 noon, when the 
lack of squawking, however, with P * same paper, said the decision was Adele Dixon and Eddie Albert are 


many of the soldiers in impossible 
positions to see what was going on. 
Show was held outdoors and some 


Freedley’s sub-committee of the 
CC includes Edward Arnold, prez of 
Screen Actors Guild; Gene Buck, 
prez of ASCAP; Y. Frank Freeman, 


wierd, also ‘The decision was worse 
than the contest.’ 


The only press observer to score 


mentioned for the cast. 
Another early musical is likely to 
be ‘Young Man’s Fancy,’ to be pre- 


false front is whisked away and the 
erstwhile A.M. News theatre is re- 
vealed in its former identity as the 
Strand. 


: P : . : P : , sented by George Abbott, with two : - 
18,000 men were in the audience. prez of Motion Picture Producers the match in favor of Soose WET: dtee estonia tae teen tek Beene _When the A.M. News ceases opera 
Naturally, many of them were so Association and chairman of the Mo- Chick Feldmen, of the Scranton, wt ID Abbott fs : i. oth tion at 1 p.m. the house is cleared of 
far beck the the only way they could tion Picture Defense Committee; Pa, Tribune, Soose's stamping citie : huedelon ae poe "‘teeak, patrons, the Strand boxoties reqpens 
te y i : ee ands. st yes rerli i - , cient, : ' ‘ loot 
+ tlre Retagdllnn- ggag wee Sy me Emily Holt, exec secretary of the grounds Last year Overlin was dreamt and donee echecls ae as at its customary 40c admission, and 


Only cure in cases like this ap- 
pears to be in doing several shows 
so that everyone can get close 
enough to see. 





American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists; Bert Lytelil, prez of Equity; 
Noble Sissle, prez of Negro Actors 
Guild; Irving Berlin, George M. Co- 
han, Bette Davis, Helen Hayes, Elsie 


lured there for a non-title match and 
the decision then was also given to 
the home product. New York boxing 
writers were on hand and had plenty 
to say about the affair, charging 
undercover monkey-business. 


and night club performers. Among 
other musicals for the early part of 
the season is ‘Crazy House,” the next 
revue with Olsen and Johnson plus 
Carmen Miranda. 


the house goes into its usual feature 
stride, 


‘It’s too early yet to say whether 
or not it’s a success,’ said Roy Pierce, 
manager of the Fox downown houses, 


ae Janis, George Kaufman, Burns a , a ‘Old Acquaintance’ will stop at who is given credit for the idee. 
Citizens Committee Set Mantle, Bill Robinson, Billy Rose, arer nve men the matropertas the Broadhurst this week. ‘Out of ‘APparently people like it, but only 
7 sags sports scribes have been leary about : > baie time will tell whether it will click 
Lawrence Tibbett, Paul Whiteman, Soose’s ability. Now they are more the Frying Pan,’ Windsor, was an 
To Handle Camp Shows = ; 


Army camp entertainment pro- 
gram, which for six months has been 
jammed in a muddle of disorganiza- 
tion and lack of funds, promises to 
right itself shortly with official 
designation by the War and Navy 
Departments of a single organization 


W. S. MacFarlane, prez of Mutual 
Broadcasting System; Wiiliam Mor- 
ris, Jr., of the William Morris agency; 
W. S. Paley, prez of Columbia 
Broadcasting System; Niles Trammel, 
president of NBC; and Jules Stein, 
president of Music Corp. of America. 

Citizens Committee was organized 


convinced than ever that he’s not so 
hot. Though Overlin did plenty of 
backing around the ring, he easily 
outscored the young Penn Stater. 

At the start of the 15th and final 
round the odds were 5 to 1 that Over- 
lin would cop. That’s the way the 
fans sew it. 














added closing Saturday (10). 

















‘Nazis Snub Doug, Jr. 


Continued from page 3———— 





dial welcome from all but Pampero, 


permanently and profitably. Anyway, 
it’s worth trying.’ 

Promotion campaign carried on a 
week ahead merely ballyhooed the 
opening of the A.M. News theatre at 
5th St. and Wisconsin Ave., policy 
and price, no mention being made of 
the Strand. 


: ; Triends which, under a picture of him, car- — ——— 

to handle details of shows. Group last November “ “ - “ges aren ried the following caption: A 

is the Citizens Committee for the New York State Soldiers anc = , ‘Spy’ B d t E 

Army and Navy, Inc., headed by °%- Its purpose was to provide Hotels’ fe G Biz 3 rt gepor Xpo 
. is 


Thomes J. Watson of the Interna- 
tional Business Machine Co. 
Committee last weekend organ- 
ized a sub-body on theatrical enter- 
tainment headed by producer Vinton 
Freedley and numbering leaders in 
all branches of show business. Un- 
like the chairman of numerous other 
committees in the field, who are 
front men, it is said Freedley will 


Christmas baskets, woolen clothing, 
sports and recreation equipment and 
other things not ordinarily supplied 
by the Army, to recruits from New 
York State. This program gradually 
expanded in the way of entertain- 
ment until, at the request of the 
Morale Division of the War Depart- 
ment, Watson ‘nationalized’ the or- 
ganization to take care of all con- 




















Continued from page lz 








boards. Slated to stay are ‘Panama 
Hattie’ (46th Street), ‘Pal Joey’ 
(Barrymore), ‘Hellzapoppin’ (Winter 
Garden) and ‘It Happens On Ice’ 
(Center). 

There was sparser musical fare 
during summer prior to the World’s 


‘Today witnessed the arrival of, 
Comic Actor Fairbanks, ambassador 
and spy extraordinary of President | 
Roosevelt, who in his relations with 
American countries utilizes the re- 
sources of commercial propaganda 
to make an impression on _ the 
foolish. 

‘A movement is being organized in 
Buenos Aires to finance a trip for 





Bridgeport, May 13. 

‘Bridgeport on Parade,’ exposition 
of products of New England defense 
capital, opens Friday (16) at Pleasure 
Bezch, municipally-overated amuse- 
ment park and continues through 
May 25 under auspices of city park 
demartmer*, Exhibits are being dis- 


take off his coat end go to work tributions for the welfare and rec- Fzir and for two seasons only one Ae oy paca — ray sy var as | four  units—industrial, 
Further promise of Its i : reation of troops musical was operatinge It was fig- who is among the worst we have in nomes health, art—admission pro- 
in tb netting ef o aah yh osc “i ured that ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ °Ur country, to return Douglas’s ceed going to crippled children’s 


executive director of the Citizens 


which is about to celebrate a year’s 


visit and salute Roosevelt in Wash- 


cnarities, 


" ‘Vin’ i j ‘ : ington. As ambassador, Caggiano’ Outdoor acts, Four Wallendas and 
Committee under i Yip Revival Imminent run at the Imperial, would stick /"8 4 i lan cts, : 
wk aeeaie: tee ee canal neta : through a second summer. How- Will perhaps exceed his artistic Four Albanis, heve been signed as 


industrial engineer and a former 
manufacturer and business man. 
Committee’s first show, topped by 
Ed Wynn and Jane Froman, played 
‘nder Phillips’ and Robert E. Sher- 


Now; Again at Upton 
Revival of ‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank,’ 
talked of almost since conscription 
began last October, may be under- 
taken during the summer by Irving 


ever, Buddy De Sylva, during his 
recent trip in from Hollywood, “was 
inclined to close the show. Irving 


Berlin, who is teamed with him in 


the presentetion, favors keeping it 


glory, which is just what is happen- 
ing to Douglas Fairbanks, but at any 
rate he will make us cut as good a 
figure in America as America de- 
serves.’ 


free attractions. The 10-day run is 
expected to attract 150,000. 

Because of use of ballroom for dis- 
plays, Pleasure Beach dance season 
doesn’t preem until June 1. 
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protect her lovely skin 


HER coMPLEXION’S 
PRICELESS—must have the 
gentlest kind of care, the pro- 
tection of thorough cleansing. 
Like other famous screen stars, 
she depends on daily ACTIVE- 
LATHER FACIALS with Lux 
Soap to carry away every trace of 
dust, stale cosmetics, leaveskin feel- 
ing smooth and soft. Right in your 
own home give your skin screen- : : 
star care. Begin today! You'll find a 
these facials a wonderful beauty aid. 
























| NEVER NEGLECT MY 
DAILY ACTIVE-LATHER 
FACIALS. THIS GENTLE 
LUX SOAP CARE IS A 
WONDERFUL AID IN 
KEEPING MY SKIN SOFT 














Ernst Lubitsch Production + 


“THAT UNCERTAIN 
FEELING” 


Now Showing Local 
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